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The  nnval  hiftory  c/  G  R  E  A  T-B  R I T  A I N 

under  the  reign  of.  king  James  I.  including 
.    alfo  an  account  of  the  progrefs  of  our  trade, 

and  the  growth  of  our  plantations-,  toge- 
'  ther  with  memoirs  of  the  r?wji  eminent  fea^ 
*    men  who  Jlourified  in  that  fpacc  of  tijne. 

many  accidents  that  contri- 
peaceable  accelTion  of  ihe  king 

'AX'dU-iiJfl?  °^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  E-ngliJh  throne,  notvvith- 
Gsp^^CT  Handing  what  had  happened  to  his  mother, 

^  v3^<»»5»  apjj  jj^g  known  averfion  of  the  nation  to 
ihe  dominion  of  ftrangers.     On  the  one  hand,  the  famous 

Vol.  it.  B^  fecrctary 
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fecretary  Cecil  and  all  his  friends,  who  wera  In  the  prince 
pal  pofts  of  the  government,  had  been  for  a  long  time  fe* 
crelly  in  icing  James's  intereft,  though,  to  avoid  the  filfpi- 
cion  of  the!/  miftrefs,  they  had  fometimes  pretended  an 
inclination  to  the  Infanta*^  title  " ;  which  I  fufpe^l  to  have 
been  the  caufe,  why  fome  perfons  of  great  quality,  who 
iided  with  the  Cecils  againft  EJfcx,  came  afterwards  to  fall 
into  intrigues  with  the  court  of  Spain.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  potent  family  of  the  Howards^  with  all  fuch  of  the 
nobilit/  and  gentry  as  were  inclined  to  the  old  religion,  had 
an  unfeigned  aftedtlon  for  the  king  of  Scots^,  The  bulk  of 
the  people  too  were  inclined  to  wi(h  him  for  their  king,  out 
of  refped:  to  the  memory  of  EJJex,  who  was  held  to  be  his 
martyr,  as  well  as  out  of  dillike  to  fome  of  queen  Eliza- 
heth's  miniftry,  who  they  believed  would  be  inftantly  dif- 
caided,  when  he  (hould  be  once  feated  on  the  throne. 
Yet  there  wanted  not  many  powerful  en^rnies  to  this  fuc- 
cefTion  both  abroad  and  at  home.  '  .  Spaniards  had 
views  for  themfelves  %  the  French  kin^  .lad  an  avcrfion 
mixed  with  contempt  for  king  James^  and  the  pope  had 
many  projeds  for  relloring  his  power  here,  by  bringing  in 
fome  prince  of  his  own  religion  ^,  There  were,  befides, 
fome  EngliJI)  pretenders,  viz,  fuch  as  claimed  under  the 
houfe  of  Suffolk,  and  had  been  competitors  againft  queen 
Mary "  j  and  fome  again,  as  the  BaJJets,  who  affedted  to 
derive  themfelves  from  the  houfe  of  PlantageHet  ^-;  (o 
that  no  fmall  precaution  was  neceflary  to  prevent  any  diftur- 

bancc 


»  Sir  Henry  Wotton's  remains,  p.  21 1.      Naunton's  fragmenta 
regalia,  Oflnrnc's  work?,  vol.  ii.  p.  104.  ^  Stow;-,    Speed, 

Wjlfon,  Baker,  Echard,  Rapin.  '^  Dokman's  tre;)tife  of  the 

fucceffion.  "^  Lettres  du  cardinal  d'ofiut.  "^  Treatife  of 

the  farCcffion,  p  1 96.  ^  Prince's  worthies  of  Devon,  p.  1 1 4. 

\\'DOd's  Ath.  Oxon.  vol.  i.  col.  366. 
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bancc  on  the  death  of  the  queen,  or  oppofition  to  the  de- 
Hgn  the  minillry  had  formed,  of  immediately  proclaiming 
king  JameSy  and  bringing  him  with  all  convenient  fpced 
to  London.  i  .  .■  , 

In  the  methods  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe,  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  great  men  by  whom  they  were  concerted  was 
very  conrr}icuous.  For,  in  the  firft  place,  care  was  taken 
that  the  lieutenants  in  the  northern  counties,  and  all  who 
had  any  authority  in  thofe  parts,  were  either  well  affected 
to  king  James^  or  abfolute  dependants  on  the  adminillra- 
tion  5.  Then,  as  to  the  fleet,  whiclj  was  of  mii^hty  con- 
fcquence  at  fuch .  a  jund^ure,  provifion  was  made  for  its 
fecurity  without  the  leart  jcaloui'y  {^iven,  that  this  was  the 
council's  intention*  For,  it  having  been  founa  of  great 
benefit  to  the  nation,  to  have  a  Ilrong  Iqnadron  of  foips 
on  the  Spanijh  coaft  from  February  to  November^  there 
could  be  no  umbrage  taken  at  the  increafing  of  thefe  iii 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1602,  becaufe  the  war  with  Spji?- 
ftill  continued  ;  and  though  the  lords  had  litile  confidcme 
in  Sir  Richard  Levefon^  who  for  fomc  years  had  been  in- 
truded with  this  command,  yet  they  would  not  remove 
him,  but  conienied  thcmfelvcs  with  appoiniing  fir  lyiUiOJi 
Monfon^  on  whom  they  could  depend,  his  vice-admiral, 
giving  him,  however,  the  command  of  a  beitcr  fiiip  than 
the  adniiral  himfelf  had.  They  likeuMle  intimated  to  fir 
WiiUam^  when  he  went  to  his  command,  (:he  qut-en  be- 
ing then  fo  low  that  her  recovery  wns  not  ex|)e^ted)  that 
in  cafe  of  any  ftir,  lord  Thomas  iloivard  lljonld  immedi- 
ately come  and  take  clurge  of  tlio  {'eer,  ^y  cnic ring  fir 
JFillicnn   A'ljNjon''s  fJiip,  arid   fir  J^liilam  ^o  on  bor.rd  fir 
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.  Richard  Levefon*s^  with  a  fuperfedeai  to  his  commiflioii  *. 
But,  as  it  fell  out,  there  was  no  occafion  for  executing 
this  projeft :  the  queen  died,  king  James  came  in  peace- 
ably, was  proclaimed  the  twenty- fouith  of  March  1602^ 
and  crowned  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  July  following  i  the 
fleet  in  the  mean  time  keeping  fometimes  on  the  Englijh^ 
W  fometimes  on  the  French  coaft,  and  thereby  preventing 
any  trouble  from  abroad,  if  any  fuch  had  really  been  in- 
tended. 

King  James^  at  his  acceflion  to  the  Engli/b  crown^ 
was  about  thirty-fix  years  of  age,  and,  if  he  had  been  a 
private  perfon,  would  not  have  rendered  himfelf  very  re- 
markable either  by  his  virtues  or  his  vices.  Sober  and  re- 
ligious 4ie  certainly  was;  and  as  to  learning,  he  had  e- 
nough,  if  he  had  known  better  how  to  ufe  it.  The 
greateft  of  his  failings  were  timoroufnefs,  diffimulation,  an^ 
a  high  opinion  of  his  own  wifdom  ;  which,  however;,  were 
more  excufable  than  modern  writers  are  willirig  to  al- 
low, if  we  confider  the  accident  that  happened  to  his  mo- 
ther before  hi^  birth,  the  ft  range  treatment  he  met  with  in 
Scot/and,  from  the  feveral  factions  prevailing  in  that  king- 
dom during  his  junior  years,  and  the  exceiEve  flatteries  be- 
ftowed  on  him  after  he  came  hither,  by  all  ranks  of  people. 
The  nature  of  this  work  does  not  lead  me  to  fpeak  of  any 
part  of  his  adminiftration>  except  that  which  re'ates  to 
maritime  affairs^  and  therefore  I  (hall  content  myfelf  v\  iih 
obferving,  that,  though  it  was  impoflible  for  Mm  to  have 
made  himfelf  much  acquainted  with  fiich  matters  while 
he  continued  in  Scotland,  yet  it  docs  not  at  all  appear, 
that  he  was  negligent  of  naval  affairs,  after  he  was  once 

feaf°d 


^•6if  William  Monfon's  Naval  Trails,  p.  510. 
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feated  on  the  EngliJI)  throne,  unlefs  his  hafty  conclufion  of 
a  peace  with  Spain  (which,  however,  was  done  by  the 
advice  of  his  council^  may  be  reckoned  an  error  in  this 
refped ;  or  his  too  great  fear  of  engaging  in  any  war  after- 
wards fhould  be  fo  accounted. 

The  acceflion  of  king  Jamei  gzvQ  a  fair  opportunity 
to  the  houfe  of  Aujlriay  to  make  an  end  of  the  long 
quarrel  which  had  fubfifted  with  England  \  becaul'e  during 
all  that  time  they  had  been  in  peace  and  amity  with  king 
Jamei  as  kirg  of  ScoU  '.  Immediately  after  his  arrival  at 
London^  the  iTch-duke  fent  over  a  minifter  to  the  Englijh 
court,  and  in  confequence  of  his  negotiations,  a  peace 
was  foon  after  concluded  with  Spain  ''.  Some  of  the 
writers  of  thofe  times  tell  us,  that  it  was  chiefly  brought 
about  by  the  large  bribes  given  to  all  tb"  king's  minifters 
and  favourites,  efpecially  to  the  countefs  of  Suffolk^  for  her 
huft)and*s  intereft,  and  to  the  earl  of  Northumberland ^  for 
his  own  ;  which  gratuities  they  would  further  perfuade  us, 
enabled  them  to  build  the  two  famous  ilrudures  of  Aud- 
ley-End  in  EJfex^  and  Northumberland- Houfe  in  the 
Strand '.  It  feems,  however,  more  reafonable  to  conclude, 
that  this  peace  was  the  effe<ft  of  the  king's  inclination,, 
fupported  by  the  advice  of  his  mod  eminent  ftatefmen, 
fome  of  whom  were  known  to  have  been  for  this  niea- 
fure  in  the  queen's  time  ™.  There  were  two  treaties,  one 
of  peace  and  alliance,  the  other  of  commerce,  both  fign- 

B  3  ed 
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'  See  Camden's  annals  of  king  Jamcb's  reign.  Stowe,  WiHon,, 
Sandtrfon,  Echard,  Rapin.  ^  Stowe'a  annals,  p.  844.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Monfon's  naval  tradls,  p  229-  '  Olbornc's  traJiucnnl 
memoirs  of  the  reign  of  king  James,  in  his  work,  vol.  ii  p.  105^ 
Sir  A.  W.  court  and  charade r  of  king  Jam,s,  Wilfon,  Rapin. 
"  See  the  life  of  lord  Burleigh  written  by  one  of  his  doiHuiUcs  iq, 
the  firft  volume  of  Peck's  def  derata  curiofa. 
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cd  at  LorJc/i  the  eighteenth  of  Jif^ufl  1604",  the  Con-' 
ftable  of  CaJiiUy  tlie  grcatcft  rubjc(5l  in  .9,<w/;/,  being  fcnt 
over  for  that  purpofc.  'All  the  trading  pan  of  thj  nation 
were  very  well  pleafed  with  this  proceeding,  and  would 
have  been  much  more  fo,  if  the  king  had  not  taken  a 
very  Grange  llcp  upon  its  conclufion.  He  ere(fled  a  com- 
pany of  merchants,  who  were  to  carry  on  the  Spanijl) 
commerce  cxclufivcly,  which  gave  both  general  and  julfc 
offence ;  for  as  the  whole  nation  had  borne  the  expence 
of  the  war,  and  trade  in  general  had  fufTercd  thereby,  it 
was  but  reafonablc*,  that  the  benefits  of  peace  (houid  be  as 
univerfal.  This  evil,  however,  was  of  no  long  continu- 
ance J  the  parliament  rcprefented  to  the  king  fo  clearly  the 
mifchiefs  that  would  inevitibly  attend  fuch  a  monopoly, 
th:it  his  majefl-y  was  content  to  diflblve  the  new-crev^ci' 
company,  and  to  leave  the  SpatiiJI}  trade  entirely  open  **. 

It  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  there  v:2& 
a  very  ftrong  party  againft  making  this  peace,  and  who 
did  not  ccafe  to  publifh  their  apprehenfions  concerning  ir, 
even  after  it  was  concluded  p.  The  point  was  certainly  of 
high  importance,  otherwife  it  would  not  have  been  fo 
Warmly  canvafled  in  thofe  days ;  and  it  muft  alfo  have 
been  pretty  difficult,  fincc  the  difpute  has  reached  even  to 
our  time,  modern  writers  differing  as  much  about  the  vvif- 
dom  of  king  James  in  this  article,  as  thofe  who  lived  in 
his  time.  To  difcufs  the  matter  here,  would  require 
more  room  than  we  have  to  fpare ;  to  pafs  it  entirely  over 
wotrfd  be  amifs,  confidering  the  near  relation  it  has  to  the 
iiabjed  cf  this  work.      I  will,  therefore,  content  myfelf 


"  Rymer's  I'cedera,  vol.  xvl.  p.  579 — 596.     Stowe's  annals,  p. 
€46.  "  Rapin,  &c.         p  Camden's  annajs,  of  king  James. 

V/iifon's  hiflovy,  Winwood's  memorials,  vol.  ^".  p.  7. 
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with  ftating  the  bcft  rcafons  that  have  been  cfFcrcd  againft 
the  peace,  as  they  were  drawn  up  by  the  mafterly  hand 
of  fir  JVdlter  Ralegh,   and  the  anfwcrs  given  to    them  ; 
both  which  I  will  leave  to  the  reader's  conlideration,  with- 
out any   comment  of  my  own  '^.     Sir  IValter's  reafons 
were  five,  turning  chiefly  on  the  inability  of  the  king  of 
Spain  to  continue  the  war,  and  the  mighty  profits  he  was 
Jikcly  to  reap  from  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,     i.   He 
alledged.  That   his    catholic  majefly  had  fi  exhaujlcd   his 
treafurey  that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  maintain  the  arch' 
duke*s  army  in  Flanders.     To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
the  h€i  was  very  doubtful,  efpecially,  if  the  king  of  Spain^ 
was  in  a  condition,   to  bellow  thofe  mighty  bribes,  that 
were  talked  of,  at  the  time  this  peace  was  made.    2.  The 
Interruption  of  his  trade ,  and  the  lojfes  of  his   merchants 
were  fo  great,  as  to  break  both  his  banks  at  Seville.     It  is 
granted,  that  the  fubje<^s  of  the   king  of  Spain  fuffered 
exceflively  by  the  continuance  of  this   war,  but  it   dofs 
not  follow,  that  we  gained  in  proportion  -,  nor  is  it  clear, 
that,  if  his  catholic  majcfty   had  been  undone,  the  king 
of  Great-Britain  or  his  fubjej^ls  would  have  been  gainers. 
3.  He  was  afraid  that  the  Englifli  and  Netherlands  would 
plant   in   the  Weft-Indies,      If   ihis   fear   drove   him   to 
grant  us  better  terms,  it  was  our  advantage ;  if  not,  we 
could  have  obtained  little  by  fettling  in  thofe  parts  of  Ame- 
rica which  are  claimed  by  Spain  ;  and  it  was  never  pre- 
tended that  we  made  this  war  to  extend  the  trade  of  the 
Diitch,     4.  The  king  of  Spain  tnakes  this  peace  to  recruit 

B  4  hii 


1  Thefe  are  to  be  found  in  fir  Walter*s  dialogue  between  a  re- 
Cufant  and  a  Jefuit  among  the  genuine  remains,  published  at  the 
end  of  an  abridgment  of  hii  hiftory  of  the  world,  by  |*Jiilijj»  Ra- 
Jegh,  Efq;  8/0.  i/oo'  _  «*•  -  -J 
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his  eoJferSy  and  enable  himfelf  to  break  into  war  again. 
To  jud^e  by  what  was  paft,  this  could  not  well  be  the 
jnotive ;  for  it  could  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  Spain  would 
foon  recover  as  gieat  ftrength,  as  (he  had  at  the  com- 
mencement ot  the  war,  when  yet  fhe  was  unable  to  exe- 
cute her  own  projefts,  or  to  defend  herfelf  againft  us. 
5.  The  king  of  Spain  took  thii-ftepy  that  the  Englifti  might 
decline,  and  forget  the  pajjijges  and  pilotage  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  ,heir  fea  officer i  be  worn  out ;  for^  except  a 
little  trade  far  tobacco ^  there  is  net  a  Jhip  that  fails  that 
iOayf  and  feeing  the  Spaniards  may  hang  up  the  Engliflj,  or 
put  them  tj  death  by  tormentSy  as  they  do^  and  that  the 
Eng'ifli  dare  not  offend  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts^  a  mofi 
notable  advantage  cotter  in  the  comlufwn  of  the  peace  !  it 
is  certain  that  the  Englifli  will  give  over  that  navigation  to 
the  infinite  advantage  of  the  Spanifh  king^  both  prefent  and 
future.  Experience  (hewed,  that,  though  this  was  a 
plaufible,  yet  it  was  not  a  true  dedu(5tion  j  for  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  j^eace,  many  plantations  were  fettled, 
and  our  trade  to  America  in  particular,  as  well  as  our 
commerce  in  general,  flouriflied  beyond  the  example  of 
former  times.  Inftead  of  objetflions,  which  are  eafily 
frnmed  againft  the  beft  meafures  by  men  of  quick  parts, 
and  much  political  knowledge,  it  would  have  been  more 
to  the  purpofe  to  have  {hewn  what  advantages  we  were 
to  reap  from  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  how  it 
might  have  been  better  ended  at  laft,  than  by  fuch  z, 
ivr.cc  as  was  now  made. 

But  if  this  treaty  gave  lomc  diflatisfaif^ion  at  home, 
it  railed  no  lefs  difcontent  abroad.  The  Hollanders^  who 
were  left  to  fl}ift  for  themfelves,  and  who  had  reaped  fo 
great  advantages   from  the  favour  of  queen  Elizabeth, 

were 
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were  exceedingly  exafperaied  at  a  llep  fo  much  to  their 
difadvantage.  But  as  they  found  themlelves  Hill  ftrong 
enough,  not  only  to  cope  with  the  SpaniardSy  but  alfo  to 
tnake  a  greater  figure  than  moft:  nations  at  Tea,  they  lolt 
that  refpedt  which  was  due  to  the  Engli/b  flag,  and  be- 
gan to  afTume  to  themfelves  a  kind  of  equality  even  in  the 
narrow  feas.  This  was  quickly  reprefented  to  the  king 
as  an  indignity  not  to  be  borne,  and  thereupon  he  di- 
reeled  a  fleet  to  be  fitted  out,  the  command  of  which  was 
given  to  fir  pyiUiam  Monfin^  with  inilru^ions  to  main- 
tain  the  honour  of  the  Englijh  flag,  and  that  fuperiority 
which  was  derived  to  him  from  his  ancedors  in  the  Bri" 
iijh  feas  '.  This  fleet  put  to  fea  in  the  fpring  of  1604, 
and  was  continued  annually  under  the  fame  admiral,  who 
appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  fpirit  and  experience  ;  for, 
as  he  tells  us  in  his  own  memoirs,  he  ferved  in  the  firil 
(hip  of  war  fitted  out  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth^ 
and  v^ss  r^n  admiral  in  t!ie  lad  fleet  {he  fent  to  fea.  Yet 
he  found  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  execute  his  commif- 
fion  i  the  Dutch t  whenever  he  conferred  with  any  of  their 
chief  officers,  gave  him  fine  language,  and  fair  promifes ; 
but  they  minded  them  very  little,  taking  our  fliips  on 
very  frivolous  pretences,  and  treating  thofe  they  found  oi\ 
hoard  them  with  great  feverity,  till  fuch  time  as  it  appear- 
ed the  admiral  would  not  bear  fuch  ufage,  and  began  to 
make  reprifals,  threatning  to  hang,  as  pyrates,  people 
who  fhewed  themlelves  very  little  better  in  their  ai5lions. 
There  were  alfo  high  contefts  abaut  the  flag,  which  be- 
gan through  feme  accidental  civilities  paid  to  the  Holland 
dfrSf  in  ihe  late  reign,  when^hey  failed  under  the  com- 
mand 


«■  Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  craft'',  p.  237. 
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mand  of  Enghjb  admirals,  upon  joint  cxpcditioiw,  anc! 
were  on  th^t  account  treated  as  if  they  had  been  her 
n)ajefty*s  fubjedts ;  which  fa  fours  they  now  pretended  to 
claim  as  prerogatives  due  to  them  in  quality  of  an  inc!e- 
pendant  ftate  •.  We  have  no  matters  of  very  great  im- 
portance to  treat  of  in  this  reign,  and  therefore  I  thin !c  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  redder  an  account  in  Sir 
William  Monfinh  own  words,  of  the  fpirit  with  which  he 
infixed  on  fatisfaAion  from  the  Dutch  on  this  head,  where- 
by the  right  of  \ht  Englijh  flag,  which  has  been  fo  much 
ft&od  upon  fince,  was  eftabliftcd  with  regard  to  this  re- 
publick  J  the  rather  becaufe  I  know  there  are  many  who 
will  fcarce  believe,  that  matters  of  this  nature  Were  Car- 
ried fc  far,  (perhaps  as  far  as  ever  they  were  carried)  under 
ic  pacific  a  prince. 

•*  In  my  feiurn  from  Calais,  fays  fir  PPlIilam,  the  Xfl 
*^'cf  July  1605,  with  the  emperor's  ambaflador,  as  I  ap- 
"  proached  near  Domr  road,  I  perceived  an  increafe  of 
•*  f»x  (hips  to  thofe  I  h-ft  there  three  days  before,  one  of 
*'  tijem  bsing  the  admiral :  their  coming  in  (hew  was  to 
"  beleaguer  the  Spaniards,  who  were  then  at  Dover,    ' 

*^  As  I  drew  near  them  the  admiral  ftruck  his  flag 
"  thrice,  and  advanced  it  again.  His  coming  from  the 
*^  other  coaft,  at  fuch  a  ^ime,  caufed  me  to  make  apo- 
•^  thsr  conftru«^ion  than  he  pretended ;  and  indeed  it  fo 
*•■  fell  out,  for  I  conceived  his  arrival  at  that  time  wa?! 
*«  for  no  other  end  than  to  fliew  the  embaflador,  who  he 
**  knew  would  fpread  it  abroad  throughout  all  Eurcpe, 
"  as  alfo  the  Spaniards^  that  they  might  have  the  lefs 
.'     -^        "  -  «  efteem 


«  See  this  matter  Hated  lin  SeWen's  mare  ckufum.  Molloy  dt 
jurt  maritim9j  tit.  flsg. 


-tw 


Of  King  JAMES  I.  ii 

-"  eftecm  of  his  majefty's  prerogative  in  the  narrow  feas, 
**  that  by  their  wearing  their  flag,  they  might  be  reputed 
*♦  kings  of  the  lea,  as  well  as  his  majefty.  1  haitened 
"  the  embafl'ador  aftiore,  and  difpatchtd  a  gentleman  to 
*'  the  admiral,  to  entreat  his  company  the  next  day  to 
"  dinner,  which  he  willingly  promifed. 

"  The  gentleman  told  him,  I  required  him  to  take 
"  in  his  flag,  as  a  duty  due  to  his  majefty's  fhips :  he  an- 
**  fwered,  that  he  had  (truck  it  thrice,  which  he  thought 
"  to  be  a  fufficient  acknowledgment,  and  it  was  more^ 
*'  than  former  admirals  of  nasrow  feas  had  required  at  his. 
*'  hands.  .        ,        .        ,  i      -^ 

*'  The  gentleman  replyed,  that  lie  expei!led  fuch  ao, 
**  anfwer  from  him,  and  therefore  he  was  prepared  whar^ 
**  to  fay  to  that  point.  He  told  him,  the  times  were  al- 
"  tered ;  for  when  no  more  but  ftriking  the  flag  wa$ 
*'  required,  England  and  Holland  were  both  of  them  io, 
*'  hoftilSy  with  Spain^  which  caufed  her  late  majefty  to 
**  tblgj'ate  divers  chings  in  them  j  as  for  inftancc,  i.he  ad- 
*'  miraj's  wearing  his  flag  in  the  expedition  to  Ca^iz^ 
**  and  the  iflands,  where  the  lord  admiral  of  England  and 
"  the  lord  of  EJ/ex  went  as  generals,  and  that  couriefy  they 
*'  could  not  challenge  by  right,  but  by  permiffion  ;  and  the 
wat;s  being  now  ceafed,  his  majefty  did  require  by  me,  his 

minifter,  fuch  rights  and  duties  as  have  formerly  belonged 
f'  to  his  progenitors. 

*'  The  admiral  refufed  to  obey  my  command,  faying, 
**  he  expe<fled  more  favour  from  me  than  from  other  ad- 
"  mirals,  in  refpeiH:  of  our  long  and  loving  acquaintance  ; 
"  but  he  v/as  snfwered,  that  all  obligation  of  private 
*•  friendfliip  muft  be  laid  afide,  when  the  honour  of  one's 
**"  king  and  country  i3  at  ftake.    The  gentleman  advifed 

«'  him 
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•*  him  in  a  fnendly  manner  to  yield  to  my  demand  j  if 
•*  not,  he  had  commiffion  to  tell  him,  that  I  meant  to 
**  weigh  anchor,  and  come  near  him,  and  that  the  force 
*«  of  our  (hips  fliould  determine  the  queftion ;  for,  rather 
**  than  I  would  fuffer  his  flag  to  be  worn  in  view  of  fo 
"  many  nations  as  were  to  behold  it,  I  refolvcd  to  bury 
"  myfelf  in  the  fca. 

*'  The  admiral,  it  feems,  upon  better  advice,  took 
**  in  his  flag,  and  j(lood  immediately  oS  to  fea,  firing  a 
"  gun  for  the  reft  of  the  fleet  to  follow  him.  And  thus 
<*  I  loft  my  gueft  the  next  day,  at  dinner,  as  he  had 
**  promifed.        "'" 

*'  This  paflage  betwixt  the  admiral  and  me,  was  ob- 
•*  ferved  from  the  fliore,  people  beholding  us  to  fee  the 
*«  event.  Upon  my  landing,  I  met  with  Sciriago^  the 
**  general  of  the  Spaniards ^  who.  In  the  time  of  queen 
••  Elizabeth,  was  employed  under  Mendoza,  the  embaflador 
•'  oi  Spain.  He  told  me,  that  if  the  Hollanders  had, worn 
•'  their  flag,  times  had  been  ftrangely  altered  in  Ennandy 
•*  fince  his  old  mafter  king  Phillip  the  fecond,  was  mot  at 
'*  by  the  lord  admiral  of  Engfand^  for  wearing  his  flag 
"  in  the  narrow  feas,  when  he  came  to  marry  queen 
*«  Mary  ».* 

These  difputes  continued  for  many  years ;  and  though, 
through  the  vigilance  of  admiral  Monfon^  the  DuUh  were 
defeated  in  all  their  pretenfions,  and  the  prerogatives  of 
rhe  Britijb  fcverei^-  nty  at  fea,  were  throughly  maintained  j 
vet  the  repablick  of  Holland  ftill  kept  up  a  fpirit  of  re- 
fcntment,  which  broke  out  in  fuch  ads  of  violence,  as 
would  not  have  been  paft  by  in  the  days  of  queen  Eliza* 
keth;  yet  our  admiral  does  not  feem  to  charge  the  king, 
.  -    .  or 


Sir  William  Monfoirs  Naval  Trafts,  p.  z\z,  243. 
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^or  his  miniftry  in  general,  with  want  of  inclination  to  do 
themfelves  jufticej  but  lays  it  exprefsiy  at  the  door  of 
fecretary  Cecil,  afterwards  earl  of  Salijhury ;  who  thought 
itj  he  fays,  good  policy,  to  pafs  by  fuch  kind  of  offences  "; 
but  he  does  not  report  any  reafons  upon  which  that  kind 
of  policy  was  grounded  j  yet  it  did  not  abfolutely,  or  con- 
ftantly  prevail,  even  in  the  councils  of  king  James ;  foi 
upon  fome  furmifes  that  foreigners  took  unreafonable  li- 
berties in  fifliing  in  our  feas,  a  proclamation  was  publtfli* 
ed  in  the  year  1608,  roundly  aflerting  the  king's  fove- 
reignty  in  that  point,  and  prohibiting  all  foreign  nations 
to  fifli  on  the  Britijh  coaft ;  this,  though  general  in  appear* 
ance,  had  yet  particular  relation  to  the  Dutch,  who  found 
themfelves  fo  far  affected  thereby,  efpecially  when  the 
king  appointed  commiflioners  at  London,  for  granting  li- 
cences to  fuch  foreigners  as  would  fifli  on  the  EngUJh 
coaft  ;  and  at  Edinburgh,  for  granting  licences  of  a  like 
nature  to  fuch  as  would  fi(h  in  the  northern  fea ;  and  to 
thefe  regulation?,  though  with  great  reludlance,  they  fub- 
mitted  for  the  prefent ;  the  reafon  of  v/hich  feems  to  be, 
their  having  then  affairs  of  great  moment  to  manage  with 
the  court  of  Great-Britain  "".  In  thefe,  notwithftanding 
all  that  had  paflcd,  they  fucceeded,  and  two  treaties  were 
concluded  on  the  26th  oijune,  1608,  between  the  crown 

of 


*  The  reader  may  confult  the  difpatcbes  of  this  f;rcat  mlTii- 
fter,  in  Winwood's  memorials.  The  grand  Point  upon  which 
the  Hollanders  ftood,  wis  our  old  tre.ities  with  the  houfe  of 
Bu. gundy,  which,  they  faid,  Ihould  be  obfervecl  towards  them. 
The  reafon,  probably,  of  S.lifbjry's  countenancing  them,  was 
tin's,  that  his  father  had  advifed  queen  Elizabeth  to  infill  on 
thofe  treaties  as  fufficient  to  jultity  her  alSlling  the  provinces, 
rctwithllanding  her  league  with  Spain.  Sir  William  Monfon's 
naval  trafts,    244.  ^  Winwood's  memor.-ili.  vol,  ii. 
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of  Great-Britain,  and  the  States-General  \  the  one  of 
peace  and  alliance,  the  other  for  ftating  and  fettling  the 
debt  due  to  king  yamcs  *.  One  would  have  imagined, 
that  the  advantages  obtained  by  thel'e  treaties,  fhould  have 
brought  the  republic  to  a  belter  temper,  in  refpe(5l  to  0- 
tlier  matters  J  but  it  did  not,  for  within  a  fliort  time 
after,  they  difputed  paying  the  a fTize- herring  in  S^otlandy 
and  the  licence- money  m  England-,  and  to  protedl  their 
fubje^s  from  tl^e  penalties  which  might  attend  fuch  a  re- 
fufal,  they  fent  fliips  of  force  to  efcort  their  hcrring- 
bufles  y.  Thefe  fads,  as  they  are  inconteftable,  I  think 
inyfelf  obliged  to  relate,  though  without  the  leaft  prejudice 
againft  the  Dutch,  who  are  a  people  certainly  to  be  com- 
mended for  all  fuch  inftances  of  their  public  fpirit,  as  appear 
to  be  tonfiftent  with  tjie  right  of  their  neighbours,  and  the 
Jaw  of  nations ''. 

B  u  T  at  this  time  of  day,  minifters  were  too  much 
afraid  of  parliaments  to  run  the  hazard  of  loofmg  any  of 
the  nations  rights,  for  want  of  infifting  upon  them,  and 
therefore  they  prevailed  upon  the  king,  to  republifh  his 
proclamation,  (which  follows)  that  a  parliament,  when- 
ever they  met,  might  fee  they  had  done  their  duty,  and 
advifc  the  king  thereupon  as  they  fhould  think  fit. 

ITje  Proclamation  concerning  FiJIAng. 

WHEREAS,  we  have  been  contented,    fince  our 
coming  to  the  crown,    to  tolerate  an  indifferent 
and  promifcuous  kind  of  Jiberty,  to  all  our  friends  whatfo- 

ever. 


m  \ 


^  Rymcr's  Foedera,  torn.  xvi.  p.  674.  et  feqij°n>  y  S.ldan. 
Mare  Claur.  lib.  li.  cap.  31.  ex  parlian  en:.  4  jnc.  C,  c.  60.  et 
Parliament    6  ejufcL  c.  86.  ^'  The  Vjuclicrs  loi   the.e  fads 
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tver,  to  ftih  within  our  ftreams,  and  upoti  any  of  our 
coafts  of  Great-Britain^  Ireland,  and  other  adjacent  illands, 
fo  far  forth  aa  th«  pernoiflionj  or  ufe  thereof,  might  nci: 
ledound  to  the  impeachment  of  our  prerogative  royal,  nor 
to  the  hurt  and  damage  of  our  loving  fubje£ts,  whofe  pre- 
fcrvation  and  flourifliing  cftate,  we  hold  ourfelf  principally 
bound  to  advance  before  all  worldly  refpcfts :  fo  findings 
that  our  continuance  therein,  hath  not  only  given  occa- 
fion  of  over-great  encroachments  upon  our  regalities,  or 
rather  queftioning  for  our  right,  but  hath  been  a  means 
of  daily  wrongs  to  our  own  people,  that  exercife  the  trade 
of  filhing,  as  (either  by  the  multitude  of  ftrangers,  which 
do  j>re-occupy  thofe  places,  or  by  the  injuries  which  they 
receive  moft  commonly  at  their  hand^)  our  fubjeds  are 
conftrained  to  abandon  their  fifhing,  or  at  leafl-,  are  be- 
come fo  difcouraged  in  tht  fame,  as  they  hold  it  better 
for  them  to  betake  themfelves  to  fome  other  courfe  off 
living,  whereby  not  only  direrfe  of  our  coaft  towns  are 
much  decayed,  but  the  number  of  our  mariners  daily  di- 
minidi^d,  which  is  a  matter  of  great  confequence  to  our 
eftate,  confidcring  h^w  much  the  ftrength  hereof  con- 
lilteth  in  the  power  of  Shipping  and  ufe  of  navigation  j  vre 
have  thought  it  how  both  juft.and  nec^flary,  in  rcfpcft, 
that  we  are  now,  by  God's  favours,  lineally  and  lawfully 
poflefled,  as  well  of  the  illand  of  Great-Britain y  a?  of 
Ireland,  and  the  reft  of  the  ifles  adjacent;  to  bethink 
ourfelvcs  of  good  and  lawful  means,  to  prevent  thofe  in- 
con  veniencies,  and  many  others  depending  on  the  fame. 
In  coniideration  whereof,  as  we  are  defirous  that  th^ 
world  may  take  notice,  that  we  have  no  intention  to  deny 
our  neighbours  and  allies  thoie  fruits  and  boiefits  of  pepce 
ftnd  friendlhip,  which  may  bejuiily  expet^d  4t  our  bands, 
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in  honour  and  reafon,  or  are  afforded  by  other  princes 
mutually  in  the  point  of  commerce,  and  exchange  of 
thofe  things  which  may  not  provt  prejudicial  to  them  i 
fo  becaufe  fome  fuch  convenient  order  may  be  taken  in 
this  matter,  as  may  fufficiently  provide  for  all  thofe  im-' 
portant  confiderarions  which  depend  thereupon ;  we 
have  refolved,  firft,  to  give  notice  to  all  the  world,  that 
our  exprefs  pleafure  is,  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  jfugufi  next  coming,  no  perfon,  of  what  nation 
or  quality  foever,  being  not  our  natural- bom  fubjeA,  be 
permitted  to  fifli  upon  any  of  our  coalls  and  feas  of 
Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  reft  of  the  iiles  adjacent, 
v/here  molt  ufually  heretofore  any  fiOiing  hath  been,  until 
they  have  orderly  demanded  and  obtained  licences  from  us, 
or  fuch  our  commlflioners  as  we  have  authorized  in  that 
behalf,  viz*  at  London  for  our  realms  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  at  Edinburgh  for  our  realm  of  Scotland,  which 
licences  our  intention  is,  (hall  be  yearly  demanded  for 
fo  many  veflels  and  (hips,  and  the  tonnage  thereof,  as  flial! 
intend  to  fiih  for  that  whole  year,  or  any  part  thereof, 
upon  any  of  our  coafts  and  feas,  as  aforefaid,  upon  pain 
of  fuch  chaftifemeot,  as  fliail  be  fit  to  be  infii<^ed  upon 
fuch  as  are  wilful  offenders.  >>  .-.  .^  •■     .     » 

Given,  at  our  palace  of  JVeJlminJler,  the  6th  day 

of  May,  in  the  yth  year  of  our  reign  of  Great* 

Britain,  Anno  Dom.  1609. 
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There  were  alfo  fome  ftruggles  in  this  reign  with  the 
French,  about  the  fame  rights  of  fiftery,  and  the  fove- 
reignty  ofthefea,  in  which,  through  the  vigorous  mea- 
furcs  taken  by  fir  William  Monfon,  the  nation  prevailed, 
and  the  French  were  obliged  to  defift  from  their  pradtiTes 
^  of 
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cf  difturblng  our  fifhermen,  and  otherwife  injuring  cur 
navigation  *.  In  1614,  the  fame  admiral  was  fent  to 
fcoijr  the  S^oUh  and  Irijh  feas,  which  were  much  infefted 
with  pyrates.  We  need  not  much  wonder  at  this,  if  we 
confider,  that  *till  king  Jameih  acccffion  to  the  throne  of 
England,  there  was  little  naval  ftrength  in  his  country, 
and  that  in  Ire'.andy  the  Spaniards^  by  frequently  pradlifing 
this  pyratical  trade,  during  the  war,  had  given  the,  barbarous 
inhabitants  fuch  a  rellfh  of  it,  that  they  could  not  foriake 
it  in  time  of  peace :  yet  the  noife  their  depredations  made, 
far  exceeded  the  damage;  for  when  .  n  the  firft  o\  June^  fir 
Pvilliam  Monfon  made  the  coaft  of  Cathnefs,'  the  moft  nor* 
thern  part  of  Scotland^  he  found  that,  inftead  of  twenty  py- 
lates  he  cxpct^cd  to  have  heard  of  cruifing  in  thofe  parts, 
there  were  in  fadt  but  two,  one  of  which  immediately  fur- 
rendered,  and  the  other  was  afterwards  taken  by  the  admi- 
ral on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  where,  by  a  proper  mixture  of 
clemency  and  feverity,  he  extirpated  thefe  rovers,  and  re- 
claimed the  inhabitants  of  the  fea-coaft  from  their  fcanda- 
ious  way  of  living,  by  affording  (belter  and  protedlion  to 
pyrates,  furnifhing  them  with  provifions,  and  taking  their 
plunder  in  exchange.  This  fervice  Sir  PFilliam  performed 
in  three  months  ^,  ,        ' 

In  16 1 7,  fir  Walter  Ralegh  vfzs  releafed  from  his  im- 
prifonment  in  the  Tower,  and  had  a  commiflion  from  the 
king,  to  difcover  and  take  pofiefiion  of  any  countries  in  the 
fouth  of  America,  which  were  inhabited  by  heathen  na*'ons, 
for  the  enlargement  of  commerce,  and  the  propagation  of 
religion  "  j  in  the  undertaking  which  expedition,  his  cx- 

VoL.  IJ.  C  penccs 


*  Stowe's  annals.     Sir  Wiiliatn  Monfon*s  naval  trafls,  p.  245. 
*  Ibid.  p.  247,  251.         «  Rymer's  FoeJera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  789. 
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fences  were  borne  by  himfelf,  his  friends,  and  fucb  mer- 
chants as  entertained  a  good  opinion  of  the  voyage.  His 
defign  has  been  varioufly  reprefented,  and  I  (hall  be  at  li- 
berty to  examine  it  hereafter,  more  at  large  in  its  proper 
place.  At  prefent,  I  am  to  fpeak  of  it  only  a?  public 
concern,  in  which  light  it  was  juftifiable  beyo'  i  quef- 
tion,  notwithftanding  the  out-cries  that  were  made  againft 
it  by  the  Spaniards.  It  is  indeed,  pretty  evident,  that  the 
complaints  of  their  minifter  Don  Diego  Sarmiento  d*Acuna^ 
fo  well  known  afterwards  by  the  title  of  Count  Gondemart 
were  not  fo  much  grounded  on  any  notions  he  himfelf  had 
of  the  injuftice  of  this  defign,  as  on  a  piece  of  Spanijh  po- 
licy, by  railing  a  clamour  on  falfe  pretences,  to  difcover  the 
true  fcopc  and  intent  of  fir  IValter's  voyage.  In  this  he 
was  but  too  fuccefsful ;  for,  upon  his  reprefentations,  that 
excellent  perfon  was  obliged  to  give  a  diftindl  account,  as 
well  of  his  preparations  for  executing,  as  of  the  defign  he 
was  to  execute :  and  this  (by  what  means  is  not  clear)  wa» 
communicated  to  the  Spaniards^  who  thereby  gained  lan  op- 
portunity, firft  of  difappointing  him  'mAmtric4y  and  then  ot 
taking  off  his  head  upon  his  return,  to  the  lafting  diflio- 
nour  of  this  reign,  as  well  as  the  great  detriment  of  the 
nation  i  for  without  all  doubt,  this  projedt  of  fir  Waltir 
Ralegh*s  for  fettling  in  Guiana^  was  not  only  well  contri- 
ved, but  well  founded;  and,  if  it  had  been  followed, 
might  have  been  as  beneficial  to  Brit/iin,  as  Brazil  is  to 
Portugal  *, 

The  difputes  with  the  ftates  of  Holland,  in  reference  to 
the  right  of  fifliing,  broke  out  again,  in  the  year  16 1 8, 
from  the  old  caufesy  which  weve  plainly  a  very  high  pre- 

fumption 


See  the  life  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  mr.  Oldys,  p.  ^. 
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ftinlption  of  theii'  own  maritime  force,  and  an  opinion 
they  had  entertained,  of  the  king's  being  much  addidted  to 
^eace.  It  is  not  dt  all  impoflible,  that  they  had  a  great 
Opinion  like  wife  of  their  minifter's  capacity,  and  ihatfoonet 
or  later,  if  they  could  but  keep  up  a  long  negotiation,  they 
Imight  either  prfcvail  upon  the  king  to  drop  his  pretenfions^ 
or  repeat  their  own  ill  founded  excufes  fo  often,  till  they 
gained  credit.  At  thIS  time,  thofe  who  hated  the  EngVJb 
miniftry,  treated  thefe  differences  with  that  republick,  as  ra^ 
thcr  criminalj  than  honourable  j  but  the  fame  men  liring 
long  enough  to  get  the  fupreme  power  into  their  own 
hands,  in  the  time  of  the  long  parliament,  caufcd  the  let- 
ters of  ftatd  written  at  that  i'-.»ifture,  to  be  drawn  out  of 
ddd  and  rUbbifh^  and  made  them  the  foundation  of  that 
ijuarrel,  which  they  profeCuted  with  force  of  arms.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  no  occafion  of  the  like  nature^  will  ever 
happen  i  but  rfeverthelcfs,  as  thofe  letters  are  very  curious, 
and  much  to  the  ptirpofe,  a  few  extrads  from  them,  can 
not  but  be  acceptable,  and  may  be  ufeful. 

Extract  bfa  LE'tTER  from ficretdry  Naunton,  to/ir 
Dudley  Carlcton,  tmbajjador  to  the  States- General,  dated 
the  iijiof  December  1618. 
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IMuit  now  let  your  LordAiip  know,  that  the  States 
commiflioners  and  deputies,  both,  having  attended  hiV 
•f  majefty  at  NezvmarJtet^  and  there  prefented  their  let- 
•*  tcrs  of  aedencC)  returned  to  London  on  Saturday  was  fe- 
*<  vennight,  and,  upon  Tuefday,  had  audience  in  the  coun- 
••  cil  chamber,  where  being  required  to  communicate  iha 
points  of  their  commiflion,  they  delivered  their  medita- 
ted anfwer  at  length.  The  lords,  upon  perufal  of  if, 
••  appointed  my  lord  Bimng  and  me,  to  attend  his  majefty 
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"  for  dircdlions,  what  reply  to  return  to  this  anfwer  of 
•*  theirs,  which  wc  reprefcnted  to  their  lordftiips  yefterday  to 
"  this  efFcft  j  that  his  majefty  found  it  ftrange,  that  they 
having  been  fo  often  required  by  your  lordfliip,  his  ma- 
jefty*s  ambaflador,  as  from  himfeif  in  their  public  af- 
•*  femblies,  to  fend  over  coramiflioners  fully  authorized  to 
**  treat  and  conclude^  not  only  of  all  differences  grown 
between  the  fubjedls  of  boih  dates,  touching  the  trade 
to  the  EaJ}- Indies i  and  the  whale- fifhing,  and  to  regu- 
late and  fettle,  a  joint  and  an  even  traffick  in  thofe  quar- 
ters; bur  withal,  to  take  order  for  a  more  indifferent 
courfe  of  determining  other  queflions,  growing  between 
our  merchants  and  them,  about  their  draperies  i^iid  the 
tare;  and  more  efpecially,  to  determine  his  majefty's 
right  for  the  fole  fifhing,  upon  all  the  coafts  of  his  three 
kingdoms,  into  which  they  had  of  late  times  incroached 
"  farther  than  of  right  they  could ;  and  laftly,  for  the  re- 
**  glement  and  reducing  of  their  coins,  to  fuch  a  propor- 
"  tion  and  correfpondence,  with  thofe  of  his  majefty,  and 
"  other  Hates,  that  their  fubjetls  might  make  no  advan- 
**  tage  to  tranfport  our  monies  by  inhancing  their  valua- 
"  tion  there.  All  which  they  confefled,  your  lordfhip 
"  had  inftanced  them  for  in  his  majefty's  name,  that  after 
'*  all  this  attent  on  his  majefty*s  part,  and  fo  long  delibe- 
**  ration  on  theirs,  they  were  come  at  laft  with  a  propoli- 
**  tion,  to  fpeak  only  to  the  two  firft  points,  and  inftru^l- 
^*  cd  thereunto  with  bare  letters  of  credence  only,  which 
•'  his  majefty  lakes  for  an  imperious  falhion  of  proceeding 
**  in  them,  as  if  they  were  come  hither  to  treat  of  what 
**  themfelves  pleafed,  and  to  give  law  to  his  majeily  in  his 
"  own  kingdom,  and  to  propofc,  and  admit  of  npthing, 
**  but  what  (hould  tend  merely  to  their  own  ends. 
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'  *'  To  the  fecond,  whereas  they  would  decline  all  debate 
**  of  the  fifliing  upon  his  majefty's  coafts  firft,  by  aliega- 
*•  tionsof  their  late  great  lofles,  and  thcfcarofanefmcute 
"  of  their  people,  who  are  all  interefted  in  that  queftion, 
*,*  and  would  belike  break  out  into  fome  combuftion  to  the 
"  hazard  of  their  (late,  which  hath  lately  fcaped  naufrage, 
•*  and  is  not  yet  altogether  calmed.    What  is  this,  but  to^ 
*•  raife  an  advantage  to  themfelves,  out  of  their  difadvan- 
**  tage?  But  afterwards,  they  profefled  their  loihnefs  to  call , 
**  it  into  doubt,  orqueftion,  claiming  an  immemorial  poflef-  ^ 
•*  lion,  feconded  by  the  law  of  nations;  to  which, his  ma-, 
•*  jefty  will  have  them  told,  that  the  kings  of  Spain  have, 
*'  fought  leave  to  fifli  there  by  treaty  from  this  crown, 
"  and  that  the  king  of  France^  a  nearer  neighbour  to  our- 
*'  coafts  than  they,  to  this  day  requefts  leave  for  a  few  vef- 
*«  fels  to  fifh  for  provifion  of  his  own  houfhold ;  that  they 
*»  being  a  ftate  of  fo  late  date,  (hould  be  the  firft  that 
*<  would  prefumc  to  queihon  his  majefty*s  ancient  right  fo* 
'*  many  hundred  years  inviolably  pofleflcd  by  his  progeni- 
"  tors,  and  acknowledged  by  all  other  ancient  ftates  and 
princes.    That  themfelves,    in    their  public  letters  of 
the  laft  of  June,  fent  by  your  lordfhip,  feemed  then  to 
*'  confirm  their  immemorial  poffeffion,  as  they  term  it,' 
"  with  divers  treaties  as  are  that  of  the  year  1550,  and  ano- 
'*  ther  between  his  majefty's  predeceflbrs  and  Charles  tlie 
"  fifth,  as  prince  of  thofe  provinces,  and  not  by  the  law 
**  of  nations.    To  which,   their  laft   plea,   his  majefty 
**  would  have  them  told,  that  he  being  an  iflander  prince, 
*<  is  not  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  rights  of  his  own  king- 
"  doms,  nor  doth  expedl  to  be  taught  the  law  of  nations 
"  by  them,  or  their  Grotiusy  whofe  ill  thriving,   might 
"  rarher  teach  others  to  difavovv  his  pofitions;  and  his  ho- 
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"  nefty  called  in  queftion  by  th(?mfelves,  might  rendor  hi) 
^<  learning  as  mucli  fufpefted  to  them  as  his  perfon.  Thi^ 
**  his  majefty  takes  for  an  high  point  of  his  fovjsreigntyj^ 
*'  and  wlI  not  haye  it  Righted  ojfer,  in  any  fafhion  \yl)at-« 
*•  foever. 

«<  T  H  u  s  I  hairj5  particulatpd  unto  you,  the  manner  oC 
•'  our  proceeding  i^rith  them.  Let  them  advife  to  feelq 
•*  leave  from  his  majefty,  and  acknowledge  in  him  his  right, 
^^  as  other  princes  haye  done,  and  do,  or  it  may  well  come 
<*  to  pafs,  that  they  that  will  needs  bear  all  the  world  be- 
•«  fore  them,  by  their  Mar^  Lihrum,  may  foon  come  to 
«*  have,  neither  Terram  ^  Solum,  nor  Rempublham  Li" 
««  hram.  ** 


.■-^'.i  ■!;:' 


;pxTRACT  of  a  LETTER  of  the  faid  amhcffador,  to  fe. 
{retary  Naimton,  dated  at  the  Hague,  30/i^  of  Decern' 
her^  1618. 
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WHether  the  final  refolution  herc^^  will  be  accord- 
ing to  his  majefty's  defire,  in  that  point,  con* 
••  cerning  the  fifhing  upon  the  coafts  of  his  three  king- 
doms, I  cannot  fay ;  and  by  fomewhat  which  fell  from 
the  prince  of  Orange,  by  way  of  difcourfe,  when  he 
•*  took  leave  of  me,  on  Monday  lalt,  at  liis  departure^  I 
•*  fufpeft  it  will  not,  in  regard  the  ipagiltrates  of  thefc 
f  towns  of  Holland,  being  n^wly  placed,  and  yet  fcarce 
•?  faft  in  their  feats,  who  do  authorize  the  deputies,  which 
**  come  hither  to  the  allbmbly  of  the  flatcs,  in  all  things 
**♦  they  are  td  treat  and  refolve,-wilI  not  adventure,  foj* 
*^  fear  of  the  people,  to  determine  of  a  bufmefs  on  which 
•*  the  livelihood  of  fifty  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
•♦  one  iingle  province  doth  depend.  I  told  the  prince,  that 
*•  howfoever  his  majefty,  both  in  honour  of  bis  crown 
•  '•  .  •  ""and 


Of  King  J  A  M  E  S   I.  23 

f'  and  perfon,  and  intereft  of  his  kindoms,  neither  could, 
**  nor  would  any  longer  defift,  from  having  his  right  acf 
**  knowledged  by  this  (late,  as  well  as  by  all  other  princes 
**  and  commonwealths,  efpecially  finding  the  fame  opcn- 
■**  oppugned,  both  by  their  ftatesmen  and  men  of  war,  as 
^*  the  writings  of  GrotiuSy  and  the  taking  of  John  Brown 
"  the  laft  year,  may  teftify ;  yet  this  acknowledgment  of 
**  a  right,  and  a  due,  was  no  exclulion  of  grace  and  fa- 
'*  vour,  and  that  the  people  of  this  country,  paying  that 
"  fmall  tribute  upon  every  one  of  their  bufles,  which  is 
*'  not  fo  much  a«  difputed  by  any  other  nation  whatfoever, 
•**  Such  was  his  majefty's  weil-wifhing  to  this  ftate,  that  I 
"*'  prefumed  of  his  permiOion,  to  fuffer  them  to  continue  their 
^*  courfe  of  fifhing,  which  they  might  ufe  thereby  with 
f*  more  freedom  and  Icfs  apprehenfion  of  moleftation  and 
^*  let  than  before,  and  likewife  fpare  the  coft  of  fome  o( 
-^*  their  men  of  war,  which  they  yearly  fend  out  to  main- 
•*'  tain  that  by  force,  which  they  may  have  of  courtefy. 

*^'  T  H  E  prince  anfwered,  that  for  himfelf,  at  his  return 
**  from  Vtrechty  he  would  do  his  beft  endeavours,  to  pro- 
"  cure  his  maje(ly*s  contentment;  but  he  doubted  the  HoU 
*'  landers  would  apprehend  the  fame  effedl  in  their  pay- 
•*  ment  for  fifliing,  as  they  found  in  the  pallage  of  the 
*•  Sound,  where,  at  firft,  an  eafy  matter  was  demanded 
**  by  the  Jcing  of  Denmark^  but  now  more  exa(^ted  than 
•*  they  c^n  poflibly  bear:  and  touching  their  men  of  war, 
^*  he  faid,  they  n>uft  ftill  bp  at  the  fame  charge  with  them, 
««  becaufp  of  the  pyrates.  Withal,  he  call  out  a  queftion 
"  to  me,  whether  this  freedom  of  fifhing,  might  not  be 
5  redeemed  with  a  fuip  of  money.    To  which  I  anfwer- 


^^ 


«♦  edi 


^- 


ii^v: 


Wi 


24         NAVAL    HlSrORT      ,    , 

•'  cd,  it  was  a  matter  of  royalty  more  than  of  utllityi 
tho*  princes  were  not  to  negled  their  profit  *.  "    '. 


<c 


Extract  of  a  LETTER  from  ficreUry  Naunton,  /* 
..  t^g  lord  amhajfador  Carleton,  dated  tht  2\ft  of  Janu- 
ary, 1618.  .     .         vV     \  ,.       ■'!     ' 
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As  I  had  di(5hted  thus  far,  I  received  direction  from 
his  majefty,  to  lignify  to  the  ftates  commiflioners 
**  here,  that  albeit  their  earnefl  intreaty,  and  his  gracious 
•*  confideration  of  the  prefent  trouble  of  their  church  and 
**  ftate,  had  moved  his  majefty  to  confent  to  delay  the 
•*  treaty  of  the  great  fifliing,  till  the  time  craved  by  the 
**  commiflioners  J  yet  underftanding  by  new  and  frefli 
'<  complaints  of  his  mariners  and  filhers,  upon  the  coails 
'*  of  Scotland^  that  within  thefe  four  or  five  laft  years,  the 
**  Low-Country  fifhers  have  taken  fo  great  advantages  of 
his  majefty *s  toleration,  that  they  have  grown  nearer 
and  nearer  upon  his  majefty's  coafts  year  by  year,  than 
*'  they  did  in  preceding  times,  without  leaving  any  bounds 

«  for 


•  Yet,  that  we  may  perceive,  whenever  our  court  proceeded 
with  due  fpirit,  it  had  its  effeti,  and  brought  even  theft  fubtilc 
regori?itors  to  make  concefllons,  which,  in  reality,  deftroycd  all 
their  pretcnfions  at  other  tfmes,  will  appear,  from  an  Extract 
of  a  LETTER  dated  January  the  14th,  1618,  from  the  fan;c 
aojLaflkdor  to  fecretary  Naunton,  in  which  he  gives  him  to  under- 
ftand,  "  that  having  been  expoftuiated  with,  but  in  a  frieodiy 
"  manner,  by  certain  of  the  ftates,  about  his  late  prppofition,  at 
**  unfeafonable,  and  fliarp ;  they  faid,  they  acknowledged  their 
••  commiflionen  went  beyond  their  limits,  in  their  terms  of  jm» 
**  memorial  poffciTion,  immutable  droit  dt  gens^  for  which  th«y 
**  had  no  order,  thdt  he  then  defired  them,  to  confider  what  a 
*•  wrong  it  was,  to  challenge  that  upon  right,  which  thofe  pro- 
**  vinccs  had  hitherto  enjoied,  either  by  connivance  or  courtefy, 
'*  and  yet  never  without  claim  on  bis  majelly's  fide.  ". 
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«*  for  the  country  people  and  natives  to  fife  upon  their  prince's 
**  coalls,  and  opprefl'ed  fome  of  his  fubjefls  c^  intent  to 
*'  ccMitinue  their  pretended  pofleflion,  and  driven  fome  of 
«•  their  great  veflels  through  their  nets,  to  deter  others  by 
•*  fear  of  the  like  violence  from  fifliing  near  them,  ^c, 
*<  His  majefty  cannot  forbear  to  tell  them,  that  he  is  fo 
««  well  perfuaded  of  the  equity  of  the  dates,  and  of  the 
**  honourable  refpedt  they  bear  unto  him,  and  to  his  fub" 
*•  jedts  for  his  faice,  that  they  will  never  allow  fo  unjuft 
**  and  iniollerable  oppreffions;  for  reftraint  whereof,  and 
*'  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  which  mud  enfue  upon 
<*  the  continuance  of  the  fame,  his  majeity  hath  by  me 
*•  defired  them  to  write  to  their  fuperiors,  to  caufe  pro- 
*<  clamation  to  be  made,  prohibiting  any  of  their  fubjedts 
'<  to  Rfh  within  fourteen  miles  of  his  majefty's  coafts  this 
**  year,  or  in  any  time  hereafter,  until  orders  be  taken 
*<  by  commiflioners  to  be  authorized  on  both  fides,  for  a 
*<  final  fettling  of  the  main  bufinefs.    His  majefty  hath 
**  likewife  diredled  me  to  command  you  from  him  to 
*'  make  the  like  declaration  and  inftance  to  the  f^ates 
"  there,  and  to  certify  his  majefty  of  their  anfwers  with 
"  what  convenient  fpeed  you  may." 

What  effedl  the  ambailadors  negotiation  had  with  the 
ftates,  appears  by  a  letter  of  his  from  the  Hague  of  the 
6th  of  February  1618,  to  king  James  himfelf. 

«•  I  find  likewife  in  the  manner  of  proceeding,  that 
•'  treating  by  way  of  propofition  here,  nothing  can  be 
«*  expefted  but  their  wonted  dilatory  and  evafivc  anfwers, 
«*  their  manner  being  to  refer  fuch  propoiitions  from 
"  the  States-General  to  the  ftates  of  Holland.  The  ftates 
*«  of  Holknd  take  advice  of  a  certain  council  refiding  it 
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*^  i>/^,  which  they  caH  the  ccM^ncil  of  the  fifhery,  from 
«•  them  fuch  an  anfwcr  commonly  comes  as  may.  be  ex- 
f*  pelted  from  fuch  an  oracle.  The  way  therefore  (un- 
f«  der  correftion)  to  effeft  your  majefty's  intent,  is  to 
**  begin  with  fifliers  themfelves,  by  publiihing  againft  the 
ff  time  of  their  going  out,  your  refoiution  at  what  4i- 
f*  ftance  yoi^  lyill  permit  them  to  fi(hy  whereby  they  will 
f  *  be  forced  to  hskvt  recourfe  to  their  council  of  fifhery, 
**  that  council  to  tl^e  Hates  of  Holland^  and  thofe  of  l^* 
*'  land  to  the  Statis-Gemralt  who  then  in  place  of  being 
**  Axight  unto,  will  for  contentment  of  their  fubje£tsfee^ 
**  unto  your  majefty."  '    •' 

These  letters  make  it  pcrfcftly  cle^r,  that  king  James 
ailerted  his  rights  through  the  long  courfe  of  this  negotia- 
ticm,  as  clearly  and  as  explicitly  as  it  was  poflible,  and 
brought  the  Hates  themfelves  to  acknowledge,  that  thefe 
tights  bad  a  juft  foundation.  If  it  (hould  be  enquired  how  it 
came  to  pafs,  that  after  carrying  things  fo  far,  and  to 
iiich  a  feeming  height,  they  (hould  fall  again  into  filence 
and  oblivion ;  the  beft  anfwef-  tl^at  c^n  be  given  to  thi$ 
queftioQ  is,  that  in  the  midft  of  this  difputey  the  prince 
of  Orange  alked  fir  Dudlty  Ccrleton  a  very  (hrewd  que- 
^ion,  viz,  whether  this  claim  ^about  the  fifhery  might  not 
be  quieted  for  a  fum  of  money  ?  That  gentleman,  who 
was  afterjwrarcis  created  vifcount  Dorche/ler,  was  certainly 
a  man  of  honour,  as  fully  appears  from  the  advice  given 
in  the  laft  lettti-  we  have  cited ;  but  whether  fome  men 
in  power  might  not  find  a  method  by  agents  of  their  own, 
to  convey  an  anfwer  to  fo  plain  a  demand,  b  !nore  than 
at  this  diftance  of  time  can  be  determined.  Sir  H^illiam 
i/knfon  tells  us,  (jia^  in  refersnce  to  the  difputet  about 
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ikj^  fiig,  the  Dutch  found  a  kind  of  prot««5lor  in  tjic  great 
earl  of  $ali/bury  j  nor  is  it  at  all  irnpojQible,  th^t  thejr 
might  find  an  advocate  in  this  important  bulioeis  of  tht 
fiflicry ;  but  if  they  did,  this  mull  have  been  a  minjlte- 
rial  ^nd  not  a  natipnal  bajigaio^  fince  we  (hall  find  that  ii^ 
the  next  reign,  this  claim  was  inijfted  upon  as  warmly^ 
^nd  with  fome  better  cfeft,  than  in  that  of  king  Jamts, 

It  may  not  be  anaifs  however  to  obferve  here,  that  by 
whatever  means  things  were  fettled  and  quieted  at  that 
time,  it  could  never  afeft  the  claim  of  right   by  the 
crawn  of  Great-Britain  \  for  as  fir  Dudley  Carkton  very 
wifely  returned  for  anfwer  to  the  queftion  before- mention- 
ed, that  it  was  a  royalty,  fo  beyond  all  doubt,  thofe  an- 
cient and  immemorial  prerogatives  of  the  crown  are  un- 
alienable i  and  tho*  treaties  may  be  made  fcr  explaining, 
regulating,  and  adjuding  them  with  our  neighbours,  yet 
this  mull  be  always  underllood  as  done  with  a  view  to  the 
maintaining  them ;  thefe  rights  belonging  to  the  crown  and 
not  to  tl^e  king,  who  tho*  bound  by  the  duty  of  his  of- 
^e  to  fupport  and  vindicate  them,  yet  is  at  the  fame  time 
retrained  by  that  duty  from  alienating  them ;  and  there- 
fore whatever  tolerations,   connivances,  or   forbearances 
there  may  be  in  particular  reigns,  or  from  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  thefe  can  never  be  urged  in  prejudice  to  the 
inherent  rights  of  the  crown,  which  always  fubfift,  tho* 
they  may  not  always  be  infifted  upon.    This  dodlrine  the 
reader  has  before  feen,  was  particularly  urged  and  applied 
by  fir  ffilliam  Monfm  in  the  cafe  of  the  fl<rg,  when  the 
jPutch  were  defirous  of  availing  themfelves  of  queen  £if- 
%al/eth*s  waving  her  right  in  a  cafe  where  indeed  it  could 
not  well  be  infifted  upon,  that  is,  \\'here  a  Dutch  fqua- 
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dron  fervcd  as  auxiliaries,  in  a  fleet  commanded  by  an  Eft"' 
giyh  admiral,  and  confer  »ently  for  that  lime,  were  treated 
as  Englijh  fubje£ts. 

We  come  now  to  the  only  naval  expedition  of  confe- 
quence,  which  was  undertaken  during  the  time  this  king 
fat  upon  the  throne,  I  mean  the  attempt  upon  Algiers, 
What  the  real  grounds  were  of  this  romantic  undertaking, 
feems  not  eafy  to  be  difcovered.  The  common  ftory  is, 
that  coMni  Gondemar  having  gained  an  afcendancy  over 
his  majeily's  underflanding,  perfuaded  him,  contrary  to 
his  natural  inclination,  which  feldom  permitted  him  to  adl 
vigoroufly  againft  his  own  enemies,  to  £t  out  a  formida- 
ble fleet,  in  order  to  humble  the  foes  of  the  king  of 
Spain  \  But  we  have  it  from  other  hands,  that  this 
was  a  projeft  of  much  older  Handing,  that  the  earl  of 
Nottingham  had  follicited  the  king  to  fuch  an  expedition, 
before  he  laid  down  his  charge  of  iord  high  admiral ;  and 
that  fir  Robert  Manfel  infufed  it  into  the  head  of  his  fuc- 
cefTor  Buckingham^  that  it  would  give  a  great  reputation 
to  his  management  of  naval  affairs,  if  fuch  a  thing  was 
entered  upon  in  the  dawn  of  his  adminiftration.  As 
Buckingham  eafily  brought  the  king  to  confent  to  what- 
ever himfelf  approved,  there  is  the  utmoft  probability  that 
it  was  by  his  influence  this  defign  was  carried  into  execu- 
tion i  notwith Handing  that,  fir  William  Monfony  who 
had  been  confulted  upon  It,  gave  his  judgment,  fupported 
by  ftrong  and  clear  arguments,  that  it  was  rafh  and  ill 
founded,  and  that  inftead  of  raifing  the  reputation  of  the 
Britijh  arms,  it  would  only  contribute  to  render  them 
ridiculous,  becaufe  the  whole  world  would  take  notice  of 
..     ,  *\J:^'^  -  ■  ■ .- '  •*     .  •  r  1  /v.-     '  ^'.^'".'  C'1  ilr.  the 
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the  difappointment,  whereas  only  a  few  could  judge  of 
its  real  caufes ;  and  Oi  the  little  reafon  there  was  to  raea- 
fure  the  naval  ftrength  ol  Britain  thereby  K 

In  the  month  of  O^ober   1620,  this  fleet  failed  from 
Plymouth.    It  confided  of  fix  men  of  war,  and    twelve 
ftout  (hips  hired  from  the  merchants.    Of  thefe  fir  Robert 
Manfel,  then  vice-admiral  of  England^  had  the  command 
in  chief,  fir  Richard  Hawkins  was  vice,  and  fir  Thomas 
Button  rear-admiral,  fir  Henry  P aimer ^  Arthur  Manwa- 
ring,   Thomas  Love  and  Samuel  Jrgall,  Efqrsj  were  ap- 
pointed to  be  members  of  the  council  of  war,  and  Ed' 
ward  Clarke,    Efq;    was  fecretary.      On    the   twenty- 
feventh  of  November,  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  Jlgier^ 
road,  and  faluted  the  town,  but  without  receiving  a  fingle 
gun  in  anfwer.    On  the  twenty-eighth,  the  admiral  fent 
a  gentleman  with  a  white  ^ag  to  let  the  Turkijh  vice-roy 
know  the  caufe  of  his  coming,  who  returned  him  an  an- 
fwer by  four  commiflioners,  that  he  had  orders  from  the 
Grand  Seignior  to  ufe  the  Englijb  with  the  utmoft  re- 
fped,  to  fuffer  their  men  to  come  on  fhore,  and  to  fur* 
nilh  them  with  what  provifions  they  wanted.      Upon 
this,  a  negotiation  enfued,  in  which  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whe- 
ther the  Turks  or  the  admiral  adled  with  greater  chicanery. 
The  former  refufed  to  ciifmifs  the  gentleman  firft  fent, 
unlefs  an  EngliJI)  conful  was  left  at  Algiers,  and  the  lat- 
ter, to  rid  himfelf  of  this  difficulty,  prevailed  upon  a  fca- 
man  to  put  on  a  fuit  of  good  cloaths,  and  to  pafs  for  a 
conful ;  this  cheat  not  being  difcovered  by  the  Turks,  they 
fent  forty  Englijh  fla/es  on  board  the  admiral,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  give  him  fatisfadion  as  to  his  other  demands ; 
"'■'--->■■  ■-  -  "  ;    ■   .  upon 
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rtpon  whfch,  He  failed  again  for  the  SpamJ^  coaft,  attend- 
ed by  fix  French  men  of  war,  tHfe  admiral  of  which  fqua- 
dron  had  ftruclt  to  the  Englijh  fleet  on  his  firl!  joining  it, 
ivhich  feertis  to  have  been  the  greatcft  honour,  and  per- 
haps the  greateft  advantage  too  that  attended  this  whole 
expedition  ". 

It  had  been  v^ell  if  this  entei-prize  had  ended  thus  i 
but  after  receiving  a  fupply  of  provifions  ftom  England; 
it  was  refolved  to  make  ahothet  attempt  upon  Jlgiers  in 
the  fpring,  and,  if  poflible,  to  burn  the  (hips  in  the 
inole  \  Accordingly  in  the  month  of  May  the  fleet  left 
the  coaft  of  Majorca,  and  upon  the  twenty-fiift  of  the 
lame  month,  anchored  before  Algifrs^  and  began  to  pre- 
pare for  the  execution  of  this  defign.  Two  fhips  mken 
from  the  Turks,  one  of  an  hundred,  the  other  of  fixty 
tons,  were  fitted  up  for  this  purpofe.  't'hey  were  fill- 
ed with  dry  wood,  oakam,  pilch,  rofin^  tar,  brimftone, 
and  other  combuftible  matter,  and  provided  with  chains, 
grappling-irons,  and  boats  to  bring  oflf  the  men ;  next 
followed  the  three  brigantines,  which  the  admiral  bought 
at  AHcant^  with  fire-balls,  buckets  of  wild-fire,  and  fire- 
pikes  to  faften  their  fire-works  to  the  entniy*s  fliips. 
They  had  alfo  a  gunlod,  fitted  up  With  fire- works, 
chains,  and  grappling  irons;  the  gunlod  was  t9  be  fired  in 
the  midft  of  the  ilhips  in  the  trtolc,  having  h'kevvifc  a 
boat  to  bring  off  her  men.  Seven  armed  boats  followed 
to  fuftain  thofe  of  the  fire-lhips,  in  cafe  they  were  put- 
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%  Purchas's  Pilgrim,  p.  88i.     See  alfo  an  account  of  this  expe- 
dition, publifhed  by  authority  in  162 1.  ^  Sec- the  relation  of 
thit  expedition  befofe  referred  toi  which  is  almoft  the  only  authen- 
tic account  we  have  of  it ;  and  yet  it  is  an  account  only  on  one 
fid?,  and  was  certainly  written  to  Juftlfy  the  undertaking. 
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Aied  at  their  coming  off.    Thcfe  were  likewife  fumiflied 
with  fire-works  to  deftroy  the  fhips  without  the  mole. 

The  wind  not  being  favourable,  the  attempt  was  put 
off  till  the  twenty-fourth,  and  blowing  then  at  S.  S.  W. 
the  fhips  advanced  with  a  brifk  gale  towards  the  mole  ; 
but  when  they  were  within  lefs  than  a  mufket-lhot  of  the 
mole's  head,  the  wind  died  away,  and  it  grew  fo  calm 
they  could  not  enter.    However,  the  boats  and  brigantines 
finding  they  were  difcovered,   by  thfc  brightnefs  of  the 
moon,  which  was  then  at  full,  and  being  informed  by  a 
chriftian    flaVe,   who    fwam  frcm  the   towh,  that  the 
Turks  had  left  their  fhips  unguarded,  with  only  a  man  or 
two  in  each  of  them,  they  refolved  to  proceed ;  which 
they  did,  but  performed  little  or  nothing,  and  then  reti- 
red with  the  lofs  of  fix  taen.    After  a  day  or  two's  ftSy 
they  put  to  fea,  and  in  the  month  of  June  returned  to 
England,    Thb  ill-Concettcd  enterprlze  had  no  other  ef- 
fe<ft,  than  that  of  expofing  our  own  commerce  to  the 
infults  of  the  AlgerineSy  who  did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief, 
while  we  did  thetn  tittle  Or  none ;  though  two  other  fleets 
were  afterwards  fent  againft  them,  one  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  lord  f^illoughbyy  and  the  other  under  that  of 
the  earl  of  Denbigh ;  but  both  did  fo  little,  that  very  few 
of  our  hiftories  take  any  notice  of  them  K    Sir  tPtUiam 
Monfon  has  made  fome  fevere  but  juft  obfervations  ^  upon. 
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'  In  the  continuation  of  Stowe's  chronicle  by  Howes,  there  Is 
not  a  word  of  it,  and  in  many  other  books  of  the  fame  kind, 
we  are  barely  told  when  this  fleet  failed,  and  when  it  came  back. 
^  There  are  three  difcourfes  of  his  upon  this  fubjcft,  one  addref- 
fed  to  the  privy-council  on  the  propereft  method  for  attempting 
Che  ruin  of  Algiers  ;  another  difiiiading  from  that  enterprize;  and 
the  third  on  the  miflakes  in  this  expedition,  wherein  he  ob« 
ferves,  that,  during  all  the  time  they  were  out,  they  were  but 
twenty  days  at  fea. 
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thefc  undertakings,  and  particularly  remarks,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  whole  nation  was  grievoufly  offended,  a& 
they  will  always  be  at  fuch  mifcarriages,  yet  they  never 
had  any  fatisfaftion  given  them ;  which  irritated  them  ex- 
ceedingly, and  contributed  not  a  little  to  raife  thatfpirit 
which  vented  itfelf  afterwards  in  a  civil  war. 

In  1623,  happened  the  bloody  affair  of  Amboyna,  of 
which  I  (hall  give  a  (hort  and  fair  account ;  becaufe  it 
gave  birth  to  our  national  hatred  of  the  Dutch,  which 
fubfifted  long,  and  had  fuch  fatal  effedls.  By  *>  treaty 
concluded  between  Great-Britain  and  the  United  provima 
in  1 6 19,  it  was  flipulated  amongfl  other  things,  that,  to 
prevent  farther  difputes,  the  Dutch  (hould  enjoy  two  thirds 
of  the  trade  at  Amhoynat  and  the  h  ^g^Jh  one.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  this,  a  factory  was  erected  in  that  illand  as  well 
as  other  places  \  yet  in  the  (hort  fpace  of  two  years,  the 
Dutch  grew  weary  of  their  company,  and,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  a  plot,  feized  the  principal  perfons  in  the  fadlory, 
tortured  them,  and  having  extorted  from  them  fome  con- 
fefiions,  put  as  many  of  them  as  they  thought  fit  to 
death,  and  under  a  (hew  of  clemency  difcharged  the  reft, 
fcizing,  however,  not  only  on  this,  but  all  the  other  fa- 
ctories likewife,  which  at  that  time  the  Englijb  had  in  the 
Spice-ijlandst  and  thereby  engrofling  that  moft  valuable 
trade  to  themfelves.  That  this  was  really  a  contrivance, 
^ems  to  be  pretty  plain,  not  to  make  ufe  of  a  ftronger 
word,  from  the  following  circumftances  which  are  incon- 
teftable.  The  Englijh  had  only  a  houfe  wherein  their  fa- 
ctory refided  5  whereas  the  Dutch  were  polTeired  of  ;  very 
ftrong  fort,  the  number  of  the  former  did  not  excerjd 
twenty,  the  latter  had  above  two  hundred  garrifoned  fol- 
diers  in  the  caille,  and  eight  (tout  (hips  riding  in  the  port. 
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The  prifoners  all  denied  it  folemnly  at  their  deaths,  and 
Would  have  taken  the  facrament  on  the  truth  of  what 
they  faid  ;  but  it  was  refufcd  them  by  the  Dutch  '.     But 
that  I  may  not  be  fufpcdled  of   injudice  towards  them, 
I  will  tranfcribe  their  own  account  of  this  matter.  "  This 
ifland  fays  a  writer,  who  addrelled  his  work  to  the  ftates 
of  Holland  ",  was  a  long  time  the  fubjedl  of  difpute  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  Englifl),     The  Enjl- India  company, 
■who  had  made  themfelves  mailers  of  it,  entered  into  a 
-treaty  with  the  Englijh^  for  driving  out  the  Portuguefe 
and  Spaniards ;  and  by  one  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty  it 
I  was  agreed,  that  they  fhould  furnlfh  ten  men  of  war  for 
this  purpofe.     They  negledlng  this  armament,  the  In- 
.dians  of  Ternate,  taking  advantage  of  the  weaknefs  which 
'this  omiflion  of  theirs  had  occafioncd,  agreed  to  a  fufpcn- 
;  iion  of  arms  with  the  Spaniards^  and  having  made  an  al- 
liance with  the  king  of  Tidore,  who  was  an  enemy  to  the 
'  Dutch,    attacked  feveral  iflands  dependant   on    Amhoyna^ 
'  and  having  made  themfelves  matters  of  them,  refolved  to 
attack  the  citadel  j  and  the  EngHJh  are  faid  to  have  been 
concerned  with  thetn  in  this  defign,  which  was  difcovered 
by  a  Japonefe.     The  governor  heard  from  all  fides,  that 
the  Englijh  had  taken  his  citadel.     Aftoniflied  at  ihefe  re- 
ports, though  falfe,  he  put  himfelf  on   his  guard,    and 
feized  the  Japonefe,  whom  he  fuCpedled.     T'his  man  con- 
.  fefled*    that  the  Englijh  were  engaged    in  a  confpiracy 
.  againft  the  governor,  that  taking   advantage  of  his   ab- 
lence,  the  ciudel  was  to  be  feized,  and  that  the  Japonefe 
Vol.  II.  D  in 
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*  See  a  pamphlet  entitled,  "  A  true  relation  of  the  uiijurt^ 
"  cruel.and  barbarous  proceedings  agninit  tiie  Englifh  at  Amboy. 
•*  na,  pubiifhed  by  authority  1624,  410,"  and  feveral  other  trads. 
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in  the  ifland  had  engaged  to  execute  this  projedh  'Ihc 
governor  without  hefitaiion  aiicfted  nil  who  were  accul'eJ 
of  havin-;  any  hand  in  this  delign.  Tlie  EngUfl)  con- 
fclIL'd,  that  their  fador  had  fworn  (hem  upon  the  gofpel 
never  to  reveal  the  fecicl  j  which,  however,  they  did, 
and  figned  (heir  conleflions,  fouie  freely,  and  the  telt  coh- 
ftiaincd  thereto  by  the  violence  of  the  torture.  They  were 
all  executed;  and  this  is  what  is  commonly  called  the 
maflacre  of  Amboyna.  The  Englljh  have  always  main- 
taineij,  ih.it  this  crime  was  purely  imaginary,  and  only 
made  ufe  of  a  pretext  to  lacrifice  their  nation  to  the  ven- 
geance of  a  governor ;  and  therefore  they  continued  to 
demand  fatisfadHjn  for  this  lofs  from  1623  to  1672, 
when,  through  the  indifferent  rtate  of  their  affairs,  they 
were  glad  to  depart  from  it."  This  Dutch  account,  and 
indeed  all  the  accounts  I  have  ever  feen  of  their  drawing 
up,  fufficienily  prove,  that  there  was  more  of  policy,  than 
of  any  thing  elle  in  this  whole  proceeding,  and  that  what 
the  Dutch  aimed  at,  was  the  excluding  us  from  the  fpice- 
trade,  in  which  they  effedually  prevailed. 

It  iij  indeed  llrange,  that,  confidering  the  ftrengthof 
the  nation  at  fea  at  the  time  we  received  this  infiflt,  and 
the  quick  fenle  which  the  Engliff)  always  have  of  any  na- 
tional affront,  no  proper  latisfadtion  was  oDtained,  nor 
any  vigorous  meafures  entered  into,  in  order  to  exiicl  ir. 
But  the  wonder  will  in  a  great  meafure  ceafe,  wlien  we 
confider  the  ftate  of  the  crown,  and  of  the  people,  at  that 
period.  The  king  had  been  engaged  for  many  years  in  a 
tedious,  difhonourable  and  diftifteful  negotiation  for  the 
marriage  of  his  fon  prince  Charles  with  the  princefs  of 
Spain ;  to  the  chimerical  advantages  he  propofed  from  this, 
he  facrificed  the  intereft  of  his  family,  the  glory  of  his 
government,  and  the  affeftions  of  his  people  -,   and  yet 

could 
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could  never  bring  the  thing  to  bcnr,  but  was  at  hft  for- 
ced to  break  off  ihc  treaty  ^hruptly,  and  to  think  of  en- 
tering upon  a  war,  to  which  he  had  been  always  avcric, 
cfpecially  at  the  clufe  of  his  life  and  reign.  Such  w.is  the 
fituation  of  things  when  this  acriJenl  happened  at  Jm- 
boyna  \  and  therefore,  though  it  made  a  great  noilc,  and 
occafioned  much  cxpoftulation  with  that  republic,  yet  the 
attention  of  the  crown  to  the  propofcd  war  with  Spain^ 
and  its  concern  for  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate^  joined 
to  the  necellity  there  was  of  managing  the  Dutch  at  fo 
critical  a  jund^ure,  hindered  our  proceeding  any  farther  than 
remonftrances,  while  our  competitors  kept  exclufively  lo 
very  confiderable  a  branch  of  trade.  I  have  taken  the 
more  pains  to  fettle  and  clear  up  this  matter,  becaufe  it  is 
a  full  proof  of  a  truth  we  ought  never  to  forget,  viz.  that 
domeftic  diilentions  are  particularly  fatal  to  us  as  a  trading 
nation,  and  that  it  is  impolTible  for  us  to  maintain  our 
commerce  in  a  fiouriftiing  condition,  if  we  do  not  at 
leaft  enjoy  peace  at  home,  whatever  our  circumftances 
may  be  abroad.  "        •    *  ••• 

I  KNOW  of  nothing  relating  to  naval  affairs  in  this 
reign  of'  which  I  have  not  already  fpoken,  except  the 
fending  a  fleet  lo  bring  home  prince  Charles  from  Spain, 
may  be  reckon'd  in  that  number.  It  confifled,  however, 
of  a  few  fhipsonly ;  but  in  good  order  and  well  manned, 
fo  that  the  Spaniards  arc  faid  to  have  expreffed  great  faiis- 
fadion  at  the  fight  of  it ;  which,  however,  true  or  falc, 
is  a  -matter  of  no  great  confequence.  This  voyage, 
though  a  (hort  one,  gave  prince  Charles  fome  idea  of 
maritime  affairs,  which  proved  afterwards  of  benefit  to  tlie 
nation.  The  breaking  the  Spanljh  match  made  way  for  a 
war  with  that  kingdom,  much  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the 
Engllfh  \   but  in  the  midft  of  the  preparations  that  were 
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making  for  it,  the  king  ended  his  days  at  theabaldh  ott 
the  i']th  of  March  1625,  in  the  59//' year  of  his  age,  and 
in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  reign  ".  His  pacific  tem- 
per occafioned  our  having  but  little  to  fay  in  this  part  of  our 
work;  but  before  we  proceed  to  mention  the  eminent 
feamen  who  flouriflied  in  his  time,  it  will  be  proper 
to  give  the  reader  a  concife  view  of  the  improvement  of 
trade  and  navigation  within  this  period,  as  well  as  a  brief 
account  of  the  colonies  fettled,  while  this  prince  fet  upon 
the  throne* 

1 T  has  been  already  fhewn,  that  under  the  public-fpi- 
rited  adminiftration  of  queen  Elizabeth^  this  nation  firft 
came  to  have  a  notion  of  the  benefits  of  extenfive  com- 
merce, and  began  to  think  of  managing  their  own  trade 
themfelves,  which  down  to  that  period  had  been  almofk 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  So  long  as  the  war 
continued  with  ^pain^  our  merchants  went  on  in  a  right 
way  5  by  which  I  mean,  that  they  profecuted  their  private 
advantnge  in  luch  a  manner,  as  that  it  proved  likewife 
of  public  utility,  by  incrcafing  the  number  of  feamen, 
and  of  flout  fhips  belonging  to  this  kingdom :  but  after 
king  James's  acceflion,  and  the  taking  place  of  that 
peace,  which  they  had  fo  long  and  earneftly  expedled, 
things  took  a  new  and  ftrange  turn.  Our  traders  faw  the 
manifeft  advantage  of  ufing  large  and  flout  fliips;  but  in- 
Head  of  building  chem,  were  content  to  freight  thofe  of 
their  neighbours,  becaufe  a  little  money  was  to  be  faved  by 
this  method.  In  confcquence  of  this  notion,  our  fhipping 
decayed  in  proportion  as  our  traue  encreafed  \   'till  in  the 

year 
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year  1615, things  were  come  to  fo  ftrange  a  pafs,  that  there 
"wtte  not  ten  (hips  of  200  tons  belonging  to  the  port  of 
London.     Upon  this,  the  Trinity-houfe  petitioned  the  king, 
letting  forth  the  matter  of  fadt,  and   the  dreadful  confe-- 
quences   it  would  have  with   refpedt  to  our  naval  power, 
through  the  decay  of  feamen,  and  praying,  that  the  king 
would  put  in  execution  fome  good  old  laws,  which  were 
calculated  for  the  redrcfs  of  this  evil ;    fuggelling  alfo  the 
example  of  the  ll;Uc  of  Venice,  who  on   a  like  occafion, 
^ad  prohibited  their  fubje6ls  to  tranfport  any  goods  in  fo- 
reign bottonis.     The  merchants  unanimoufly  oppofed  the 
mariners  in  this  difpute,    and  having    better   intereft   at 
court  prevailed.    Yet,    in  a   year's  time,  the  tables  were 
turned,  and  the    merchants  convinced  of  their  own  mi- 
llake,  joined  with  the  mariners  in  a  like  application.     An 
accident  produced  this  happy  elfed.     Two  fhips,  each  of 
the  burden  of  three  hundred  tons,  came  into  the  river  of 
*2"hameSy  laden  with  currants  and  cotton,  the  property  of 
fome  Dutch  merchants  rciiding  here.     This  immediately 
opened  the  eyes  of  all  our  traders:    they  faw   now,  that, 
through  their  own  error,    they  were  come  back  to  the 
very  point  from  which  they  fet  out,  and  that  if  fome  bold 
and  effevftual  remedy  w^as  not  immediately  applied,  our 
commerce  would  be  driven  again  by  foreigners  on   foreign 
bottoms.     They   indantly   drew  up   a   reprefentation  of 
this,  and  laid   it  before  the  king  and  his  council ;    upon 
which  a  proclamation  was  iflued,  forbidding  any  EngUJI) 
fubjed  to  export  or  import  goods  in  any  but  EngliJJj  bot- 
)Loms  '. 
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When  once  people  have  entered  into  a  courfe  of  in- 
duftry,  the  benefits  accruing  from  it,  will  generally  keep 
them  in  that  road,  and  even  the  difficulties  they  meet 
with,  turn  to  their  advantage.  ^Thus  after  the  EngUJJj 
merchants  liad  bulk  a  few  large  (hips  in  their  own  ports, 
and  furniflied  them  with  artillery,  and  other  neceilaries, 
they  found  thcmlelves  in  a  condition  to  launch  into  many 
trades,  that  were  unthought  of  before ;  and  though  for 
ioiT\Q  time  they  fufTered  not  a  little  by  the  Algerines^  and 
other  pyrates  of  Rarbary^  yet  in  the  end,  they  got  more 
than  they  loft  by  thefe  accidents,  for  it  put  them  upon 
building  ftill  larger  fliips,  as  well  as  taking  more  care  in 
providing,  and  manning  fmall  ones  j  which  hac}  fuch  an  ef- 
fe^  in  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  that  whereas  (hips  of  a 
hundred  tons  had  been  before  efteemed  very  large  veflels, 
and  were  generally  built  and  brought  from  beyond  the 
feas ;  now  there  were  many  merchant-men  of  three, 
four,  and  five  hundred  tons  belonging  to  feveral  ports,  and 
upwards  of  a  hundred  veflels,  each  of  above  two  hundred 
tons  burthen,  belonging  to  Newcajlle  alone,  all  built  at 
home,  and  better  built  than  elfewhere;  and  before  the 
death  of  king  Jamcs^  our  trade  was  fo  far  increafed,  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  fir  IViiiiam  Monfon^  we  were  little,  if  at 
all  inferior  in  maritime  force  to  the  Dutch  p.    . 

In  refpedl  to  the  encouragements  given  by  the  crown,for 
promoting  commerce  and  plantP'^'ons  in  the  Eajl-Itidies^ 
^nd  America^  they  were  as  great  under  this  reign,  as  un- 
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p  Sir  WiIIi:)m  Monfon's  naval  trafts,  p.  329,  350.  Stowc*s 
annals,  p.  994.  and  the  fame  fadb,  are  alfo  to  be  met  with,  in 
fevtr.d  of  the  treatifcs  on  commerce,  W'hic^  will  be  hereafter  men- 
tioned. 
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Oer  any  fucceeding  one.    Several  voyages  were  made  on^ 
account  of  the  Eajl-India  company,  and  the  king  did  not, 
fpare  lending  an  ambafiiidor  into  ihofe  parts  fur  their  fer- 
vice.     Virginia  and  New-Eugland  were  in  a  great  meafiire 
planted,    Barhadoes  pofleflcd    and  fettled,    and   Bermudas, 
difcovered  in  iiis  time  "J.     I  do  not  know  whether  the  at-  , 
temps  made  for  fixing   colonics    in    Newfoundland^   and 
A'adio,  ox  New -Scotland^  defcrve  any  commendation,  be-, 
caufe  as  ihey  were  managed  at  that  time,  they  could  turn 
to  little  account;  yet  it  mutt  be  allowed,  that  the  govern- 
ment me.mt  well  by  the  eN|bouragement  given    to   thefe  " 
undertakings,     which    went     fo    /ar    as   dire^fting    pro- 
pofals  for  fettling  Newfoundland^    to  be  read  in  churches, 
that  all  who  had  any  mind  to  be  concerned  in   fuch  at- 
tempts  might  have  due  notice  ^     Some  bcnefils  certain- 
ly accrued  even    from  thefe  abortive  projed^s,    they  oc- 
cafioned  building  a  great  many  good  fliips,  increafcd  the 
Newfoundland  fiftieryj  added  to  the  number  of  our  faitors, 
jind  kept  alive  lh:U  fpirit  of  difcovering,   which  is  eUcniial 
to  a  beneficial   commerce,   fince,     whenever    a   nation 
comes  to  think  it  has  trade  enough,  that  trade  will  quickly 
decline.     Be.  ic^s,  it  engaged  abundance  of  knowing  and 
experienced  [)crfonii  to  write  upon  all  branclif;  of  tt;t flick  ; 
and  their  book?,  which  yet  remain,  fufhcicntly  prn-e,  that 
there  were  nambcrs  in  ihofe  days,    v\  ho  thoioui^lily  im- 
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derftood  all  the  arts  neccJary  to  promote  manufadlurcsj, 
navigation,  and  ufeful  commerce  *. 

As  to  the  navy  which  was  more  particularly  the  care  of 
the  crown,  we  find  that  it  frequently  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  king  himfelf,  as  well  as  of  his  minifters.  In 
moll  of  our  naval  hiftories,  we  have  a  lift  of  nine  fhips 
added  to  the  royal  navy  of  England  by  this  prince, 
which  lift  is  taken  from  fir  IP^tlliam  Monfin^  and  ftands- 
.  thus  *. 
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In 


Reformation. 
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Happy  Entrance, 

i 

160 

Garland. 
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St.  George. 
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Mary  Rofe. 

6 

120 

Triumph. 
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300 

Swiftfure. 
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250 

Bonaventure, 

t 

160 

St.  Andrew. 

9t 
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*  Such  as,  An  eflay  of  the  mean?,  to  make  travel  ufeful  profit- 
?ble  and  honourable,  by  Thomas  Palmer,  London,  1606,  410. 
Virginia  richly  valued,  by  Richard  Hakluyt,  London,  1609,  410. 
The  planter's  plea,  or  the  grounds  of  plantations  examined,  and 
obje£lions  anfwered,  London,  1620,  410.  A  difcourfe  on  the 
trade  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  by  Thomas  Mun.  The  maintainance  of 
free  trade,  by  George  Malynes,  merchant,  London,  1622,  8vo. 
The  centre  of  the  circle  of  commerce,  by  the  fame  hand,  Lon- 
don, 1623,  4to.  ^  Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  tratils, 
p.  277.     t,ediard's  naval  hiltory,  p.  475. 


(( 


t( 


Of  King  ]l  AMES  I.  41 

But  that  this  lift  is  very  dcfe£live,  we  may  concludp 
ifom  hence,  that  there  is  no  mention  therein  of  the  great- 
eft  (hip  built  in  this  king's  reign,  and  built  too  by  his  ex- 
prcfs  diredlion ;  of  which  we  have  fo  exaft,  and  at  the. 
lame  (o  authentic  an  account,  that  it  may  not  be  amife  tp 
iranfcribe  it.        ,  • 

"  This  year  16 10,  the  king  built  a  moft:'  goodly  Ihip 
<'  for  war,  the  keel  whereof  was  114  feet  long,  and 
the  crofs  beam  was  44  feet  in  length :  fhe  will  carry 
64  pieces  of  great  ordinance,  and  is  of  the  burthen  of 
*'  1400  tons.  This  royal  (hip  is  double-built,  and  is 
"  moft  fumptuoufly  adorned,  within  and  without,  with 
*'  all  manner  of  curious  carving,  painting,  and  rich  gildr 
"  ing,  being  in  all  refpeds  the  greateft  and  gpodIie(k 
*V  (hip  that  ever  was  built  in  England;  and  this  glorious 
^'  fliip  the  king  gave  unto  his  fon  Henry  prince  of  fFaIss, 
The  24th  of  September^  the  king,  the  queen,  th«, 
prince  of  ff^ales,  the  duke  of  Ybrk^  and  the  lady  £li' 
zabeth,  with  many  great  lords,  went  unto  Woolwich^ 
**  to  fee  it  launched ;  but  becaufe  of  the  narrowncfs  of 
**  the  dock,  it  could  not  then  be  launched :  Whereupon 
"  the  prince  came  the  next  morning  by  three  o'clock,  anj 
*'  then,  at  the  launching  thereof,  the  prince  named  it  after 
**  his  own  dignity,  and  called  it.  The  Princ^,  The  great 
**  workmafter  in  building  this  (hip,  was  mafter  Phineat 
*'  Pet,  gentleman,  fometime  mafter  of  arts  of  Emanuet 
«  College  in  Cambridge  \" 

In  the  fame  author,  we  have  an  account  of  the  king's 
going  on  beard  the  great  Ea/i-India  (hip  of  1200  tons, 

which 
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!*  Stowe's  annals,  continued  by  Howes,  p.  996, 
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•which  was  built  hc^re,  and  feemo  to  have  been  the  firft  of 
that  fize  launched  in  ihis  kingdom.     The  king  called  it. 
The  Trade's  Imreafe,  and  a  pin  ace  of  250  tons,  which  was 
built  at  the  fame  time,    he  called.    The  Pepper-Corn  '*'. 
This  (hews  that  he  was  a  favourer  of  navigation  j   and 
though  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  exadly,  what  additions  he 
made  to  the  Englijh  fleet,    yet,  from  fome  authentic  cal- 
culations I  have  feen,  I  think  I  may  .venture  to  affirm, 
that  queen   Elizabeth's  (hips  of  war  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  might  contain  fomewhat  more  than  16,000  tons, 
and  that  in  the  days  of  king  Jatres,  they  amounted  to 
upwards  of  20,000  tons  *.     The  king  alfo  granted  a  com- 
miflion  of  enquiry,  for  reforming  the  abufes  in  the  navy, 
the  proceedings  upon  which,   are  ftill  preferved   in    the 
Cotton  Library  y.    He  was  liberal  likewife  to  feamen,  and 
naturally  inclined  to  do  them  honour ;    but  as  in   other  ' 
things,  fo  in  this,  he  was  to  much  governed  by  his  favou- 
rites ^.    Buckingham  managed  the  admiralty  very  indiffe- 
rently, and  before  his  time,  Gundemor  had  peri"uaded  king 
yames  againft  reafon,  law,  the  inclinations  of  his  people, 
nay,  againft  his  own  fenfe  of  things,  to  take  off  the  head  of 
the  greateft  man  who  flouriflied  in  his  reign,  and  of  whom 
I  am  now  particularly  to  fpeak.  ,    J; 

MEMOIRS  of  Sir  VJALTEK   RA- 

LEGH,  k?2ight,  .^>\ 

\     S  the  glory  of  this  gentleman's  aiflions  were  fuffi- 

J7J^  cient  to  have  ellabliflied  and  given  luftre  to  any 

,  family 


*'  Ibir).  p.  994. 
y  Vitellius  K.  8. 
zn-^  »lapin. 


^  From  fome  notes  on  Hakl^iyt,  MS. 
*  Wilfon,    Baker,   Kcnnet,   Echard, 
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family,  fo  his  defcent  was  honourable  enough  to  exempt 
him  from  envy  in  the  high  pods  which  he  by  his  merit 
obtained.  There  were  feveral  families  of  the  name  of  Ra^ 
legh  in  the  weft,  and  three  particularly,  which  were  feat- 
ed  in  feveral  parts  of  the  country,  and  bore  different  arms. 
That  from  which  this  gentleman  fprung,  may  be,  and 
indeed  \%^  traced  to  the  reign  of  king  John^  as  the  Raleghs 
in  general  are  beyond  the  conqueft  *.  His  father  was 
Walter  Ralegh^  Efq;  of  Fardel  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
This  gentleman  had  three  wives,  and  children  by  them 
all.  The  laft  was  Catherine  the  daughter  of  fir  Philip 
Champermn  of  Modbury^  and  relift  of  Otho  Gilbert  of 
Compton  in  Devonjhire^  Efq;  by  this  Lady  Mr.  Ralegh  had 
two  fons;  Carew,  who  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  ' 
Walter ;  of  whom  we  are  treating,  as  alfo  a  daughter 
Margaret^  who  was  twice  married.  Thus  it  appears, 
that  this  gentleman  was  brother  by  the  mother's  fide  to 
ihofe  famous  knights,  fir  John^  fir  Humphry^  and  fir 
Adrian  Gilbert ''. 

He  was  born  in  the  year  1552,  at  a  pleafant  farm 
called  HayeSi  feated  in  that  part  of  Devonjhire  which  bor- 
ders on  the  fea,  and  after  laying  the  foundations  of  litera- 
ture in  his  own  country,  was  fent  to  Oxford  while  a  very 
young  man  ;  fince  according  to  the  beft  authority,  he  was 
there  in  1568,  and  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  a  pro- 
ficiency in  learning  far  beyond  his  age  *".  When  he  came 
to,  and  how  long  he  ftaid  in  Oriel- college  is  not  very  clear'; 

neither 


»  See  thefe  points  judicioufly  cleared  by  Mr.  Oldys,  in  his  life 
pf  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  4,  5,  6.  *»  Vifitation  of  Devon- 

fliire,  by  William  Hervy,  Efq;  clarencieux,  MS.  in  the  heralds- 
o^ce.  '  Wood's  A  then.  Oxon.  vol.  i.  col  455. 
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neither  is  it  well  made  out,  though  often  and  v^ry  con- 
fidently aflerted,  that  he  was  aflervyards  of  the  Middle' 
temple.  This  ^e  are  fure  of,  that  about  1569,  he  in  com- 
pany  with  many  young  gentlemen  of  good  tamijies,  and 
jxjartial  difpofitions,  went  over  into  France,  a$  well  to 
inftrudl  themfelve^  in  the  aft  of  wa^,  as  to  affift  the  prote- 
llants  in  that  kiijgdom,  the;)  grievoufly  opprefled  ''.  He 
fcrved  there  fome  confiderable  time,  and  attained  both 
^ill  and  reputation.  The  former  is  evident  from  maiiy 
judicious  obfervations  on  thofe  wars,  which  we  meet  with 
fcattered  through  his  works  j  and  the  latter  is  attefted  by 
contemporary  and  credible  authors.  It  s^ppears  fro.n)  a 
^omparifon  of  fa(^s  and  dates,  that  he  vyras  fornewhaj  more 
than  five  years  thus  employed,  and  having  ftill  an  earne^: 
(defire  to  improve  his  military  f^ill,  and  an  eager  thirft  for 
glory,  he  palTed  next  into  the  Netherlands,  where  he 
ferved  like  wife  forae  time  again  ft  the  Spaniards '.  Jn 
thefe  traniadlions  he  followed,  as  it  was  natural  for  a 
young  man  to  do,  the  fafliion  of  the  times.  France  and 
the  Neii>erlands  were  in  thofp  day§  the  fchools  of  Al^rs ; 
to  which  all  were  obliged  to  go  who  addi(5led  themfelves 
to  the  fword,  and  were  willing  to  fiind  a  way  to  reputa- 
tion, by  expofing  their  perfons  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  But  whereas  numbers  were  ruined  by  this 
courfe,  fufFering  their  minds  to  be  corrupted  by  the  li- 
cence of  camps,  and  theif  behaviour  to  be  infedled  with 
that  fierce  and  boifterous  humour,  which  fome  take  for  a 
ibldier-like  freedoms  Rdegb  on  the  contrary,  made  the 

true 


«»  Camden's  Annals,  A.  D.  1559.    Jic.   Auguft.   Thuani  hiflo- 
iaram  fui  temporis,  tor..,  ii.  fol.   \oz6.  lib.  46.   p.  6or.  ", 


riaram  lui  temporis 

Naunton*s  fragmenta  regalia,  p.  -8 
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true  ufe  of  his  fervlce  in  a  foreign  country,  increafed  h!« 
ftock  of  knowledge  in  all  kinds,  improved  his  (kill  as  a  f6t- 
dier  by  experience,  and  fo  compleaily  polifhed  his  man- 
ner of  addrefs,  that  it  his  return  he  was  confldered,  as  one 
of  the  belt  bred  and  raoft  acompRQied  gentlfemen  in  Eftg' 
land.      .     •       '      "■•    •  '     '    '   '•    •  ^-^-^i^.i 

On  Mr.  Ralegh's  coming  back  to  his  native  foil  in 
15)8,  lie  found  his  brother  fir  Humphry  Gilbert  tnga^td 
in  a  defign  Of  making  difcoveries  in  North- America^  for 
^hich  he  ha(d  obtained  a  patent ;  and  in  the  furtherance 
6f  which  he  had  procured  the  afliftance  of  many  friends. 
Ralegh  was  mudh  taken  with  ihe  defign,  and  embarkt  J  in 
it  cordially.  When  it  came  to  be  executed,  many  who 
had  been  concerned  drew  back  j  but  Mr.  Ralegh  not  only 
continued  firm  to  his  engagements,  but  refolved  to  ac- 
company his  brother  in  pcrfon  K  This  was  but  an  unfor- 
tunate undertaking,  and  would  have  frighted  a  man  of  lefs 
i-efolution  than  Ralegh,  from  venturing  to  fea  again ;  for 
they  not  only  milled  the  great  difcoveries  they  thought  to 
have  made,  but  were  attacked  by  the  Spaniards  in  their 
return  5  and  though  they  made  a  very  gallant  defence, 
had  no  reafon  to  boaft  of  fuccefs,  lofing  one  of  the  belt 
fliips  in  their  fmall  fleet,  and  in  it  a  Very  gallant  young 
gentleman,  whofe  name  was  Miles  Morgan  8»  From 
this  unlucky  adventure,  Mr.  Ralegh  arrived  fafe  in  Eng- 
land y  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1579,  and  had  foon  after 
thoughts  of  ferving  his  queen  and  country  in  Ireland, 
where  his  holinefs  and  the  Spaniards  had  lent  men,  money, 

and 


ft  . 


'  Ilakluyt's  voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  i;3.    Hooker's  Jediciition  "of 
his  tranflatjon  and  continuation  of  the  Iri(h  chroniclcf,  i  See 

«npt3in  Haies's  relation  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii  p  164. 
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and  bleffings,  to  comfort  and  afiilt  fuch  as  in  breach  of 
their  oaths  would  take  arms  againft  their  fovcreign,  and 
cut  the  throats  of  the  EngUJh  ".  .  ,  r     - 

.  It  \%  not  very  clear  at  what  time  our  hero  crofled  the 
Teas  J  bu:  it  appears  from  indubitable  authority,  that  in 
1580,  he  had  a  captain's  commiffion  under  the  prefident 
cf  Munjlery  which  was  then  a  more  honourable  commif- 
fion than  now,  becaufe  there  were  fewer  foldiers,  and 
confequently  more  care  was  taken  in  diftributing  commif- 
fions  *.  The  next  year  captain  Ralegh  ferved  under  the 
noble  earl  of  Ormonde^  then  governor  of  Vljler^  a  man 
illuftrious  by  his  illuftrious  birth,  and  near  relation  to  queen 
Elizabeth ;  but  ftill  more  fo  by  his  virtues  and  fteady  ad- 
herence to  his  duly,  in  fpight  of  greater  temptations,  than 
any  other  man  met  with,  and  by  whofe  directions  Ra- 
hgh  performed  many  fignal  fer vices.  .The  Spanijh  fuc- 
cours,  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  their  own, 
affilled  by  a  choice  body  of  their  Irljh  confederates,  had 
raifed  and  fortified  a  caftle,  which  they  called  del  Ore,  and 
which  they  intended  (hould  ferve  them  for  a  place  of  re- 
treat, whenever  they  found  themfelves  diftrefled,  and 
prove  alfo  a  key  to  admit  frefh  fuccours  from  abroad, 
which  they  daily  expedled  ;  and  for  which  it  was  mighty 
well  fituated,  as  (landing  upon  the  bay  of  Smerwlck  in  the 
county  of  Kerry.  The  then  deputy  of  Ireland^  lord 
Grey,  was  a  perfon  of  great  courage,  and  indefatigable  in- 
duftry,  but  withal  of  a  very  fevere  temper,  and  particu- 
larly prejudiced  againft  the  Irljh,  and  who  refolved  at  all 
hazards  to  difpoflefs  them  of  this  fort  j  which  he  accord- 


•>  Hooker's  fupplement  to  the  IriOi  chronicles,  p.  154.     f  Cox's 
hiftory  of  Ireland,  p.  366. 
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ingly  bcfiegcd  with  his  l\n:\\\  army  fur  funic  time.  In 
this  dangerous  enterprize  captaiu  Rale^b  had  his  (hare, 
commanJing  often  in  the  trenches,  and  contributing  great- 
ly  to  the  redudtion  of  the  place,  which  was  at  laft  forced 
to  furrcnder  at  dilcretion,  and  the  lord-deputy  direded  the 
greatell  part  of  the  garrifon  to  be  put  to  the  fword.  This 
was  according^  executed,  though  with  great  regret,  by 
the  captains  i2tf/(f^/?>  znd  Maciworth^.     Many  o«^her  fer- 

'  vices  he  performed  in  Irdandy  of  a  nature  not  neceflary 
for  me  to  relate,  and  thefe  very  juftly  recommended  him 

-to  the  notice  of  the  government,  who  in  1581,  honour- 
ed him  with  a  joint  commidion  to  be  governor  of  Alun- 

JUr,  In  this  charadcr  he  continued  to  do  the  (late 
many  important  fervices,  which  were  amply  rewarded  by 

•  the  grant  of  a  large  eftate  in  the  county  he  had  fubdued  '. 

Yet  all  his  care,  and  all  his  fervices,  did  not  hinder 
his  having  many  enemies,  and  amongft  them  the  lord- 
deputy  Grey ;  fo  that  he  feems  to  have  been  recalled  in 

•  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year  to  England^  where  he  was 
.  quickly  introduced  to  the  queen's  notice,  and  by  his  own 

pierits  attained  a  large  (hare  in  her  favour ""  j  and  as  he  was 
forward  to  diftinguifli  himfelf  in  all  public  fervices  of  re- 
putation, io  on  the  return  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  into  the 
Netherlands^  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  accompanied  him 
out  of  England^  by  the  exprefs  command  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth'y  and  on  his  coming  back  into  England  in  1582, 

he 


mM 


^  See  Mr.  Cirte's  life  of  the  duke  of  Oraionde,  vol.  i.  in  the 
introdudion,  Cox's  hillory  of  Ireland,  Spenler's  ftate  of"  Ireland,  in 
the  6th  vuluine  of  his  works..  '  Nauncon's  fra^menta  re- 

galia, p.  28,  29.  *"  Leiccller'b  co.nraon-wsalth,  p.  37.  A\x- 

hc.  coquin.  p-  5>o. 


I; 


1 1 '' 


t 


i'    f 

1; 

II      1 

K    % 

■  '-.* 

f'M 

'% 

iJ: 

i «' 

M 

fi 

'i 

4ft  MEMOIRS    (?/ 

ke  brought  over  the  prince  of  Orange* s  letters  to  tfct 
•iquecn ".  Some  months  after  this  he  relidcd  at  court,  and 
was  honoured  with  the  favour  and  protection  even  of  the 
contending  ftatefmen,  Who  were  proud  of  (hewing  the 
true  judgment  they  made  of  merit,  by  becoming  patrons 
to  Ralegh ''^  In  IS83J  he  was  concerned  in  his  brother 
Gilbert*s  fecond  attempt,  and  though  he  went  not  in  pcr- 
fon,  yet  he  built  a  new  (hip  called  The  Bark  Ralegh,  and 
furnifhed  it  compleatly  for  the  voyage  j  the  unfucccfsful 
end  of  which,  it  feemed  to  predial,  by  its  untimely  re- 
turn in  le^s  than  a  week  to  Plymouth,  through  a  conta- 
gious diftempcr  which  feized  on  the  (hips  crew  ^  Yet 
neither  this  accident,  nor  the  unfortunate  lofs  of  his  bro- 
ther fir  Humphry,  which  has  been  heretofore  related, 
could  drive  from  Ralegh's  thoughts  a  fcheme  fo  benefi- 
cial to  his  country,  as  thefe  northern  difcoveries  feemed 
to  be.  He  therefore,  digelted  into  writing  an  account  of 
'  the  advantages  which  he  fuppofed  might  attend  the  pro- 
fecution  of  fuch  a  defign ;  and  having  laid  his  paper  be- 
fore the  council,  obtained  her  majelty's  letters  patent  in 
favour  of  his  projedl,  dated  the  twenty-fiUh  of  March 
1584''.  By  this  feafonable  interpofition,  he  kept  alive 
that  generous  fpirit  of  fearching  out,  and  planting  diftant 
countries,  which  has  been  ever  fince  of  fuch  mfinicc 
fervice  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  EngknJ. 


It 
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^  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  invention  of  (hipping  in   his  Seleft  Ef- 
fays,  p.  36.  "  Shirley's  life  of  fir  Walter  R.iegh,  p.  19. 

Lloyd's  State- Worthies,  p.  487.  p  Hakluyt,  vol.  ui.  p.  I49. 

*  tiiiloricul  Account  of  the  Voyages  of  fir  Walter  Raltgh,  i#ja- 
doQ  i^i  9,  Sva[p.  8.    Hikluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  243. 
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It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Ralegh  carried  his  patent  in- 
to execution;  fur  having  made  choice  of  two  worthy  com- 
manders, captain  PhiUp  /fmaclas,  and  captain  /Arthur  B^if" 
lowy  he  fitted  out  their  vcllels  with  futh  exj^dition,  though 
entirely  at  his  own  expence,  that  on  the  twenty- fcvcnth  of 
April  following,  they  fet  fail  from  the  weft  of  England  for 
thccoaft  oi North-America^  where  they  faftly  arrived  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month  o(  July,  and  took  poflcffion  of  that 
fine  country,  which  has  been  fince  fo  famous  by  the  name 
beftowed  on  it  by  queen  Elizabeth^  and  not  given  (as  is 
generally  furmifcd)  by  fir  lyalter  Ralegh,  oWIRGINIA^ 

About  this  time  he  was  chofen  knight  of  the  fhire  for 
the  county  of  Devon  *,  and  making  a  confiderable  figure  in 
parliament,  he,  upon  fome  occafion,  entering  the  royal 
prefence,  in  his  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, received  the  honour  of  knighthood ;  but  at  what 
time  is  not  exa»5lly  known.  In  ^585,  fir  IValter  Ralegh 
fitted  out  a  fecond  fleet  for  Firginia,  in  which  he  had  very 
good  fuccefs,  his  (hips  in  their  return  taking  a  Spanijh  prize, 
worth  fifty  rhoufand  pounds '.  He  was  likewife  concernei 
in  captain  Davis*s  undertaking,  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
north^weft  paflage ;  for  which  reafon  a  promontory  in  Da- 
vis's ftreighis,  was  called  Mount-Ralegh  ".  In  refpe»5t  to 
thefe  pubHc-fpirited,  and  very  expenfive  projcds,  the  queen 
was  plea  fed  to  make  him  fome  profitable  grants  j  particu- 
larly two,  the  firrt  of  vvine-liccnccs  \  and  the  other  of  a 
figniory  in  Ireland,  confilling  of  12,000  acres,  which  he 
planted  at  his  own  expence,  and  many  years  after  fuld  to 
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'  Life  of  fir  Walter  Raleoh,  by  mr.  Oldys,  p  2^.  '  *  No- 
titia  parliamentam,  by  Prowne  Willis,  tfq;  vol  ii,  p.  254.  •  f  •' 
'  Hakltiyt,  vol    iii.  p.  1251;                 "  Ibid.  p.  101.  *  Mr. 

Oldys's  life  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  26.  .    
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Richard  Boykj  the  firft  earl  of  Cork  \  tntoufagtcf  ^7 
there  favours,  he  fitted  out  a  third  fleet  for  Virginia,  and 
two  barks,  to  cruize  on  the  Spaniards  near  the  Azor4s^ 
which  had  fuch  fuccefs,  that  they  were  obfiged  to  leAve  rai- 
ny of  their  prizes  behind  them  y.  This  good  fortune  of 
his  abroad,  was  fo  imprr"'?;d  by  his  own  prudent  bchaviotif 
at  home,  that  the  queen,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year' 
1586,  made  him  fenefchal  of  the  dutchies  of  Cornwalf 
and  Exeter,  and  lord-warden  of  t\\c  ftannaries  in  Devffn- 
Jhire  and  Cornwall^  which  preferments,  though  no  more 
than  his  merit  deferred,  yet  expofed  him  to  the  cnvy  of 
fuch  as,  having  no  defcrts  of  their  own,  defpaired  of  at- 
taining, by  their  intrigves,  the  like  advantages  *.  ^^^  •  >-''•" 
,  In  the  year  1587,  fir  JValter  Ralegh  fitted  out  a  fourth 
fleet  for  Virginia,  at  his  own  expence;  and  in  1588  a  fifth ; 
but  neither  had  any  great  fuccefs,  notwithftainding  all  ima- 
ginable care  was  taten  to  provide  them  thorougWy  in  alf 
refpefls,  and  to  employ  none  in  this  fervice,  bat  n:en  of 
refoiution  and  reputation  ^  Thefc  dffappointments,  he^- 
evcr,  ferved  only  to  (hew  the  conftancy  of  our  hero's  tem- 
per, and  the  firmnefs  with  which  he  purfued  whatever  ap- 
peared to  him  conducive  to  the  public  good,  how  little  foe- 
ter  it  turned  to  his  private  advantage.  With  juftlce,  there- 
fore, was  the  wife  queen  Elizabeth  liberal  to  fuch  a  man» 
who,  whatever  he  received  from  her  bountv  with  one  hand, 
beftowcd  it  immediately  in  a^  glorious  to  the  nation  with 
the  other. 


Cox's  hiftory  of  Ireland,  p.  389 — 391 

'%',     ««.»   »     »      t^^  7.    Can    tJ»»l.^.«. 


r-  o^y     3v-  ''  Haicloyt, 

vol.  ii.  part  2.  p.  120.  *  See  Hooker's  dedication  of  his  fup- 

plem^-nt  to  tne  Irifh  chronicles  10  fir  Wjdc«r  Ralegh.         *  Ha4- 
iuyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  208.  .  -• 
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When  the  nation  was  alarmed  with  lb?  Mi^'s  of  tlW 
king  of  Spain* s  farmous  Armada,  fir  IFalter  Ralegh  waS . 
one  of  the  council  appointed  to  cotifidtr  of  ways  and  mean* 
for  repulfing  thofe  invaders;  and  his  application  of  his 
thoughts  to  this  important  quellion,  at  that  time,  produ- 
ced fuch  a  fchemc,  for  defence,  as  may  be  of  the  greateft 
tife  to  this  iiland,  while  it  remains  fuch  ''.  He  did  not, 
however,  confine  himfelf  to  this  province  of  giving  Jld- 
vice ;  but  as  he  had  often  fitted  out  (hips  for  his  country's 
honour,  and  his  own,  (o  he  now  did  the  like  for  its  de^ 
fence  J  and  tiot  fatisfied  even  with  that,  he  expofed  alfo 
his  perfon,  among  the  rrtany  noble  volunteers,  w^ho  went 
to  fea  on  that  occafion,  and  performed  fuch  lignal  fervices 
in  the  attack  and  deftrudtion  of  that  formidable  fleet,  as  re- 
commended him  farther  to  the  queen's  favour,  who  gran- 
ted him  fome  additional  advantages  in  his  wine-ofHce,  which 
he  enjoyed  throughout  her  whole  reign,  and  was  the  prin- 
cipal fource  of  that  wealth,  which  he  employed  (b  much  to 
his  honour  in  ail  public  fervices  =. 

About  this  time,  he  made  an  affignment  of  ail  hisf 
right,  title,  and  mtereft  in  the  colony  of  Viriiuia,  to  cer- 
tain gentlemen  and  rrierchants  of  London,  in  hopes  they 
might  be  able  to  C&rry  on  a  fertlement  there,  more  fuccefs- 
fully  than  he  had  doffe.  He  had  already  fpeht  upwards  of 
forty  thoufand  pounds,  in  his  feveral  attempis  for  that  put- 
pofej  and  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  he  parted  with  hi* 
property,  either  out  of  a  profped  of  gain,  or  through  an 
unwillingnefs  to  run  any  further  hazard ;  for  inftead  of  ta- 
king a  confideration,  he  gave  them  at  the  time  of  making 
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''  See  an  extraft  of  tiiis  piece  in  Mr.  Oldys's  life  of  fir  Walter 

Raltgli,  p.  3y.        ^  Townihtnd's  billorical  colk^ions,  p  244. 
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the  afltgnmenty  an  hundred  pounds  towards  their  firH:  ex* 
pences .  neither  did  he  make  any  rcfcrvc,  except  the  fifthii 
oJ  all  gold  and  filvcr  mines.     All  his  view,  was,  to  en-, 
gage  (uch  a  number  of  joint-advcnturcrs  as  by  their  con-, 
curriiig  iniorclls,  and  indullry,  might  llrcnglhtn  his  infant, 
colony,  and  enable  it,  to  reach  the  end  which  he  had  dc- 
ligncd.     With  ilic  fame  view,  he  continued  to  allift  thci 
company  with  his  advice  and  protection,  whenever  they, 
delired  it;  and  the  difficulties  ilicy  Itruggled  with,  for  twen- 
ty yeans  after,  lulHciently  (hewed,  .  nt  it  was  not  through, 
any  fault  of  the  original  proprietor,  yhginid  did  not  foonci* 
Hourilh,  and  that   his  wildoni  and  prudence  were  no  IclJ 
to  he  admired  in  this  difpolal  of  his  concern  therein,  than 
his  C(  urage  and  condud  dcfcrved  applaulc,  in  firrt  fixing 
upon  fo  advaniagious  a  Jpot,  which  has  hnce  proved  itlclf 
worthy  of  all  the  care  and  cxjKnce  employed  in  the  fui>-, 
port  of  it  **. 

When  a  pro(xofilion  was  made  by  don  Antonio  king  of 
Portugal^  to  queen  Eiizdhth^  to  aflill  him  in  the  recovery 
of  his  dominions,  the  terms  he  offered,  apjxiared  fo  reafon- 
ablc,  that  her  majclly  v/as  content  to  bear  a  confiderable 
(li.ire  in  (hat  undertaking,  and  to  encourage  her  pub- 
lic-fpiriicd  fubjc^ts  to  furnifli  the  reft '.  Her  ma- 
jerty's  quota,  conllfted  of  fix  men  of  war,  and 
threefcorc  ihoufand  pounds;  to  which,  the  advcnuircrs 
addt\i  a  hundrcvi  and  twenty  fail  of  (hips  and  be- 
tween fourteen  and  fifteen  thovifand  men,  foldicrs  and 
failors.  In  the  fitting  out  this  fleet,  fir  iralter  RaUgh  was 
deeply  concerned,  and  took  a  (hare  himielf  in  the  expedi- 
tion, of  which  a  large  account  has  been  given  in  the  for- 
mer 


*•  HakUjptN  voyages,  firrt  edition,  p.  Srij.  «  S:t  don 

Amonio'i  Icaer  to    the  trcafiriT,    in  Stryj^'i  anwals,    vol   iii. 
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itier  volume  S  and  therefore  there  is  no  need  of  repeating 
it  here  ;  cfprci.ill)'  fincc  vc  meet  with  no  particulars,  which 
perronallyrcfpedifir  IValtefy  worth  mentioning,  except  it  he 
taking  fome  hu'kJ  belonging  to  the  Hanfe-'Towtii^  Tor 
which,  he,  together  with  fome  other  comnuunlcrs,  rrcciv- ' 
cd,  as  a  fpecial  mark  of  the  quern's  favour,  a  gold  chain  ^, 
The  next  year,  he  made  a  voyage  to  Ireland,  nnd  towards 
Ihtf  latter  end  of  it,  formed  a  jr.rand  dcfign  of  attacking  the 
Spaniards  in  the  IVifi-Indits^  taking  the  plate  fleet,  and 
Tacking  Panama  h/- '  'i  •  •  .i'i  r  .rr  i 

■  Th  I  s  cnterprire,  like  th^  of  Portnga^  wajpirtly  at  the  * 
queen's  charge,  and  partly  at  that  of  private  pcrfonR,  a- 
rnong  vhom  the  principal  were  fir  IP'alter  RaU^I.\  and  fir 
'John  Hawkins ;   the  former  intending  to  go  in  perlbn  as 
commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet,  which  confifted  of  two 
of  the  queen's  fhipf,  and  thirteen  fail  bcfidcs  *.     Many  ac-' 
cidents  happen'd,  which  detained  thefe  /hips  on  the  Engli/h 
coaft,  for  twelve  weeks ;  but  at  laft  fir  fValter  Ralegh  fail-' 
od  on  the  6lh  of  May  1592.    The  very  next  day  fir  Mar*  > 
fin  Frobijher  followed,  aud  overlook  him  with  the  quccn^ar 
l(*ttcr,  to  recall  him;   but  he,    thinking  his  honour  too ' 
deeply  engaged,  continued  at  fea,  till  fall  hopes  of  fuccefr,> 
according  to  their  intended  fcheme,  was  loft ;  and  then  re-r 
turned,  leaving  the  command  of  the  iicci  to  fir  AlarJiny 
FrohiflHr^  nnd  fir  John  Burgh  (or  Bur  rough)  wiih  orders  ( 
to  cruize  on  the  coafl:  of  Spain^  and  the  iflands.     In  pur-' 
fuance  of  thefe  orders,  fir  John  Burgh  happily  made  him-; 
fcif  mailer  of  the  Madre  dc  DioSy  or  Mother  of  Godj  one 
of  the  greatcft  fliips  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Portugal^ 
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'  See  the  naval  hiftory  of  queen  Eliziheth,  p  ^joy.  *  Life 

of  fir  Water  Ralegh,  by  Mr.  Oldys,  p.  50,  *  H^kluyt.  vol. 

ii.  pi.  2.  p.  iQf        ^  Sir  William  Monlon's  naval  tracts,  p.  180.  . 
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which  he  brought  fafely  into  Dartmouth,  on  the  7th  of. 
Sfptember^  in  the  fame  year  \     This  is  faid  tp  have  bepa , 
the  moil  cunfiderable  prizC)  till  then,  taken  in  this  ^vof, 
and  therefore  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  a  particular  ;^Qt 

CUUnf  of  it.  :  ;.., 

T  tij  s  Carrack  wps  in  burden,  np  Icijs  tljiJvn  iSoQ  tt   % 
Whtivuf  900  were  mccchandize ;  (he  carried  thitty^twa 
piocisot  brals  ordinance,  and  between  fix  ruid  fevenbun-^ 
dre^l  paiicngers ;   was  buil,t  with  deck^,  lizvcn  Aory,  on^ 
main  01  lope,  three  dofc  decks,  one  fore-cal\le,  ^nd  a  fp^q 
dfck  of  two  floors  a-piece.    According  to  thp  obi"erv?(tic?ns 
of  ^\x,  Robert  Mimi^  an  cpccellent.gpoimetrjciajj,  fljewft*. 
in  length,  from  the  beak-head  to  tho  Item,  165  feet ;  ia. 
breadth,  near  47  feet;  the  length  of  her  keel,  too  feet}^ 
of  the  main  maft,  12 1  k^t\  its  circuit,  at  the  partners, 
iRar  I  s  feet  j  and  her  main-yard,  106  feet '.    As  to  hen 
lading,  according  to  the  catalogue  taj^ea  at  Le^4enball,  tin 
15th  of  &eptemktr  this  yttar,  the  principa-l  wpres  confjlled 
of  fpiccs,  drugs,  filks,  callicoc?,  carpets,  quilts,  cloth  of 
the  einc^  of  trees,  iviory,^  porc^lane,  cr  chioi^'Ware,  «bonyi 
befidcs  pearl,  muik,  civftt,  and  ambergreafe,  with  many 
other  commodities  of  inferior  value.    The  Caragi/on  freigh- 
ted ten  of  our  ijips  for  London,  and  was,  by  moderate 
computation,    valued  at  a  hundred    and    fifty  rjioufand 
pounds  fterling  ""•,    When  this  veilel  wiij  firft  taken,  both, 
fir  If^alter  Ralegh  and  fir  Jehn  Haivkim  judged  it  to  be 
worth  four  titnes  that  fum  "  1  a;id  fo  in  %]X  probability  (he 

was; 
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^  Sec  a  true  report  of  the  honourable  fcrvice  by  fir  John  Bur- 
Touch,  h.  General  of  the  fleet,  prepared  by  fir  W.  Raltgh,  in 
Hakluyt,  as  before  cited.  '  Ibid.  '".  Afiirined  in  t^ie 

clofe  of  the  faid  account.  "  7'Iiis  original  is  ftill  prcforved  in 

Cbt  Hacleyan  cpliedipo,  OidysV  life  of  Ar  VVaUcr  Hajfj^h,  P  ^%' 
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vm\  but  in  fpight  of  aU  the  care  fir  John  Burgh  rould 
take,  the  fearaen  embezzled  a  vad  quantity  of  valuable  cf- 
faib ;  neither  were  the  proprietors  in  a  much  better  fitua- 
tion,  when  ihc  was  brought  home  Sir  ff^i/Iiam  Monfon 
tsMi  us  the  reafon,  and  I  cbtife  to  give  it  in  his  own  words. 
'.*;  The  queen's  adventure,  lays  hq,  in  this  voyage,  was 

V  wJy  two  ihip«»  one  of  which,  and  the  Jcaft  of  ihcm 
^  ;toQ,  was  at  Ihc  \9^w%,\\\q. Car  rack ;  which  title  joined  to 
^  Jipp  iioy^l  ^^tho^^t|',  (|ie  njjidc  fuch  ufc.of,  that  the  reft 

V  ,()f^|pe{*4 von t4^rftiSt;W«l"e  forced  to  fubmit  tbemfelves  tq 
■**■  i^QT  pktafurcj  with  wborn  flic  d?alt  bu*  iiidiffcrently  ".'* 
X;hw  i^  appears  from  uiie;(C«ptlonabk  authority,  that  the 
^Ufifln,  ?m^  not  fir  /f  ^//«r,  was  moil  h«il€ifiled  by  this  cap* 
ture }  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  the  like  iiappened  upon 
othfif  oejcafiew,  thoygh  fif  l^ulur  was gonw  ally  bft  to  bear 
;^e;b!la)i?ip.>n''."jj'.Ti'"-?(ti  rrr:  'rni  nj  -  .  <  •  .;  ; 
.^,  Whjj^^  fir  WiiU(r  nqmaincd  at  \\o)xm^  Im  great  genius 
^difplay^i  itfdf  in  adl  the  employments  warihy  of  a  citizen, 
in^^^'^e  ftate.  Jtle  ^one  >n  the  fenate  as  a  patriot,  and 
the  remains  we  have  of  iijs  fpecch^s,  leave  us  in  doubt 
Mrhiph  we  o^ght  ijem%  tp  admire,  the  beauty  pf  his  elo- 
qiMcnce,  or  tihe  (kength  of  his  undcrftanciing  ''.  He  was, 
befiA?^,.  th$  patroo  aod  pfote«2;or  of  learned  men  ;  the  great 
jqi^courager  of  »il  publiiQ  piidertakjugs,  and  one  of  the 
queen's  declaied  favourites  at  court  'J.  It  was  here,  that  fir 
Walter  Rttkih  found  himfcLf  at  a  lofs.  lu  fpight  of  all  his 
wifdom  and  prudence,  he  b^ca^e  ^o^inioured  of  mrs.  Throck- 
Mnort(tn^  ^qne  of  the  qweep^s  iadies  of  lipnour,  and  the  con- 
s' 4  fequences 
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•  iTaval  tra6ls,  p.  iJ5u  '  P  Sir  Simon'ds  d*Ewes  journal  of 
queen  Elizabeth's  parlianieots,  p.  478,  484,  488,  490,  &c.  Hi.y- 
W«'d  ;ro\«fnlh<"nd's  hi'.torical  colleftions,  fol.  65.  i  Naun- 

tun's  kagineiXii  reg^li^,  )|l«lqyd>  iUte-woiChifis. 
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fequences  of  this  amour  proved  fuch,  as  could  not  be  con- 
cealed. The  queen,  though  (he  had  pafled  by  errors  of  a 
like  nature  in  Leicejler  znd  EjJ'cXy  yet  (he  punKhed  this  mif- 
take  of  Ralegh^s  very  fevercly  :  but  whether  led  thereto  by 
the  infinuations  of  his  enemies,  or  from  a  notion,  that  the 
greater  a  man's  abilities,  the  lefs  his  offences  deferved  par- 
don, I  pretend  not  to  determine  ^  However,  the  queen's 
frowns  wrought  in  :hjs  refpefl,  a  proper  reformation.  Sir 
Walter  meditated  in  his  retirement,  a  greater  defign  •  thai^ 
hitherto  he  had  undertaken,  while  in  the  queen's  favour'; 
and  that  was,  the  difcovery  of  the  rich  and  fpacioua  em- 
pire of  Guiana^  2.  noble  country  in  South- yimerka^  which 
the  Spaniards  had  than  only  vifited,  and  to  this  day  have 
never  conquered.      -Jtt'  .   .    ■  ^■•.  'Vi  uc^^is .-, , ,  ;;•.-;    ""  jns  -r^i .  • 

From  the  time  he  firfl:  entertained. this  notion,  he  made 
it  his  bufinefs  to  colledt  whatever  informations  might  be 
had  relating  to  this  place,  and  the  means  of  entering'  it. 
When  he  thought  himfelf  as  much  matter  of  the  fubjeft  as 
books  could  make  him,  he  drew  up  inftrudions  for  captain 
JiOnddsn,  an  old  experienced  officer,  whom  he  fent  to  take 
a  view  of  the  coall,  an:]  who  returned  with  a  fair  report  of 
the  riches  of  the  country,  the  poilibility  of  difcovenng  and 
fuhduing  it,  and  the  treachery  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards 
fettled  in  its  neighbourhood.  This  fixed  fir  Walter  in  his 
refolution  ;  and  therefore,  having  provided  a  fquadron  of 
(hips  at  his  own  expence,  and  thofe  of  his  noble  friends, 
the  lord  high-admiral  Howard  and  fir  Robert  Cecily  ■  he  pre- 
pared for  this  adventure  \  which  he  aJfo  accompliflied. 


On 


■  »•  Cimden's  anmls,  p.  697.  N;j'jntop,  Lloyd,  &c.  -■1>^  '»  Sf« 
thf  Hedicition  prefixed  to  his  own  difcourfe  hereatter  nifntionrd. 
'  Life  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  mr,  .OJdye,  p.  77. 
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1^  Os  the  6th  otFibruary^  1595,  he  faiPd from  Plymotttb^ 
and  arrived  at  the  ifle  of  Trinidado,  on  the  22d  of  March. 
He  there  made  himfelf  eafily  mafter  of  St,  Jofeph\  a  fmall 
city)  and  took  the  ^anijh  governor,  Antonio  Boreo^  prifoner, 
who  gave  him  a  large  defcription  of  the  neighbouring  con- 
tinent, and  thc'trade  in  ihofe  parts,  unknown  before  to  the 
Englijh.    On  this-  information,  hfc  left  the  {hip  at  Trini- 
dadoj  and  with  a  hundred  men,  in  feveral  little  barks,  pro- 
ceeded up  thoiiver  Orono^ue,  400  mites  high,  in  fearch  oiF 
Guiana.    Cayrapani^,  one  of  the  petty  kings- of  the  coun- 
try, and  feveral  others  of  them,  refigning  their  foVereign- 
ties  into  his  hand,  for  the  queen's  ufe.     But  the  we;ither 
was  fo  hot,  and  the  rains  fo  violent,  that  he  was  forcfed  X6 
retire  in  as  r-uch  dinger  of  being  borne  down  by  the  i^pid 
torrents  of  water,  as  of  his  enemies.    The  inhabitants  of 
Cumana^  refufmg  to  bring  in  the  contribution  he  afligned 
them  to  pay,  to  fave  the  town,  he  fired  it,  as  alfo  part  of 
St.  Mary's^  and  Rio  de  la  Hatha  \  which'  done,  he  return- 
ed home,  with  glory  and  riches.    Of  the  whole  of  his 
proceeding' ,  the  manner  of  his  entering  this  hidden  coun- 
try, and  making  a  farther  progrefs  there  in  a  month,  than 
the  SpdTuards  had  done  in  half  a  century  j  of  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  and  the  certainty  of  finding  many  and  rich 
mines  of  gold,  fir  Walter  has  ieft  us  fo  fair,  fa  copious,  and 
fo  well- written  a  relation  ",  that  if  his  fubfequent  unfortu- 
nate voyage  had  not  thrown  a  fhade  over  fo  bright  a  prof- 
pe6t,  we  could  fcarce.render  a.  reafon  why  Guiana  fliouM 
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^  Undfr  the  title  of,  **  the  difcovery  ot  the  large,  rich,  a.:d 
*'  beautiful  efftpire  of  Guiana,  wich  a  relation  of  tne  great  and 
••  golden  city  Manao,  called  by  the  Spaniards  El  Dorado,  and 
*•  performed  in  thi;  year  1595,  by  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  imprinted 
*^  at  London,  by  Robert  Robinfon,  4:0,  1596  '" 
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fy)t.at  thia  timeyli^ve  been  fis  ti^pi^ijly  J^np^wn,  ^n^  ts 
complcatly  fettled  by»,  t^  Englt^,  T^^Virginid, 

Whatever  iwsht  bfs  pretended  hy  the  de«p  mi 
cumiing  (latefm^  gf  i;hat  age,  aa  Uiat  many  thiiip  0»b(iH 
iou9>  aad  more  miiqsriajn*  were  related  in  Sir  fFaltfr\  vi* 
co^i^ty  and  thai  it  was  hazarding  too  much,  to  fend  ^  l^ge 
fleet,  well  manQ*d,:  into  fo  £c|dy  a  dim^tf  j  whatever,  i 
fay,  of  tliis  ki^d^  ^as  pretended  (as  wife  m^rx  vvill  r^vtx 
jwant  pre^nces,  ^^  ^hen  ^eir  p^ton^  vclinc  tl)€itt  to 
dp  weak  things)  yet  ffivy  wa«  ceitairily  theirue  cawfe  whjr 
his  propoials  were  pol^pqn^d  at  firil,  and  ^ftefWacds^  p^tr 
wlithf^nding  all  his  |)ce0ing  folicitaticws,  aibiOlMtely  i;«|e<5)« 
^d  *.  Sir  Walter y  however,  t^  flwjw  bi<  <mn  .entire  co»- 
^ence  ^n  this  4'hieaie,  and  perhapis  i(vii^  9  view  to  m^ 
thin^  fo  plain,  ifaat  even  his  detra^lor^  ihould  have  n^ 
thing  to  objed,  £ited  out  two  (hipi  at  t)is  own  e;^pen^* 
Tht  Delight,  and  The.  Difiwerer,  and  liept.  them  Ufld«r 
captain  Kemeys,  who  had  ferved  in  th^  fornier  enierpriz^ 
to  Guiana^  as  well  to  nuke  farther  iiiquirries,  a$  in  foiDe 
meafure  to  keep  his  word  with  the  InMam,  to  whom  h^ 
had  promifed,  in  the  name  of  theqMcenhis  mi(lre&,  f^h 
^{fidance  as  might  enable  them  to  drive  away  the  Spa* 
niardsy  who  were  conilnnaUy  attempting  rather  to  extir- 
pate than  fubdue  them.  This  voyage  Kfmeys  fuccefafuUy 
performed,  and,  at  his  return,  publifhed  fuch  an  account 
pf  his  expedition  ^,  as  might  have  converted  to  fir  Wcdur 
fiaJi^*%  qpinion  of  Qmag,  all  whom- invincible  ignocancf 

4.  Of 
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.  ^  See  captain- KemcysV  dedication  to  fir  Walter  Ralegh.  «  A 
relation  of  the  fecond  voyage  to  Guia.na,  performed  and  written 
in  15.96,  by  Lawrence  Kcmeys,  Genc    Hakluyt*s  voyages,  voli 
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or  over-weening  prejudice^  had  not  deflined  to  remain 

infidels.     ,,  :  ,..,,«,„: -^n^'^     .     ,,,»■'  •", 

The  next  important  expedition  in  which  we  find  fir, 

JValter  engaged  was,  that  famous  one  to  Cadix,  whcreia, 

th^  eirl  of  EJex  and  the  lord  high-admiral  Howard  were. 

joint  cojcnmanders,  and  Sir  I  falter  RaUgb,   with  many 

other  per fons  of  great  military  Ikill  and  prudi^nce,  appointed. 

of  their  council''.    In  the  former  volmne  we  have  given, 

a  genera,!  account  of  the  nature  and  4efig;o.9f  this  expedition... 

and  here,  therefore,  we  (h^U  dwell  qnly  op  fueh  particji^, 

lars  as  more  immediately  relate  to  the  gentleman  of  whoi^ 

we  are  (pealcing.    The  fleet  foiled"  in  t^he  beginning  oi 

j««^  1596,  and  on  the  twentieth  of  th^  (cime  months 

they  arrived  before  CaJiz.    The  lord  adfniral's  opiEioi* 

w^js'  tp  attack  and  take  the  town  firft,  th^t  the  En^UJk 

fleet  i^ight  not  be  cxpp(ed  to  the  fire  of  the  &ips  in  the, 

port,  and  t|iat  of  the  city  and  forts  adjacent,  at  the  lame; 

time.    The  council  of  war  which  he  called  wpon  this  oc- 

cafiop,^  concurred  witl^  him.  in  opinion^.  ^,,  j^  ^r^foli^ 

tjon  w^stakgn  initajntiy  to  attack  the  town  *. 

It  fo, happened  x^'^^xt  Walter  J^aU^'^fiQ^  x^t  at  thi|i 
couricilj  and  the  earl  oiEJfex  was  adually  putting  his  met) 
iptq  boats  before  Rakj^fy  was  acquainted  with  the  defign. 
As  fopji  as  he  kt)ew  itj  he  went  to  the  earl  and  protefted 
a^ainft  it,  oaring  fqjch  >vei§hty  reafons  for  tlieir  falling; 
firft  on  the  gallepps,  and  thp  ftips  in  ;he  harbour,  that  the 
earl  was  convipced  of  the  oeceflity  of  doing  it,  and  defired 
lir  WaUer  to  dilTuade  the  lord-admiral  from  landing.  Sir. 
Walter  undertook  it,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  confent, 
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y  Camden*s  annals,  p.  72.a  '  •  *  Sir  William  Mon Ton's  na- 
V^l  tr^iQts,  p.  184.  Triumphs  of  Nail'au,  fol.  1^7.  Purciias*s 
pilgrims,  vol,  iv.  p.  1979.    .. 
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that  the  fleet  fhould  firft  enter  the  port,  and  fall  on  tlie 
Spani/h  galleons  and  gaMies.  When  he  returned  to  the  earl 
of  EJpx  with  the  news,  crying  out  aloud  in  his  long  boat, 
tntramos,  the  earl  flung  his  hat  into  the  fea  for  joy,  and 
prepared  to  weigh  anchor.  Sir  TVdlter  gave  the  lord- 
admiral  a  draught  of  the  manner  in  which  he  thought  beft 
to  begin  the  fight.  Two  great  fly-boats  were  to  board  a 
galleon,  after  they  had  been  fufficienlly  battered  by  the 
queen's  fhips  of  war ;  which  being  agreed  on,  and  both 
the  generals  perfbaded  to  lead  the  main  I ody  of  the  fleet, 
Jtolsgh  in  the  JVarfpight^  had  the  conimand  of  the  van, 
which  was  to  enter  the  harbour,  and  confided  of  the 
Mary  Rofe,  commanded  by  fir  George  Carew,  the  Lyon 
by  fir  Robert  Southwell^  the  Rainkw  by  fir  Francis  Vere^ 
the  Swiftfure  hy  taptain  Crofs,  ihc  Dreadnought  by  fir 
Conyers  Clifford,  and  the  Non-pereil  by  Mr.  Dudley.  Thefe 
were  followed  by  the  fly-boats  and  London  hired  (hips, 
lord  Thomas  Howard  leaving  his  owri  fhip  the  Mer  Honeur, 
to  go  on  board  the  Non-par eil.  Yet  the  adlion  did  not 
commence  that  evening,  becaufe  being  a  matter  of  ^reat 
importance,  the  council  had  not  time  to  regulate  the  man- 
iierof  itexaaiy.        '  '  ■     **Xi<iiv-    '    /-'•  v^^^-^i 

•  On  the  rwenty-fecond  of  ^unty  fir  Walter  weighed 
anchor  at  brealc  of  day,  and  bore  in  towards  ^t  Spdnijh 
fleet,  which  had  thus  difpofed  itfelf  f*  ^  refill  the  attack. 
Seventeen  gallies  were  ranged  under  the  walls  of  the  city, 
that  they  might  the  better  flank  the  Englijh  fliips  as  they 
entered,  and  hinder  them  from  pafling  forward,  to  the  gal- 
leons. 


!ud;ij- 


*  Sir  Walter  Rileo'ri's  relrition  of  the  aftion  at  Cadiz,  publifli- 
ed  by  his  grandfon  Philip  Ralegh,  efq;  at  the  end  of  an  abridg* 
ment  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh's  hillory  of  the  worlds  i  700.  ^vo. 
Triumphs  of  NalTiu,  and  Purclvai's  pilgrim  beforc-^cited.  •'"'"' 
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Icons.     The  artillery  from  Fort-Philip  played  on  the  fleet, 
as  did  the  cannon  from  the  curtain  of  the  town,  and  lbm« 
culverins  fcoured  the  channel.    When  the  Spanijb  admirai, 
the  St.  Philip^   perceived  the  Englijh  approaching  under 
fail,  (he  alfo  fet  fail,  and  with  her  the  St,  Matthew^  the 
St,  Thomas,  the  St.  Andrew ^   the  two  great  galieailes  of 
Lijbotiy  three  frigates,  convoy  to  their  plate-fleet  from  the 
Havanahj  two  argofies,  very  ftrong  in  artillery,  the  ad- 
miral, vice-admiral,  and  rear-admiral  of  Nueva  Efpanna^ 
with  forty  other  great  (hips  bound  for  Mexico,  and  other 
places.    Of  thefc  the  St.  Philip,  the.  5/.  Mattheu),  the  SU 
Andrew,  and  the  St.  Thomas,  four  capiul  (hips,  came  again 
to  anchor  under  the  fort  of  Puntaly  in  a  (Ireight  of  the 
harbour  which  leads  to  Puerto-Real.    On  the  ftarboard- 
(ide  they  placed  the  three  frigates,  behind  them  the  two 
galleafles  of  Lijbon.  The  argofies,  and  the  feventeen  gailies, 
they  polled  to  play  on  the  Englijh  as  they  entered  the  har» 
hour;    and  behind  thefe  the  admiral,   vice-admiral,  and 
rear-admiral  of  New-Spain,   with  the  body  of  the  fleet, 
hoping  by  this  great  ftrength  to  defend  the  entrance ;  their 
line  reaching  like  a  bridge  over  the  (Ireight  from  point  t9 
point,  and  was  guarded  by  the  fort  of  Puntal.    Sir  Walter 
in  the  van  of  the  Englijh  was  faluted  by  Fort-Philip,  by 
the  cannon  on  the  curtain,  and  by  all  the  gallies  in  good 
order.    Ralegh  fcorncd  their  fire,   and  anfwered   with  a 
flourilh  of  trumpets,  without  difcharging  a  gun.    The 
(hips  that  followed  him  beat  fo  thick  on  the  gallies,  that 
they  pfefently  betook  them  to  their  oars,  and  got  up  to 
join  the  galleons  in  the  ftreight.     Sir  Walter  gave  them  fe- 
veral  broad  fides  as  they  drove  by  him,  and  bore  down  oq 
the  St.  Philip  and  St.  Andrew,  as  more  worthy  his  fire. 
The  lord  Thomas  Hcivard  came  to  an  anchor  by  him ;" 
fir  Robert  Southwell  in  the  Lion  did  the  fame  on  the  one 
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fide,  and  t>ie  Dreadntmghty  and  the  Mjry  ^^yj  on  tftc 
6ther ;  the  Rainbmo  lay  on  Pantal-Mc :  and  thus  they 
cannonaded  each  other  for  three  hours.  About  ten  o'clock 
Ihe  earl  of  EJ/ex,  impatient  to  lie^r  the  noife  of  the  guns 
and  to  be  himtelf  out  of  action,  made  through  the  fleer, 
headed  the  (hips  on  the  larboard-fide  of  the  fVarJpight,  and 
anchored  as  near  fir  JVaher  as  poffiblc.  Ralegh  kept  af- 
ways  clofeft  to  the  enemy,  and  flood  fingle  in  the  head 
of  all.  After  they  had  played  fo  long  on  the  capital  fhips, 
iir  Tyalter  went  in  his  fkiff  to  the  admiral,  dcfiring  that 
Ae  fly-boats  which  were  promifed  him  might  come  uft 
and  then  he  would  board  the  enemy ;  if  not,  he  would 
board  them  with  the  queen's  (hip,  it  being  the  fame  to  him, 
whether  he  funk  or  burnt,  and  one  of  them  would  cer- 
tainly ht  his  fate.  The  earl  o{  EJJh^  and  the  lord  T1:mai 
Howard  had  aiTured  him  they  would  fecond  him  **. 

After  a  long  and  defpcrate  fight,  {\x  Walter  defpnir- 
ing  of  the  fly-boats,  and  depending  on  lord  Ejjcs  and  lord 
Thomas  Howard's  promifes  to  aflift  him,  prepared  to  bortrd 
the  Spanifl>  admiral  j  which  the  latter  no  fooner  pcrceired, 
than  (he,  and  the  other  capital  (hips  following  her  exam- 
ple, ran  a(hore.  The  admiral  and  the  St.  Thomas  they 
burnt,  the  5/.  Matthew ^  and  the  St.  Andrew  were  faved 
by  the  Englijh  boats  before  they  took  fire.  The  EngViJ}) 
were  merciful  after  their  vi«5lory  ;  but  the  Dutch,  who  did 
little  or  nothing  in  the  fight,  put  all  to  the  fword,  nil 
they  were  check'd  by  the  lord  admiral,  and  their  cruelty  re- 
ftrained  by  fir  Walter  Ralegh.  The  moft  remarkable  cif- 
cumftance  in  this  whole  afllair,  feems  to  be  the  dirpropor- 

tron 


*  See  thb  foregoing  refeticns,  and  the  vojage  to  Ca^IIz,  in 
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tiMi  between  the  Engli/h  and  Spant/b  force,  there  being  bwt 
fcrcn  (hips  of  the  former  agiinft  fcventy-oiie  of  the  latter. 
ThiJ  great  blow  rendered  the  taking  of  the  city,  which 
followed  it,   the  more  eafy,  which,  howerer,  was  per- 
formed rather  by  dint  of  valour  thin  cohdu^,  and  with 
Aich  an  impetuo/ity,  as  did  fcfs  honour  to  the  officrrs  thart^ 
to  the  foldiers.    Sir  ff^aher  Ralegh,  to  whom  undoubted-' 
]y  the  chief  honouf  of  the  naval  vi^ory  was  due,  went* 
aflitore,  though  he  was  wounded,  to  hare  fome  iharc  of 
th'n,  but  when  ht  faw  that  all  things  Were  in  confufion, 
he  very  wifely  rewrncd  on  board  the  flcf^S       '  '  '       ''' 
The  next  m»ming  fir  ^Falter  fent  to  the  ford  admiraf 
fdr  orders  to  follow  the  Spanijh  JVtJi-Indh  fleet  outward^ 
biDubd,  lying  then  in  Puerto-real,  where  they  could  not 
efcape  him ;  but  in  the  hurry  and  confufion  every  ohe 
\fras  in  on  the  taking  of  the  town,  this  opportunity  was 
flipt,  and  no  anfwer  fent  to  his  defire.    In  the  afternoon 
the  merchants  of  Sevili  and  Cadiz  offered  two  millions 
to  fave  thofe  (hips  5  and  while  the  bargain  hung,  the  duke 
of  Medina  Sidonia  caufed  all  that  rich  fleet  to  be  burnt  5 
and  thus  were  all  the  galleons,  gallies,  frigates,  argofies^ 
and  the  fleets  of  NttV'Spain,  royal  and  trading,  confunt- 
ed,  except  the  St.  Mdtthew,  and  the  St.  Andmo,  in  pof-' 
feffion  of  the  Etrglifl),    The  town  was  very  rich  in  meri 
chandize  and  plate,    Maiiy  v^althy  prifoners  were  giveti 
to  the  land-commanders,  who  were  enriched  by  th^ir  ran- 
fom;  fome  had  10,  fome  16,  fome  20,000  ducats  for 
their  prifoners ;  others  had  hou^  and  goods  given  them, 
and  fold  them  to  the  owners  for '  vaft  fums  of  montfy. 

Sir 
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•*  Camden,  Triumphs  of  NafTau,  HakluytS -iccoon^  of  the  Ca- 
diz voyage,  Verc's  Commentaries,  p.  39,  aiiii  fir  Walter'^,  gvvflt 
account  before-mentioned. 
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Sir  ^///r  got,   to  ufe  his  own  words,  a  Lwie  kg  and  ? 
defermed  j  y^r  /^^  reji^  be  either  fpoke  too  late,   or  'twas 
etberwife  re/shed ;  be  wanted  not  good  wordt^  yet  had  pofef- 
fion  of  nought  but  poverty  and  pain  ^. 

In  their  return  home  they  took  Faro  in  the  kingdom 
of  Algarvt  -y  and  EJfex  propofed  Tome  other  enterprizes, 
in  w^  ich  he  was  oppofed,  and  the  point  carried  againit 
him  by  the  concurring  opinions  of  the  chief  land  and  foa* 
officers.  Yet  on  his  return  EJfex  publifhed  fome  remarks,, 
or»  as  he  calls  them,  objections  in  relation  to  this  voyage, 
wherein  (as  Mr.  Oldys  well  obferves,  and  therein  juftly 
cenfurcs  fir  Henry  Wotton)  the  earl  queftions  every  body's 
condu^H;  but  his  own.  The  queen,  however,  taking 
time  to  inform  herfelf,  made  a  right  judgment  of  the 
whole  afiair ;  in  confequence  of  which,  (he  paid  a  due  re- 
fpe£t  to  every  man's  merit,  and  greater  to  none  than  to 
that  of  fixJValter  Ralegh  \  ,  ^„,;.  ,  ,...,  na  L. 
^^  Immediately  after  his  return,  our  hero  bethought 
himfelf  of  his  favourite  projedl,  the  fettling  Guiana.  In 
order  to  further  difcoveries  which  might  effe^ually  lead . 
thereto,  he  fent  a  (lout  pinnace,  well  freighted  with  every 
thing  necefTary,  under  the  command  of  captain  Leonard 
Berriey  which  fafcly  arrived  there  in  the  month  of 
March  1597 ;  and  having  entered  into  a  friendly  com- 
merce with  the  inhabitants  of  the  coad,  and  learned  from 
them  very  particular  accounts  of  the  prefent  Hate  and 
riches  of  the  higher  country,  they  returned  again  to  the 
port  of  Plymouth  the  twenty-eighth  of  June  following. 
This  expedition  feems  to  be  an  indubitable  proof  of  two 

things: 


*  Camden,  Vere's  Cooimentarirs,  p.  42,  and  fir  Walter's  re 
ktion.        •  Dfe  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  106.  ^ 
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things :  firft,  that  fir  If  alter  himfelf  was  in  earned  in 
this  difcovery,  otherwifc  there  can  be  no  caufe  afllgned, 
why,  having  (o  many  matters  of  importance  upon  his 
hands,  he  fliould  yet  bufy  himfelf  in  an  undertaking  of 
this  kind.  Secondly,  that  fir  IValter's  hopes  were  as  well 
founded,  as  it  was  poffible  for  a  man's  to  be,  in  a  thing  of 
,  this  nature>  fince  the  account  given  us  of  th  s  voyage  is 
fuch  a  one  as  is  liable  to  no  juft  objedions  ^  .1 

The  next  public  fervice  Wherein  we  meet  with  fir 
H^alter  Ralegh  \s,  that  called)  The  IJlcidVoyagiy  of  which 
we  have  alfo  given  a  coiMOUb  account  in  our  former  vo- 
lume. In  this  undertaking  of  which  we  have  as  full  arjd 
clear  memorials,  as  of  any  in  the  glorious  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth',  it  very  plainly  appears,  that  EJJ'ex  had  the 
command,  and  Ralegh  the  abilities;  which  was  the  true 
reafon  why  the  former  acquired  fo  little  honour,  and  the 
latter  fo  much;  though  with  a  lefs  jealous  commander,  he 
had  certainly  attained  more.  Their  difputcs  began  early. 
A  misfortune  fell  out  in  Ralegh\  (hip  in  the  bay  of  Bifu;y^ 
which  obliged  him  to  lie  behind  the  fleet  j  and  afterwards, 
when  this  accident  was  repaired,  and  he  came  to  the  rock 
of  Lijbon,  he  met  with  a  large  number  of  (hips  and  tea- 
ders,  which  were  by  him  conducted  to  the  Azores.  ■  This 
fignal  fervice,  the  creatures  of  £J/ex^  by  a  fort  of  logic 
in  which  they  were  well  pradlilcd,  conftrued  into  a  high 
ofFcQCe  i  for  they  pretended,  that  thefe  vcflels  had  quitted 
the  general,  to  wait  on  the  rear-admiral;  but  fir  If'alter 
having  convinced  the  earl,  that  thefe  (hips  came  to  the 
lock  of  Li/hoHy  as  the  rendezvous  appointed  by  himfelf. 
Vol.  II.  F  and 


'     f  See  the  r?lation  of  this  voyage  by  Mr  Thamas  Mafham,  in 
Hakluyt,  vol  iii  p.  692 


l'<i 


«,    (I 


4' 


:)<! 


r.  .» 


M 


^  tt 


.1  .< ' '' 


w 


66  MEMOIRS^ 

and  that  he  finding  them  there,  had  brought  them,  as  be- 
came him,  to  attend  upon  his  lordfliip,  Effix  had  fenfe 
enough  to  be  pacified  for  that  time  ^ :  but  foon  after, 
things  went  wrong  again.    It  was  agreed  in  a  council  of 
war,  that  the  general,  and  fir  ff^alter  Raleghy  ihould  land 
joinlly  on  the  iiland  of  Fayail,  wi)ere  Ralegh  waited  four 
days  for  his  lordfhip,  and  hearing  nothing  of  him,  held  a 
council  of  war,  wherein  it  was  refolved,  by  fuch  as  were 
lefs  concerned  for  EJfex'%  honour,  than  the  nation's  glory, 
that   fir  If^alttr  fliould   attempt   by  himfelf,  what  they 
fhould  jointly  have  performed.     This  refolution  he  execu- 
ted, and  (hewed  therein  as  much  perfonal  courage  a;-  any 
private  foldier,  and  all  the  conduft  that  could  be  expe(fled 
from  a  very  wife  and  experienced  commander  j  fo  tha:  we 
need  not  wonder  he  met  with  fuccefs,  and  did  all  that  he 
defigned.     EJJex^  on  his  arrival,  forgot  the  public  fervice, 
and  thought  of  nothing  but  his  own  private  difgrace,  which 
vexed  him  fo  much,  that  he  broke  fome  of  the  officers 
vrho  had  behaved  gallantly  under  Ralegh  ;  and  fome  talk 
there  was,  of  trying  him,  and  taking  off  his  head  j  but 
at  laft,  by  the  mediation  of  lord  Thomas  Howardy  who 
was  vice-admiral>  and  i'u   WaUer*%  condefcending  to  ex- 
cufe  his  having  done  fo  much,  before  his  lordfliip  did  any 
thing,  matters  were  made  up  once  again.     The  calhiercd 
officers  were  reftored,  Ralegh  returned  to  his  care  of  the 
public  fervice,  and  EJfex  proceeded  in  his  miftakes  ••.     In 
confequence  of  thefe,   they  milTed  the  IVejUIndia  fieet, 
though  RaUgh  had  the  good  luck  to  take  fome  prizes, 

the. 


K  See  the  accurate  relation  of  all  that  pafTed  in  this  voyage,  by 
fir  Arthur  Gorges,  in  Purchas's  Pilgrim,  vol.  i»r.  p.  1938.  •*  See 
an  excellent  account  of  this  affair  by  fir  Walter  himfelf.  >••  hi# 
Hiftory  of  the  world,  book  v.  cap.  i.  fed.  ix.  and  in  the  )«forc- 
mcniioned  relation. 
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the  produce  of  which  p?\id  his  men,  (o  that  he  loft  neither 
credit  nor  money  by  the  voyage.  On  his  return,  though 
£Jh  is  faid  to  have  /bund  means  to  throw  the  mifcarriage 
of  a!l  his  pompous  promises  on  inevitable  accidents,  with  the 
mob,  and  fome  of  his  creatures  imputed  them  to  fir  Z/^/- 
/w;  yet  thefe  accufations  would  not  pa(«  with  the  queen, 
who  (hewed  Ralegh  more  favour  than  ever;  even  though 
he  took  Icfs  pains  to  vindicate  himfell',  and  teftified  more 
refpe<Sl  for  the  grrat  earl,  than  perhaps  any  other  man 
would  have  done '. 

The  next  year  we  find  him  again  in  parhament,  >yhere 
he  diftinguifiied  himfelf,  by  uniting  what  of  late  have 
been  thought  ojjpofite  characters;  the  patriot,  and  th« 
fervant  of  the  crown,  but  which  he  (hewed  to  be  very 
confiftent.  By  his  intereft  with  the  queen,  he  procured 
fome  griping  pfojeds  to  be  difcountenanced ;  by  his  weight 
in  the  houfe,  he  promoted  fupplies ;  he  alfo  obtained  fome 
indulgencies  for  the  tinners  in  Cornwall,  and  (hewed  him- 
felf^  upon  all  occafions,  a  ready  and  a  rational  advocate 
for  the  poor.  In  1599,  when  the  queen  was  pleafed  to 
fit  out,  in  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  fo  great  a  navy  as 
ftruck  her  neighbours  with  awe,  fir  IVulter  was  appointed 
vice-admiral ;  which  honour,  though  he  enjoyed  it  but  for 
a  fingle  month,  yet  was  a  high  mark  of  the  queen's  con- 
fidence, fmce  at  that  time,  (he  was  no  lefs  apprehenfive 
of  ftirs  at  home,  than  of  an  invniion  from  abroad.  In. 
1600,  the  queen  was  pleafed  to  fend  lord  Cobham,  and  fir 
lyalter  Ralegh^  to  the  Dutch,  and  after  conferring  with 
prince  Maurice  of  NaJ/aic,  iir  J  falter  returned  again  about 
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the  middle  of  the  year,  anc'  a  lirtle  after,  he  was  by  the 
queen   made  governor  of  the  iiland  of  Jirfiy ;  but  (he 
rcferved  three  hundred  pounds  a  year  out  of  that  govern- 
ment, to  be  difpofed  of  as  fho  thought  fit  •*. 
-  His  ncxt^cat  fervicc  was,  againft  EJ/ex^  in  his  infur* 
region  in  the  February  following.     It  would  be  a  great 
deal  befide  our  purpofe,  to  entej  into  a  long  detail  of  that 
lierplexed  affair.     Let   it  fuffice  then,   that  we  obferve, 
after  a  due  comparifon   of  what  contemporary   writers 
have  left  us  of  this  matter,  thai  lord  EJfgx  was  his  own 
enemy,  and  that  he  brought  fir  i'Va/w's  name  upon  the 
carpet,  to  (krcen  his  own  defigns.     He  gave  our,  that  the 
caufe  of  his  arming  was  to  defend  himfclf  againft  his  per- 
fonal  enemies,  pretending  that  Cobham  and  Rjlegh  had 
•contrived  a  fcheme  to  aflaffinate  him  :  whereas  fwChri/la- 
phir  Bkunt  had  in  truth,  made  a  propofal  of  this  fort  to  Ejjcx^ 
with  refpeft  to  RaUgh  j  and  when  this  was  judged  impra- 
fticable,  advifed  the  propagating  the  other  ftory  to  colour 
their  proceedings,  as  himfclf  confefled.    When  the  mif- 
chief  broke  out,  fir  IP'ak^r  did  his  duty,  and  no  more  than 
his  duty.    Some,  indeed,  have  reported,   that,  :after   the 
earl  of  EJJex  was  condemned,  he  preffed  the  queen  to  fign 
a  warrant  for  his  execution  ;  and  that  he  fliewed  a  particit- 
lar  pleafure  in  beholding  his  death  :  which  however,  is  not 
ftri<^ly  true ;  for  though  he  had  placed   himfelf  near  thfe 
fcafFold,  before   the  earl  appeared,  yet  he  rem.oved  from 
thence  before  his  death,  becauie  the  people  feemed  to  take 
*>iis  appearance  there  in  a  wrong  light :  but  j;his  he  after- 
wards repented  ;  becaufe  when  the  carl  came  to  die,  hfc 
exprefled  a  great  defire  to  h>vc  I'een  2nd  fpoke  to  him, 
^    ,    _  from 
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from  a  forefif;;ht  of  which,  fir  IValter  Ralegh  had  taken 
that  poll.  When  fir  Chrijiopher  Blount  came  to  die,  he 
aflually  begged  fir  Pf^alUr's  pardon,  and  confefled  the 
wrong  that  had  been  done  him,  in  the  reports  fpread  to 
inflame  the  populace.  Yet  it  is  certain,  that  even  this 
confefliOn  did  not  quafli  fuch  reports  j  but  from  this  time 
forward,  RaUgh  had  more  enemies  than  ever ;  and,  which 
was  worfe,  the  queen's  fucceflbr  was  prejudiced  againft 
him,  by  fuch  accounts  as  were  tranfniitled  to  him  in  Scat- 
landK      •       '} 

It  is  not  at  all  impoflible,  that  thofe  artful  ilatefmen, 
who  had  fo  much  addrefs,  as  to  make  the  populace  then, 
and  by  employing  the  pen  of  a  learned  hiitorian,  the 
world  in  general  now  believe,  they  were  feconds  only  in 
thefe  quarrels,  and  EJJex  and  Ralegh  principals,  hated 
both  ahke,  and  contrived  to  make  them  ruin  each  other  j 
by  inflaming  £J/ex  againft  Ralegh  firft,  which  induced 
him  to  write  in  his  prejudice  to  king  James,  with  whom, 
by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Anthony  Bacon,  he  kept  a  conftant 
corrclpondence,  and  after  bringing  him  to  the  block,  al- 
lowing the  truth  of  thofe  informations,  that  they  might 
run  no  hazard  (in  a  new  reign)  from  lir  IFalter  Ralegh's 
abilities.  The  conje(^ure  is  rendered  probable  enough  from 
the  whole  thread  of  the  relation,  nor  would  it  be  a  very 
hard  tafK  to  prove  it  was  really  fo  irom  inconteftible  au- 
thorities. So  cafy  it  is  in  courts,  for  malice  and  cunning  to 
get  the  better  of  courage  and  fcnfe. 

In  tiie  fummcr  ot  the  year  1601,  he  attended  the 
queen  m  her  piogrcis,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  duke  de 
Birori,  as  amballador  from  France,  he  received  hir 
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her  m  Jelly's  appointment,  and  conferred  with  him  oa 
the  fubjedt  of  his  embaffy.  In  the  laft  parliament  of  the 
queen,  fir  ff^altfr  was  a  very  aftivc  member,  and  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  upon  all  occafions,  by  oppofing  fuch  billt 
as,  under  colour  of  deep  policy,  were  contrived  for  the 
opprefllon  of  the  meaner  fort  of  people ;  fuch  as  that  for 
compelling  every  man  to  till  a  third  part  of  his  ground, 
and  others  of  a  like  nature.  Nor  was  he  lefs  ready  to 
countenance  fuch  laws  as  bore  hard  upon  the  rich,  and 
even  upon  traders ;  where  it  was  evident,  that  private  in- 
terefl:  claflied  with  public  benefit,  and  there  was  a  neceflity 
of  hurting  fome,  for  the  fake  of  doing  good  to  all.  This 
fliews  that  he  had  a  juft  notion  of  popularity,  and  knew 
how  to  diftinguifli  between  difcerning  and  defiring  it. 
An  inllance  of  this  appeared  in  his  promoting  a  law  for 
the  reftraining  the  exportation  of  ordnance,  which  at 
that  time,  was  of  mighty  advantage  to  fuch  as  were  con- 
cerned in  that  commerce,  but  of  inexpr-eflible  detriment 
to  the  nation ;  becaufe  it  was  the  fource  of  the  enemy's 
power  at  fca,  the  Spanijh  navy  making  life  of  none  but 
Englifl)  cannon. 

In  the  point  of  monopolies,  indeed  he  was  not  alto- 
gether fo  clear  j  but  he  (hewed  that  he  made  a  moderate 
ufe  of  the  grants  he  had  obtained  from  the  crown,  and 
oifercd,  if  others  were  cancelled,  to  furrender  his  freely  "*. 

Upon  the  demife  of  queen  EUzabetb,  fir  ffalUr  was 
not  without  hopes  of  coming  into  favour  with  her  fuc- 
ceflbr,  whofc-  countenance  he  had  fought  by  various  pre- 
fents,  and  other  tellimonics  of  refpet^,  which  he  fent  into 
S(ct!and,  and  from  the  reception  they  met  with,  had  no 

rcafon 


••«  Hey  ward  Town  (hend'a  CoUetlions,  and  fir  Simcnds  D'JIwcs's 
Journal  oi  queen  Elizabeth's  parliaments. 
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rcafon  at  all  to  Aifpe(fl  that  he  flood  upon  ill  terms  with 
king  Jamei ".  He  was  not  ignorant,  however,  of  the 
pains  taken  by  EJj€x\  to  infufe  into  the  king's  mind,  pre- 
judices againft  him,  which,  however,  he  thought  to  wear 
out  by  affiduous  fervice.  On  the  king's  coming  into  £«^- 
hndy  he  had,  notwithftanding  common  reports,  frequent 
accefs  to  him,  and  thereby  an  opportunity  of  difcovering 
both  his  defire  and  his  capacity  of  ferving  his  majefty.  But 
he  quickly  found  himfelf  coolly  treated,  nor  was  he  long 
at  a  lofs  for  the  reafon.  Sir  Robirt  Ctcil^  who  had  been 
his  friend  and  aflbciate,  fo  long  as  rhey  were  both  in  dan- 
ger from  EJfex^  forefeeing  that,  if  ever  Ralegh  came  into 
king  James*s  confidence,  his  adminiftration  would  not  lad 
long,  drew  fuch  a  charadler  of  him  to  that  prince,  as  he 
thought  moft  likely  to  difguft  him  ;  and  dwelt  particularly 
upon  this,  that  Rakgh  was  a  martial  man,  and  would  be 
<Jontinually  forming  projefls  to  embarrafs  him  with  his 
neighbours ".  Sir  IValtet-y  in  return  for  this  good  office, 
did  him  another  j  for  he  drew  up  a  memorial,  wherein  he 
fliewed  plainly,  that  the  affeftion  of  the  Cecils  for  his 
majelly,  was  not  the  effeft  of  choice,  but  of  force  j  that 
in  reality,  it  was  chiefly  through  the  intrigues  of  one  of 
that  family,  his  mother  loft  her  head,  and  that  they  never 
thought  of  promoting  his  fucceflion,  till  they  faw  it 
would  take  place  in  fpight  of  them  p.  This  memorial 
was  far  from  having  the  effects  he  expected  j  nor  indeed 
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n  Dr.  Peter  Heylyn's  Exatnen.  Hiftoricam,  p.  170.  A  brief  re- 
lation of  fir  Walter  Ralegh's  troubles,  p.  i.  "  Baker's  Chro- 
nicle, O/barne's  Memorials  of  the  reign  of  king  jhmet,  &r  p  See 
Dr.  Welwood's  notes  on  Arthur  Wilfon's  hiliory  of  king  James, 
a«  it  is  printed  in  Dr.  Kennet's  compleat  liiHory  of  liiigiuiid, 
vol.ii.  p.  663,  664. 
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"^vould  he  have  expedled  ihem,  if  he  had  known  king 
James  thoroughly.  That  timorous  prince  law  the  power 
of  Cecil  at  that  time,  and  thought  he  "had  need  of  it,  for- 
getting that  it  was  the  effedts  of  his  own  favour,  and  fo 
became  dependant  upon  him,  as  he  afterwards  was  upon 
Buckingham,  whom,  for  many  years  before  his  death,  he 
trailed,  but  did  not  love  ''.  This,  with  his  averfion  to 
all  martial  enterprizes,  engaged  him  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  tQ 
fir  Walterh  propofals ;  and  perhaps  to  do  more  than  this,  if 
weaicfojufl:  to  V«7,  to  luppofethat  hedid  not  afterr 
wards  perfecute  ii  i;''  ^v 'hout  a  caufc,  I  mean  without 
perfonal  offence  givci;  hi  <*..!.  However  it  was,  Ralegh 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  h^**  felf,  notwithftanding  the 
pairs  he  had  taken,  flighted  and  ill  ufed  at  court :  and 
this  might  probably  deterniine  him  to  keep  company  with 
|bme  who  were  in  the  f  .me  lituation,  and  who  were  his 
intimate  acquaintance  'jeforej  which,  however,  proved 
his  ruin  ^  . .  .    •  •  .»,.:, 

Among  thefe  companions  of  his  was  lord  Cobham,  a 
man  of  a  weak  head,  but  a  arge  fortune,  over  whom  Ra- 
legh  had  a  great  afcendant,  and  with  whom  he  lived  in 
conftant  correfpondencc.  This  man,  who  was  naturally 
vain,  and  now  much  difcontented,  had  an  intercourfe  with 
various  forts  of  people,  and  talked  to  each  in  fuch  a  ftilc 
as;  he  thought  would  be  mofl  agreeable  to  them.  In  the 
reign  of  queen  EUzabcth  he  had  conferred  with  the  duke 
of  Jicfiiberg^  a  Fkmljh  nobleman  in  the  king  of  Spaiti^% 
fervicc,  and   who  v^as    now  in  England  as  ambailador 

from 


«?  Sre  the  ear!  of  Brirtol's  anfwer  to  the  articles  of  high-tieafon, 
evliihiteil  ngainft  him  in  parliament,  printed  in  Frankland's  An- 
njilj.  o*  king  James,  and  king  Charles,  p.  1271  128,  \2^.  ^  tjcc 
Mr.  Oidvi's  life  of  ur  WaUcr  Ralegh,  p-  15*»  153. 
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from  the  arch-duke ;  bpt  in  truth,  with  a  view  to  nego- 
tiate a  peace  with  Spain.     With  him  Cobham  renewed  his 
acquaintance,  and  in  his  name  propofed  giving  fir  JValter 
a  large  fum  of  money,  if  inftead  of  oppofing,  as  he  had 
hitherto  done,  he  would  forward  that  peace  •.      In  the 
mean  time,  fome  popifti  priefts,  and  other  difafFe^ed  and 
difappointed  perfons,  had  framed  a  plot  againft  the  king 
9nd  royal  family,  which  was  to  be  executed  by  feizing,  if 
not  deftroying  his  majefty  and  his  children,  and  with  fome 
of  thefe  people  Cobham  alfo  had  an  inlercourfe,  by  the 
means  of  his  brother  Mr.  Brooke.    This  laft  treafon  being 
difcovered,  and  traced  to  the  perfon  we  have  juft  mentioned, 
there  grew  a  fufpicion  of  Cobham^  and  in  confequence  of 
his  intimacy  with  Ralegh,  there  arofe  fome  doubts  alfo  as 
to  him.    Upon  this,  they  were  all   apprehended,   and 
Cobham,   who  was  a  timorous  man,  was  drawn  in  to 
charge  fir  Walter  with  feveral  things  in  his  confeffion  *, 
The  enemies  of  Rakgh  contrived  to  blend  thefe  treafon, 
together,  though  they,  or  at  leaft  Cecily  knew  them  to 
be  difl:in(5l  things ;  and  f^  ne  dates  them  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
IFinwood^  wIic:\.1ji  he  ihewshis  dillike  to  fir  TValter  Ra^ 
legby  and  his  fenfe  at  the  fame  time  of  the  want  of  any- 
real  evidence  which  might  affedl  him  j   however,  what 
was  deficient  in  proof,  was  made  up  in  force  and  fraud. 
The  priefts,  Watfon  and  Clerk^  were  firft  tried  and  convi- 
fted ;  fo  was  Mr.  George  Brooke,  who  had  been  their  af- 
fociate:  and  on  the  feventeenth  o^  November  1603,  fir 
Waiter  Ralegh  was  tried  at  IFtnchefter,  and  convided  of 
high-treafon,  by  the  influence  of  the  court,  and  the  baw- 
ling 
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*  Arraignment  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  97. 
\vhole  proceedings  in  the  iirit  volume  of  btate  'i'rlals> 
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ling  BillinfgaU  eloquence  of  the  attorney-general  Coh^ 
without  any  colour  of  evidence  ".  Thi3  is  that  treafon 
which  was  fo  juAly  flighted  in  his  days,  and  which  has 
^  much  perplexed  ours. 

That  there  was  really  no  truth  in  what  Wis  al!e(fg6(! 
^^inft  (ir  f^aUtr^  njay  be  proved  to  a  demonftration,  if  we 
.confider,  that  all  the  evidence  that  was  ever  pretended,  irt 
relation  to  his  knowledge  of  the  furprizing  treafon,  or 
flot  to  feiae  the  king  and  his  family,  was  the  hearfay  te- 
ftimony  of  George  Brooke,^  that  his  brother  Cobham  fhould 
fay,  Thaf  it  would  never  be  lueli^  until  the  fox  and  cubbs 
were  takjen  of^  and  afterwards,  Qjeaking  to  this  Broike^ 
that  he,  lord  Grey,  and  others  were  only  pn  the  bye,  but 
Jlalegh  and  himfelf  w^r^  on  the  main;  intimating,  that 
they  were  only  trufted  with  lefler  ^natters,  but  that  the  ca- 
pital fchcme,  before-n^entioned,  was  concerted  between 
him  and  fir  JValter  *.  Yet  when  Brooke  came  to  die,  a^ 
he  did  defervedly,  upon  his  own  confef&on^  he  recalled 
and  retradled  this  circumftance,  owning,  that  he  never 
heard  his  brother  make  ufe  of  xhat  phrafe  about  the  fox 
and  cubbs  \  which  takes  away  confequentiy  the  credit  of 
that  other  ftory  grounded  upon  it :  and  this  we  have  up- 
on the  beft  authority  that  can  be,  that  of  lord  Cecil, 
afterwards  earl  of  Sali/hury,  himfelf,  whp  ^commends 
Brooke  for  (hewing  this  remorfe  in  his  laft  moments  Y. 
Thus  out  of  his  capital  enemy's  mouth  I  have  proved  the 
innocence  of  fir  Psalter  Ralegh,  who  conltantly  and  ju- 
i  diciouily 


"  Lcrd  Cecil's  letter  to  Mr.  Winwood,  in  Winwood's  Memo- 
rials,  vol.  ii.p,  8;  Life  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh  by  Mr.  Oldys,  p. 
157.  ^  See  fir  Thomas  Overbury's  copy  of  fir  Walter** 

arraignment,  p.  12.  »  Winwood's  Memorials,  vol.ii.  p.  8. 

'  In  the  before,  cited  letter  of  lord  Cecil  to  Mr  Winwood, 
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didoufly  at  his  trial,  diftinguiflied  between  thf  furprizing 
treafen  and  the  conferences  with  Arember^.  The  former 
he  denied  the  lead  knowledge  ofj  but  as  to  the  latter| 
owned  that  Cobham  had  talked  to  him  of  a  large  prelent, 
jn  cafe  he  would  be  for  a  peace  with  Spainy  and  com- 
plained of  the  hard{hip  of  dying,  for  having  once  heard  a 
pain  man  fay  a  few  idle  things  *. 

Though  the  law  made  no diftindlion  between  fir  Wal- 
ter Ralegh  and  the  reft,  who  were  involved  in  this  trea- 
fen, yet  the  king  made  a  great  deal,  for  he  never  figned 
any  warrant  for  his  execution';  but  on  the  contrary, 
projefled  that  ftrange  tragi-comedy  of  bringing  the  twQ 
lords  Cobham  and  Grey^  with  fir  Griffin  Markham^  to  the 
block,  and  then  granting  them  a  reprieve,  purely  to  dif- 
cover  the  truth  of  what  Cobham  had  alledged  againft  Ra- 
ieghy  and  what  might  be  drawn  by  the  fright  of  death 
from  the  other  two  ^.  As  all  this  brought  forth  nothing, 
the  king  liid  a/ide  all  thoughts  of  taking  away  his  life  ; 
and  if  Raiegh  laboured  fome  time  under  an  uncertainty 
of  this,  it  ought  to  be  attributed  rather  to  the  malice  of 
his  potent  adverfaries,  than  to  any  ill  intention  in  the  king, 
of  which  I  difcern  no  figns,  and  of  the  contrary  to  which 
fir  Walter  himfelf  in  his  letters,  feems  to  be  pofitive  *. 
Neither  do  I  fay  this  with  any  view  of  excufing  king 
James,  but  purely  gut  of  refpefl  to  truth,  and  that  it 
may  appear  how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  to  live  under  a 
prince,  who  fufters  himfelf  to  be  abfolutely  diredted  by  his 
minifters ;  fince  not  only  the  vices  of  fuch  a  monarch  arc 
^cftruitive,  but  even  his  virtues  become  ufelefs. 

In 
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*  Arraignment  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  loi,  io6.  •Stowe*s 
Annals,  p.  831.  ''  Winwood's  Memorials,  vol.  ii.  p.  lu  *  Ra- 
legh's Remains,  p.  192. 
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In  the  month  of  Deamber^  Ralegh  was  remanded  to 
the  Toiver,  and  upon  the  petition  of  his  wife,  was  allowed 
the  conlblation  of  her  company,  and  by  degrees  obtained 
Hill  greater  favours ;  for  the  king  w?   pleafed  to  grant  all 
the  goods  and  chattels,  forfeited  to  him  by  fir  lf^aUer'$ 
convidion,  to  trultces  of  his  appointing,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  creditors,  and  of  his  lady  and  children  ''.     In  a  reafona- 
ble  fpace,  his  elhte  followed  his  goods  j  and  now  he  began 
to  conceive  himfclf  m  a  fair  way  of  being  reftorcd  to  that 
condition  from  which  he  had  fallen.    In  this,  however,  he 
was  much  miftakcn,    for  a  new  coun-favourite  arifing, 
who  had  a  mind  to  enrich  himfelf  by  fuch  kind  of  grants, 
he  difcovered  a  flaw  in  the  conveyance  of  Ralegh^s  eftate 
to  his  fon,  which,  being  prior  to  the  attainder,  gave  the 
crown  a  title  paramount  to  that  which  was  underftood 
to  be  therein,  when  the  forfeiture  was  granted  back  to  Ra- 
legh,    Upon  an  information  in  the  court  of  Exchequer^ 
judgment  was  given  for  the  crown,  and  the  cffcdl  of  that 
judgment  was  turned  to  the  benefit  of  the  fav.iurite,  who 
in  1609,  had  a  compleat  grant  of  all  that  fir  f Psalter  had 
forfeited  ^     7'his  courtier  wn:?  fir  Robct  Ciitr,  afterwards 
(0  well  known  to  the  world  by  the  title  ct  carl  o(  Somerfety 
to  whom  fir  JValter  wrote  an  exteHent  letter,  wherein  he 
/bated  the  hardlhip  of  his  own  cafe  without  bitcrncfs,  ex- 
poftulated  freely,  and  yet  inoffenfivelv,  abou^  .he  wrong 
done  him,  and  entreated  the  favourite's  compilficn,  with- 
out any  unbecoming  condefcenfion  ^     AH  liiis,  however, 
fignified  nothing  5  fir  JValter  loft  his  eftate,  but  not  his 
hopes. 

He 


*  Rvmer's  f(cJc'ra,  toni.  .\vi.  p.  1596.  "   A  brief  relation  of 

<ir  W;ilt>^r  l<Hle;i,h's  tro  ib'cs,  p.  7.  ^  Printed  from  a  MS.  i^i 

Mr.  OU';-s's  life  wf  fir  W4c.:r  l<i!:-gh,  p.  165. 
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•  rHE  fpent  a  great  pari;  of  his  confinement  in  writing  that 
noble  and  immurul  monument  of  his  parts  and  learnings 
Th£  Hijhry  of  the  IVorld  \  wherein  he  has  ihewn  that  he 
confulted  the  wile  rule  of  Horace^  and  fixed  upon  fuch  a 
fubjed  as  fuited  with  his  genius,  and  under  which,  if  wc 
iray  guefs  from  former  and  fubfequent  attempts,  any  gz* 
nius  but  his  mult  have  funk.     He  lilcewile  devoted  a  part 
of  his  time  to  chemiftry,  io  rational  and  ufeful  chemiftry, 
wherein  he  was  no  lc(s  fucccfsful,  dilcovering  that  noble 
medicine  in  malignant  fevers,  which  bears  the  name  of  his 
Cordialy  though  I  think  it  is  now  doubtful,  whether  the 
true  receipt  of  it  be  prefcrved  or  not «.     Befidcs  thcfe,  he 
turned  his  thour^h's  on  various  other  fubjeds,  all  beneficial 
to  mankind,  and  in  that  light  worthy  of  fir  PP'alter  RalegK 
Of  thefc  treatifes  many  arc  printed  ;  fomc  are  (Vill  prefervcd 
in  MS.  and  not  a  it'N^  I  doubt,  are  loft.     The  patron  of 
his  ftudies  was  prince  Henry,  the  glory  of  the  houfc  of 
Stuart,  the  darling  of  the  Britijh  nation  while  he  lived,, 
and  the  objedt  of  its  fincere  and  univerfal  lamentation,  by 
his  untimely  death.     After  his  dcmife,  fir  jyalter  depended 
chiefly  upon  the  queen,  in  whom  he  found  a  true  and  ftea- 
dy  protedtrefs,   while  the  earl  of  Somerfet*s  power  lafted, 
whofe  hate  was  chiefly  detrimental  to  Ralegh  \  for  the  king 
trufted  him  now,  as  he  had  Salijbury  before,  with  implicit 
confidence,  even  after  he  had  loft  his  aftedtion  :  but  he,  by 
an  intemperate  ufe  of  his  authority,  having  rendered  him- 

.    . .       m 


U 


I'l 


(ft  I 


m 


I 

t 


8  See  an  exceHem  rd  copious  account  of  his  writings  in  the  life 
before-cited.  Dr.  Qumcy,  in  his  difpcnfnry,  p.  445,  44<5.  of  the 
eleventh  ed;tion,  feems  "1  undervalue  this  medicine,  chiefly  o.i^ac- 
count  of  the  number  of  ingredienf^ ;  but  Mr.  Oldys  fhc\v>,  in  his 
life  of  fir  Waher,  p.  169,  that  great  liberties  have  been  takea 
with  this  receipt,  and  the  number  of  ingredient!)  heightened  by 
ph}  ficians. 
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felf  obrtoxious  to  the  law,  fir  ff^alfer  faw  him  his  comf^- 
xiion  in  the  Towery  and  his  eftatcs,  by  thai  favourite's  for- 
feiture, once  more  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  *».  His  ene- 
my thus  out  of  the  court,  fir  If^alter  was  able  to  obtain  the 
favour  he  had  been  long  feeking,  which  was  ^fter  thirteen 
years  confinement,  to  gel  out  of  the  Tower  \  not  to  lead  a 
hzy  and  indolent  life  in  retirement,  for  which,  though 
cruelly  fpoiicd  by  his  enemies,  he  yet  wanted  not  a  reafon- 
able  provifion  j  but  to  fpend  the  latter  pp*-?  of  his  days,  as  he 
had  fpent  the  firft,  in  the  purfuit  of  honour,  and  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country ;  or,  as  he  himfelf  has  with  great  dignity 
cxpreflcd  it  in  a  letter  to  fecrctary  H^imuood,  by  whofc  in- 
tereft  chiefly  this  favour  was  obtained,  To  die  for  the  King, 
and  not  by  the  King,  /j  all  the  ambition  I  have  in  the 
world '. 

The  fcheme  he  had  now  at  heart,  was  his  old  one,  of 
fettling  Guiana ;  a  fcheme  worthy  of  him,  and  which,  as 
he  firft  wifely  contrived,  fo  he  as  conftantiy  profecuted. 
We  have  fecn  how  many  voyages  he  cncournged  thither  m 
the  days  of  queen  Elizabeth,  when  confidering  the  many 
great  employments  he  enjoyed,  one  would  have  thought 
his  mind  might  have  been  oiherwife  occupied ;  and,  indeed, 
fo  it  mud  have  been,  if  he  had  not  been  thoroughly  per- 
fuaded,  and  that  too  upon  the  belt  evidence  in  the  world, 
his  own  eye-fight  and  judgment,  that  this  was  the  richeft 
country  in  the  world,  and  the  worthiell  of  being  fettled, 
for  the  benefit  of  Britain,  This  perfuafion  was  fo  ftrong 
upon  him,  that  during  his  confinement,  he  held  a  con- 
ftant  intercourfe  with  Guiana^  fending  ai  his  own  charge, 

every 


^  Prince  Henry  endeavoured  to  obtain  it  for  him.  At  lad  fir 
Walter  h»d  8000  1.  for  it,  as  he  t<,Hs  us  i"  hib  apology,  f.  47. 
*  Ralegh's  remains,  p.  1O4. 
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trsry  year,  or  every  fecond  year,  a  (hip,  to  keep  the  IfuH" 
nm  in  hopes  of  his  performing  the  promlfe  he  had  made 
them  of  coming  to  their  afliftance,  and  delivering  them 
from  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniardsy  who  now 
encroached  upon  them  again.  In  thefe  ibips  were  brought 
over  feveral  natives  of  that  country,  with  whom  fir  ffTii' 
ter  converfed  in  the  Tower ^  and  from  whom,  quellionlefs, 
he  received  the  cleared,  and  moil  didind  intelligence  of 
the  fituation  and  ricbnefs  of  the  mines,  that  he  could  pof- 
fibly  defire  ''.  Upon  thefe  informations,  he  offered  the 
fcheme,  for  prnfecuting  his  difcovery  to  the  court,  three 
years  before  he  undertook  it  in  perfon ;  nor  was  there  then 
any  doubt,  either  as  to  the  probability  of  the  thing,  or  as 
to  its  lawfulnefs,  not  with  (landing  the  peace  made  with 
Spain  i  otherwife  the  king  would  not  have  made  fuch 
grants  as  he  did,  even  at  *;Hat  time :  which  (hews  that  he 
was  then  convinced  fir  Walter  had  in  his  firft  voyage  difco- 
▼ered,  and  taken  pofleilion  of  that  country  for  the  crown 
Qi England;  and  that  confequently,  his  fubje£)s  were  juftly 
entitled  to  any  benefits  that  might  accrue  from  this  difco- 
very, without  th«  ieaft  refpe^  had  to  the  pretentions  of 
the  Spaniards '.  It  may  alio  deii^rve  our  notice,  that  at 
the  time  iir  IPulter  fijft  moved  the  court  upon  this  fubjedl, 
the  Spanijh  match  was  not  thought  of:  but  the  wants  of 
king  Jamei  were  then  very  prefling,  and  he  may  reafona- 
bly  be  prefumed  to  have  at  this  time  placed  as  jgreat  hopes 
in  this  dil'covcry,  as  he  did  in  that  match ;  though  when 
he  came  to  idolize  this  projedt  afterwards,  he  grew  fome- 
Whai  out  of  conceit  with  fir  fValter's;  fo  that  if  he  had 
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^  RalejrhV;  apology,  p.  52,  55. 
ago  to  Guiana,  4C0.  161 3* 
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pleafed,  he  mighty  for  700/.  have  had  an  ample  pardon^ 
an4  leave  to  relinquifli  his  voyage :  but  he  remaining  firm 
to  his  purpofe,  and  the  king  feeling  his  neceflities  daily  in* 
creafe,  was  yet  willing  that  he  fti ould  proceed  in  his  entet- 
prizc,  in  hopes  of  profiting  thereby,  without  lofing  the 
profpe6l  he  then  had  of  concluding  the  Spanijh  match. 
Such  was  the  fituation  of  fir  Walter^  and  fuch  the  difpofi- 
iion  of  the  court,  When  he  obtained  leave  to  execute  his 
defign,  and  was  empowered  by  a  royal  commiflion  (but 
at  the  expence  of  himfelf  and  his  friends)  to  fettle  Gut- 
ana  "». 

It  has  been  a  great  difpute,  amongft  writers  too  of  fome 
eminence,  what  fort  of  a  commiflion  that  was,  with  which 
fir  iValter  was  trufted.  According  to  fome,  it  (hould  have 
been  under  the  great  feal  of  England^  and  direfted,  to  our 
trufty  and  well-beloved  fir  IV^iter  Ralegh^  knight " ;  ac- 
cording to  others,  and  indeed,  according  to  the  account 
given  by  king  James  himfelf,  it  was  under  the  privy  feal, 
and  without  thofe  expreflions  of  truft  or  grace  ^  To  end 
this  difpute,  I  have  confultcd  the  moft  authentic  collec- 
tion we  have  of  public  indruments,  and  there  I  find  a  large 
commiflion  to  fir  Walter  Ralegh^  which  agrees  with  that 
in  the  declaration  p,  and  is  dated  the  26th  of  Auguji,  in  the 
14th  year  of  the  king's  reign  over  Englandy  and  over  Scot* 
land  the  50th.  It  is  likewife  faid  to  be,  per  breve  d*  pri' 
vato  Sigiih\  yet  I  think,  that  it  is  not  imp>fliblc  it  might 
pafs  both  feals,  and  I  apprehend  the  conjcdure  is  warranted 
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"  Camden's  annals  of  king  James,  A.  D.  1615,1617.  "  U  ke's 
deteflion  of  the  four  laft  reigns,  p.  85.  Rapin's  liiftory  of  Kng- 
land,  and  Tindal's  notes.  "  See  a  declaration  of  the  demeanour 
and  arriagc  of  fir  Walier  Ralegh,  knt.  as  w«ll  in  his  voyage. 
&c.  4to.  J  618,  p.  4.        p  Rymer's  fosdcra,  torn.  xvi.  p  789.    . 
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by  an  expreflion  in  one  of  fir  JValter's  letters  i.  How* 
ever,  the  commiflion  was  certainly  a  legal  commiflion, 
and  though  the  formal  expreffions  of  grace  and  truil^  are 
ortiifted,  yet  the  powers  granted  him  zxi  very  extcnlive  in 
themfelves,  and  as  ftrongly  drawn  as  words  can  exprefs  j 
fo  that  fir  lyalter^  had  all  the  reafon  imaginable,  to  con- 
ceive, that  this  patent  implied  a  pardon.  By  one  claufe, 
he  is  conftituted  general  and  commander  in  chief  in  this 
enterprize.  By  another,  he  is  appointed  governor  of  the 
new  country  he  is  to  fettle  j  and  this,  with  ample  autho- 
rity. By  a  third,  he  has  a  power  rarely  infufted  with  our 
admirals  now,  that  of  cxercifin^;;  martial  law,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  the  king's  lieutenant-get  ^Iby  fca  or  land,  or 
any  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  England  had.  It 
is  impoflible,  therefore,  to  conceive,  that  when  this  com- 
miffion  was  granted,  fir  Walter  Ralegh  was  looked  upon  as 
a  condemned  man  )  or  that  the  lords  of  the  privy  courcil, 
or  the  lord  piivy-fenl,  could  think  it  rcafonable,  for  the 
king  to  grant  fuch  full  power  over  the  lives  of  others,  to 
one  who  had  but  a  precarious  title  to  his  own  ;  and  there- 
fore, I  think,  that  fir  French  Bacon*s  opinion,  when  fir 
Walter  confulled  him,  whether  it  would  not  be  advifeablc 
for  him  to  give  a  round  fum  of  money,  for  a  pardon  in 
common  form,  anfwered  like  an  honelt  man,  and  a  found 
lawyer:  yJr,  the  knee- timber  of  your  voyage  Is  monoy  :  /pare 
your  Purfe,  in  this  particular^  fcr  upon  my  hfe^  you  have  a 
fufficient  pardon  for  all  that  is  paji  already y  the  king  having 
under  his  broad  feal,  made  you  Admiral  r,  your  Flfet, 
and  given  you  power  of  the  martial  law  over  your  officers 
end  foldiers  '. 
Vol.  II.  #  It 
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It  is  now  time  for  us  to  enquire  whit  force  this  gentle- 
man had,  when  lie  failed  upon  this  expedition  :,  for  it  ap- 
pears cleat ly  by  the  kind's  commiffion,  that  the  whole  ex- 
pence  of  the  undertaking,  was  to  be  defrayed  by  him  and 
his  friends:  which  (hews,  how  finccre  fir  Walter  mud  hav« 
been  in  this  matter,  efpecially  if  we  confider,  that  he  veil- 
ed his  whole  fortune  therein,  and  even  prevailed  upon  his 
wi'e  to  fell  her  cftale  at  Mitchaviy  for  the  promoting  this 
defign;  in  the  illlie  of  which,  he  interelled  alfo  all  his 
friends;  and  how  extenlive  his  influence  in  this  kind-,  was, 
the  following  lift  of  his  fleet  will  fufficienily  inform  us. 
Firfl:  then,  was  the  admiral,  a  fine,  new,  ftout  (hip,  built 
by  Ralegh  himfelf,  called,  The  Dejiiny,  of  the  Burden  of 
440  tons,  and  carrying  36  pieces  of  cannon.  On  board 
it  were  fir  ff alter  Ralegh  general,  and  his  fon  Walter  cap- 
tain, befides  200  men,  whereof  80  were  gentlemcn-volun- 
tiers  and  adventurers,  mod  of  them  fir  Walter's  relations; 
which  number  was  afterwards  encreafed.  Second,  The  Ja- 
Jon  of  London^  240  tons,  and  25  pieces  of  ordnance,  cap- 
tain John  Pennington  vice-admiral,  80  men,  one  gentle- 
man and  no  more.  Third,  The  Encounter^  160  tons,  17 
pieces  of  ordnance,  Edward  HajVmgs  captain  [no  man 
more,  except  the  mafter,  mentioned]  but  •*'i;  dying  in  the 
Indies,  was  fucceeded  in  the  ciinmand  r;y  ca^  ain  ff^itney. 
Fourth,  The  TJjunder,  150  tons,  20  pieces  of  ordnance, 
fir  Warham  Sentleger  captain,  6  gentlemen,  60  loldiers, 
and  10  land-men.  Fifth,  The  Flying  Joan^  120  tons,  14 
pieces  of  ordnance,  John  Chidley  captain,  25  men.  Sixth, 
The  Scuthamptcn,  80  tons,  6  pieces  of  ordnance,  "John 
Bayly  captain,  25  mariners,  2  gentlemen.  Seventh,  Thi 
Page^  a  pinacc,  25  tons,  3  rabnets  of  brafs,  James  Bar- 
iU^  rr.prain,  8  failors.  But  before  Ralegh  left  the  coaft  of 
En^'iridy  he  wafl  joined  by  as  many  (hips  morej  fo  that 
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his  whole  fleet  confided  of  thirteen  fail,  befides  his  own 
fliip.  And  though  we  cannot  be  fo  particular  in  the  re- 
maining part,  we  may  yet  learn  thus  much  of  it;  that  one 
fliip,  named  71ye  Cotivertinct  was  commanded  by  captain 
Keymis ;  another,  called  The  Confidenct^  was  under  the 
charge  of  captain  IVoohJlon ;  there  was  a  fhallop,  named 
The  Flying  Hart^  under  fir  John  Feme;  two  fly  boats,  un* 
der  captain  Samuel  King,  and  captain  Robert  Smith  ,  and  a 
Caravel,  with  perhaps  another,named  The  Chudley,  befides  •. 
With  part  of  this  fleet,  fir  ff  "alter  failed  from  the  Thamet 
on  the  28th  of  March,  ibi"] ;  but  it  was  the  month  of 
July,  before  he  \th  Plymouth,  with  his  whole  fleet:  after 
which,  he  was  forced  to  put  into  Cork,  through  ftrefs  of 
weather,  and  remained  there  till  the  19th  oiAugujl.  On  the 
6th  of  September,  he  made  the  Canaries,  where  he  obtain- 
ed fome  refrefliments,  and  an  ample  certificate  from  the 
governor,  that  he  had  behaved  with  great  juflice  and  equi- 
ty. Thence  he  proceeded  to  Guiana,  where  he  arrived  in 
the  beginning  of  November.  He  was  received  with  the  utmoft 
joy  by  the  Indians,  who  not  only  rendered  him  all  the  fer- 
vice  that  could  be  expeded  from  them,  but  would  have 
perfuaded  him  to  end  all  his  labours  by  remaining  there, 
and  taking  upon  him  the  fovereignty  of  their  country ; 
which,  however,  he  refufcd.  His  extreme  ficknefs  hin- 
dered him  from  undertaking  the  difcovcry  of  the  mine  in 
perfon,  and  obliged  him  to  intrufl:  that  important  fervice 
to  captain  Keymis.  For  this  purpofe,  he  ordered,  on  the 
4th  of  December,  five  fmall  fhips  to  fail  into  the  river  Ore- 
Hoque;  aboard  thefe  five  vefiels,  were  five  companies  0? 
fifty  men  each  -,  the  firft  commanded  by  captain  Parker 
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the  fecond  by  captain  North,  the  ihird  by  Mr.  Ralt^h,  ihc 
fourth  by  captain  Pr'uieux,  the  fifih  by  captain  Ch'ulley ' ; 
KeymiSf  who  was  to  conducfl  them,  intended  to  have  gone 
to  the  mine  with  only  eight  perlbns,  v/hich  fir  IValter 
thought  too  great  z  hazard,  and  therel'ore  wrote  him  the 
following  ietlcr.  ' 

**  KEl'MJS,  whereas  you  were  rcfoived,  after  your 
*'  arrival  into  the  Orcnognc^  to  pafs  to  the  mine  with  my 
**  coufin  Herbert  and  fix  mufquetecrs,  and  to  that  end, 
**  dcfired  to  have  Sir  "John  Fertie\  (hallop  ;  I  do  not  allow 
**  of  that  courle,  bccaufe  you  cannot  land  fo  fccretlyj  but 
«*  that  fume  Indians  on  the  river-lide  may  difcover  yoUj» 
**  who  giving  knowlcge  thereof  to  tlie  Spaniards^  you  may 
**  be  cut  oft'  before  you  recover  your  boat.  I  therefore 
**  advife  you  to  fuficr  the  captains  and  companies  of  the 
**  EngVifli  to  pals  up  wellwardof  the  mountain  Jio,  from 
*'  whence  you  have  no  lefs  than  three  miles  to  the  mine, 
•*  and  to  encamp  between  the  Spanijh  town  and  you,  if 
**  there  is  any  town  near  it,  that  beiijg  fo  fecurcd,  you 
*•■  may  make  aial  what  depth  and  b/eadth  the  mine  holds, 
•*  or  whether  or  no  it  will  anfwcr  our  hopes.  And  if  you 
**  find  it  royal,  and  :{ie  Spaniards  begin  to  war  upon  you, 
"  then  let  the  ferjcant- major  repel  them,  li  it  is  in  his 
*'  power,  and  drive  th«m  as  hx  as  he  can:  but  if  you  find 
**  the  mine  is  not  fo  rich  as  to  perfuace  the  hoMing  of  it, 
*'  and  it  requires  a  lecond  fupply,  then  fliall  you  bring 
*^  but  a  baiket  or  iwo,  to  fatisfy  his  majelly  that  my 
**  defign  was  not  imaginary,  but  true,  though  not  an- 
**  fweiable  iO  ^\z  r.^-je^ty's  expectation  ;  for  the  quantity 
•*  of  which  I  iiever  give  aflurance,  nor  could.  On  the 
♦*  other  fide,  if  ycu  Art;'  find  any  great  number  ot  lol- 
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**  diers  are  newly  fent  into  the  Orenoque,  as  the 
CaJJiquc  of  CuUaria  told  us  there  were,  and  that 
the  pafliigcs  are  already  enforced,  fo  as  without 
"  manifeft  peril  of  my  fon,  yourfelf,  and  the  other 
**  captains,  you  cannot  pafs  towards  the  mine;  then  be 
well  advilcd  how  you  land,  for  I  know  (that  a  few 
gentlemen  excepted)  what  a  fcum  of  men  you  have ; 
**  and  I  would  not,  for  all  the  world,  receive  a  Mow 
•*  from  the  S[>omards  to  the  difhoncur  of  the  nation  '  .'* 

I  N  obedience  to  this  order,  capi.iin  Keymis  landed  his 
men  in  the  night,  fomewhat  nearer  the  mine  ihan  he  in- 
tended.    They  prefently  found,  the  Spiiriidtds  had  notice 
of  their  coming,  and  wi-re  prepared  to  receive  them.  They 
(hot  at  the  EngliJ})  both  with  their  great  and  imull  arms, 
and  the  Spaniards  being  the  aggrcflbrs,  the  Engli/h  landed, 
drove  them  to  the  town,  entered  it  with  them,  and  plun- 
dered  it.     Mr.  Raleighy   the  general's  fon,  was  killed  in 
the  adtion  ;  he  h'mlelf  ilaid  at  Trinidads^  wi(h  the  oiher 
(hips,  rcfolving  rather  to  burn,  than  yield,  had  the  Spanijh 
Armada  attacked  him.  CaptainATo'w/J  made  up  the  river  with 
his  veflcis ;  but  in  moft  places  near  the  mine,  he  could  not 
get  within  a  mile  of  the  Ihore,  the  river  was  fo  fhallow  j  and 
where  they  could  have  made  a  defccnt,  vollies  of  mufket 
(hot  came  from  the  woods  on  their  boats,  and  Kiyniis  did 
rot  proceed  to  the  mine,  faying  in  his  excufe,  that  the 
EtigUJIi  could  not  defend  Sf.  'Thomas^  the  town  they  had 
taken;  that  the  palFages  to  the  mine  were  thick  and  impaf- 
fible  woods,   and  that  fuppofing  they  had  dilcovercd  the 
mine,  they  had  no  men  to  work  it.    For  tliefc  reafons  he 
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concluded  it  was  bed  nor.  to  open  it  all.    The  Spaniards 
themfelves  had  feveral  gold  and  filver  mines  near  the  townt 
which  were  ufeiefs  for  want  of  negroes  "'.     At  Keymis*% 
return,    Rakigh  told   him,    he  had    undone   him,   and 
wounded  his  credit  with  the  king,  part  recovery  :  which  re- 
proach affeftcd  him  fo  deeply,  that  he  went  into  his  cabini 
from  whence,  foon  after,  the  report  of  a  piftol  was  heard, 
Upon  a  boy's  going  in,   and  aflcing  whether  he  knew 
whence  it  proceeded,  hefaiJ,  he  fired  it  himfelf,  becaufe  it 
had  becN  long  charged.     About  two  hours  after,  he  was 
foi:v  !  dead  with  a  grtat  deal  of  blood  under  him ;    and 
upon  fcarch  it  was  difcovered,  he  had  firft  (hot  himfelf, 
?ird  t!if  wound  not  proving  mortal,  he  had  thruft  a  knife 
a'er  the  ball*.     Sir  If'alter,  when  he  heard  his  fon  was 
11^ in,  r;ud,  that  he  mattered  not  the  lofing  of  a  hundred 
men,  lo  his  reputation  had  been  faved.    He  was  afraid  of 
i:  curling  the  kmg's  difpleafure,  and  with  grief  and  ficki\ef^ 
broUti.ht  \ery  low  in  his  health.     He  is  blamed  for  not  %0' 
ir.g  up  the  river  himfelf,  which  his  iudifpofition  would 
not  fuiTer  him  to  do.     Nine  weeks  was  Keymis  fcarching 
the  river,  all  which  time   his  mafter  (laid  at  Punta  de 
Galio,  nearer  death  than  life :  yet  the  misfortunes  and  dif- 
appoinrmeni   he  met  with,  did  not  alter  his  refoiution  of 
ret\irning  home,  though  feveral  of  his  men  were  tor  land- 
ing, and  feiding  ihemfdves  at  Newfoundlatid  \  others  were 
for  going  to  Holland ;  but  the  major  part  of  his  company 
were  of  his  own  opinion,  to  come  back  to  England^  hap- 
pen what  would :  fo  rather  like  a  p^ifoner  than  gf.neral, 
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he  arrived  with  his  leaky  (hips,  lirft  at  Kingfule,  in  Ireland^ 
and  then  at  Plymouth  f. 

Immedz/^tely  after  his  coming  to  Ireland^  a  pro- 
clamation ifll  d,  felting  forth  the  King's  difnpprobalion  of 
Sir  Pf^ahgr's  condud^,  and  requiring  fuch  as  were  acquaint- 
ed with  any  pariiculars,  relating  either  to  h  s  fcheme,  or 
to  his  pradtices,  (hould  give  information  of  them  ro  the 
council.  This  proclamation  was  dated  the  nth  of  Juf/e^, 
and  though  it  pretends  to  refer  to  Sir  IValter^a  commiliion, 
yet  it  plainly  mentions,  things,  which  are  not  to  be  found 
there.  In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July^  Sir  fVal- 
ter  landed  at  Plymouth^  and  hearing  of  this  proclamation, 
refolved  to  furrender  himfelf  j  but  as  he  was  on  the  road  to 
London  ■,  he  was  met  by  Sir  Lewis  Stucley^  vice-admi- 
ral of  Devonjhire,  and  his  own  kinfman,  whom  the 
court  had  made  choice  of  to  bring  him  up  a  prifo- 
ner"*.  This  man  appears  to  ha\e  adled  very  deceitfully, 
for  he  either  fuggefted,  or  atleaft  encouraged,  a  defign  Sir 
W^alter  had  framed  for  making  his  efcape,  and  when  he 
had  fo  done,  he  bafely  betrayed  him.  It  was  then  objedl- 
cd  to  fir  IValter,  that  he  meant  to  convey  himfelf  to 
France^  and  had  actually  entered  into  fome  unjuftifiable 
correlpondence  with  the  French  king ;  but  in  reality  all  that 
iir  If^alter  intended  was  to  have  gone  back  again  to  G///V;- 
«<3j  in  order  to  elTacc  the  memory  of  his  late  mi/carriage, 
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by  a  happier  undertaking'.  On  his  fecond  apprehcnflon, 
he  was  carried  lo  the  Tower^  from  whence  it  was  already 
fettled  he  fliould  m  ver  be  rckafed  but  by  death.  It  was  the 
car-  eitnels  of  the  Spunijh  court,  by  their  inftrument  count 
ConfUmary  produced  this  heat  in  the  Englijh  councils'*, 
and  yet  if  wc  ftriflly  corfider  the  matter,  we  fliall  find 
that  the  violence  with  which  the  Spani/h  court  drove  thit 
profccutiop,  is  one  of  the  (Ircngert  proofs  that  can  be  al- 
ledged  in  favour  of  fir  f^alur's  fchcme;  for  if  Gf^iana 
was  a  place  of  no  confequence,  why  were  they  fo  unea^ 
fy  about  it  ?  If  fir  IValter  had  been  no  more  than  a  pro* 
^edor,  who  fought  to  reftore  his  own  broken  fortunes  by 
fleecing  other  people,  as  the  calumny  of  thofe  times  fug- 
gcfled,  why  was  he  rot  let  altme  ?  The  more  expeditions 
Jie  made,  the  more  cic.-aily  his  folly  would  have  appeared, 
and  the  greatpr  advantage  the  Spaniards  would  have  reap- 
ed from  its  appearance  J  becaufe  it  would  have  difcounte- 
nanced  all  fucceeding  prcjetJis:  but  by  thus  contriving  iq 
murder  him,  they  muft,  in  the  opinion  of  every  impartial 
judge,  laife  the  crtdit  cf  his  projed,  though  they  might 
frii.jht  people  at  ihat  time  from  carrying  it  into  execution. 
In  ftiort,  the  Spaniards  knew  v  hat  fir  pralterh  friends  be- 
lieved ;  the  latter  confided  in  him,  the  former  were  pofi- 
tive  as  he  was  j  becaufe  they  knew  by  experience,  that 
Cuiana  was  rich  in  goU,  and  that,  if  it  was  once  thorough- 
ly fettled  by  the  EngUfl)^  there  would  be  an  end  of  their 
empire  in  the  ff\fl- Indies  ^.    But  to  return  lo  fir  IFalter. 
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<  Sec  fir  Walter  Ralfgh's  dying-fpeech.  •*  For  this  the  reader 
xnay  find  numerous  authorities  in  Oldys's  life  of  fir  Walter 
Fealcgb,    p.  1|0.  *  This  1  have  great  reafon  to  fay, 

having  confuUed  many  of  the  Spanifli  writers  while  I  was  con*- 
Bofing;  \\i%  ftort  hiftory  of  Spanish  America.     ^•Vapci*  C9- 
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It  was  not  eafy,  though  his  death  was  already  decreed, 
to  lake  his  hfe.  His  condudi  in  his  late  expedition, 
how  criminal  foever  in  the  eyes  of  the  court,  was  far  from 
being  fo  in  the  fight  of  the  nation  j  and,  though  judges 
could  have  been  found  who  might  pronounce  it  felony  or 
trealon,  yet  at  that  time  of  day,  it  was  not  eafy  to  meet  with 
a  jury,  who,  t  king  this  upon  truft,  would  find  him 
guilty.  The  commiffioncrs,  therefore,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  matter,  and  who  had  over  and 
over  examined  him,  finally  reported,  that  no  ground  of 
legal  judgment  could  be  drawn  from  what  had  pafled  in 
this  late  expedition  ^  Upon  this,  it  was  refolved  to  call 
him  down  to  judgment  upon  his  former  fentence,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  with  all  the  circiimftances  of  iniqui- 
ty and  bruialiiy  that  can  well  be  conceived.  He  was 
taken  out  of  his  bed  in  the  hot  fit  of  an  ague,  and  fo 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  court  of  King's-Bench,  where 
IJr  Hfnry  Montague^  the  chief  juflice,  ordered  the  record 
pf  his  conviction  to  be  read,  and  then  demanded,  what  he 
had  to  offer  why  execution  (hould  not  be  awarded?  To 
this  fir  IVolter  pleaded  his  pommiffion,  which  was  imme- 
(dijitelv  ovcruled  :  next  he  woujd  have  juftified  his  conduft 
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real,  one  of  the  bert  and  latcO  Spaniih  tnv^liers  acknowleHges 
this  country  to  be  very  rich  ;  and  in  tne  map  printed  with  hi| 
travels,  t lie  place  is  marked  where  the  like  of  P.irima,  and  the 
oty  of  Manoa  are  fuppofed  to  be;  and  in  the  Frerch  tranflatioa 
printed  at  Amllerdam  in  1722.  Sir  Walter  Rahgh's  voyage  to 
Guiana  is  added  as  a  neccffary  fapplcment.  ^Ifo  in  Sanfon's  xjiap, 
the  lake  of  Parima  and  the  city  of  Manoa  are  both  vifible  ;  fo 
that  if  ^hat  is  reported  of  them  be  fabulous,  yet  the  opinion  it 
is  not  hitherto  exploded  In  feme  De  Lille's  Maps  thf  y  are  men- 
tioned, for  I  have  confultfd  feveral,  and  what  is  n»ore.  there 
^}Q  feveral  mines  marked  in  this  country,  of  which  the  Spaniard* 
are  iliil  fufpicioufly  careful. 
J  Howel's  l^M<^rs,  vol.  ii.  p.  37a. 
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in  Guiana f  but  that  the  court  would  not  hear ;  and  fa 
execution  was  awardec,  and  the  king's  warrant  for  it  pro- 
duced, which  had  been  figned  and  feaied  before- hand  ^. 
T  hat  this  judgment  was  illegal,  and  that  fir  Walter  was 
really  murdered,  has  been  often  faid,  and  I  believe  feldom 
doubted  ;  but  I  think  it  has  not  been  made  fo  plun  a  sit 
might  be,  and  therefore,  in  gratitude  to  his  memory  I 
Will  attempt  it,  by  (hewing,  that  the  judgment  was  abfo- 
lutely  illegal,  as  well  as  it  was  manifeftly  iniquitous. 

It  is  a  maxim  in  our  law,  that  Tht  king  can  do  no 
wrong  i  and  moft  certain  it  is,  that  no  king  can  do  legal 
wrongs  that  is  to  fay,  can  employ  the  law  to  unjull  pur- 
pofts.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  after  his  convidion  was  dead  in 
law,  and  therefore,  if  king  James*s  commiflion  to  hirt 
had  not  the  virtue  of  a  pardon,  what  M'as  it  ?  Did  it  em- 
power a  dead  man  to  a^,  and  not  only  to  aff,  but  to 
have  a  power  over  the  lives  and  eftates  of  the  living  P  It 
either  conveyed  authority,  or  it  did  not.  If  it  did  convey 
authority,  then  fir  Walter  was  capable  oi receiving  it;  that 
is,  he  was  no  longer  dead  in  law,  or,  in  other  words,  he 
was  pardoned.  If  it  conveyed  no  authority,  then  this  was 
an  a<fl  of  legal  wrong.  I  cannot  help  the  blunder ;  the  ab' 
furdhy  is  in  the  thing,  and  not  in  my  expreflion.  A 
commiflion  under  the  privy,  if  not  under  the  great 
fial,  granted  by  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  his 
eouncH,  to  a  dead  man  j  or,  to  put  it  otherwife,  a  lawful 
mnmijfion  given  to  a  man  dead  in  law,  is  nonjence  not  to 
be  endured;  and  therefore  to  avoid  this,  we  muft  conceive 
as  fir  Francis  Bacon,  and  every  other  lawyer  did,  that  the 
commiOion  included  a  pardon.  Indeed  the  fame  thing  may 
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be  made  out  in  much  fewer  words.  Gmce  is  not  (0  ftrong  a 
mark  of  royal  favour  zstruj{\  and  therefore,  where  the 
Utter  appears,  the  law  ought,  and  indeed  does,  prefumt 
the  former.  This  judgment,  therefore,  did  not  only  mur- 
der fir  ff  alter  Ralegh,  but  in  this  inftance  fuhvertei  the 
conjlitvtioriy  and  ought  to  be  looked  upon,  not  only  as  an 
aft  01  the  bafeft  proftitution,  but  as  the  mod  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  juftice  that  ever  was  committed. 

As  the  method  of  bringing  him  to  his  death,  was  vio- 
lent and  unjuft,  fo  the  manner  was  hafty  and  inhuman. 
The  very  next  day,  being  thurfday  the  29th  of  OSiober^ 
and  the  lord-mayor*s  day,  fir  IVaiter  was  carried  by  the 
flierifFs  of  Middle/ex,  to  fuffer  in  the  Old-Palace-Tar d.    We 
have  many  accounts  of  hi*^  dtuth,  and  particularly  one 
written  by  doftor  Robert  Tounfon,  then  dean  of  Wejlmin- 
Jier,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Salijbury,  who  aflifted  him  in  his 
laft  moments  ^     He  tells  us,  that  he  had  fuch  a  contempt 
of  death,  as  furprized  this  divine,  who  expoftulated  with 
him  thereupon.  Sir  IValter  told  him  plainly,  that  he  never 
feared  death,  and  much  lefs  then,  for  which  he  blefled 
god ;  that  as  to  the  manner  of  it,  though  to  others  it  might 
fecm  grievous,  yet  for  himfelf,  he  had  rather  die  fo,  thati 
in  a  burning  fever.    That  this  was  the  effedl  of  chriftian 
courage:  he  convinced  the  dodor  himfelf,  and  I  think,  fays 
he,  all  the  fpeilators  at  his  death.     He  faid  nothing  as  to 
the  old  plot,  but  juftiiicd  himfelf  fully  as  to  what  had  been 

9  lately 


h  This  nccount  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  dean  Tounfon,  to 
fir  Jbhn  Hham  of  Lamport  in  Northamptonfliire,  dat:(J  VV»  ftmin- 
fter  college,  Nov.  9,  16 18,  vvhicb  is  ftill  preferved  in  lie  family. 
The  dean  fays,  a  very  particular  account  of  all  that  palled  at  fir 
Walter's  death,  was  writtea  by  one  Mr.  Craford,  and  defignei 
for  the  prefsj  himfelf,  having  read  and  approved  it;  but  whctl^er 
(bis  ever  was  publilhcd,  I  cannot  fay. 
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lately  objcfled  againft  him.  The  dodtor  having  put  him 
in  mind  of  the  earl  of  E^ex,  he  faid,  that  lord  was  taken 
off  by  a  trick ;  which  he  told  the  dodor  privately,  but  is 
not  fet  down  by  him.  Sir  JValter  eat  his  breakfaft  heartily 
that  morning,  fmoaked  his  pipe,  and  made  no  more  of 
death,  fays  my  author,  than  if  he  had  been  to  take  a  jour- 
ney ^  Oil  the  Icaffold  he  converfed  freely  with  fome  of 
the  nobility,  who  were  there  to  fee  him  die;  juftified  him- 
felf  clearly  from  all  imputations,  and  like  a  man  of  true 
lionour,  vindicated  his  loyalty,  even  to  that  pufillanimous 
prince,  who  thus  facrificed  him  to  the  Spaniards  K  Dean 
7aunfon  obferves,  that  every  body  gave  credit  to  what  fir 
IP^alter  faid  at  his  death,  which  rendered  fir  Lewh  Stucleyy 
and  the  Frenchman  who  betrayed  him,  pxtremcly  odious. 
As  to  the  latter,  I  know  not  what  became  of  him ;  but  as 
to  the  former,  he  was  catched  in  JVhitehally  clipping  the 
gold  bellowed  upon  him  for  this  infamous  adt,  tried  and 
condemned  for  it,  and  having  llripped  himfclf  to  his  fliirt, 
to  raife  wherewith  to  purchafe  a  pardon,  he  went  to  hide 
himfelf  in  the  illand  of  Lundy,  where  he  died,  both  mad 
and  a  beggar,  in  lefs  than  two  years  after  fir  IValter  Ra- 
Ugh  \ 

This  end  had  our  ijluftrious  hero,  when  he  had  lived 
fixty-fix  years  "V    We  have  infilled  too  long  upon  his  life, 
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'  See  an  account  of  his  death  at  the  end  of  fir  Thomas  Over- 
bury's  .jrraigiiment  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  as  alfo  joined  to  his  re- 
mains ;  but  tlte  particulars  above-mentioned,  are  in  dean  Toun- 
fon's  account.  ^  The  molv  accurate  copy  of  this  fpeech,  is  in 

Mr,  Oldys's  life  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  228.  '  Aulicus  Co- 

quinarix,  p.  94.  Frankland*s  annals  of  king  James  and  king 
Charles  1.  p.  52.  Howel's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  372.  Camden's 
annals  of  king  James,  A.  D.  1620  ">  Prince's  worthies  of  De- 
von, p,  539,  &C.  Camden's  annals,  A,  D.  161 8. 


Sir  WALTER   RALEGH      9^ 

to  be  under  any  neceflity  of  dwelling  upon  his  charafler, 
of  which  he  who  would  frame  a  right  opinion,  muft  con- 
iidei  attentively  his  anions  and  his  writings.  He  raifed 
himfelf  to  honour  while  living,  and  has  fecured  an  endleis 
reputation  after  death,  by  a  feries  of  noble  and  generous 
atchievments,  he  adted  in  very  different  capacities,  and  ex- 
celled in  all.  He  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  foldier  by  his 
courage,  by  his  conduct  as  a  commander ;  a  bold  failor,  a 
hearty  friend  to  feamen,  and  yet  iio  admiral  maintained 
better  difcipline ;  a  wife  ftatefman,  a  profound  fcholar,  a 
learned  and  withal  a  practical  philofopher.  In  regard  to 
his  private  life,  a  beneficent  mailer,  a  kind  hufband,  an  af- 
fedlionate  father,  and  in  refpe(fl  to  the  world,  a  warm 
friend,  a  pleafant  companion,  and  a  fine  gentleman.  In  a 
word,  he  may  be  truly  ftiled  the  Englijh  Xenophon ;  for  no 
man  of  his  age,  did  things  more  worthy  of  being  recorded, 
and  no  man  was  more  able  to  record  them  than  himfelf; 
infomuch,  that  we  may  fay  of  him,  as  Scaliger  did  of  Ca^ 
far^  that  he  fought^  and  wrote ^  with  the  fame  inimitabk 
fpirit.  And  thus  I  take  my  leave  of  one,  whom  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  praife  enough. 

As  to  the  other  feamen  of  note  in  this  reign,  they  are 
cither  fuch  as  have  been  already  fpoken  of,  or,  living  alfo 
in  the  next,  may  more  regularly  be  mentioned  there.  I 
(hall,  therefore,  conclude  this  chapter  with  obferving,  that 
the  death  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh  was  fo  diftafteful  an  a<ft  to 
the  whole  nation,  that  the  court,  to  wipe  off  the  odium, 
thought  proper  to  publilh  a  declaration  ",  wherein,  as  it 
pretended,  the  true  motives  and  real  caufes  of  his  death 
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were  contained.  But  this  piece  was  fo  far  from  anfwering 
the  end  for  which  it  was  fent  abroad,  that  it  really  ferved 
to  juftify  fir  JValter^  evei.  beyond  his  own  apology  **.  Af- 
ter this,  king  James  granted  a  new  commiffion  for  fettling 
Guiana^  which  (hews  his  abfolute  fenfe  of  our  having  a 
right  to  it  P,  and  demonftrates  alfo  the  falQiood  of  that  re-* 
port,  that  fir  IVaher  devifed  his  fettlement  of  Guiana  only 
to  repair  his  lofles  through  his  iraprifonment.  In  other  ca- 
fes, the  king  was  kind  enough  to  fuch  as  projedled  difcove* 
ries  and  fettlements  -,  but  taking  all  things  in  the  lights  his 
feveral  favourites  fet  them,  he  was  fometimes  dilatory,  and 
always  unfteady.  As  to  Buckingham^  management,  with- 
in whofe  province,  as  lord  high-admiral,  thefe  things  prin- 
cipally lay,  we  fhall  be  obliged  to  treat  of  it  in  the  next 
chapter^  to  which  it  is  time  we  fhould  proceed. 
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«  Francis  Ofborne's  traditional  memoirs  of  king  James.  p  A- 
bout  a  year  after  fir  Walter's  death,  king  James  granted  a  com- 
miffion to  captain  Roger  North,  to  fettle  a  colony  in  Giiianil,  Mr. 
01dys*s  life  of  £r  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  223. 
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The  naval  hipry  0/ GREAT-BRITAIN,  un- 
der the  reign  of  Charles  I.  comprehcfidtjig  an 
account  of  our  naval  expeditions  againft  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  our  differences  with 
the  Dutch  about  the  right  ofjijling^  and  our 
dominion  over  the  British  fea  j  the  progrefs  , 
of  trade  and  navigation,  fettling  colonies^ 
and  other  maritime  tranjadlions  within  that 
compafs  of  time-,  together  with  an  account 
of  the  eminent  feamen  who  flour  ijhed  therein. 

iPON  the  demife  of  king  Jarmi,  his  only  fon  . 
Charles  prince  of  Waks  fucceeded  him,  not 
only  quietly,  but  with  the  genera!  approbation. 
of  his  fubjeds  *.     He  was  in  the  flower  of  his  ' 
age,  had  (hewn  himfelf  a  perfon  of  great  abilities,  and  af- 
ter the  breaking  of  the  Spanijh  match,  had  rendered  him- 
felf for  a  time  very  popular  by  his  condudl  ^.    His  father 
left  him  much  incumbered  at  the  time  of  his  dcceafe  j  for 
the  government  was  deeply  in  debt,  a  war  with  Spain  wat 
juft  begun,  and  his  prime  mlnifrer,  I  mean  the  duke  of. 
Buckingham^  who  had  beenJikewife  his  father's,  was  gene- 
rally 
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*  Frankland's  annals,   p.   107.     Ciareadon,  WlntlocU,  War- 
Wicii,  VVdwood.         ^  Frankland's  aaiials,  p.  93. 
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rally  hated  ".  In  this  fituation,  eveiy  thing  was  fubjcfl  to 
wrong  conftrad\ions.  Eight  thoufand  men,  raifed  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Palatinate^  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at 
Plymouth,  and  in  t'leir  paflage  thither,  coat  and  condud- 
money,  were  demanded  of  the  country,  to  be  repaid  out 
of  the  Exchequer.  The  behaviour  of  ihefe  troops  was  ve* 
ty  licentious,  and  the  long  continuance  of  peace,  made  it 
appear  ftill  a  greater  grievance.  The  clamour  thereupon 
grew  high,  and  the  king,  to  remedy  this  evil,  granted  a 
commiflion  for  executing  martial  law,  which,  inftead  of 
being  confidered  as  a  remedy,  was  taken  for  a  new  grie- 
varice,  more  heavy  than  any  of  the  reft  "*.  The  truth 
was,  that  while  Buckifigha;n  remained  in  the  king's  coun- 
cil, all  things  were  attributed  to  him,  and  the  nation  {o 
prejudiced  againft  him,  that  whatever  was  reputed  to  be 
done  by  him,  was  held  a  grievance ;  and  though  no  man 
faw  this  more  clearly  than  the  king,  yet  by  x  fatuation, 
not  eafiiy  to  be  accounted  for,  he  trufted  him  i'  :\  vch,  and 
loved  him  much  more  than  his  father  had  ever  done. 

The  king's  marriage  with  the  princefs  Henrietta- 
Maria,  daughter  to  Henry  IV.  of  France,  had  been  con- 
cluded in  the  life- time  of  king  James,  and  after  his  de- 
ceafe,  the  king  was  married  to  her  by  proxy.  In  the 
month  of  June,  1625,  Bwkingham  went  to  attend  her 
with  the  royal  navy,  and  brought  her  to  Dover -^  from 
thence  (he  went  to  Canterbury,  where  the  marriage  was 
confummated;  and  on  the  i6th  of  the  fame  month, 
their  majefties  entered  London  privately,  the  plague  daily 
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f  ncrcafing  in  the  fuburbs  ^  It  was  not  long  before  an 
unfortunate  tranfadlion  rendered  this  marriage  difagrceable 
to  the  nation,  and  as  this  related  to  the  navy,  it  falls  par- 
ticularly under  our  cognizance  j  which  we  (hall  handle  the 
more  at  large,  becaufc  in  moll  of  our  general  hiftories,  it 
is  treated  very  confufedly. 

The  marquifs  d'Effiat^  ambalTador  from  France^  to 
king  James^  had  reprefented  to  his  majefty,  that  the 
power  of  the  catholic  king  in  Italy  was  dangerous  to  all 
Europe;  that  his  mafter  was  equally  inclined  with  his  Bri' 
tannic  majefty,  to  pull  it  down  -,  but  wanting  a  fufficient 
maritime  force,  was  defirous  of  borrowing  from  his  ma- 
jefty a  few  (hips,  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  defign  he 
had  formed  againft  Genoa.  To  this  the  king  condefcend- 
ed,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  great  Neptune,  a  man  of 
war,  commanded  by  fir  Fe'rdinando  Gorges,  and  fix  mer- 
chant-fhips,  each  of  between  3  and  400  tons  burden, 
ihould  be  lent  to  the  French  j  but  foon  after  this  agree- 
ment, the  Rachellers  made  an  application  here,  fignifying, 
that  they  had  juft  grounds  to  apprehend,  that  this  Englijh 
fquadron  would  be  employed  for  deftroying  the  proteftant 
intereft  in  France,  inftead  of  pulling  down  the  king  of 
Spain's  power  in  Italy.  The  dukd  of  Buckingham  know- 
ing that  this  would  be  little  reliftied  by  captain  Pennington, 
who  was  to  go  admiral  of  the  fleet,  and  the  owners  of  the 
fliips,  he  gave  them  private  inftrudions,  contrary  to  the 
public  contradl  with  France,  whereby  they  were  diieded 
not  to  fcrve  againft  Rochelle  ;  but  upon  their  coming  into 
a  French  port,  in  the  month  of  May,  they  were  told  by 
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Frankland's  Annals,  p  108.  Kennet's  complcat  hiftory  of  Eng- 
land, vol.  iii.  p.  4. 
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the  duke  of  Montmorency^  that   they   were  Intended  to 
ferve,  and  fhould  ferve  againlV  Rochelle  ;  upon  which,  the 
failors  on  board  the  fleet,  figned,  what  is  called  by  them, 
a  round  Robin,  that  is,  a  paper  containing  their  refolution 
not  to  engage  in  that  fervice,  with  their  names  fubfcribed 
in  a  circle,  that  it  might  not  be  difcerned   who  figned  firft. 
Pennington  upon  this,  fairly  failed  away  with  the  whole 
fquadrcn,  and  returned  into  the  Downs  in  the  beginning 
of  Jufyy  from  whence  he  lent  a  letter  to  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  defiling   to  be  excufed   from   that   fervice. 
The  duke,  without  acquainting  the  king,  or  confulting 
the  council,  directed  lord  Conway,  then  fecretary  of  ftate, 
to  write  a  letter  to  captain  Pennington,  commanding  him 
to  put  all  the  fliips  into  the  hands  of  the  French,     This, 
however,   not  taking  efFc6t,  the  duke  furreptitioufly,  and 
without  the  king's  knowing  any  thing  of  the  defign  upon 
Rochelle,  procured  his  letter  to  captain  Pennington,  to  the 
fame  efFedt.    Upon  this,  in  the  month  of  Auguji,  he  fail- 
ed a  fecond  tfme  to  Diep,  where  according  to  his  inftru- 
dlions,  the  merchants  (hips  were  delivered  to  the  French  ; 
but  fir  Ferdinando   Gorges,  who  commanded   the  king's 
fh'ip,  weighed  anchor,  and  put  to  fea:   and  fo  honeft 
were  all  the  feamen  on   board  thefe  fhips,   that,  except 
one  gunner,  they  all  quitted  them,  and  returned  to  Eng- 
land;  but  as  for  the  fliips,  they  remained  with  the  French, 
and  were  adually  made  ufe  of  againft  Rochelle,  contrary 
to  the  king's  intention,  and  to  the  very  high  diftionour 
of  the  nation.     This  affair  made  a  great  noife,  and  came 
at  lafl  to  form  an  article  in  an  impeachment  againil  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  '. 

In 

^  Frankland's  Annals,   p.   156.     Kennet's  compleat  Hiftory  of 
England,  vol.  iii.  p.  6.  See  alfo  capt  John  Pennington's  letter  to 
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In  ihe    mean  time   the  defigri   went  on  of  invading 
Spain,   and  a  (lout  fleet  was  provided  for  that  purpofc ; 
but  as  Buckingham,  in  quality  of  lord  liigh-admiral,  had  the 
.fuprcme  direction  of  that  affair,  the  nation  looked  upon  it 
with  an  evil  eye,  and  were  not  fo  much  difpleal'ed  at  its 
mifcarriage,   as  glad   of  an  opportunity  of  railing  at   the 
duke,  and  thofe,  who  by  his  procurement,  were  intruded 
with  the  command  of  the  fleet,  and  the  forces  on  board 
it  s.     The  whole  of  this  tranfadlion  has  been  very  diffe- 
rently related,   according  to  the  humours  of  thofe  who 
penned  the  accounts ;  however,  there  are  very  authentic 
memoirs  remaining,  and  from  thcfe  I  (hall  give  as  concifc 
and  impartial  a  detail  of  the  whole  affair  as  I  can,  which 
will  fhew  how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is,  for  princes  to  em- 
ploy perfons  generally  difagreeable  to  their  fubjedts,  an  er- 
ror by  which  they  transfer  the  refentment  attending  their 
mifcarriages  upon  themfelves. 

The  war  with  Spain  was  chiefly  of  the  duke  of  Buck' 
ingham*s  procuring,  and  feems  to  have  proceeded  more 
from  his  perfonal  diftafte  to  count  Olivarez,  than  any  fo- 
lid  or  honourable  motive  ;  however,  after  the  war  waa 
begun,  it  ought  certainly  to  have  been  profecuted,  be 
caufe,  though  he  a<fted  from  private  pique,  and  at  a  time 
when  it  vifibly  ferved  his  own  particular  purpofes,  yet 
without  queftion,  the  nation  had  been  grievoufly  injured 

H  2  by 


the  duke  of  •Bi'cklugham,  from  on  board  the  VantguarJ  in  the 
Downs,  July  27,  1615,  in  the  Cabala,  p.  356.  But  the  inoft  c!i- 
Hindi  account  is  to  be  gathered  out  of  the  fevcDth  and  eij»lith  arri- 
cles  of  the  impeachment  exhibited  againft  the  duk-  of  Bjcking- 
ham  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  1626,  and  tre  fpecch  of  Mr. 
Glanv.ll,  on  tne  faid  articles,  £  Frankla  id's  Ann  is,   p.  1  i^, 
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by  the  Spaniards^  and  there  were  therefore  fufficicnt 
grounds  for  taking  all  the  advantages  our  naval  power, 
and  our  alliance  wilh  the  Dutch^  gave  us,  as  well  as  the 
vveaknefs  of  the  enemy,  and  their  firm  petfuafion,  that 
whatever  we  might  pretend,  we  fliould  not  actually  com- 
mit hollilities.  But,  though  it  was  his  own  war,  though 
he  had  engaged  the  king  to  profecute  it  with  much  heat, 
to  draw  together  a  great  fleet,  and  a  coniiderable  body  of 
forces,  which  were  to  embark  on  board  it  j  yet  when  all 
things  were  ready,  and  the  fleet  on  the  point  of  going  to 
fea,  the  duke  declined  the  command,  and  refolved  to  fend 
another  perfon  in  his  Head,  which  was  of  very  ill  confe- 
quence  to  the  whole  defign  \ 

Sir  Edward  Cecily  grandfon  to  the  great  lord  Burleigh, 
was  the  pcfon  made  choice  of  for  this  command  j  an 
old  foidier,  it  is  true,  but  no  feaman,  and  therefore  not 
at  all  qualified  for  the  fupreme  direction  of  fuch  an  under- 
taking '.  The  earls  of  Effex  and  Denbigh  were  appoint- 
ed his  vice  and  rcar-adm.irals  j  and  that  he  might  be  the 
filter  to  command  men  of  fuch  quality,  he  was  created 
baron  of  Putney^  and  vifcount  lyimbletony  and  had  like- 
wife  the  rank  given  him  of  lord  marfhal  ^.  It  was  thought 
ftrange,  that  though  there  wanted  not  many  able  feamen, 
fuch  as  fir  Robert  Manfel^  fir  IVilliam  Monforiy  and  others, 
yet  none  of  them  were  intruded,  but  merely  fuch  as  were 
in  the  duke*s  favour,  which  was  both  an  unreafunable  and 
an  impolitic  thing.     The  force  employed  was  very  confi- 

derable 
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*•  Frank  land's  Annals,  p.  1 14.  Rufliworth's  Colle6lions,  vol.  i 
p  K56.  Kenret's  compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  12,  15, 
Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  15.  Baker,  Weiwood,  Rapin.  »  Col- 

linses Peerage,  vol.  ii.  p.  140.  ^  Kennet's  compleat  hiftory  of 

England,  vol.  iii.  p.  12. 
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derable,  viz.  eighty  fhips,  Englijh  and  Dutch^  and  ten 
good  regiments ;  neither  was  It  improbable,  th;U  if  mat- 
ters had  been  well  concerted,  and  properly  executed,  this 
cxpe<1ilion  might  have  turned  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation, 
and  the  honour  of  the  king  and  his  miniftry.  The  Spa- 
nijh  plate-fleet  was  then  returning  home  with  above  a  mil- 
lion on  board  j  and  if  they  had  gone  to  Terceray  they 
muft  infallibly  have  been  mafters  of  them,  and  by  iho  de- 
ftrudion  of  fifty  or  fixty  galleons,  had  difabled  the  mari- 
time power  of  opain,  for  at  lead  a  century.  But  the 
fleet  did  not  fail  till  O^ober^  and  then  they  went  upon  no 
fettled  fcheme,  but  all  was  left  to  the  difcretion  of  men, 
who  in  reality  were  no  fit  judges  of  fuch  matters,  and  be- 
fides,  were  in  point  of  opinion  divided  among  them- 
felves '. 

The  general  failed  from  Plymouth  the  fevenih  of  0<f7tf- 
ber^  1625  ;  but  when  the  fleet  was  got  fome  leagues  to 
fea,  their  (hips  were  feparated  by  a  ftorm,  fo  that  they 
were  many  days  before  they  got  together  at  their  appoint- 
ed rendezvous  ofF  cape  P'incent.  On  the  19th  of  Oiiohet\ 
a  council  was  held,  wherein  it  was  refolved  to  attack  Ca- 
diz,  which  accordingly  they  did  on  the  22d  of  October. 
My  lord  EJex  ftocd  into  the  bay,  where  he  found  kven- 
teen  good  (hips  riding  under  the  town,  and  eight  or  ten 
gallies  J  thefe  he  bravely  attacked,  but  for  want  of  proper 
orders,  and  due  aflilhncc,  the  SpauiJI)  (hips  were  fufFered 
to  retire  to  Port- Real,  whither  the  lord  marfhal  did  not 
think  fit  to  follow  them.  Then  fome  thoufands  of  fol- 
diers  were  landed,  and  the   fort   of  Puntall  was   taken  ; 

H  3  after 
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this  voyage,  by  fir  William  Moiifon  in  liis  Naval  Tiacis. 


:^i 


■•! 


^h 


Mi      ^    ' 


hm 


J02        NAVAL    BISTORT 

aficr  which,  they  proceeded  to  make  fome  attempts  upon 
the  town.  The  foldiers  unfortunately  becoming  maflers 
of  too  much  wine,  got  exceffively  drunk,  and  became  fo 
carelefs,  that  if  the  enemy  had  known,  or  been  vigilant 
enough  to  have  taken  this  advantage,  (e^  of  them  had 
leturned  home.  The  fright  into  which  this  put  their 
officsrc,  engaged  them  to  re-imbark  their  forces,  and  then 
it  was  concluded  to  cruize  off  cape  St.  Vincent,  for  the 
Flsta.  There  the  men  grew  fickly,  and  by  the  ftrangcft 
inansigement  that  ever  was  heard  of,  that  is,  diftributing 
the  Tick,  under  pretence  of  taking  better  care  of  them, 
two  in  each  fhip,  the  whole  fleet  was  infedcd,  and  that 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  fcarce  left  them  hands  enough  to 
bring  it  home.  This,  howevfT,  they  performed  in  the 
month  of  December y  having  done  little  hurt  to  the  enemy, 
and  acquired  lefs  honour  themfelves  "  j  all  which  was  fore- 
seen, nay,  and  foretold  too,  before  the  fleet  left  England, 
On  their  return,  a  charge  was  exhibited  againft  the  gene- 
ral, by  the  earl  of  EjfeXi  and  nine  other  ofiicers  of  diftin- 
j^tion  ;  lord  IVimhJeton  juftified  himfelf  in  a  long  anfwef 
to  their  charge.  Both  pieces  are  yet  remaining,  and  fervc 
only  to  demonflrate  that  want  of  experience  and  unani- 
niity,  proved  the  ruin  of  this  expedition  ".  T  hefe  pro- 
ceedings increafed  the  people's  difcontents,  expofed  the 
duke  if  pofTible  to  ftill  greater  odium,  and  leflened  the  re- 
putation 


•#v4 


,»?i 


f#M 


'»  See  the  fever^I  accounts  of  tills  voyage  iti  the  authors  before 
cited.  '"•  Both  the  ofiicers  charge,  and  lord  Wimbleton's  anfwer 
are  printed  in  Lediard'.s  Naval  Hiftory.  The  reader  who  (hall 
corop=ire  thefc  wth  fir  William  filonfon'j  reflexions  on  thib  lord's 
conriud,  will  difcern,  that  he  is  hardly  and  unjuftly  treated.  Sir 
Williani  arraigns  him  tor  calling  councili.  when  he  fhould  have 
been  ifti' g  ;  the  officers  accufe  h'ni  for  not  calling  councils,  but 
ading  of  hi=;  own  head.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  he  had  no  notion 
pf  a  fed  command,  and  his  ofikcrs  no  inclination  to  obey  him. 
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putation  of  our  naval  force,  which  quickly  produced  nu- 
merous inconveniences. 

While  ihe  clamour  ftill  fubfifted  on  the  want  of  fuc- 
cefs  attending  this  fleet  abroad,  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
fell  into  another  error,  in  the  execution  of  his  office  as 
lord  high-admiral.  He  was  vexed  at  ihe  noife  that  had  been 
made  about  the  merchant-(bips  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
French^  and  employed  againft  Rochelle  %  and  therefore 
took  occafion  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  1626,  to  caufe 
a  French  (hip,  called  the  St.  Peter  of  Havre  de  Grace,  to 
be  arrefted.  The  pretence  was,  that  it  was  laden  with 
Spanijh  efFedls ;  which,  however,  the  French  denied,  ard 
afler-ed,  that  all  the  goods  in  the  Ihip  belonged  to  French 
merchants,  or  to  Englijh  and  Dutch  p.  Upon  this  a  com- 
miflion  was  granted  to  hear  evidence  as  to  that  point,  and 
it  appearing  plainly,  there  was  no  juft  ground  of  feizure, 
the  ihip  was  ordered  to  be  j  and  at  laft  was  releafed, 
but  not  before  the  French  king  made  fome  reprifals, 
which  fo  irrii;?itec  the  nation,  that  this  alfo  was  made  an 
article  in  the  duke*s  impeachment*.  The  matter,  how- 
ever, was  comprized  between  the  two  kings,  and  the  good 
correfpondence  between  t  leir  fubjefts  for  a  time  rellored  ; 
but  at  the  bottom,  there  was  no  cordial  reconciliation: 
and  fo  this  quarrel,  like  a  wound  ill  cured,  broke  quickly 
out  again  with  worfe  fymptoms  than  before  ^. 

H  4  The 

°  Sir  Piiilip  Warwick  accounts  for  this  dilURe  of  the  duke  to- 
wards the  French.  He  fays,  that  cardinal  Richiieu  dup'.vi  the 
Dutch  and  Englifh,  both,  by  pretending  to  execute  a  very  leafibte 
fchem'i,  for  preventing  the  Spaniards  fending  any  fupplics  inti.  Ger- 
many, and  under  that  pretence,  procuring  their  fliips,  and  rlien 
ufing  them  againft  the  Rochellers.  p  Rennet's  compleat  Hilrory 
of  England,  vol.  iii  p.  28.  *  It  is  the  fifth  article  of  the  im- 
peachment ;  and  the  duke,  in  his  anfwcr  drawn  by  fir  Nicholas 
Hide,  juftifies  himfelf  very  phufibly.  J  Uufliworth,  IVauk 

landj  ijaker,  Echard,  Rnpin. 
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The  war  in  which  the  king  was  engaged,  in  order  to 
have  procured  the  reftituiion  of  the  Palatinate  to  his  bro- 
ther in  law,  had  drawn  him  inro  a  league  with  Denmark^ 
which  obliged  him  to  fend  a  fquadron  of  (hips  to  that 
king's  afliftancej  and  this  being  attended  with  little  fuc- 
cefs,  he  was  called  upon  for  furtht  r  fuppli^s.  His  parlia- 
men  s  all  this  time  were  little  inOined  to  affilV  him,  be- 
cau'e  he  would  not  part  with  Buckingham ;  and  this  ob- 
liged him  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  methods  for  fupply, 
as  his  lawyers  told  him  were  juftifiable.  Amongft  the 
reft,  he  obliged  the  fea-ports  to  furnifli  him  with  (hips:  of 
the  city  of  Londm  he  demanded  twenty,  and  of  other 
places  in  proportion.  The  inhabitants  thought  this  fo 
hard,  that  many  who  had  no  immediate  dependance  on 
trade,  were  for  quitting  their  refidence  in  maritime  places, 
and  retiring  up  into  the  country.  This  condudl  of  theirs 
made  the  burden  ftill  more  intollerable  upon  thofe  who 
Haid  behind,  and  the  confequence  of  their  remonftrances 
was  a  proclamation,  requiring  fuch  as  had  quitted  the  fea- 
coaft,  to  return  immediately  to  dieir  former  dwellings: 
and  this  it  was  gave  rife  to  the  firft  difturbances  in  this 
unfortunate  reign  \  They  were  quickly  increafed  by  the 
rafli  mraiagement  of  Buckingham,  who,  though  he  faw 
his  mailer  fo  deeply  embarrafled  with  the  wars  in  which 
he  was  already  engaged,  yet  plunged  him  into  another 
with  Frame^  very  precipitately,  and  againft  all  the  rules 
of  true  policy. 

Thf  queen's  French  fcrvants,  who  were  all  bigottcd 
papif>s,  had  not  only  aded  indifcreetly  in  matters  relating 
to  their  religion ;  but  had  likewife  drawn  the  queen  to 

take 
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take  fome  very  wrong,  indeed  fome  ridiculous  and  extra- 
vagant fteps;  upon  which  Buckingham  engaged  his  ma- 
jesty to  difmifs  her  French  fervants,  which  he  did  the  firft 
pf  July  1626,  and  then  fent  the  lord  CarUton  to  repre- 
fent  his  reafons,  for  taking  fo  quick  a  meafure  to  the 
French  king.  That  prince  refufed  him  audience,  and  to 
fljew  his  fenfe  of  the  thing,  immediately  feized  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  our  (hips  which  were  in  his  ports,  and 
undertook  the  liege  of  Rocbelle ;  though  our  king  had  adl- 
ed  but  a  little  before,  as  a  mediator  between  him  and  his 
proteftant  fubje6ts.  Upon  thi?,  the  latter  applied  them- 
felves  to  king  Charles^  who  ordered  a  fleet  of  thirty  fail 
to  be  equipped  for  their  relief,  and  fent  it  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  earl  of  Denbigh :  but  this  being  fo  late  in 
the  year  as  the  month  of  OSiober^  his  lordfliip  found  it  im- 
practicable to  execute  his  commiflion,  and  fo  after  conti- 
nuing fome  time  at  fea  in  hard  weather,  returned  into 
port,  which  not  only  difappointed  the  king's  intention, 
but  alfo  blemiflied  his  reputation  ;  for  the  Roch(;IIers  hegyi 
to  fufpeft  the  fincerity  of  this  defign,  and  whether  he 
really  intended  to  affift  them  or  not '.  The  duke  of 
Buckingham,  to  put  the  thing  out  of  difpute,  caufed  a 
great  fleet  to  be  drawn  together  the  next  year,  and  an 
army  of  feven  thoufand  men  to  be  put  on  board  it,  re- 
folving  to  go  himfelf  as  admiral  and  commander  in  chief. 
He  failed  from  Port/mouth  the  twenty-feventh  of  June^ 
and  landed  on  the  ifland  of  Rhee  j  though  at  firft  he  in- 
tended to  have  made  a  defcent  on  Oleron,  and  actually 
promifed  fo  much  to  the  duke  of  Soubize,  whom  he  fent 
t9  RocljelUy  to  acquaint  the  inhabitants  of  his  coming  to 
••  their 
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their  relief.  They  received  this  meffage  coldly  j  for  the 
French  king  having  corrupted  fome  by  his  gold,  and  ter- 
rifying many  more  by  his  power,  the  Rochellers  were  now 
afraid  to  receive  the  very  fuccours  they  had  demanded  *. 

The  duke  landed  his  troops  on  the  laft  of  July^  not 
without  llrong  oppofition  from  Mr.  de  Toyras^  the  French 
governor,  whom  he  forced  to  retire,  though  with  fome  lofs. 
Upon  this  occafion  the  Englijb  fell  into  the  fame  errors  in 
conduft,  which  they  had  committed  in  the  Cadiz  expedi- 
tion. The  fort  of  la  pre,  which  covered  the  landing- 
place,  they  ncglcded,  though  the  French  themfelves  in 
their  fright  had  flighted  it,  fo  that  it  might  have  been 
taken  without  any  trouble,  and  was  a  place  of  fo  great 
confequence,  that  if  it  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  En- 
glijh  it  would  have  prevented  the  Fre^nh  from  introducing 
any  fupplies.  At  firft,  it  is  certain,  the  French  court  was 
exceedingly  alarmed,  and  it  is  faid,  the  king  fell  fick  up- 
on it ;  but  their  terrors  quickly  wore  off,  when  they 
were  informed  that  the  duke  had  no  great  capacity  as  a 
commander,  and  withal,  too  much  pride  to  take  advice. 
The  town  of  St.  Martin* %  was  quickly  taken  by  the  En- 
glijh,  and  his  grace  then  invefted  the  citadel  j  but  gave  evi- 
dent proofs  of  his  want  of  military  fkill  in  managing  the 
liege.  At  firfl",  he  quartered  his  troops  about  the  place 
without  entrenching,  which  at  bit,  however,  he  was 
forced  to  doj  then  he  entered  into  conferences  with  the 
governor,  and  refufing  to  communicate  the  fubftance  of 
them  to  his  officers,  difcouragcd  his  own  people,  and  en- 
abled the  French  to  deceive  him  by  a  fham  treaty ;  du- 
ring which  the  fort  received  a  fupply.    By  this  time  the 

Rochellen 
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Jtochellers  had  declared  for  the  Englijh^  their  confidence 
being  as  unfeafonable  for  themfelves,  as  their  fufpicions 
had  been  before  for  the  Englijh  ;  for  this  declaration  of 
theirs,  and  the  expcftation  he  had  of  fuccours  from  Eng- 
Jandj  which  were  to  be  fent  him  under  the  command  of 
the  earl  of  Holland^  engaged  Buckingham  to  remain  fo 
long  in  his  camp,  that  his  tioops  were  much  diminiflied. 
At  length,  on  the  fixth  of  November,  he  made  a  gene- 
ral aflauir,  when  it  appeared,  that  the  place  was  inacceffi- 
ble,  at  leaft  to  forces  under  fuch  circumftances  as  his  were. 
Two  days  after,  he  refolved  upon  a  retreat,  which  was 
as  ill  condudlcd  as  the  reft  of  the  expedition.  It  was  made 
in  the  fight  of  an  enemy  as  ftrong  in  foot,  and  more  nu- 
merous in  horfe  than  themfelves,  over  a  narrow  caufeway 
with  falt-pits  on  each  fide :  yet  there  was  no  precaution 
taken  by  eredling  a  fort,  or  fo  much  as  throwing  up  a 
retrenchment  to  cover  the  entra»ice  of  the  paflage  ;  where- 
by the  army  wasfo  much  expofcd,  that  abundance  of  brave 
men  were  killed,  which  the  beft  accounts  now  extant 
ftim  up  thus:  fifty  officers,  two  thoufand  common  fol- 
diers,  and  thirty-five  voluntiers  of  note.  With  equal 
fhame  and  lofs  therefore,  the  duke  concluded  this  un- 
lucky expedition,  embarking  all  his  forces  on  the  ninth  of 
the  fame  month,  and  fending  the  poor  RocheVers  a  pro- 
mife,  that  he  would  come  again  to  their  relief;  which, 
however,  he  did  not  live  to  perform.  To  compleat  his 
misfortune,  as  he  entered  Plymouth,  he  met  the  earl  of 
Holland  with  the  promifed  fuccours  failing  out,  who  now 
returned  with  him.  There  never  was  a  more  fatal  under- 
taking than  this.  It  was  highly  prejudicial  to  the  crown, 
and  entirely  ruined  the  duke.  The  merchants  were  dif- 
^ouraged  froip  carrying  on  trade  by  impreffing  their  ihipsj 
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and  the  king  was  fo  little  in  a  condition  to  pay  the  Tea- 
men, that  they  came  in  crowds,  and  clamoured  at  IVhite- 
hall\ 

To  remedy  thcfe  evils,  a  parliament  was  called  in  the 
beginning  of  1628,  wherein  there  palled  nothing  but  dif- 
putes  between  the  king  and  the  commons  j  fo  that  at  laft 
it  was  prorogued  without  granting  fupplies.  The  king, 
however,  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft,  in  preparing  a 
naval  force  to  make  good,  what  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
had  prom i fed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Rochelle.  With  this 
view  a  fleet  of  fifty  fail  was  allembled  at  Plymouth  in  the 
fpring,  and  a  large  body  of  marines  cmbarktd  ;  the  com- 
mana  of  it  was  given  to  the  earl  of  Denbigh,  who  was 
brother  in-law  to  Buckingham,  and  who  failed  from  that 
port  on  the  feventeenih  of  Jpril,  coming  to  anchi)r  in  the 
road  of  Rochelle  on  the  firft  of  May.  On  his  arrival,  he 
found  twenty  fail  of  the  French  king's  (hips  riding  before 
the  harbour,  and  being  much  fuperior  in  numoer  and 
ftrength,  he  fqnt  advice  into  the  town,  tliat  he  would 
iink  the /r^«r^  (hips  as  f  on  as  the  wind  came  vvelt,  and 
made  a  higher  flood.  About  the  eighth  of  ^l^^ji',  the  wind 
and  tide  feri'ed  accordingly,  and  the  Rochellen  expected 
and  follicited  for  that  leafon  of  deliverance.  But  the  carl, 
without  embracing  the  opportunity,  weighed  anchor,  and 
foiled  away,  fuffering  four  of  the  French  fhips  to  purfue, 
as  it  were,  the  Englijh  fleet,  which  ai  rived  at  Plymouth  on 
the  twenty-fixth  of  May.  This  fecond  inglorious  expe- 
dition was  Hill  a  greater  difcouragement  to  the  poor  Ro- 
chiller $i  and  encreafed  the  fears  and  jealoufies  of  a  popiih 

intereft. 


«  Sir  R'chard  Granville's  Journal,  Frankland's  Annals,  Rulh- 
worth's  Colk-aions,  Whitlock's  Memorials,  Warwick's  Me- 
nurials 
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intereft  at  home.     One  Le  Brun  a  Frenchman^  captain  in 
the  Englijh  fleets  gave  in  depolitions  before  the  mayor  of 
Plymouth  on  the  fixteenth  of  May^    which  argued  trea- 
chery, or  apparent  cowardice,    in    the    management    of 
this   late  expedition.     This  account  was  certified  by  the 
mayor  of  Plymouth^    and  the  burgefles   of  that  town  in 
parliament,  by  whom  it  was  communicated  to  the  coun- 
cil-table, from  whence  a  letter  was  dire(^ed  to  the  duke 
of  Buckingham  as  lord  high-admiral,  dated  the  thirtieth  of 
May  1628,  to  fignify  his  majelty's  pleafure,  that  the  earl 
of  Denbigh  (hould  return  back   to  relieve   the   town    of 
Rochelhy  with  the  fleet  under  his  charge,  and  with  other 
fliips  prepared  at  Port/mouth   and  Plymouth.      But,  not- 
withftanding  this  order  of  council,  no   fuch  return   was 
made,  nor  any  enquiry  into  the  obftruftion  of  it  '^. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  repeated  defeats,  the  cries, 
of  the  RochellerSf  and  the  clamours  of  the  people  were  fo 
loud,  that  a  third  fleet  was  prepared  for  the  relief  of  that 
city,  now  by  a  clofe  fiege,  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity. 
The  duke  of  Buckingham  chofe  to  command  in  perfon, 
and  to  that  end  came  :o  Port/mouth  \  where,  on  he  twen- 
ty-third of -r^^^a/?,  having  been  at  breakfaft  mih  Soubize^ 
and  the  general  officers,  John  Felton  (late  lieutenant  of  a 
regiment  of  foot,  under  fir  John  Ram/ay)  placed  himfelf 
in  an  entry,  through  which  the  duke  was  to  pafs,  who 
walking  with  fir  Thomas  Frier,  and  inclining  his  ear  to 
him  in  a  pofture  of  attention,  Felton  with  a  back-blow 
,  ftabbed  him  on  the  left  fide  into  the  very  heart,  leaving 
,  the  knife  in  his  body,  which  the  duke  pulled  out  with  his 

own 


;!:! 


,* 


^  Kennet's  Hillory  of  England,  p.  48.  Duke  of  Rohan's  Me- 
moirs, fir  William  Monfon's  Naval  Trads,  trankland's  Annuls. 
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own  hand,  and  then  fell  down,  faying  only,  the  villain 
hath  killed  me  !  Felton  llipt  away,  and  might  have  gone  off 
undifcovered ;  but  that  either  his  confcience,  or  infolencc 
betrayed  him.  For  while  the  general  rumour  was,  that 
the  murdt  rer  mull  be  a  Frenchman^  and  fome  began  to  fuf- 
peJl  Soubize  as  a  party  in  it ;  Felton  ftept  out  and  faid,  / 
am  the  man  who  did  the  deed:  let  no  manfuffer  that  is  tnnO' 
cent.  Upon  which  he  was  apprehended,  and  fent  prifoner 
to  London. 

This  accident  did  not  prevent  the  king's  profecuting 
his  defign,  the  very  next  day  his  majefty  made  the  earl  of 
Lindfey  admiral,  Moreton  and  Mountjoy,  vice  and  rear-ad- 
mirals ;  and,  as  an  illuflrious  foreign  writer  afllires  us,  hia 
care  and  prefence  had  fuch  an  effedl  in  preparing  for  this 
voyage,  that  more  was  difpatched  now,  in  ten  or  twelve 
days,  than  in  many  weeks  before  * ;  which  is  a  demonftra- 
tive  proof  of  two  things,  of  which  many  of  our  writers 
of  hiftory  have  affeded  to  doubt,  viz.  that  the  king  was 
hearty  in  his  defign,  and  that  the  Rochellers  were  convinc- 
ed of  it.  This  expedition,  however,  was  not  more  fortu- 
nate than  the  former.  The  fleet  failed  the  eighth  of  Sep^ 
temher  1628,  and  arriving  before  RochelUy  found  the  boom 
raifed  to  block  up  the  entrance  of  the  port,  fo  ftrong,  that 
though  many  attempts  were  made  to  break  through  it,  yet 
they  proved  vain,  fo  that  the  Rochellers  were  glad  to  accept 
of  terms  from  their  own  prince,  and  aftually  lurrendered 
the  place  on  the  eighteenth  of  O^ober^  the  EngliJ})  fleet 
looking  on,  but  not  being  able  to  help  themj  and,  to  com- 

pleat 


*  Duke  of  Rohan's  memoirs,  p.  i88'  He  was  the  chief  of  the 
Huguenots,  and  here  on  the  fpot ;  therefore  leall  likely  to  be  de- 
ceived himielf,  or  to  deceive  others 
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pleat  their  misfortunes,  the  very  night  after  the  city  was 
given  up,  the  fea  made  fuch  a  breach,  as  would  have 
opened  an  entrance  for  the  largeft  (hip  in  the  Engli/b  fleet  ^. 
With  this  expedition  ended  the  operations  of  the  war  with 
France^  though  a  peace  was  not  made  till  the  fucceeding 
year  *. 

From  this  time,  the  Fremh  began  to  affedl  a  maritime 
power,  and  to  be  extremely  uneafy  at  the  growth  of  the 
Englijh  Shipping.  This  was  the  effedl  of  cardinal  RHhlttu\ 
politics,  who  belt  underftood  the  different  interefts  of  the 
fcveral  European  powers,  and  how  tc  manage  them,  io  as 
to  make  them  furfervient  to  the  ends  of  France^  of  any  mi- 
nifter  that  nation  ever  had""  or,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the 
peace  of  Chrijlendom^  ever  will  have.  He  brought  in  the 
Swedes,  to  d«:ftroy  the  power  of  the  houfe  of  Aujlria  in 
Germany,  and  had  addrefs  enough  to  engage  us  to  aflift  in 
that  dcfign,  upon  the  plaufible  pretence  of  favouring  the 
proteftant  intereft  *.  Then  his  agents  in  Holland  drew  that 
ftate  into  a  jealoufy  of  our  dominion  over  the  narrow  feas, 
our  claim  to  the  fole  right  of  iiffaing,  or  permitting  to  fifli 
in  them,  and  expeding  the  honour  of  the  flag,  at  a  confl- 
derable  diftance  from  our  own  (hores.  After  ihefe  notions 
had  been  a  while  the  fubjeits  of  common  difcourfe  among 
the  Dutch,  the  famous  Hugo  Grotius  was  induced  to  write 
a  treatife  under  the  title  of  Mare  liberum,  wherein,  with 
great  learning  and  eloquence,  he  endeavoured  to  fhew  the 
weaknefs  of  our  title  to  dominion  over  the  feaj  which 
according  to  his  notion,    was  a  gift   fron>  god,  com- 

mon 


y  Frankland's  annals,   p.        .     Ker  net's  compleat  hiliory  of 
England,  vol.  iii.   p.   49.     Warwick's  memoirs.  *  Keunet's 

compleat  hiltory  of  England,  vol,  ui.  p.  53-         *  This  matter  is 
very  fairly  Itated  by  fir  Philip  Warwick,  in  memoirs,  p.  57. 
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inon  to  all  nations  •*.  This  was  anfwered  by  Seldehy  in  Ws 
famous  treatife,  entitled,  Mare  clau/um,  wherein  he  has 
efFeflually  demonftrated  from  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
nature,  and  nations,  that  a  dominion  over  the  Tea  may  be 
acquired,  from  the  molt  authentic  hiftories,  that  fuch  a 
dominion  has  been  claimed  and  enjoyed  by  fcveral  nations, 
and  fubmitted  to  by  others  for  their  common  benefit ;  that 
this  in  fad  was  the  cafe  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland, 
who  at  all  times,  and  under  every  kind  of  government, 
had  claimed,  exercifed,  and  conftantly  enjoyed  fuch  a  do- 
minion, which  had  been  confefled  by  their  neighbours,  fre- 
quently, and  in  the  mod  folemn  manner  S  All  this,  with 
learning,  induftry,  and  judgment  fuperior  to  praife,  this 
great  man  hath  fully  and  unqueftionably  made  out  for  the 
fatisfadlion  of  foreigners,  as  it  is  the  defign  of  this  work  (if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  mention  it  in  the  fame  page  with  Mr. 
Seldenh)  to  imprefs  the  fame  fentiment  on  the  minds  of  all 
fenlible  Britons,  viz.  "  that  they  have  an  hereditary,  un- 
•'  interrupted  right  to  the  fovereignty  of  their  feas,  con- 
*'  veyed  to  them  from  their  earlieft  anceftors,  in  trull  for 
*'  their  lateft  poflerity.**  This  book  of  Mr.  Selden*^  was 
publifhed  in  1634,  and  by  the  countenance  then,  and  af- 
terwards, fhewn  by  king  Charles  towards  this  extraordinary 
performance,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  he  had  very 
juft  and  generous  notions  of  his  own,  and  his  people's 
rights  in  this  refpe6l,  though  he  was  very  unfortunate  in 
taking  fuch  methods  as  he  did  to  fupport  them  ''. 

:  The 


^  The  title  of  this  book  runs  thus.  Mare  Uberum ;  feu^  dc  Jurt 
quod  Batavis  competit  ad  indica  Commercia :  Lug.  Bat.  Elzefvir. 
1609.  8vo.  reprinted  about  this  time.  ^  Selden's  title  is  fliort 
and  plain.  Mare  clau/ums  feu^  de  Dominio  Maris »  lib.  2.  Londini, 
163^.  fol.  ^  See  Clarendon,  Rulhworth,  Fraokiand,  Whit- 
lock,  Warwick. 


0/ X%  CHARLES  T.         lij'^ 

Trt  E  French  minifter  perfifted  (>padily  in  his  fchcmc  of 
ufing  the  power  and  induOry  of  the  Dutchy  to  interrupt  the 
trade,  and  leflen  the  maritime  force  of  Britain.  With  this 
view  alfo,  a  negotiation  was  begun  between  that  crown 
and  the  Hates  of  Holland^  for  dividing  the  Spanijh  Ne- 
therlands between  them ;  and  under  colour  of  th-js  af- 
fifting  them,  in  fupport  of  their  pretenfions  to  an  equal 
right  over  the  fea^  and  in  promoting  their  trade^  to  the 
prejudice  of  ours:  Richlieu  carred  on  fecretly  and  fecurely 
his  darling  projed  of  railing  a  naval  fbrce  in  France^  to  fur- 
ther which,  he  fpared  not  either  for  pains  or  expence,  pro- 
curing from  all  parts  the  ableft  perfons  in  all  arts  and  fci- 
enccs  relating  to  navigation,  and  fixing  them  in  the  French 
fervice  by  great  encouragements^  Our  king  formed  a  juft 
idea  of  his  defign,  and  faw  thoroughly  into  its  confcquenccs, 
which  he  endeavoured  to  prevent,  by  publifhing  proclama- 
tions for  reftraining  Ihipwrights,  and  other  artificers,  from 
entering  into  foreign  ferviee  j  for  allerting  his  title  to  the 
fovereignty  of  the  fea,  and  for  regulating  the  manner  of 
wearing  flags  at  fea  ".  If  to  thefe  precautions,  he  had  join- 
ed a  reafonable  condefcenfion  to  the  temper  of  his  fubjects, 
in  difmifllng  from  his  ferviee,  fuch  as  wei-e  obnoxious  to 
them,  either  through  their  a<^ions,  or  behaviour,  and  had 
thereby  fixed  them,  and  their  reprefentatives.  firmly  in  his 
jntereft,  without  doubt,  he  had  gained  his  point,  and  car- 
ried the  glory  of  this  nation  higher  than  any  of  his  prede- 
ceflbrs.  But  his  want  of  Ikill  in  the  art  of  gaining  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  and,  to  fpeak  without  referve,  that  want 
of  true. public  fpirit  in  fome  who  were  now  efteemed  pa^ 
tricti  by  the  people,  prevented  the  effeds  of  the  king's  lau- 
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dable  intentions,  and  turned  what  he  meant  for  a  cordial, 
into  ;i  corrofivc  poifon.     I  am  far  from  afFeding  an  allego- 
rical '^.ile;  but  thcie  are  fome  things  of  io  nice  a  nature, 
and  the  tcmpcis  of  men  arc  in  fome  /eafons  fo  ftrangely 
turned,  that  it  is  not  either  expedient  for  them  to  hear,  or 
for  the  hiftorian  to  tell  even  truth  too  bluntly.     Yet  it  is 
equally  dangerous,  on  the  other  hand,  for  one  who  under- 
takes fuch  a  tuflc  as  this,  to  be  afraid  of  delivering  his  fen- 
timents  freely,  even  fuppofing  his  fears  to  flow  from  an  ap- 
pre  enfion  of  injuring,  what  lie  thinks  it  his  duty  to  recom- 
mend.    Under  a  ftrong  fenfe  therefore,  of  what  in  one  re- 
(pcd  it  becomes  mc  to  fay,  for  the  fervice  of  my  country^ 
and  what  in  regard  to  the  opinions  of  very  great  men,  who 
have  thought  in  another  way,  it  is  unfit  for  mc  to  (hew 
my  felf  pofitive  j   I  come  now  to  fpeak  of  fliip  money,  a 
fubjedt  equally  tender  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  at  prefent  ^ 
The  apprehenfions  which  the  king  had  entertained  of 
this  new  league  between  the  French  and  Dutcby  were  fo 
heightened  in  the  year  1635,  by  the  junftion  of  the  fleets 
of  thofe  two  powers,  and  the  intelligence  he  had,  that 
France  was  (hortly  to  declare  war  againft  Spain,  and  from 
thenqe  to  derive  that  occaHon  they  had  been  fo  long  feek- 
ing  to  divide  the  Netherlands,  between  themfelves  and  their 
new  allies,  all  v/hofe  pretenfions,  in  refpedl  to  the  right  of 
fifliing  in,  and  ufing  the  feas,  they  had  undertaken  to  fup- 
port,  that  he  refolved  to  be  no  longer  paflivt «.    In  order 
to  defeat  this  defign,  and  maintain  the  fovereignty  annexed 
to  the  Engli/h  ctown,  as  well  as  the  nation's  credit,  as  a 
maritime  power,  the  king  faw  that  it  was  neceflary  to  e- 
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^  Compare  our  modern  hiftories  with  thofe  written  near  thofe 
times.        g  Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  trafts,  p,  289.     Frank- 
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^uip  and  put  to  iea  a  fuperior  naval  force.  Thi3  it  fecmed 
hard  to  do,  without  the  affiftance  of  a  parliament ;  and  yet 
the  delays  in  granting  aids  had  been  fo  great  in  former  par- 
liaments, that  his  majefty  was  very  doubtful  of  fucceedingj 
if  for  this  he  trufted  to  a  parliamentary  fupply.  His  law- 
yers, knowing  both  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  his  diflrefs, 
fuggeftcd  to  him,  that  upon  this  occafion,  he  might  have 
rccourfe  to  hi?  prerogative ;  which  opinion  hawing  been  ap- 
proved of  by  the  judges,  he  thereupon  directed  writs  to  be 
ifllied,  for  the  levying  of  (hip-money.  Thefe  writs  were, 
for  the  prefent,  directed  to  fea-ports,  and  fuch  places  as 
werp  near  the  coaft,  requiring  them  to  furnifh  a  certain 
number  of  (hips,  or  to  grant  the  king  an  aid  equivalent 
thereto.  The  city  of  London  was  diredled  to  provide  fcven 
(hips  for  tWenty-fix  days,  and  other  places  in  proportion. 
To  make  the  nation  the  more  eafy  under  this  tax,  tlie  king 
direded,  that  the  money  raifed  thereby,  (hould  be  kept  a- 
part  in  the  Exchequer^  and  that  a  diltindl  account  (hould 
be  given  of  the  fervices  to  which  it  was  applied.  But  in 
fpite  of  thefe  precautions,  the  people  murmured  grievouf- 
ly  J  which,  however,  did  not  hinder  this  projcdl  from  be- 
ing carried  into  execution  '*.  But  as  our  neighbours  were 
lik'jly  to  be  as  much  alarmed  from  the  equipping  of  io 
(Irong  a  fleet,  as  our  people  ^ere  difturbed  at  home  by  the 
method  taken  to  defray  the  expence  of  it :  fecrctary  Coke^ 
by  the  king's  orders,  wrote  a  letter  to  fir  fyuiiam  Bofwell^ 
then  charged  with  his  majefty's  affairs  at  the  Hague^  in  or- 
iicr  fully  to  explain  what  that  fleet  was  to  perform,  which 
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letter,  for  the  honour  of  thofc  times,  (hall  be  infertcd  hcrff, 
md  is  as  follows, 

Sir, 

BY  your  letters,  and  othv'rwife,  I  perceive  many  jea- 
loufies  and  difcourfes  are  raifed  upon  the  preparations 
of  his  majefty's  fleet,  v/hich  is  now  in  fuch  forwardnefs, 
that  we  doubt  not,  but  within  this  month,  it  will  appear 
at  fea.  It  is  therefore  expedient,  both  for  your  fatisfaftion 
and  diredlion,  to  inform  you  particularly,  what  was  the 
occafion,  and  what  ;<?  his  majefty*s  intention  in  this  work. 

First,  we  hold  ii  i  principle  not  to  be  denied,  that 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  is  a  monarch  at  land  and  fea, 
♦o  the  full  extent  of  his  dominions;  and  that  it  concerneth 
him,  as  much  to  maintain  his  fovereignty  in  all  ihe  Britijk 
feas,  as  within  his  three  kingdoms;  becaufe,  without  that, 
thefe  cannot  be  kept  fafe,  nor  he  f!>referve  his  honour,  and 
due  refped  with  other  nations.  But  commanding  the  Teas, 
he  may  caufe  his  neighbours,  and  all  countries,  to  (land 
upon  their  guard,  whenfoever  he  thinks  fit.  And  this  can- 
not be  doubted,  that  wholbever  will  encroach  upon  him  by 
fea,  will  do  it  by  land  alfo,  when  they  fee  their  time.  To 
fuch  prefumption,  Mare  liberum  gave  the  firft  warning 
piece,  which  muft  be  anfwered  with  a  defence  of  Man 
daufum,  not  fo  much  by  difcourfes,  as  by  the  louder  lan- 
guage of  a  powerful  navy,  to  be  better  undcrftood,  when 
over- 111  ained  patience  fceth  no  hope  of  preferving  her  right 
by  other  means.     .        *, 

The  degrees  by  which  his  majefty's  dominion  at  fea 
hath  of  later  years  been  firft  impeached,  and  then  queftion- 
ed,  are  as  confidcrable  as  notorious. 
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First,  to  cherifh,  and  as  it  were,  to  nurfe  up  our  un- 
thankful neighbours,  we  gave  them  leave  to  gather  wealth 
and  ftrengih  upon  our  coafts,  in  our  ports,  by  our  trade, 
and  by  our  people.     Then  they  were  glad  to  invite  our 
merchants  rcfidence,  with  what  privileges  they  could  gc- 
firc.     Then  they  offered  to  us,  even  the  fovcreignty  of 
their  cftates,  and  then  they  fued  for  licence  to  fifli  upon 
the  coafts,  and  obtained  it,  under  the  great  feal  of  Scotkudy 
which  now  they  fupprefs.     And  when  thus  by  leave,  or 
by  connivance,  they  had  poifefled  therafelvcs  of  our  fjfliing, 
not  only  in  Scotland,  but  in  Ireland  and  in  England,  and 
by  our  ftaple,  had  raifed  a  great  (lock  of  traOe,  by  thefc 
means,  they  fo  cncreafed  their  (hipping  and  povt  er  at  fea, 
that  now  they  endure  not  to  be  kept  at  any  diftancc :  nay, 
they  are  grown  to  that  confidence,  to  keep  guards  upon 
our  feas,  and  then  to  projedt  an  office  and  company  of  af- 
furance,  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  and  withal,  prohi- 
bit us  free  commerce,  even  within  our  feas,  and  take  our 
(hips  and  goods,  if  we  conform  not.  to  their  placarts.    What 
infolencies  and  cruelties  they  have  committed  againft  us 
heretofore,  in  Iceland,  in  Greenland,  and  in  the  Indies,  is 
too  well  known  to  all  the  world.    In  all  which,  tho'  our 
fufferings,  and  iheir  wrong,  may  fecm  forgotten,  yet  the 
great  intereft  of  his  majefty's  honour,  is  ftill  the  fame,  and 
will  refrefh  their  memories,  as  there  (hallbecaufe.  For  though 
charity  muft  remit  wrongs  done  to  private  men,  yet  the  re- 
fledlion  upon  the  public,  may  make  it  a  greater  charity  to 
do  juftice  on  crying  crimes.     All  this,  notwiihftaiiding, 
you  are  not  to  conceive,  that  the  work  of  this  fleet,  is  ei- 
ther revenge,  or  execution  of  juftice  for  thefe  great  ofJen- 
ces  paft,  but  chiefly  for  the  future,  to  ftop  the  violent  cur- 
rent of  that  prefumption,  whereby  the  men  of  war  and 
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freebooters  of  all  nations,  abufing  the  favour  of  his  majefty'8 
peaceable  and  gracious  government,  whereby  he  hath  permit- 
ted all  his  friends  and  allies,  to  make  ufc  of  his  feas  and 
ports,  in  a  reafonable  and  free  manner,  and  according  to 
his  treaties,  have  taken  upon  them  the  boldnefs,  not  only 
to  come  confidently,  at  all  times,  into  all  his  ports  and  ri- 
vers, but  to  convey  their  merchant  ihips  as  high  as  his 
chief  city,  and  then  to  caft  anchor,  clofe  upon  his  maga- 
zines, and  to  contemn  the  commands  of  his  officers,  when 
they  required  a  farther  diftance.     But,  which  is  more  into- 
lerable, have  aflaulted  and  taken  one  another  within  his 
majefty's  channels,  and  within  his  rivers,  to  the  fcorn  and 
contempt  of  his  dominion  and  power,  and  this  being  of 
late  years  an  ordinary  pradlice,  which  we  have  endeavour- 
ed in  vain  to  reform,  by  the  ways  of  juftice  and  ticatie^i 
the  world,  I  think,  will  now  be  fatisfied,  that  we  havd 
reafon  to  look  about  us.    And  no  wife  man  will  doubt* 
that  it  is  high  time  to  put  ourfelves  in  this  equipage  upon 
the  feas,  and  not  to  fufTer  that  llage  of  aiftion  to  be  taken 
from  us,  for  want  of  our  appcarancd. 

So  you  fee,  the  general  ground  upon  Which  our  court- 
lels  fland.  In  particular,  you  may  take  notice  and  publifti, 
as  caule  requires,  that  his  majefty,  by  this  fleet,  intendeth 
not  a  rupture  with  any  prince  or  ftate,  nor  to  infringe  any 
point  of  his  treaties,  but  refolveth  to  continue  and  main* 
tain  that  happy  peace  wherewith  god  hath  blefled  his  king- 
dom, and  to  which  all  his  ailions  and  negotiations  have  hi- 
therto tended,  as  by  your  own  inflrudlions  you  may  fully 
und'jrrtand.  But  withal,  confiderihg  that  peaCe  muft  be 
maintaii]ed  by  the  arm  of  power,  which  only  keeps  down 
war  by  keeping  up  dominion ;  his  majefty  thus  provoked,' 
$ndi  its  ncceflary,  for  his  own  defence  and  fafety,  to  i-e-af-* 
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fume  and  keep  his  antient  and  undoubted  right  in  the  do- 
minion of  thefe  feas,  and  fuffer  no  other  prince  or  (late  to 
encroach  upon  him,  thereby  aflutning  to  themfelves,  or 
their  admirals,  any  fovereign  command,  but  to  force  them, 
to  perform  due  homage  to  his  admirals  and  (hips,  and  to 
pay  them  acknowledgments  as  in  former  times  they  did. 
He  will  alfo  fet  open  and  proteil  the  free  trade  both  of  his 
fubjedls  and  allies,  and  give  them  fuch  fafe  conduft  and 
convoy,  as  they  fhall  reafonably  require.  He  will  fuffer 
no  other  fleets,  or  men  of  war,  to  keep  any  guard  upcii 
thefe  feas,  cr  there  to  offer  violence,  or  take  prizes,  or 
booties,  or  to  give  interruption  to  any  lawful  inrercourfe. 
T  a  word,  his  majefty  is  refolved,  as  to  do  no  wrc.ng,  fo 
to  do  juftice,  both  to  his  fubjeds  and  friends,  within  the 
limits  of  his  feas.  And  this  is  the  real  and  royal  defign  of 
this  fleet,  whereof  you  may  give  part,  as  you  find  occa- 
fion,  to  our  good  neighbours  in  thofe  parts,  that  no  um- 
brage may  be  taken,  of  any  hoftile  aft  or  puipofe  to  their 
prejudice  in  any  kind.  So  wifliing  you  all  health  and  hap- 
pincfs.     I  reft. 

IVhitdall,  Jpril  i6th^  1635. 

One  would  imagine,  that  lefs  care  had  been  taken  to 
fatisfy  the  minds  of  the  people  at  home,  about  the  real  in- 
tent of  this  tax,  levied  for  the  equipping  of  a  fleet,  fuflici- 
«?nt  fur  thefe  nccen3.ry  purpoies,  /ince  (jclierwile,  the  pub- 
lic welfare  feemed  to  be  fo  nearly  concerned,  that  public 
acquiefcence,  at  leaft,  might  have  been  expefted.  But  the 
truth  of  tlie  matter  was,  that  his  majefty  did,  in  this  re- 
fpe>S,  all  that  was  in  his  power,  by  directing  the  lord-keeper 
Coveniry^  to  put  the  judges  in  mind,  before  they  went  the 
fummer  circuit,  to  fatisfy  the  minds  of  the  people,  in  rela- 
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tion  to  the  levying  of  (hip  money,  which  moft  of  them 
did,  but  as  Pf^itlocke  afllires  us,  very  ineffedtually  ;  though 
the  fame  author  acknowledges  that  the  money  was  aflefled 
aiid  levied  with  great  care  and  equality,  much  beyon^ 
\vhat  was  obferved  in  following  taxes. 

With  the  help  of  this  money,  the  king  in  the  month 
0^  May  1635,  fitted  ou:  a  fleet  of  forty  fail  under  the  com- 
mand of  Robert  carl  of  Lindfeyy  who  was  admiral,^  fir 
IVilliam  Monfon^  vice-admiral,  fir  John  Pennington^  rear- 
admiral  ;  as  alfo  another  of  20  fail,  under  the  earl  of  EJJex, 
The  firft  of  thefe  fleets  failed  from  Tilbury-Hope  on  the 
26th  of  May,  Their  inftrudions  were  to  give  no  occa- 
ilon  of  hoflility,  and  to  fufFer  nothing  which  might  preju- 
fjice  the  rights  of  the  king  and  kingdom.  The  French 
and  Dutch  fleets  joined  oS  Portland,  the  laft  of  this  month, 
and  made  no  fcruple  of  giving  out,  thar  they  intended  to 
aflTert  their  own  independency,  and  to  queftion  that  prero- 
gative which  the  Englijh  claimed  in  the  narrow  feas ;  but 
^s  foon  as  they  were  informed  that  the  Englijh  fleet 
yras  at  fea,  and  in  fearch  of  them,  they  quitted 
our  coaft,  and  repaired  to  their  own.  Our  ad- 
piiral  fent  a  bark  upon  the  coaft  of  Britany,  to  take  a 
view  of  ihpm,  and  from  the  time  of  the  return  of  this 
IMrk,  to  the  ift  of  O^ober,  this  fleet  protefted  our  own 
fpas  and  (bores,  gave  laws  to  the  neighbouring  nations,  and 
cffedually  aflcrted  that  foveieignty  which  the  monarchs  of 
;hi3  kingdom  have  evei  claimed.  The  good  effedl  of  this 
armament,  and  the  reputation  we  gained  thereby  abroajd, 
in  fome  meafure,  quieted  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  it 
^onyinc^d  them,  that  this  was  not  an  invention  to  Liing 
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money  into  the  Exchequer^  without  refped  had  to  the  end 
for  which  it  was  raifed  *.  ,      - 

The  king,  perfedlly  fatisfied  with  what  had  been  done 
this  year,  and  yet  well  knowing  that  it  would  fignify 
little  if  another,  and  that  at  leaft  as  good  a  fleet  was  not 
fet  out  the  next,  to  raife  the  money  neceflary,  for  equipping 
fuch  a  force,  had  recourfe  a^ain  to  his  writs  for  levy- 
ing of  fliip-money ;  but  now  the  aid  was  made  more  ex- 
t^nfjve.  What  was  before  rated  as  a  particular  provifion, 
to  be  raifed  by  the  refpe^ive  ports  for  their  own  imme- 
diate fafety,  was  now  converted  into  a  natioijiil  tax,  and 
fo  became  the  more  grievous  for  want  of  authority  of  parli- 
ament. The  burden  indeed  in  itfelf  was  far  from  being 
prcfling;  at  the  utmoft  it  did  not  amount  to  above 
236,000/.  per  annuffif  which  was  not  quit^  20,000  /.  a 
month  throughout  the  whole  kingdom;  yet  the  making  it 
an  univerfal  aid,  and  the  ailefling  and  collecting  it  in  the 
parliamentary  methods,  gave  it  an  air  of  oppreffion,  and 
made  it  extremely  odious  j  though  the  neceffity  was  far 
from  being  difiembled,  and  the  benefits  refulting  from  the 
care  taken  of  the  narrow  feas,  which  had  afforded  matter 
of  enquiry,  and  expoftulation  to  every  parliament  the  king 
had  called,  could  not  be  denied  K 

I^?  order  to  prevent  all  doubts  from  his  own  fubjeds, 
and  alfo  to  prevent  any  falfe  furmifes  gaining  ground  in 
foreign  nations,  <is  to  the  defign  of  this  potent  armament, 

the 


•  We  have  a  clear  and  full  account  of  this  expedition  written 
by  fir  Wiliiam  Monfon  himfelf,  who  was  an  eye-witnefs,  and  a 
proper  judge  of  fuch  matters,  in  his  naval  tracts,  p.  289. 
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the  king  thought  fit  to  exprefs  his  royal  int(sntion$  to  the 
world,  in  the  moft  public,  and  in  the  rtioft  authentic 
manner ;  that,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  it  might  appear 
what  himfelf  demanded,  and  what  had  been  paid  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  right  of  his  anceftors  in  regard  to 
thofe  things,  as  to  which  thefe  dtmandi  were  made. 
That  inftrument  ran  thus. 

J  procUmction  for  rejlraint  of  Jjjhing  vp^n  his  majtfly^sfsa^ 
and  coajfs  without  licenfe, 

"  WT^  ERE  AS  our  father  of  bleflcd  memory,  kint 
«  V  V  James^  did  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign  of 
f«  Great  Britain,  fet  forth  a  proclamation,  touching  fifh- 
•'  ing ;  whereby,  for  the  many  important  reafons  therein 
*'  exprefled,  all  perfons  of  what  nation  or  quality  fbever> 
*'  (being  not  his  natural  born  fubjcdls)  were  reftrained 
*'  from  fiiVing  upon  any  the  coafts  and  feas  of  Great 
•?  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  reft  of  the  ifles  adjacent; 
f*  where  pioft  ufually  heretofore  iifhing  had  been,  until 
**  they  had  orderly  demanded  and  oUained  licenfes  from 
•'  our  faid  father,  or  his  commiflioners  in  that  behalf,  up- 
*'  on  pain  of  fuch  chatifement,  as  fhould  bis  fit  to  be  in- 
•*  fUcted  upon  fuch  wilful  offenders :  Since  which  t'lie, 
albeit,  neither  our  faid  father,  nor  ourfelf,  have  madfe 
ary  co:  fiderable  execution  of  the  laid  proclamation,  but 
have  with  much  patience  expedted  a  voluntary  confor- 
mitic  of  our  neighbours  and  allies,  to  fo  juft  and  reafpna- 
*'  ble  propolitions  and  directions  as  are  contained  in  the 
fame.  .     ^ 

And  now  finding  by  experience,  that  all  the  incon- 
•'  viences  which  occafioned  that  proclamation,  are  rather 
*♦  increafed  than  abated:    We  being  \^xy  fenfible  of  the 
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<'  ^rtmifes,  and  well  knowing  how  far  we  are  obliged  in 
^'  honour  to  maintain  the  i.ghts  of  our  crown  i  efpecial* 
**  ly,  of  fo  great  confequence,  have  thought  it  ncceffary, 
**  by  the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  to  renew  the  aforc- 
f«  faid  reftraintof  fifliing,  upon  our  aforefaid  coafts  and  feas, 
•*  without  licenfe  firft  obtained  from   us,  and  by  thefe 
f'  prefents  to  make  public  declaration,  that  our  refolutions 
^*  is  at  times  convenient,   to  ke6p  fuch  a  competent 
♦*  ftrength  of  (hipping  upon  our  feas,  as  may  (by  gods 
?'  blefling)  be  fufficient  both  to  hinder  fuch  farther  en- 
?'  croachments  upon  our  regalities,  and  affift  and  protedt 
f*  thofe  our  good  friends  and  allies,  who  ihall  henceforth 
*•  by  virtue  of  our  licenfes  (to  be  firft  obtained)  endeavour 
<'  to  take  the  benefit  of  fifliing  upon  our  coafts  and  fpas 
'*  in  the  places  accuftomed. 

Given  at  our  palace  of  W^JiminJftr  the  tenth  day 
oiMay^'m  the  twelfth  year  of  our  reign  of  ii«^/fl«^, 
Scotland^  France^  and  Ireland* 

^  \n  163$,  the  king  fent  a  fleet  of  60  fail  to  fea,  undet 
|he  command  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland  admiral,  fir 
yohn  Pennington  vice-admiral,  and  fir  Henry  Marom  rear- 
adm-  al.  They  failed  firft  to  the  Downsy  and  from  thence 
;o  the  north,  where  the  Dutch  Bujfes  were  fifhing  upon 
our  coaft.  The  admiral  required  them  to  forbear,  which 
they  not  feeming  difpofed  to  do,  he  fired  upon  them ;  this 
jput  them  into  great  confufion,  and  obligjjd  them  to  have 
recourfe  to  other  methods.  The  Dutch,  therefore,  applied 
themfelves  to  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  defired  him  to 
mediate  with  the  king,  that  they  might  have  leave  to  go  oft 
with  their  fiftiing  this  year,  for  which  they  were  content  to 
pay  30,000  /.  and  exprefl'ed  alfo  a  willingnefs  to  obtain  a 
frant  from  tha  kingj  for  his  pcrmiflion  of  their  veilels  to 
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fifli  tlicre,  for  the  time  to  come,  paying  an  annual  tri- 
bute'. .      .'■  .      ■  .  ■''       ■'    -  "^    ■ 
Such  is  the  bed  account  that  can  be  colleilccl  of  the 
caufes  and  confequences  of  this  expedition,  from  our  beft 
biitorians.     But  the  carl  of  Northumberland  delivered  a 
journal  of  his  whole  proceedings,  figned  with  his  own 
hand ;  which  is,  or  at  leaft  was  prefer ved  in  the  paper- 
office.     In  that  journal,  there  are  feveral  memorable  parti- 
culars. The  Dutch  fijhing-bujfei  upon  the  appearance  of 
his  lordfliips  fleer,  did  take  Jicenfes,  to  the  number  of  two 
hundred,  though  he  arrived  amongft  them  pretty  late  in 
the  year.     He  exadled  from  them  twelve  pence  per  tun, 
J  as  an  acknowledgment,  and  aflkms  that  they  went  away 
well  fatisfied.    It  was  pretended  by   the  Dutch  in  king 
Charles  the  fccond's  time,  that  this  was  an  adl  of  violence, 
and  that  nothing  could  be  concluded  as  to  the  right  of  this 
crown,  from  that  tranfadion ;  fince  the  Dutch  did  not  pay, 
becaufe,  they  thought  what  was  infilled  upon  to  be  due  j 
but,  becaufe  they  were  defencelefs.    His  lord(hip*s  journal 
feis  this  pretence  entirely  afide,   fince  it  appeared  from 
thence,  that  they  had  a  fquadron  of  ten  men  of  war  for 
their  protedtion;  as  alfo,  that  JuguJ  the  20th,  1636,  the 
Dutch  vice-admiral  Dorp^  came  with  a  fleet  of  twenty  men 
of  war  i  but  inftead  of  interrupting  the  earl  in  his  proceed- 
ings, he  faluted  him  by  lowering  his  topfails,  linking  his 
flag  and  firing  his  gunSj,  after  which  he  came  on  board, 
and  was  well  entertained  by  the  earl  of  Northumberland. 
It  is  farther  mentioned  in  that  journal,  that  upon  his  lord- 
fh'-^s  return  from  the  Norths  and  anchoring  in  the  Dcwns^ 
he  had  notice  of  a  Spanifi}  fleet  of  twenty-fix  fail,  bound 
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fcr  Dunkirk ;  to  reconnoitre  which  he  fent  one  of  the  fliip* 
of  his  fquadron,  called  the  Happy  Entrance,  to  which 
lingle  (hip,  that  fleet  paid  the  marks  of  refpeft,  which 
were  due  to  the  Englijb  flag  whenever  it  appeared. 

The  king  meant  to  have  continued  both  this  method 
of  raifing  money,  and  of  fitting  out  fleets  annually,  and 
by  giving  feveral  young  noblemen  commands  at  fea,  to 
have  rendered  them  the  more  capable  of  ferving  their 
country  in  times  of  greater  danger™;  but  he  quickly 
found  this  impradticable.  The  nation  grew  fodiflatisfied 
with  this  method  of  raifing  money  ;  and  the  great  cafe  of 
Mr.  Hampdeny  made  it  fo  clear,  that  a  conftant  and  re- 
gular levying  of  this  tax,  was  dangerous  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  to  the  freedom  of  the  fubjedl,  that  the  king 
was  obliged  to  lay  afide  this  fcheme,  and  to  content  him- 
felf  with  ufing  all  the  methods  that  could  be  thought  of, 
to  awaken  the  people's  attention  in  regard  to  the  fovereign- 
ty  of  the  fea ".  With  this  view,  his  majefl-y  made  an 
order  in  council,  that  a  copy  of  Mr.  Selden's  book  upon 
that  fubjeft,  fhould  be  kept  in  the  council-cheft,  thai 
another  copy  (hould  be  depofitcd  in  the  court  of  Exchequer^ 
and  a  third  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  there  to  remain  as 
perpetual  evidence  of  our  juft  claim  to  the  dominion  of  the 
feas".  Happy  had  it  been,  if  the  king  had  at  this  time 
called  a  parliament,  and  after  excufing  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  was  levied,  had  fhewn  how  well  it  was  ap- 
plied, how  efl^edtually  our  navigation  had  been  protected, 
and  all  the  defigns  of  the  French  and  Dutch  defeated  j  for 

it 

»  Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  trafts,  p.  299.  Warwick's  me- 
moirs, p,  53-  "  Ruftiworth's  collections,  f  ranklnnd^s  annal% 
Clarendon't  hiftory,  Whiilock's  memorials.  •  Sec  the  order  of 
ceuadJf  in  Frankland's  aonals,  p.  476 
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it  may  be  then  prefumed,  that  the  pvliament,  woul<i 
have  provided  in  a  legal  manner,  for  the  maintainancc  of 
^hefe  fleets,  which  muft  have  been  of  infinite  advantag;e; 
in  refpefl  to  the  trade  of  this  kingdom, 

Mr.  D*E/IradfSj  as  he  tells  us  in  his  negotiation,  was 
font  over  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1637,  wit;h  a  private 
commlflion  from  the  cardinal,  to  prevail  on  our  king  tQ 
ftand  neuter,  whilft  France  and  Holland  in  conjunftion  at- 
tacked the  maritime  places  of  the  Spanijh  netherlands ;  and 
to  offer  him  at  the  fame  time  very  advantageous  conditions 
in  return  for  his  inadlivity.  King  Charles  anfwcied  with 
equal  firmnefs  and  prudence,  that  he  could  never  fuffcr  his 
hands  to  be  tied  up  by  a  neutrality  fo  prejudicial  to  his 
own  honour,  and  the  intercfl  of  his  kingdom,  and  that  hjB 
would  keep  a  fleet  in  the  Downs,  vvith  fifteen  thoufand 
men  ready  to  be  tranfported  to  the  relief  of  the  firft  towHji 
which  fliould  be  invefted  by  the  arms  of  the  French  kiqg 
or  the  dates  j  and  as  to  the  afliftance  whici  his  eminence 
had  offered  to  him  againd  any  domeftic  diflurbance  he 
thanked  him  for  it ;  but  thought  it  quite  unneceflarjj  fincc 
\\f:  depended  on  his  own  authority,  and  the  laws  of  the 
Imd  for  the  fuppreffing  and  punifhing  of  all  fuch  rebellious 
attempts.  The  vinditive  cardinal  no  fooner  received  the 
account  of  this  conference  from  his  agent,  than  he  refolv- 
cd  to  take  an  immediate  revenge,  and  difpatched  without 
delay  to  Edinburgh,  Abbe  Chamber  his  almoner,  whom  he 
inftrudled  to  encourage  the  covenanters  in  their  defignj 
with  the  hopes  of  afliftance  from  France,  and  to  improve 
the  correfpondence  which  UEJlrades  had  formed  amongft 
them  during  his  fliort  ftay  in  England,  This  Abbe  pl.^yed 
his  part  fo  well,  that  the  prince  of  Orange  told  monfieur 
D  EJlrades,  that  ths  cardinal  had  employed  a  very  notable 
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inftrument  in  Scotland,  by  whofe  practices  the  king's  in* 
tercft  in  that  country  was  entirely  ruined. 

Nothing  of  cunfequcnce  occurs  in  regard  to  naval 
affairs  till  the  year  1639,  when  the  Spaniards  fitted  out  a 
powerful  fleet,  confiding  of  fixty-feven  fail  of  large  (hips, 
manned  with  25,000  Teamen,  and  having  on  board  12000 
land   forces,    defigned  for   the  relief  of  Flanders,     The 
Dutch  had  two  or  three  fquadrons  at  fen,  the  SpaniJ})  fleet 
coming  up  the  channel,  was  met  in  the  StreigKts  oi  Dover 
by  one  of  them,  confifting  of  feverteen  fiiil,  under  the 
command  of  Herpert  Fan  'Tromp,  who,   notwithftnr.ding 
the  enemy's  great  fupericrity,  attacked  them  ;  but  finding 
himfclf  too  weak,  was  obliged  to  fheer  off  towards  Dun- 
kirk^ where  being  joined  by  the  other  fquadrons,  he  fo 
roughly  handkd  the  Spanljh  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
Don  Antonio  de  Oguendo,  that  at  lall  he  forced  them  on 
the  Engl'iJ}}  coalt  near  Dover,     Tromp^  finding  himfell"  in 
want  gf  powder  and  ball,  flood  away  for  Calais^  where 
he  was  liberally  fupplied  by  the  governor,  and  then  re- 
turned  to  attack   the   enemy.    Upon  his  approach  the 
Spaniards  got  "wiihin  the  South-Foreland^   and  put  them- 
felvcs  un.icr  the  protedion  of  our  caftles.     Things  being 
in   this   fitu.tion,    the  Spanijh  refidcnt  importuned   king 
Charles,  that  he  would  oblige  the  Dutch  to  forbear  hofti- 
lities  for  two  tides,  that  the  Spaniards  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  bearing  away  for  their  own  coaft ;  but  the 
king  being  in  amity  with  both  powers,  was  refolved  10 
iland  neuter :  and  whereas  the  Spaniards  had  hired  fome 
Engtijh  (hips  to  tranfport  their  foldiers  to  Dunkirk,  upon 
complaint  made  thereof  by  the  Dutch  ambafladors,  ftridt 
orders  were  given,  that  no  (hips  or  vefTels  belonging  to  his 
majefty*s  fubjcdls,  ihould  take  any  Spaniard  on  board,  or 
pafs  below  Gravefend  without  licence. 

However, 
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However,  after  much  plotting  and  counterplotting  oil 
both  lides,  the  Spaniard  at  length  outwitted  his  enemy* 
and  found  means  by  a  .llratagem  in  the  night,  to  convey 
away  through  the  Downs^  round  by  the  North  Sand  Head^ 
and  the  back  of  the  Godwin^  twelve  large  (hips  to  Dun* 
kirk^    and   in  them  4000  men.     In  cxcufe  of  this  grofs 
negled  of   the  Dutch  admirals,   in   leaving  that  avenue 
from  the  Downs  unguarded,  they  affirmed  they  were  alTured 
by  the  Englijh^  that  no  (hips  of  any  confiderable  burden 
could  venture  by  night  to  fail  that  way.     The  two  fleets 
had  now  continued  in   their  ftations  near  three  weeks, 
when  king  Charles  fent  the  earl  of  Arundel  to  the  admiral 
of  Spawt  to  defire  him  to  retreat  upon  the  firft  fair  wind  ; 
but  by  this  time  the  Dutch  fleet  was  by  continual  rein- 
forcements from  Zealand  and  Holland^  increafcd  to  a  hun- 
dred fail,  and  feeming  difpofed  to  attack  their  enemies,' 
iir  John  Penington  admiral  of  his  majefty*s  fleet,  who  lay 
in  the  Downs  with  thirty-four  men  of  war,  acquainted  the 
Dutch  admiral,  that  he  had  received  orders  to  aft  in  de- 
fence of  either  of  the  two  parties,  which  (hould  be  firlt 
attacked.      The  Spaniards^  however,  growing  too  pre- 
fumptuous  on  the  protection  they  enjoyed,  a  day  or  two 
after  fired  fome  (hot  at  Van  Tromp\  barge,  when  himfelf 
was  in  her,  and  killed  a  man  with  a  cannon-ball  on  board 
of  a  Dutch  Ky^^  whofe  dead  body  was  prefentiy  fent  on 
board  fir  John  Penington^  as  a  proof  that  the  Spaniardi 
were  the  firft  aggrefTors,  and  had  violated  the  neutrality  of 
the  king  of  England"^  harbour.    Soon  after  this  the  Dutch 
admiral  came  to  a  refolution  of  attacking  the  Spaniards  j 
but  before  he  put  it  in  execution,  he  thought  fit  to  write 
to  admiral  Penington^  telling  him,  that  the  Spaniards  hav- 
ing infringed  the  liberties  of  the  king  of  England's  har- 
.  bour,  and  become  the  aggreflbrs^  he  found  himfelf  obliged' 
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to  retaliate  force  with  force,  and  attack  them,  in  which, 
purfuant  to  the  declaration  he  had  made  to  him,  he  not 
only  hoped  for,  hut  depended  on  his  afHrtance  ;  which, 
however,  if  he  (hould  not  pleafc  to  grant,  he  prayed  the 
favour,  that  he  would  at  lead  give  him  leave  to  engage 
the  enemy,  otherwife  he  liiould  have  jufl;  caufe  of  com- 
plaint to  all  the  world,  of  fo  manifeft  an  injury. 

This  letter  being  delivered  to  the  Englijl)  admiral,  Van 
Tromp  bore  up  to  the  Spatiianls,  in  lix  divifions,  and 
charged  them  fo  furioully  with  his  broad- fides j  and  his 
fire-fliips,  as  fosced  them  all  to  cut  their  cables,  and  be- 
ing fifty-three  in  number*  twenty-three  ran  afliore,  and 
ftranded  in  the  DozVns,  whereof  three  were  burnt,  two 
funk,  and  two  perifhed  on  the  fiiore ;  one  of  which  was 
a  great  galleon  fthe  vice-admiral  of  Galicia)  commanded 
by  doii  Antonio  de  CaJlrOy  and  mounted  with  fifty-twd 
brafs  guns.  The  remainder  of  the  twenty-three  which 
were  ftranded  and  defcrted  by  the  Spaniards^  were  rhanned 
by  the  Englijh^  to  fave  them  frorii  the  Dutch.  The  other 
thirty  Spanijh  Ihips,  with  don  Jntonio  de  Oqucndo^  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  Lopez,  admiral  of  Portugal,  got 
out  to  fea,  and  kept  in  good  order,  till  a  thiclc  fog  ari- 
fing,  the  t)uich  took  advantage  thereof,  ihterpofed  be- 
tween the  admirals  arid  their  fleet,  and  fought  them  va- 
liantly till  the  fog  cleared  up,  when  the  Admiral  oi  Portii^ 
gal  began  to  flame,  being  fired  by  two  Dutch  (hip^  fitted 
for  that  purpofe.  Oqumdo  perceiving  this,  prefently  ftood 
away  for  Dunkirk,  with  the  Admiral  of  that  place,  and 
fome  hvv  fhips  more ;  for,  of  thefe  thirty,  five  were  funk 
in  the  fight,  eleven  taken  and  fent  into  Holland,  three 
periQicd  upon  the  coaft  of  France,  one  near  Dover,  and 
only  ten  efcaped.    The  firft  hoftility  committed   by   the 
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Spaniards,  was  a  plea  the  Dutch  made  ufe  of  in  their  ju- 
ftificaiion  to  us ;  and,  at  the  fame  time  a  fuflScient  argu- 
ment to  defend  the  conduft  of  the  Englijh  gavernment, 
which  otherwife  would  have  appeared  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  in  fuffering  one  friend  to  deftroy  another 
within  its  chambers ''. 

It  may  not  be  araifs  to  obferve,  that  in  reality  the  peo- 
ple in  general  were  not  forry  for  this  misfortune  which 
befel  the  Spaniards,  though  the  court  took  all  the  care 
imaginable  to  prevent  it ;  and  the  rcafon  was,  that  fome 
furmifed  this  to  be  a  new  Spanijh  Armada,  fitted  out  no- 
minally again",  the  Dutch  j  but  in  truth,  intended  to  aft 
againlt  heretics  in  general.  At  firft  light  this  may  appear 
a  wild  and  extravagant  fu^eflion :  but  perhaps,  the  rea- 
der will  change  his  opinion,  when  he  is  told,  that  in  the 
next  parliament,  there  really  appeared  fome  kind  of  proof 
of  it;  a  popijh  book  being  produced,  in  which,  among 
other  fuperftitious  things,  were  prayers  for  the  ho^y  mar- 
tyrs, who  periflied  in  the  fleet  fcnt  againfl:  the  heretics  in 
England  *.  However  it  was,  the  bare  report  undoubtedly 
was  more  than  fufficient  to  alarm  the  populace,  and  re- 
vive their  refentments  againft  the  Spaniards.  Some  of  our 
own  writers  have  afFedled  to  reprefent  the  conduft  of  the 
Dutch,  as  derogatory  on  this  occafion  from  our  fovereignty 
of  the  fea,  but  foreigners,  who  are  the  beft  judges  in  fuch 
cafes,  intimate  nothing  of  this  kind  \  though  it  mud  be 
allowed,  our  affairs  were  then  in  fuch  confufion,  that  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  his  majefty  could  have  properly 
refented  any  indignity  in  cafe  they  had  offered  it. 

I 

^  Burchet's  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  281.     '  Rulhworth*s  Colledions, 
vol  ii.  p.  374.   Prynne's  Royal  Favourite,  p.  59.  Fiery  Jefuits,  a 
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t  rtAD  like  to  have  flipped  over,  as  I  think  all  our  wri- 
ters of  naval  hiftory  have  done,    the  expedition  of  the 
inxiO';i;'«  of  Hamilhn  againft  the  ScstSy  whieh  was  under'- 
taken  this  year  i  and  indeed  there  is  very  little  in  it  worth 
tneniioning,  except  to  (hew  how  difficult  it  is  to  come  at 
thilh  in  relation  to  thefe  affairs.     Bifliop  Burnet y  in  his 
memoirs  of  the  Hamilton  family,   has  given  us  a  very 
plaulible  account  of  this  matter.     He  fays,  the  duke  em* 
barked  at  Tarmouth  about  the  middle  of  jlpril  1639  ;  that 
he  had  with  him  about  5600  men,  among  whom  there 
were  not  above  200  that  knew  how  to  fire  a  gun :  but 
he  does  not  fay  what  number  of  (hips  he  had,  or  of  what 
burden ;  only  that  the  troops  were  tranfported  m  colliers* 
and  arrived  in  the  Frith  of  tortb  ehe  firft  of  May,  There 
he  continued  for  fome  time,  treating  with  the  Scot',  to 
little  or  no  purpofe,  till  the  fcafon  being  loft,  he  returned 
without  effecting  any  thing  «.  Another  gentleman  who  lived 
m  thofe  times,  and  feems  to  have  known  much  of  them* 
gives  a  quite  di&rent  detail  j  which,  as  it  is  very  fhortj 
may  not  be  unworthy  of  the  reader's  notice.    "  Haml- 
*^  ton  was  to  be  a  diftindt  general  both  by  fea  and  Iand» 
•'  and  with  a  good  fleet  was  to  block  up  the  Scots  feas ; 
**  nay,   to  my  knowledge,    he  promifed  fo  to  vifit  hi« 
"  countrymen  on  their  coafts,  as  that  they  fhould  find 
"  little  eafe  or  fecurity  in  their  habitations*    For  he  had 
"  three  good  Englijh  regiments  on  bwud  him :  but  the 
•'  very  choice  of  his  (hips  (hewed  he  had  more  mind  to 
••  make  war  upon  the  king's  treafure,  than  on  his  own 
**  country  or  countrymen :  for  he  had  chofca  lome  of  the 
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"  fecond  and  third  rate ;  whereas  the  leaft  frigates  would 
*'  have  done  the  greateft  fervice :  thus  by  the  very  bulk 
**  of  his  (hips  obliging  himfelf  to  an  inaftivity.  One 
**  might  well  have  expetSted  that  he  who  had  fo  prodi- 
'*  gaily,  as  a  commiffioner,  laviflied  his  raajefty's  honour, 
**  and  unhinged  the  government,  would  have  vigorouily 
*'  employed  thofe  forces  under  his  command  to  have  re- 
*'  ftored  both,  and  that  a  man  of  his  importance,  would 
"  have  found  fome  party  ready  to  have  countfinanced  and 
**  aflifted  him :  but  inftead  thereof,  when  he  comes  and 


<( 


anchors  in  the  Frith^  his  mother  (a  violent  fpirited 
•*  lady,  and  a  deep  prefbyterefs)  comes  on  board  him  ; 
*'  and  furely  flie  had  no  hard  tafk  to  charm  him.  After- 
*'  wards  the  great  fhips  (like  the  great  formidable  log  let 
**  down  to  be  a  king)  lying  Hill,  he  had  feveral  vilits  from 
•*  many  of  the  great  men,  who  were  mod  adlive  againft 
**  the  king:  as  if  he  had  been  rather  returned  from  an 
*'  Eaji- India  voyage,  than  come  as  a  poweFful  enemy.** 

The  fleet  was  hence  forward  fo  entirely  out  of  the 
king's  power,  that  I  think  the  naval  hiftory  of  this  reign 
ends  properly  here :  and  therefore,  having  already  related, 
as  fairly  and  impartially  as  I  can,  the  feveral  expeditions 
imdertaken  by  his  authority,  I  come  now  to  mention  the 
progrefs  of  trade,  the  increafe  of  fhipping,  and  the  en- 
couragement of  our  plantations,  during  the  fame  fpace. 

It  appears  from  fir  WiWnm  Monforij  and  indeed  from 
all  the  unprejudiced  writers  of  thofe  times,  virho  were 
competent  judges  ©f  thefe  matters,  that  the  commerce  of 
this  ifland  increafed  exceedingly  during  the  firft  fifteen 
years  of  this  king's  reign  \  infomuch,  that  the  port  of  Lon- 

den 
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ion  only  could  have  fupplied  a  hundred  fail,  capab'e  of 
being  eafily  converted  into  men  of  war,  3nd  well  furnifli- 
ed  with  ordnance  •.  The  trade  to  the  Eaji-Ind'ns,  which 
was  but  beginning  in  his  father's  time,  became  now  very 
conliderable,  and  our  (hips  gave  law  in  thofe  parts  to  al- 
moft  ail  foreign  nations.  The  trade  to  Guinea  grew  like- 
wife  to  be  of  very  confiderable  benefit  to  the  EngUfli  fub- 
jeds,  and  our  intercourfe  with  Spain,  after  the  ending  of 
the  war,  proved  of  infinite  advantage  likewife''.  It  is 
true,  there?  happened  fome  confiderable  difputes  between 
the  government  and  the  merchants,  about  cuftoms,  w'..ich 
fome  of  the  miniflers  of  the  crown  thought  depenJed 
immediately  thereupon,  and  might  be  taken  by  virtue  of 
the  prerogative  only ;  whereas  others  conceived,  as  moft 
of  the  merchants  themfelves  did,  that  nothing  of  this  kind 

\  pould  be  levied  but  by  the  confent  of  parliament :  but 
thele  very  difputes  fliew  that  trade  was  In  a  fiourifliing 
condition  ;  for  if  the  cuftoms  had  not  rifen  to  a  confide- 
rable height,  beyond  what  they  did  in  former  times,  no 
miniftry  would  have  run  the  hazard  of  fuch  a  conteft  '. 
But  the  principal  fource  of  our  naval  ftrength  then,  (as  it 
has  been  ever  fince)  was  our  plantations,  to  the  encou- 
ragement anc  lugmentation  of  which,  even  thofe  accidents 
highly  contributed,  which  might  have  been  othcrwife  fa- 
tal to  the  fociety  j  fuch  as  our  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  divi- 

.  lions,  which  inclined  numbers  of  fober,  induftrious  and 
thinking  people  to  prefer  liberty,  and  whatever  they  could 

K  3  raife 
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raife  in  diftant  and  hitherto  uncultivated  lands,  to  the  un- 
t:^(y  fituation  in  which  they  found  themfelves  at  home  "«». 
The  colony  of  Virginia  had  ftruggled  under  great 
difficulties,  from  the  time  it  fell  under  the  direction  of  9, 
company,  till  the  king  was  pleafed  to  take  it  into  his  own 
hands ;  which  he  did  very  foon  after  his  coming  to  the 
crown,  and  then  diretfted  the  conftitutlon  of  that  colony 
to  be  a  governor,  council,  and  aflembly,  conformable  to 
that  of  this  kingdom,  and  under  which  the  colony  quick- 
ly began  to  flourifh.  But  thij  happy  fituation  of  affairs 
did  not  laft  long :  fir  Jeihn  Harvty^  whom  the  king  had 
made  g'^vcrnor,  did  fo  many  illegal  and  grofs  adlions,  that 
thw  colony  bemg  at  length  no  longer  able  to  endure  him, 
caufed  hi  in  tj  be  feized  and  lent  home  as  a  prifoner  in 
1639..  This  behaviour  the  king  exceedingly  refented,  and 
thcrcioie,  i'ci.t  him  back  to  his  government  without  fo 
much  rs  hearing  the  comp'aints  that  were  alledged  againft 
him.  But  with  a  view  only  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the 
crown  i  for  very  toon  after  fir  fVilliam  Berkley  was  fent 
over  to  fucceed  h»m,  who  proved  as  good  a  governor  as 
qver  ibis  colony  had  ".  Ihat  of  New-England  had  its 
nana.^  beitowed  by  his  m^jcfly  when  prince,  and  was  bet- 
ter fettled  in  king  Jameih  time,  than  any  other  of  our 
colonies,  :^nd  throughout  the  whole  reign  of  king  Charles 
the  lirft,  was  conftantly  fupplied  with  large  draught*  of 
people  5  fo  that  by  degrees  it  was  divided  intg  four  govern- 
ments, under  which  it  is  fuppofed,  there  might  be  near 
25>QQO  inhabitants,  whence  it  vvill  appear,  the  trade  car- 
ried 


■■  Mr.  Neafp  in  his  hiftory  of  t!ie  Puritans  obferve*^  that 
archbiOiop  Lud  drove  thoufands  of  famihes  to  New-England,  by 
the  fpveritie^  he  exercifed  here.  "  The  Britifh  Empire  in 

America,  vpl.  i.  p.  372. 
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ried  on  between  this  colony  and  its  mother  country,  muil 
have  been  very  confidcrable  even  in  this  period  °. 

The  Papifti  in  England^  finding  themfelves  liable  to 
many  feverities,  and  being  very  apprehenfive  of  more  and 
greater  falling  upon  them,  were  defirous  of  having  an 
afylum  in  the  new  world,  as  well  as  other  nonconfor- 
mifts;  and  this  gave  rife  to  the  planting  of  Maryland^ 
a  couiitry  hitherto  accounted  part  of  Virginia^  between 
37**  and  40°  of  N.  L.  which  was  granted  by  king  Charles^ 
the  twentieth  of  Junt  1632,  to  the  anceftor  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  lord  Baltimore^  and  derived  its  name  of  Maryland, 
from  his  queen  Utririttta-Mata,  It  was  more  eafily, 
and  more  fuccefsfully  planted  than  any  former  colon  v  had 
been,  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Leonard  Calvert^  brother  to  the 
lord  proprietor,  was  the  firft  govf*-nor,  and  continued  to 
exercife  his  authority,  till  that  of  the  crown  grew  too 
feeble  to  protect  him  j  and  then  the  parliament  fent  over 
a  governor  of  their  own  **. 

The  Summer- IJIands  which  were  planted  in  the  laft 
reign,  and  fettled  under  a  regular  government  in  the  year 
16 19,  flourifhed  exceedingly,  the  country  being  extreme- 
ly pleafant  and  fruitful,  and  the  air  much  more  wholefome 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Amei'ica  ^.  As  for  the  ifland  of 
Barbadoes^  which  had  been  regularly  planted  about  the 
beginning  of  the  king's  reign,  it  was  granted  to  the  earl 
of  Carli/Jey  who  gave  fuch  encouragement  to  all  who 
were  inclined  to  go  thither,  and  molt  of  thofe  who  went 
became  fo  fpeedily  rich,  that  it  was  quickly  well  peopled, 
and,  even  within  this  period,  was  eileemed  the  moll  po- 
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pulous  of  all  our  plantations '.    TJie  iflands  of  St.  Chrl* 

Jiophgr  and  Nevis  were'^airo  fettled  about  this  tini«.     r  -.  -"^ 

I  am  now  to  take  notice  of  fuch  feamen  as  ilourlfhed 

within  the  compafs  of  this  reigni  and  have  not  hitherto 

been  particularly  mentioned. 
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MEMOIRS  of  Sir  ROBERT  MANSEL. 

SIR  Robert  Manse  l  claims  the  firft  place,  amongfl: 
thefe,  though  the  memoirs  we  have  of  him,  are  far 
from  being  fo  full  as  might  be  wifhcd.  He  was  defcend- 
ed  from  a  very  ancient,  and  now  noble  family  in  (r/tf- 
morginjhire^  being  the  third  fon  of  fir  Edward  ManfeU 
knt.  by  his  wife  the  lady  Jane^  daughter  to  Henry  earl 
of  Worcejler  •.  He  aJdidted  himfelf  early  to  the  fea,  and 
ynder  the  patronage  of  the  famous  lord  Howard  of  Effing- 
ham^ lord  high-admiral  of  England,  came  to  be  a  confi- 
derable  officer  m  the  fleet,  and  in  the  Cadiz  expedition, 
recieved  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  the  t:.rl  of  Ffex  *, 
who  thence  forwai-d  recieved  him  into  his  fpecial  favour; 
and  in  the  JJlnnd-vffyage  he  was  captain  of  the  admiral's 
qwn  fliip  ".  Upon  his  return  he  adhered  to  his  old  patron 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  and  fo  remained  in  queen  Eli- 
zabeth's favour  during  all  her  reign,  in  which  he  was  of- 
ten employed  at  fea,  efpecially  in  the  defence  of  the  coaft, 
and  in  this  fervice  was  remarkably  fuccefsful  ^,  On  the 
acceflion  of  king  James  he  was  continued  in  his  pbft  of 
vice-admiral,  to  which  he  had  been  raifed  by  the  interelt 

of 


'  Ibidt  p.  3.  "  Collin's  Peerage  of  England,  vol.  iv.  p 

269.  *  Camden's  Annals,  p.  726.         "  Sir  William  Mon- 

fdn's  Naval  Trafts,  p;i89.  "    ^  See  Stowe's  Annals,  Cvs 
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of  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  and  remained  in  favour  for  fQ» 
ycral  years.  When  the  lord  high-ad mirars  enemies  had 
fo  far  alienated  his  majefty's  affections  as  to  procure  a  com- 
jniffion  for  reforming  abufes  in  the  navy;  (which  was  c- 
qually  detrimental  to  his  reputation  and  authority)  ,jir 
Robert  Manfel  chofe  rather  to  adhere  to  his  friend,  than 
to  make  court  at  his  expence,  and  with  this  view  advifed 
bis  lordOiip  not  to  fubmit  to  this  commiflion,  for  which 
fir  Robert  was  committed  prifoner  to  the  Marjhalfea,  and 
continued  there  fome  months,  in  the  year  1613*.  In 
confequence  of  this  enquiry,  many  abufes  were  really  dif- 
covered  and  correded  i  fo  that  25,000/.  a  year  were  foon 
after  faved  to  the  crown  ^  -,  from  a  juft  fenfe  of  which,  fir 
Robert  advifed  his  patron  to  refign  his  high  office,  perceiv- 
ing t|iat  he  began  to  out- live  his  abilities,  and  that  his  lon- 
ger continuance  therein  might  be  prejudicial  both  to  tlic 
public  and  himielf,  ;•!;;  .7   ?     .  ,.>  i  / 

To  prevent  the  navy  from  receiving  any  prejudice  by 
the  earl  of  Nottingham's  relignation,  fir  Robert  Man/el 
applied  himfelf  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  whom  he  ad- 
vifed to  obtain  that  office ;  and  when  he  excufed  himfelf 
on  account  of  his  youth  and  want  of  experience,  told 
him  plainly,  why  he  thought  him  fitteft  for  the  place.  He 
obferved,  that  in  time  of  peace  the  bell  fervice  that  could 
be  dqiie  vi'a^  to  repair  the  navy,  and  to  rebuild  fuch  fliip^ 
as  wanted  it  j  and  that  by  applying  himfelf  affiduoully  to 
the  duty  of  his  office,  he  might  acquire  all  the  knowledge 
that  was  neceflary,  before  any  war  (hould  call  him  into 
action.    Thus  the  duke  was  brought  into  the  office  of 

high 


"  Winwood's  Memorials,  vol.  ill.  p.  460.  ^  This  is  affirm* 
ed  by  kii>g  Tames  in  his  f^^eech  to  his  parliament.  A-  D*  1 620,  in 
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Hi 


m 


i 


\m 


w 


Kt\ 


1     1 


15S  MEMOIRS  ^ 

high-adminl  by  the  perfuafion  of  (ir  Robert  Manjefi 
and  upon  very  juft  motives :  neither  was  it  at  all  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  old  mailer;  for  the  earl  of  Nottingham 
bad  a  penfion  of  1000  /.  a  year,  and  the  duke  made  a 
preient  to  the  countefs  of  Nottingham  of  3000  /,  This 
tranfai^tioD  hap^iened  in  161 6,  and  in  confequence  thereof, 
fir  Robirt  Manfel  was  made  vice-admiral  for  life.  The 
duke  by  advice  did  another  thing,  which  was  yttif  com- 
mendable. He  procured  a  commiflion  to  be  granted  to 
feveral  able  and  experienced  perfons  for  the  management 
of  the  navy,  which  had  very  good  effedts :  nay,  there  is 
ftrong  reafon  to  believe,  confidering  the  great  confuHon  in- 
to which  things  afterwards  fell,  that  the  fleet,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  this  commiflion,  would  have  been  abfolutely 
ruined  ;  whereas,  by  the  help  of  it,  it  was  To  well  pre- 
ferved,  that  Buckingham  upon  bis  impeachment  acquitted 
himfelf  better  in  what  related  thereto,  than  in  regard  to 
arty  other  article  *. 

In  1620,  fir  Rohert  Manfel  commanded  the  fleet  fitted 
cut  againft  the  pyrates  of  Algien^  of  which  we  have 
given  an  impartial  account  in  its  proper  place  '.  How- 
ever unfortunate  be  was  in  the  management  of  that  ex- 
pedition, yet  there  feems  to  be  no  reafon  to  apprehend  he 
was  in  any  great  fault.  It  is  admitted,  that  he  advifed  it 
from  a  generous  and  public-fpirited  motive,  the  defire  of 
raifing  the  Englijb  reputation  at  fea,  and  freeing  our  trade 
from  ihe  infults  of  thefe  rovers ;  but  it  feems  he  was  fent 
abroad  with  fo  limitted  a  commiflion,  and  had  fo  many 
raw   and  unexperienced    officers  employed  in   the  •  fleet 

through 


*  See  all  thefe  f.ifts  rtliM,  in  the  duke  of  Buekiogbam's  an- 
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through  the  favour  of  eminent  cxxirtiers,  that  from  thdt 
and  other  croft  acxridents,  he  was  difabled  from  perform* 
ing  what  he  intended,  though  he  did  all  that  was  in  hif 
power,  and  is  on  that  account  commended  by  the  mod 
knowing  writers  of  thofe  times  *.  This  unlucky  aflfair, 
however,  and  perhaps  hi^  declining  in  the  favour  of  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  hindered  him  from  being  employed 
in  the  reign  of  king  Cbarlii  \  and  the  very  neglect  of  him 
is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  errors  therein  ^  He  continued, 
nocwithftanding,  in  pofleflion  of  his  office  of  vice-admiral, 
and  lived  tilt  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars, 
when  he  died  with  the  reputation  of  being  a  great  fea* 
man,  and  a  perfon  of  unblemi(hed  integrity  i  leaving,  fo 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  no  ifTue  '. 

I N  the  courfe  of  this  work,  fir  William  Monfin  has  fre* 
quently  been  mentioned  as  an  admiral,  and  full  as  often 
cited  as  an  author ;  we  (hall  now  take  occaiion  to  throw 
together  fuch  particulars  as  relate  to  him,  and  which  are 
fcattered  in  a  variety  of  books,  in  order  to  preferve,  as  en» 
tire  as  may  be,  the  memory  of  fo  worthy  a  peribn,  and 
of  the  principal  actions  by  him  atchieved  ;  fome  of  which 
he  has  alfo  left  us  recorded  by  his  own  pen. 

MEMOIRS   of  Sir   WILLIAM 
MONSON. 
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H  £  family  of  Manfin  has  been  long  fettled  in  Lsf> 
colnjlnre^  of  which  this  gentleman  was  a  native  •♦ 
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He  was  the  fourth  fon  of  John  Monjati,  Elq;  by  Mary 
daughter  of  fir  Robert  Hufey,  and  was  born  about  the 
year  1569  '.  He  went  very  early  to  fea,  as  himfelf  in- 
forms us,  about  the  beginning  of  the  Spani/h  wars,  and  in 
t}ie  condition  only  of  a  private  man  ;  his  wages,  accord- 
ing to  the  frugality  of  that  time,  being  no  more  than  10  s, 
a  month;  from  whence  he  was  gradually  advanced  to 
the  great  commands  he  afterwards  bore.  His  firft  voyage 
was  in  the  year  1585,  in  which  he  engaged  without  the 
knowledge  either  of  his  father  or  mother,  and  wherein  he 
faw  the  fl^arpeil;  fervicp  he  met  with  throughout  his  life. 
He  was  on  board  a  privateer,  which  was  but  a  fmall  vef- 
fel,  and  in  confort  with  another  ftill  fmallcr.  They  failed 
from  the  Ip  of  tVight  in  the  month  of  Septtmber^  and 
foon  after  came  up  with  a  ftout  Spanijh  (hip  of  300  tons, 
\ycll  rpanned.  Th^  crpw,  I^owever,  of  the  two  priva- 
teers refolved  to  board  her,  which  they  did  towards  eve- 
ning \  but  the  wind  growing  high,  and  the  night  dark, 
their  veflels  fell  off,  and  they  were  left  on  board  the  Spa- 
tti^rds.  The  fight  continued  all  night,  with  variety  of 
fuccefs ;  but  at  laft,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  the  Spa- 
fiiards  8  yielded.  In  1587,  he  had  the  command  of  a 
(hip,  and  was  employed  afterwards  throughout  the  whole 
reign  of  the  queen. 

In  the  year  1589,  he  ferved  as  vice-admiral  in  the 
earl  of  Cumberland's  fleet,  and  did  excellent  fervice ;  but 
withal  endured  fuch  hardftiips  as  brought  upon  him  a  fit 
of  ficknefs,  which  detained  him  in  England  a  whole  year". 
In  159 1,  he  ferved  again  under  the  command  of  the  earl 
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of  Cumberland,  when  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  remained  a  prifoner  near  two  years  ** 
This  did  not  difcourage  him  from  afting  under  the  carl 
again,  as  foon  almoft  as  he  had  recovered  his  liberty,  in 
the  year  1593  ^.  In  the  famous  expedition  to  Cadiz,  in 
the  year  1596,  he  was  captain  of  the  Repulfe,  the  carl  of 
EJJex*^  own  (hip,  to  whom  he  did  great  fervice,  by  his 
wife  and  moderate  counfel,  and  was,  therefore  very  de- 
fervedly  knighted  '.  In  the  IJland-vt^age  he  commanded 
the  Rainbow  ;  and  if  the  earl  of  EJfex  had  then  followed 
the  informations  he  gave  him,  ne  had  certainly  taken  moflr. 
of  the  SpamJI)  galleons  ".  In  1599,  he  had  the  command 
of  the  Defiance  in  the  Downs,  and  in  1 602,  being  vice- 
admiral,  he  had  the  good  luck  to  take  a  great  carrack  of 
1600  tons,  which  with  its  cargo  was  worth  ?  million  of 
pieces  of  eight ".  In  1602  he  was  at  fea  again,  and  had 
the  command  of  a  fcj'j'tdron,  in  which,  though  he  per- 
formed no  great  fervice,  yet  he  brought  it  home  fafely 
through  many  perils '.  I  have  not  gone  into  the  parti- 
culars of  thefe  fervices,  becaufe  they  have  been  all  of  them 
treated  at  large  in  the  former  volume,  and  with  due  re- 
fpedl  to  the  accounts  given  of  them  by  this  gentfeman  in 
his  writings;  fo  that  to  have  entered  into  the  circum- 
ftances  of  them  here,  would  have  involved  us  in  nced- 
lefs  repetitions. 

At  the  acceffion  of  king  James,  no  feaman  appeared 
to  have  a  fairer  title  to  his  favour  than  fir  IViUiam  Mou- 
fon^    whofe  attachment  to  his  intereft  had    engaged  the 

lords 


*  Ibid- p.  179,  &  504. 

184.  m  Ibid.  p.  1 89. 

Elizabeth,  vol.  i.  p  4*}.. 
Trafts,  p.  189. 
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Fords  of  the  privy- council  to  place  an  extraordinary  confi- 
dence in  his  management  of  the  fleet,  of  which  we  have 
before  raicen  notice  ^.  It  does  not,  however  appear,  that 
fir  H^itiam  throughout  the  courfe  of  that  reign,  received 
any  extraordinary  gratifications,  but  rather  the  contrary* 
He  had  the  charge  of  the  narrow  feas  for  t^velve  years, 
that  is,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  1604,  to  the 
year  16 16,  in  which  time  he  did  remarkable  fervice  1, 
in  fupporting  the  honour  of  the  Efjglijh  flag  againft  the 
encroachments  of  the  Duteh  and  French^  and  in  his  re- 
markable voyage  round  Grea^Britain  and  Inland^  to  fcour 
the  Teas  of  nyrates,  of  which  likewise  we  have  given  an 
account  in  its  proper  place  '. 

After  fo  many  and  fo  great  fervlces  rendered  to  the 
crown,  and  fo  many  years  fpent  in  duty  to  his  country, 
Hr  TPtlliam  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  difgrace,  and 
to  find  all  that  he  had  done,  and  all  that  he  had  advifed, 
which  perhaps  was  of  no  lefs  confequence,  mifunderftood, 
and  turned  to  his  difad vantage.  As  this  is  the  mofl  re- 
markable part  of  his  perfonal  hiftory,  fo  it  feems  to  de- 
fer ve  our  and  the  reader's  attention  on  another  account^ 
I  mean  the  relation  it  has  to  the  ftate  of  maritime  affairi 
in  thofe  daysi  and,  therefore,  I  (ball  give  as  clnr  and 
concife  an  account  thereof  as  I  can.  It  is  a  very  dangerous 
thing  either  to  offend  the  great,  or  incur  the  diflike  of  the 
many.  Sir  PVilliam  Mtnfon  was  fo  unlucky  to  run  into 
both  thefe  misfortunes ;  the  former  he  incurred  through  a 
defire  of  ferving  his  country,  and  the  latter  by  his  zeal  In 
difcharglng  his  duty  on  a  ticklidi  occafion.     His  great 

knowledge 


'  Naval  Hifiory  of  king  James  in  this  vol.  p.  3,  4. 
J'— 14.  f  Ibid.  p.  15. 
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knowledge  in  maritime  affain,  and  the  confidence  which 
the  feamcn  had  in  him,  brought  to  his  view  moft  of  the 
grievances  in  the  navy,  which  he  honedly  laboured  to  re- 
drefs.  This  gave  rife  to  a  commiflion  for  that  purpofe, 
that  has  been  often  mentioned,  and  that  commiflion  gave 
great  diftade  to  the  earl  of  Nottingham^  then  lord  high- 
admiral,  and  to  thofe  who  under  him  had  the  chief  ma- 
nagement  of  the  fleer.  It  went  on  notwith(lan<]ing,  m 
great  reformation  was  made,  and  the  king  faved  abun> 
dance  of  money  in  this  article ;  which,  however,  did  not 
leflen  the  fpleen  conceived  againft  fir  Jf^illiam  Mcnfin^  Ux 
having  fet  this  defign  on  foot  •.  The  other  accident 
which  hurt  him  with  the  people  was  this:  the  lady  Ars- 
bella  having  made  her  efcape,  orders  were  fent  to  fir  ff^V- 
Ham  Monfon  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  her  getting  either  in- 
to France  or  Flanders ;  and  though  he  did  not  roceiire 
thefe  orders  till  twenty-four  hours  after  her  departure,  yet 
he  executed  them  moll  effe'^ually,  and  re-took  her  in  a 
bark  bound  for  Calais^  within  four  miles  of  that  place  *. 
This  was  the  fame  lady  concerning  whom  fo  much  wxSk 
had  been  made  in  the  bufiiiefs  of  fir  Walter  Ralegh\  plot  ; 
and  as  ^e  was  a  great  obje^  of  popular  pity,  (b  upoo 
this  occafion  many  flrange  ftories  were  circulated,  which 
ferved  to  raife  the  odium  for  retaking  her ;  though  it  was 
his  duty,  and  what  the  court  ought  to  have  looked  upoo 
as  an  important  fervice ".    The  Dutch  too,  who  wcie 

angry 


•  Rafhworth's  Collections,  Frankland's  Anrals,  Lediard's  Na- 
val Hiltory.  '  Winwoid's  Memorials,  vol.  iii.  p-  380 
This  lady  is  in  mod  of  our  hillorians  called  the  lady  Arabella,  but 
in  the  proclam;ftton  publifhed  upon  her  flight,  and  which  is  ex, 
tanc  in  Rymer's  Fccdera,  vol.  xvi,  p.  710,  Ihe  is  lliled  th«  Ifidy 
Arbella,  and  fo  ihe  wiote  her  name.  "  ^;cc  the  intrcUuAioa  v» 
the  zd  book  ui  hi>  Nav;U  TuOs. 
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angry  with  him  for  his  condu(5t  in  the  narrow  feas,  found 
means  to  do  hin^.  ill  offices;  fo  that  upon  fome  very  flight 
pretences  he  was  committed  clofe  prifonef  to  the  Tczvtr 
in  1616'^:  but  after  he  had  been  examined  by  the  chief 
juftice  Coie  and  fecrctary  ff^nwood,  he  was  difcharged ;  and 
he  afterwards  wrote  a  large  vindication  of  his  condu(5l» 
while  admiral  in  the  narrow  feas. 

He  very  foon  recove- i  his  credit;  for  ih  1617,  we. 
iind  him  called  to  council,  in  order  to  give  his  opinion, 
how  the  Jlgerines  might  be  bed  reduced  *.  In  the  fuc- 
ceeding  reign,  of  which  we  are  now  fpcaking,  he  had  like- 
wife  a  great  interelt,  and  his  advice  was  afked  in  all  mari- 
time affairs ;  but,  as  he  differed  in  opinion  from  thoie 
who  were  then  in  pofle'^on  of  power  and  favour,  and  as 
he  cenfured  the  expedition  to  Rhee^  and  that  againft  Cadiz, 
we  need  not  wonder  thai  he  was  not  employed  y.  Yet  in 
1635,  when  the  king  came  to  have  better  notion^  of  things, 
and  to  be  truly  concerned  for  his  fovereignty  of  the  feas, 
fir  ff^illiam  Monfon  was  appointed  vice-admiral  of  the  fleet, 
commanded  by  the  earl  of  Lindfey ;  which  efFedtually  vin- 
dicated the  king's  honour,  and  the  rights  of  the  nation  *, 
After  this  he  fpent  his  days  in  privacy  and  peace,  and 
about  the  year  1640 ',  compofed  that  work  of  his,  of 
which  we  have  made  fo  great  ufe,  and  of  which,  cori- 
fidering  its  fubjeft,  I  think  it  cannot  be  amifs  to  give  a 
ihort  account. 

I T  is  divided  into  fix  books,  all  on  differs  X  fubjefls,  and 
yet  all  equally  curious  and  inftrudtive.  The  firft  book  is,^ 

ffir 


""  Camden's  Annals  of  kjng  James,  in  Kenncfs  Compleat  Hi- 
ftory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  646.  ^  S.r  '/Villiam  Moafon's  Na- 
val Tracts,  p.  250'  '  Ib:d.  p.  2s8,--i77.  »  Ibid,  r- 29b. 
•  ibid.  p.  29.5.  ^,-^     , 
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for  the  moft  part,  a  colle<flion  of  every  year's  anions  in 
the  wars  againft  Spain^  on  our  own,  upon  the  Spdfiijh  coaWs, 
and  in  the  IVeJi-Indies.  A  brief  narrativj ,  for  no  more  is 
faid,  but  the  force  they  were  unHertaken  with,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  enierprize:  yet  the  defign  is  to  (hew  the  rea- 
fonsj  either  why  they  mifcarried,  or  why  fo  I.ttlc  advan- 
tage was  made  where  they  luceeeded.  In  fome  he  is  more 
particular  than  in  others;  andj  what  perhaps  may  be  (lili 
of  ufe,  he  at  laft  fets  down  the  abufes  in  the  fleet,  and  the 
methods  for  redrelTmg  them.  His  fecond  book  continues 
fomewhat  of  the  method  of  the  firi^,  beginning  with  fa- 
therly inftrudions  to  his  fon  i  whence  he  proceeds  to  the 
peace  with  Spain^  which  puts  an  end  to  the  warlike  nav.l 
adionc,  yet  not  to  his  command,  being  after  vards  em- 
ployed againfl  pyrates.  He  inveighs  againft  the  Dutch, 
fhews  the  ill  management  of  a  defign  againft  /iigier,  and 
makes  very  curious  remarks  on  the  attem;)t  upon  Cudiz, 
by  king  Charles  the  firft;  propofing  methods  how  ^pain 
might  have  been  much  more  endangered  j  w  ith  other  par- 
ticulars about  the  (hipping  of  England,  and  fovereignty  of 
the  feas.  The  third  book  only  treats  of  the  admiralty ; 
that  is,  of  all  things  relating  to  the  royal  navy,  from  the 
lord  high-admiral,  to  the  meaneft  perfon  employed  afljore, 
and  to  the  cabin-boys  at  Tea  ;  and  from  a  compleat  fleet  to 
the  fmalleft  veflel ;  and  the  part  of  it  j  with  inftrutlions 
for  all  officers,  the  fize  of  all  forts  of  guns,  all  kinds  of  al- 
lowances on  board  the  king's  (hips,  and  excellent  direc- 
tions for  fighting  at  fea ;  an  account  of  all  the  harbours"  in 
thefe  three  kingdoms,  with  many  other,  and  thofe  impor- 
tant matters,  for  thofe  times,  accurately  handled.  The 
fourth  book  is  of  different  nature  from  any  of  the  reft,  be- 
ing a  brief  coUedlion  of  Spanifl)  and  Portugueze  difcuveries, 
and  conquefts  in  /Ifrica,  Afia,  and  America  ^  with  fome 
Vol.  11.  L  yoyaget 
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voyages  round  the  world,  and  fomewhat  of  Englijb  and 
French  plantations.  The  fifth  book  is  full  of  projects  and 
fchemes  for  managing  affairs  at  fea,  to  the  heft  advantage 
for  the  nation.  The  fixth,  and  laft,  treats  of  fifhing,  to 
(hew  the  infinite  addition  of  wealth  and  ftrength  it  would 
bring  to  England  \  with  fuch  inOru^ions  as  are  neceHary 
for  putting  fuch  a  defign  in  execution  •». 

The  writing  and  collecting  thefe  pieces,  were  the  laft 
effbris  of  his  genius ;  for  he  died  in  the  month  of  Februa' 
ry  1642,  being  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  at  KynnerJUy  in 
Surry ^  the  place  he  had  chofen  ^'^  his  retirement,  and 
where  he  left  a  numerous  pofterity  *. 

A  s  for  fir  John  Pennington^  fir  Henry  Marom^  and  fome 

other  feamen  who  rofe  in  this  reign  to  be  admirals,  we 

meet  with  nothing  relating  to  them  of  importance  enough 

to  dcferve  the  attention  of  the  reader,  or  which  can  any 

way  tend  to  the  enlightning  this  part  of  our  hiftory ;  and 

therefore,    we  (hall  conclude  our  account  of  this  reign, 

with  a  lift  of  the  (hips  added  to  the  royal  navy  by  king 

CharUi  I.  «•. 

Ships.        Men  in 
Ten  Whelpi 

The  Henrietta  Pinnace 
The  Mary  Pinnace 
The  CharUi 
The  Henrietta- Maria 
The  James 
The  Victory 
The  Leopard 
The  Swallow 
The  Sovereign 


harbour. 

Men  at  fea. 

3 

60,  fome  7« 

3 

25 

3 

25 

9 

250 

9 

250 

9 

260 

9 

250 

I 

170 
150 

CHAP. 

"  Thefe  trads  arc  printed  in  the  3d  volunie  of  Churchiirs  col- 
]e£lion  of  voyages.  It  is  very  plain  irom  the  prefaces  and  dedica- 
tions, that  the  author  intended  them  for  tiie  prefs,  though  he  did 
not  live  to  publi(h  them.  *  Collin3*s  peerage  of  Engl.md,  vol.  iv. 
p.  342.       ^  Sir  William  Monfon^s  naval  trails,  p.  277. 
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rhe  Naval  Hificry  of  GREAT-BRITAIN, 
from  the  breaking  out  of  the  cilU  war  to 
the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  compre- 
hending an  account  of  all  the  Jlruggles 
between  king  and  parliament  for  the  com^ 
mand  of  the  fleet,  the  revolt  of  part  of  it 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  the  Dutch  war,  the 
difputes  with  France,  the  war  with  Spain  ; 
and  the  memoirs  of  fuch  famous  feamen  as 
JlouriJJoed  within  this  fpace  of  time^ 

HEN  the  difputes  between  king  Charles  L 
and  his  parliamentj  were  grown  to  fuch  st 
height,  that  both  parties  thought  the  fliorteft 
and  moft  efFedlual  method  of  deciding  them 
was  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fword,  it  was 
natural  for  them  to  be  extremely  follicitous  about  the  fleets 
for  many  reafons  j  and  for  this  particularly*  that  whoever 
was  mafter  of  that,  would  bq  confidered  as  ihe  fupreme 
power  by  foreign  princes  '*  The  carl  of  Noi'thumberland 
was  at  this  time  lord  high-admiral:  the  king  had  given  him 
that  commilTion,  to  fatisfy  the  houfe  of  commons,  who 

L  2  had 


*  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs,  p  l\j. 
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had  a  confidence  in  him  -,  and  had  granted  it  during  plea* 
fure  only,  becaufe  hii  intention  was  to  confer  thai  office  on 
his  fon  the  duke  of  Tor^,  as  foon  as  he  became  of  age  ^ 
Sir  Rohert  Manfel  was  vice-admiral  of  England  \  a  gentle- 
man very  loyal,  but  withal,  far  in  years.  Sir  John  Pen' 
nington  wns  vice-admiral  of  the  fleet  then  in  the  De"  xs, 
and  fir  John  Mennes  was  rear-admiral ;  both  well  affett  ;d 
to  his  majefty.  The  parliament,  however,  having  form- 
ed a  prnjcft  of  difpofleffing  the  king  of  his  fleet,  executed 
it  fuccefsfully ;  notwithftanding  thefe  circumftances  fo  fa- 
vourable for  his  majefty,  and  though  he  had  the  affedions 
of  the  feamen,  whofe  wages  he  had  raifed,  and  for  whom 
he  had  always  fliewn  a  very  particular  cfteem  ".  This  was 
one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  things  they  did,  was  of  the 
utmoll  confequence  to  their  affairs,  and  therefore  we  (hall 
give  a  fliort  and  impariial  account  of  the  fteps  they  took  to 
accomplifli  it. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year,  1641,  the  parliament  defi- 
red,  that  is,  in  effed  direded,  the  earl  of  Northumberland^ 
to  provide  a  ftrong  fleet  for  the  nation's  fecurity  by  fea,  and 
appropriated  a  proper  fimd  for  this  fervice.  They  next  dc- 
lired,  that  he  would  appoint  the  earl  of  Warwick  admiral 
of  thai  fleet,  on  account  of  his  ov/n  indifpofftion,  which 
rendered  it  impoifible  for  him  to  command  in  perfon  ''. 
The  king  took  this  ill,  and  infilled  on  fir  John  Penning' 
ion's  keeping  his  command  j  but  the  earl  had  fo  mucii  re- 
fpedt  to  the  pHrliament's  recommendation,  that  he  ordered 

the 


^  Clarenilon's  hiftory  of  the  rpbellion,  p,  157,  the  Oxford  edi- 
tion in  folio  1732.  "^  Clarendon,  ubi  fupra.  Sir  Philip  War- 
wick's memoirs,  Heath's  chronicle,  Whitlock,  Kennet,  Echard, 
Rapin.  ^  Clarendon,  ubi  fupra.  Hift.  of  ihe  revolutions  in 
En-iand  by  Father  d'Orleans,  Warwick's  memoirs,  Echard, 
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Ae  fleet  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  earl  of  If^arwUk^  and 
granted  him  a  commiflion  to  command  it,  as  by  his  own 
he  had  po\l?^  to  do.     This  was  one  great  point  gained. 
The  parliament  then  would  have  made  captain  Cartwrighty 
comptroller  of  the  navy,  vice-admiral  in  the  room  o^  fir 
'John  Pennington ;  but  he  refufing  tp  undertake  this  fervice, 
without  the  king's  permiflion,  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to 
ii^nify  his  pleafure,  that  he  Ihould  decline  it ;  which  he  did, 
and  the  parliament  thereupon  appointed  one  Batten^  vice- 
admiral,  who  was  remarkably  difafFedted  towards  the  king ; 
and  their  orders  being  complied  with,  the  fleet  in  the  fpring 
of  1642,  fell  into  their  hands,  though  the  king  was  perfua- 
ded  in  his  mind,  that  he  could  at  any  time  recover  it,  which 
was  the  true  reafon  of  his  not  removing  the  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland from  his  high  oflice  *.     It  was  not  long  before 
he  had  good  reafon  to  change  his  opinion  ;  for  the  queen, 
fending  his  majefty  a  fmall  fupply  UomHoUand,  in  The  Pro- 
vidence, the  only  fhip  tlie  king  had  left,  the  Iliips  from  the 
Downs  chafed  it  into  the  Humbert  and  forced  the  captain 
to  run  it  afhore.     Upon  this,  the  king  refolved  to  attempt 
feizing  the  fleet ;  and  the  defign,  had  it  been  executed  as 
well  as  it  was  laid,  might  very  probably  have  taken  efted ; 
but  through  the  mifmanagement  of  fir  John  Pennington  it 
mifcarried,  and  ferved  only  to  defeat  the  king's  hopes  for 
the  future,  by  affording  the  earl  of  IVanvick  an  oppitnu- 
nity  of  removing  all  the  king's  friends,  which  he  had  long 
wanted,  and  now  made  the  utmoll  ule  of  it  polfiMe  ^ 

The  parliament,  as  they  had  difcovered  ^aeat  care  and 
induftry  in  fecuring,  I'j  they  fhewcd  no  Icfs  wifdom  in  the 
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conduft  of  the  fleet,  which  they  always  kept  in  good  or^ 
derand  '.veil  paid.  In  1643,  vice-admiral  Batten,  having 
intelligence,  that  the  qaeen  intended  to  go  by  fea  from  Hal- 
landy  into  the  north  of  England,  he  did  his  utmoft  to  inter- 
cept her,  though  on  board  a  Dutch  man  of  war.  This 
proving  inefFedual,  he  chafed  the  (hip  into  Burlington-Bay  i 
and  when  the  queen  was  landed,  having  intelligence  that 
ftie  was  lodged  in  a  houfe  upon  the  key,  he  fired  upon  it, 
fo  that  many  of  the  fhot  went  through  her  chanaber,  and 
(he  was  obliged,  though  very  much  indifpofed,  to  retire  for 
flielrer,  or  raiher  for  fafety,  into  the  open  fields  s.  This 
fervice,  which  was  performed  in  the  month  of  February^ 
was  very  grateful  to  the  parliament,  becaufe  it  Ihewed  how 
much  the  officers  of  the  fleet  at  lead,  were  in  their  intereft. 
In  the  month  of  September,  in  the  fame  year,  they  fent 
their  orders  to  the  carl  of  tf^arwick,  to  attempt  the  relief  of 
Exeter,  which  he  performed  with  great  zeal,  but  with  in-^ 
diftereni  fuccefs  j  for  failing  up  the  river,  which  runs  by 
the  walls  of  the  town,  in  hopes  of  conveying  fuccour  thai 
way  into  the  place,  he  found  fome  works  thrown  up  on 
the  (here,  which  hindered  him  fronra  difturbing  the  befie- 
gt-rs  r<>  much  as  he  expected :  and  yet  lying  there  too  long 
with  this  view,  the  tide  falling,  he  was  forced  to  l^ave 
three  of  his  (hips  behind  him  ;  two  of  which  were  taken, 
and  the  third  burnt  in  his  prefence  ^  He  did,  however, 
great  I'ervice  on  the  coaft  of  Devonjhire,  fecured  Plymouth 
and  other  places,  and,  all  the  time  he  commanded,  kept 
the  fleet  firm  to  the  parliament  ^ 

So 
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S  o  long  as  the  prcfbytcrian  party  were  uppermoft,  all 
affairs  relating  to  the  navy  went  on  fmoothly.  The 
earl  of  Warwick  was  entirely  devoted  to  them,  and  fp 
were  all  the  officers  by  him  appointed.  Every  fummer  a 
flout  fquadron  was  fitted  out  to  ferve  as  occafion  required, 
and  by  this  means  the  trade  of  the  nation  was  tollerably  pro- 
tected ^  But  in  the  year  1648,  when  the  independants 
came  by  their  intrigues  to  prevail,  things  took  a  new  turn, 
and  it  was  refolved  to  remove  the  earl  of  fVarwick  from 
his  command,  notwithftanding  the  fervices  he  had  per- 
formed, and  to  make  colonel  Rain/borough  admiral.  This 
gentleman  had  been  bred  a  feaman,  and  was  the  fon  of 
a  commander  of  diftindtion ;  but  had  for  fome  time  ferved 
as  an  officer  in  the  parliament-army,  and  was  then  a  co- 
lonel of  '^oot.  When  this  news  came  to  the  fleet  in  the 
DownSj  it  put  the  feamen  into  great  confuiion,  and  their 
officers,  the  earl  of  Warwick  and  vice-admiral  Batten^ 
were  fo  little  pleafed  wiih  the  ufage  they  had  met  with, 
that  inftead  of  foftening,  they  augmented  their  difcon- 
tents ;  infomuch^  that  ihey  feized  upon  Rainjborough^  and 
fuch  ofFcers  as  adhered  to  him,  fet  them  on  (bore,  and 
refolved  to  fail  over  to  Holland^  in  order  to  take  on  board 
the  duke  of  York,  whom  they  called  their  admiral ;  be- 
caufe  the  king's  intention  of  making  him  fo,  was  a  thing 
generally  known '.  Though  the  king  was  then  a  prifoner, 
and  his  affairs  reduced  to  a  very  low  ebb,  yet,  if  this  re- 
volt of  the  fleet  had  been  properly  managed,  it  might 
have  had  very  happy  effedts :  but  as  it  was  conducted,  it 
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js  fcarcc  poffible  to  conceive  how  little  advantage  was 
drawn  from  an  accident  which  promifcd  fo  much.  It  is 
true,  the  paili.micnt,  upon  the  firft  intimation  of  'the 
growing  diluffe'tljon  among  the  feamen,  had  directed  but 
half  the  ufual  proyifions  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet.  This 
mif^ht  have  been  .eafily  remedied,  conlidering  that  Kent 
was  in  arms  for  the  king,  and  many  of  its  inhabitants 
went  on  board  the  fleet,  in  order  to  do  him  all  the  fervice 
they  cnuiJ.  The  great  misfortune  was,  that  this  ftrange 
turn  was  entirely  concerted  by  the  feamen  ;  fo  that  when 
they  declared  for  the  king,  they  had  very  few  officers  a- 
mong  them  ;  and  as  they  were  litik  inclined  to  u(e  the 
advice  of  any  who  were  not  of  their  own  profeflion, 
there  was  a  j^o^d  deal  of  time  loft  before  they  pofitively  re» 
f(  Ived  what  to  do,  which  gave  the  parliament  an  oppor- 
tunity of  recovering  themtelves  from  the  confternaiion  in- 
to which  this  unexpefted  event  had  thrown  them ;  and 
the  firft  refolulion  they  took  was  a  very  wife  one,  wz.  the 
rcftoring  the  earl  of  IVarwick  to  his  title  and  command, 
fending  him  orders  to  draw  together  a  fleet  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible ». 

This  revoUed  fleet  (if  we  can  properly  call  it  fo) 
which  at  laft  failed  for  Calais^  confifted  of  feventecn  good 
fliips ;  and  for  the  prefent  the  parliament  had  nothing  near 
the  fame  force  to  oppofe  them ".  They  left  a  (hip  riding 
before  the  place  laft  mentioned,  to  receive  the  prince  of 
TVcJeSy  and  then  proceeded  for  Holland,  Soon  after,  boti; 
the  prince  and  the  duke  came  on  board,  with  many  per- 
fons  of  quality,  who  were  now  abroad  with  them  in  exile. 

Inftead 
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Inftead  of  confidering  what  fervice  the  fleet  might  beft  be 
employed  in,  thofe  who  were  about  the  princes  fell  into 
intrigues  for  obtaining  the  command,  and  the  contending 
parties  filling  the  feamen's  heads  with  very  different  ftories, 
that  fpirit  of  loyally  was  quickly  extinguiflied,  which  had 
induced  them  to  take  this  extraordinary  ftep**.  In  the 
midft  of  thefe  difputes,  admiral  Batten  came  in  with  the 
Conjiant  Warwick,  one  of  the  beft  fliips  in  the  parliament 
navy,  and  feveral  feamen  of  note.  The  prince  of  IValti 
upon  this  occafion  took  a  very  wife  rcfolution  :  he  knighted 
Batten,  and  made  him  rear-admiral,  his  brother  the  duke 
of  York  having  before  made  the  lord  WtMoughhy  of  Par- 
ham,  who  was  alfo  a  new  convert  from  the  parliament- 
party,  vice-admiral  p.  As  the  fleet  confifted  now  of  about 
twenty  fail,  it  was  judged  proper  to  enter  upon  aftior,  and 
two  fchemes  were  propofcd :  the  firft  was,  to  fail  to  the 
JJle  of  Wight,  to  refcue  the  king,  which  might  certainly 
have  been  effedled  ;  the  other,  to  enter  the  river  of  Thames^ 
in  r>rder  to  awe  the  city  of  London,  by  interrupting  their 
trade ;  and  to  infeeble  the  parliament,  by  hindring  their 
fupplies  of  feamen  from  the  outward-bound  (hips :  which 
fcheme  was  thought  the  moft  prafticable,  or  perhaps  the 
moft  profitable,  and  was  therefore  immediately  carried  in- 
to execution  '^.  '  •  .  . 
The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize  was  in  the  beginning 
very  favourable ;  and  on  their  coming  into  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  the  prince's  fleet  took  abundance  of  rich  prizes, 
particularly  a  (hip  laden  with  cloth  bound  for  Rotterdam, 
wor^h  40,000  /.    Soon  after  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with 

the 
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the  city,  which  ended  at  lad  in  a  compofition  for  his 
prizes  \  The  earl  of  Warwuk  in  the  mean  while  had 
fitted  out  a  ftrong  fleet  at  Portfmouthy  with  which  became 
into  the  Downs^  and  anchored  within  fight  of  the  prince. 
Great  endeavours  were  ufed  on  both  fides  to  draw  over 
each  other's  feamen,  but  to  no  great  purpofe  j  at  laft,  the 
prince  refolved  to  engage  the  enemy,  which  he  attempted, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  Ihifting  of  the  wind,  and  then 
provifions  falling  fliort,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  fail  for 
the  coaft  of  Hollandy  where  the  fleet  arrived  fafely  ;  but 
thofe  who  fliould  have  commanded  them  were  divided  in 
opinion,  and  in  fuch  confufion  among  themfelves,  that  no 
new  c  jurfe  could  be  refolved  on  •.  The  earl  of  War^ 
wiciy  who  fufpedfed  what  would  happen,  and  knew  they 
could  meet  with  no  fupplies  of  money  to  enable  them  to 
pay  the  fleet,  fc Mowed  them  in  their  retreat,  and  fent  to 
the  Hates  of  Holland^  requiring  them  to  oblige  certain 
ihips,  which  bad  revolted  from  the  parliament  of  Eng* 
landy  to  put  to  fea. 

The  ftates  were  very  much  emSarrafled  in  forming  a 
refolution  what  to  do  in  this  critical  juntlure :  they  were 
unwilling  to  break  with  the  parliament's  admiral ;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  it  would  have  been  a  reproach  to  ihem, 
to  have  fufFcred  the  prince  of  IFales  to  be  infulted  on 
their  coafts,  and  in  their  harbours.  In  the  mean  time, 
bo:h  parlies  being  excited  by  hatred  as  well  ■as  neceflity  to 
fighr,  it  was  difficult  to  prevent  it :  DOth  fides  at  firft  flat- 
tered themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  a  victory,  becaufe  both 
fides  were  perfuaded  the  fhips  of  their  antagonift  would 

defert 


'  Carendon's  Hiiln.y.  p  5./).  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  176.  Co- 
lumna  Rolbati,  p  ;•  6     vv  u  iiuck,  Rapin.  »  Clarendon's 

liulu  y,  p  537. 


During  the  Civil  War.  155 

defcrt  and  come  over  to  them.  The  firft  (lep  the  ftaies 
took,  was  to  give  orders  to  the  admiralty  of  Rotterdam^ 
to  fit  out  every  (hip  they  had,  with  all  poflible  expedition, 
and  to  fall  down  the  river  to  prevent  the  two  fleets  com- 
ing to  an  engagement.  In  the  mean  time,  they  tent 
four  deputies  on  board  the  two  admirals,  to  beg  of  them 
in  the  name  of  the  ilates,  not  to  undertake  any  thing  on 
their  coafts,  and  in  the  very  fight  of  their  harbours,  which 
might  atfed  the  fovereignty  of  their  republic. 

The  prince  of  Walei  was  the  mod  tradable,  becaufe 
his  failors,  being  badly  paid,  deferted  ;  and  even  fome  of 
his  (hips  and  officers,  which  had  To  lately  left  the  parlia- 
ment to  go  over  to  him,  had  now  left  him,  and  took  part 
with  their  old  mafters  again.  He  had  only  fourteen  (hips 
Itft,  ^tx'j  poorly  equipped,  with  which  he  retired  under 
the  cannon  of  Hilvoety  to  avoid  an  engagement  or  infult 
inftead  of  offering  any  '. 

The  earl  of  iVarwick  upon  this  began  to  talk  in  a 
higher  drain,  infixing  that  fuch  as  were  on  board  this  fleet 
were  deferters,  and  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  him  j  but 
at  laft,  finding  that  there  was  little  good  to  be  done  he 
put  to  fea,  and  returned  home ;  after  which  the  fleet  was 
put  abfolutely  under  the  command  of  prince  Rupert^  who 
determined  as  foon  as  he  had  the  command  to  carry  on  a 
pyratical  war :  and  thus  this  extraordinary  accident,  which 
properly  managed,  might  have  been  a  means  of  preferv- 
ing  the  king  and  kingdom,  turned  to  no  advantage  to  the 
former,  and  proved  of  infinite  detriment  to  the  latter,  as 
it  divided  the  naval  force,  and  rendered  precarious  the 
(radt  of  the  nation.    Thefe  tranfaflions  happened  between 
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the  latter  end  of  July  1648,  and  the  c/ofe  of  the  fame 
year,  about  which  time  prince  Rupert  left  the  Dutch  coaft, 
in  owkr  to  repair  to  Ireland.  In  this  fcheme  he  luccecd- 
cii  happily,  taking  many  prizes  in  his  paflage,  and  arri- 
ving l.if'cly  at  Lift  in  the  port  of  Kin/ale  ". 

The  parliament,  however,  had  now  recovered  their 
fovcrcigtity  at  i'ca,  where  they  kept  fuch  ftrong  fquadrons 
continu.lly  cruifing,  that  it  was  not  thought  advileable  for 
king  Chiirlcs  II.  to  venfurc  his  perfon  on  that  clement, 
in  <  rJer  to  go  to  Ireland^  where  his  pref(  nee  was  necef- 
jaiy  "'.  Yrt  the  earl  of  IVarwick,  who  had  ferved  them 
16  faithiully,  and  wiih  fuch  luccels,  was  removed  from 
the  command  of  the  fleet,  wh'ch  was  put  into  the  hands 
of  land  officers,  fuch  ;s  Blake  and  Popham^  who,  not- 
withftanding,  behaved  wtl,  quickly  gained  the  love  of 
the  failors,  and  grew  in  a  (hort  time  kn.)wing  feamen  thcm- 
fclvcs  \  As  for  princt'  kupe>  /,  he  continued  cruifing  and 
making  prizes,  throughout  the  grcatcft  part  of  the  year 
1649  y,  while  the  war  continued  hot  in  Ireldnd\  but 
things  taking  a  new  turn  there,  entirely  in  the  parliament's 
favour,  orders  were  given  by  the  parliament  to  their  ad- 
mirals Blaks  and  Popham^  to  block  up  ihe  prince's  fqua- 
dron  in  the  por»  of  Kinfale^  which  they  accordingly  did, 
and  reduced  ihcm  to  luc;  ^^v^'^emives,  that  his  men  began 
to  defcrt  in  great  numbers  •  fo  that  finding  his  ctfe  defpe- 
rate,  the  whole  kirigdum  of  Ireland  111  \  m  inner  con- 
<]uertd,  all  hopes  of  fuccour  loft,  and  very  mdifFerent 
terms  to  be  hoped  for  from  the  conquerors;  he  at  laft  took 
•A.  defpcrate  refolution  of  forcing  a  paflage  through  the  ene- 
my's 
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my's  fleet,  which  lie  effcded  on  the  twcnty-foutth  of 
O^h'jer^  with  the  Inls,  however,  ot  three  (hips,  and  To 
failed  away  to  the  coilt  of  France  ',  wliere  he  conti:  ued 
to  obltrudt  the  EngHJh  trade,  and  to  make  prize  of  luch 
Ihips  as  fell  in  hi  way,  adinji;  cntiidy  on  his  own  he;iJ, 
and  without  aflcing  or  receiving  any  di-^edlions  from  the 
king. 

Prince  Rupert^  after  he  h.id  made  his  cfcapc,  in  the 
minner  we  have  beloie  related,  our  of  the  harbour  of 
Kin/ale^  refolvcJ  iii  fail  info  the  ^Wifi'///^rr^//;/'tf// ;  but  with 
w'.:dt  other  view  than  that  of  caiiymu;  on  his  old  trade 
of  priva[t?erin;/,  does  not  appear  \  When  he  cime  upon 
the  cuait  of  Spuin^  Ins  fleet  fuffcred  exccedr  g'y  by  a 
ftc-rm,  which  drove  five  of  his  Ihifis  into  the  port  ot  Car- 
tbagenay  where  they  were  very  ill  treated  by  the  Spiifii- 
ardiy  who  plundt-red  two'  of  the  fliips,  and  comptlled 
many  of  (he  men  to  enter  againft  their  will  into  their  fer- 
vicc  ".  A  fleet  belv)nging  to  the  parliament,  under  the 
command  of  Hake  and  Popham^  arrived  foon  after  at  St. 
AnderOy  and  the  farmer  of  thofe  admirals  wrote  from 
thence  a  letter  in  ftrong  terms  to  the  king  of  Spain^  de- 
manding that  both  fliips  and  men,  in  cafe  any  of  prince 
Ruperf%  were  in  his  power,  fli ould  be  delivered  up;  with 
threats  in  cale  they  were  refufed.  To  this  ,a  very  civil 
anfwer  was  given ;  and  a  ring,  worth  1500/.  was  fent  to 
the  admiral,  as  a  token  of  the  king  of  Spaing  refped  ^ 
After  this,  Blake  followed  prince  Rupert  into  the  river  of 
Lijhoftf   where  in  the  months  of  September  and  O£ioher 

.  ^  1650, 
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1650,  he  ruined  the  Brafil  fleet ;  which  induced  the  Por-- 
iugueze  to  force  prince  Ruptrt  out  of  their  port,  whence 
he  failed  to  Carthagena.  Blake  purfued  him  thither  ;  but 
being  obliged  for  wan:  of  provifions  to  put  to  fea,  his 
highnefs  efcaped  to  Alalagay  where  he  took  feveral  £«- 
gii/h  flii;)s,  'till  BiaJte  came  thither  and  fell  upon  his  fmall 
fqi'  dron,  which  confided  now  but  of  five  (hips.  One 
of  thefe  he  drove  afliore,  burnt  two  more,  and  forced 
prince  Rupert  himfelf  to  make  his  cfcape  through  Spain  "*, 
His  highnefs  foon  after  went  to  fea  again,  cruized  now  on 
the  Spaniards  and  Genoeje,  as  well  as  the  Eni^lijh  •,  and 
having  taken  feveral  rich  prizes,  failed  to  the  IVeJl-Indies^ 
whither  his  brother  prince  Maurice^  with  a  fmall  fqua- 
dron,  was  gone  before.  In  thofe  feas  they  did  likewife 
a  great  deal  of  mifchief,  till  prince  Maurice  in  the  Cm' 
Jiant  Reformation  was  call  away  ^ ;  and  prince  Rupert^ 
finding  the  kw  (hips  he  had  left,  fo  leaky  and  rotten, 
that  they  were  fcarce  able  to  keep  the  fea,  was  glad 
to  return  to  France ;  and  arriving  in  the  port  of  Nantes 
in  the  year  1652,  with  a  man  of  war,  and  three  or  four 
other  (hips,  he  was  forced  to  fell  them  to  pay  the  people's 
wages  8.  Such  was  the  end  of  about  twenty-five  good 
(hips  well  manned,  which  had  deferted  the  parliament  fer- 
vice!  and  the  reader  will  eafily  judge,  how  great  a  lofs 
this  was  to  the  nation,  more  efpecially  as  it  was  foon 
after  engaged  in  the  Dutch  war. 

Admiral 
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Admiral  BlaU  on  his  return  to   England^  was  se- 
ceived  with  great  favour  by  the  parliament,  had  the  thanks 
of  the  houfe  given  him,  and  in  conjunftion   with  Dean 
and  Popham^  had  the  fupreme  power  at  fea  veftcd  in  him 
for  the  year  1651  ^     The  firft  exploit   that  his  maflers 
thought  of,  was  the  reduction   of  the   iflands  of  ^cilly^ 
which  were  ftill  held  for  the  king  by  fir  'John  Greefwilk, 
The  privateers  fitted  out  from  thence,  did  a  great  deal  of 
mifchief  to  trade,  and,  therefore,  might  well  have  defer- 
ved  the  parliament's  notice ;  but  there  was  another  inci- 
dent which  made  them  particularly   uneafy  at  that  jun- 
cture i  and  this  was  the  arrival  of  a  Dutch  fquadron  there, 
of  twelve    men  of  war,    commanded   by    admiral  Fam 
'Tromp  K     The  pretence  of  fending  him,  was  to  demand 
fatisfadlion  of  the  governor  for  about  twenty  prizes,  which 
in  a  (hort  fpace  had  been  carried  into  his  ports  by  his  pri- 
vateers :  but  the  true  defign  was  to  drive  a  bargain  with 
him,  if  poflible,  for  thofe  ifiands ;  which  might  have  had 
very  bad  confequences,  had  it  been  carried  into  execution. 
Admiral  Blake  in  the  Phcsnix  frigate,  in  conjun^bn  with 
fir  George  Ayfcue^  with  a  fmall  fleet  failed  thither  in  the 
month  of  May^  and  very  quickly  performed  what  they 
were  fent  for,  the  governor  being  glad  to  deliver  up  his 
charge  upon  honourable  terms,  and  the  admiral  as  willing 
to  grant  all  he  could  reafonably  expefl  ^     Thence  BlcAt 
failed  with  the  fleet  to  Jerfey^  where  he  arrived  in  the 
month  of  Oilobir^  and  reduced  it  by  the  end  of  the  year ; 
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as  he  did  likewife  Cornet-Ca/lle,  which  was  the  only  placd 
held  out  for  the  king  in  Guernfey,  and  thus  fecured  ihd 
fovereignty  of  the  fea  in  this  part  of  the  world  for  the 
parliament '. 

Sir  George  Ayftue^  after  the  redudion  of  Bcillyt  ha- 
ving fttengihened  his  fleet  with  fomc  (hipS,  failed  into  the 
JVeJi' Indies,  in  order  to  reduce  fuch  of  iht-  plantations  as 
had  declared  for  the  king.  On  board  his  fleet  failed  co- 
lonel Allen,  2l  gentleman  of  Barbadoes,  who  had  been  fent 
by  fuch,  in  that  colony  and  ihe  Leeward-IJlands,  as  were 
well  afFedted  to  the  parliament  to  demand  relief.  This 
fleet  arrived  in  CarlifleBay  in  Barbadogs,  on  the  fixteenih 
of  OSlober  165 1,  and  took  fourteen  fail  of  Dutch  JhipS 
that  were  trading  there.  Francis  lord  Willoughby  of  Bar- 
ham,  whom  we  before-mentioned,  was  governor  of  the 
ifland  for  the  king,  and  (hewed  fo  good  an  inclination  to 
defend  himfelf,  that  it  was  the  feventeenth  of  December 
before  admiral  Ayfcue  thought  fit  to  attempt  landing; 
which  at  laft  he  effected  with  fome  lofs,  colonel  Allen  with 
between  thirty  and  forty  men,  being  killed  in  the  attempt. 
After  his  forces  were  on  (hore,  the  governor  thought  fit 
to  capitulate,  and  had  very  fair  conditions  given  him  j  for 
which  it  is  thought  admiral  Ayfcue  was  never  forgiven  by 
his  mailers  at  home  ".  While  he  lay  at  Barbadoes,  he 
fent  a  few  (hips  under  captain  Dennis  to  reduce  Virginia, 
which  with  fome  trouble  he  efFeded.  Sir  George  likewife 
fubdued  the  Leeward  iflands ;  and  having  thus  throughly 
fulfilled  his  commiflion  he  returned  into  Europe,  where, 
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^s  we  (hall  fee,  he  found  the  Dutch  war  already  brok^ 
but ".  ,  .         .>j.,> 

The  caufes  of  this  war  are  Very  differently  related  ac- 
cording to  the  humours  and  opinions  of  different  writers ; 
th^  truth,  however,  feems  to  be;  that  the  old  Common- 
Wealth  was  jealous  of  the  new  one,  and  begafi  to  appre- 
hend, that,  whatever  the  reft  of  the  world  might  be,  Hol- 
land was  like  to  be  tio  gainer  by  the  change  of  govern- 
ment in  England.  The  parliamenti  on  the  other  fide; 
was  very  jealous  of  its  new-acquired  fovereignty,  ind  ex- 
pe<5led,  thereforcj  extraordinary  marks  of  reg^^rd  from  all 
the  powers  with  which  it  correfponded  ".  The  murder 
of  dr.  Dorijlaitsj  whom  they  had  fent  with  a  public  cha- 
rader  to  the  flates,  incenfed  them  exceetlingly ;  nor  were 
they  better  fatisfied  with  the  reception  that  St.  John  and 
the  reft  of  their  ambafladors  met  with  j  and,  thereforei 
had  little  regai-d  to  the  expoitulation  of  the  Dutch, .  about 
their  a<5t  of  navigation,  which  was  certainly  a  well-con- 
trived meafure,  both  for  preferving,  and  for  extending 
the  trade  of  this  nation.  The  Dutchy  on  the  other  hand, 
were  extreihely  alarmed;  whfen  they  found  the  Englijh 
common-wealth  infift  on  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  the 
Jright  of  fifhingi  and  iicenfing  to  fifli,  difpofed  to  carry  the 
point  of  the  flag  to  the  utmoll  height,  and  behaving  fo  in 
all  refpedsi  that  the  ftateS  were  convinced  they  would  aft 
upon  king  Charles's  plan,  with  this  great  advantage  of  rai- 
fing  money  in  much  larger  Turns,  and  yet  with  far  lefi 
trouble  than  he  did  Pj    It  was  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
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1^52,  that  things  came  to  extrv*mities,  but  it  waa  warm- 
ly difputed  then,  and  is  not  ful'y  fettled  at  this  day  who 
were  the  aggreflbrs.  From 'the  f)eft  comparifon  I  have  been 
able  to  make  of  fadls  fta;jd  in  all  the  authentic  .-'ccounts  on 
both  M^y  it  feems  to  me  nioft  probable,  that  the  Dutth 
were  the  aggreflbrs:  and  this  for  many  rcafons;  but  parti- 
cularly, becaufe  they  made  fecretly  great  preparations  for 
war,  and  had  adlually  one  hundred  and  fifty  fliips  of  force 
at  fea  ;  whereas  the  Engtijh  parliament  equipped  no  more 
than  the  ufual  fquadron  for  guarding  the  narrow  feaj, 
which  was  under  the  command  of  admiral  Blaie^  and 
confided  of  twenty-five  (hips  only  \  •*     . 

The  firft  blood  that  was  drawn  io  this  quarrel,  was 
occafioned  by  commodore  Toung*s  firing  upon  a  Dutch 
man  of  war,  for  rcfufing  him  the  honour  of  the  flag. 
This  was  on  tiij*;  14th  of  May  1652,  and  proved  very 
honourable  for  our  nation.  Com.  Young  a<fled  with  great 
caution,  and  gave  the  Dutch  all  the  opportunity  of  avoiding 
a  difpu^f;  that  they  could  defire.  He  fent  his  boat  on 
the  Dutchman  to  perfuadc  him  to  ilrtkej  but  the  captain 
anfwered  plainly  and  honeftly,  that  the  ftates  had  threaten- 
ed to  take  off  his  head,  if  he  ilruck :  and  upon  this  the 
fight  began,  in  which  the  enemy  was  fo  roughly  handled, 
as  to  be  obliged  to  llrike.  There  wore  two  other  (hips 
of  war,  and  about  twelve  merchant-men,  none  of  which 
interfered ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  after  the  Dutch  fhips 
had  taken  in  their  flags,  commodore  Young  retired  without 
making  any.prizes.    This  aflfair  would  have  been  more 
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tsilkoi  of,  if  an  engagement  of  greater  confequence  haci 
hot  happened  quickly  after  %        . 

Admiral  Van  Tromp  was  at  Tea  with  a  jReet  of  upwards! 
bf  forty  fail,  to  protcd  (as  was  given  out)  the  Dutth  trade; 
This  fket  coming  into  the  Downs  on  the  i8th  of  Ma;,  they 
met  there  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  under  the  command  of 
inajor  Bourne,  to  whom  the  admiral  fent  word,  that  he 
was  forced  in,  by  ftrefs  of  weather  j  Bourne   anfweredi 
roundly,  tbid  would  beft  appear  by  the  (hortnefs  of  his 
flay,  and  fent  advice  of  it  to  his  admiral.     The  next  day 
p^an  Tromp  with  his  fleet  bore  down  upon  Blake  in  Dover 
road,  and  on  his  coming  near  him,  Biake  fired   thrice  at 
bis  flag ;  upon  which  the  Dutch  admiral  returned  a  broad- 
£de.    For  near  four  hours  Blaie  wa3  engaged  almoft 
alone,  b^t  by  deg,rees  th&  weather  permitted  his  fleet  to' 
come  in,  and  then  they  behaved  bravely.    Towards  the 
dpjfc  of  the  engagement,  which  laflied  from  four  in  the 
afternoon  till  nine  at  night,  Botirne  came  in  with  his  eight 
piips }  upon  which  the  enemy  bore  away.    In  this  battel 
thp  viftory  was  clearly  oj\  the  fide  of  the  Englijh,  as  the 
puuh  writers  themfclves  confeft,  there  being  two  Dutch 
fliips  taken,  and  one  difabled ;  whereas,  the  Engli/I)  loll: 
none :  and  yet   the  inequality  was  very  great  j  for  the 
Dutch  fleet  confifted  at  firft  of  forty-two  (hips,  and  Blake's 
enly  of  fifteen,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  fight,  he  had  no 
more  than  twenty-three.    Th6  admirals  wrdte  6ath  of 
them  an  account  of  this  affair  to  their  refpc^ive  mafters  ; 
wherein  they  plainly  contradidl  each  other:  but  with  this; 
difference,  that  there  is  no  difproving  any  fatt  mentioned 
in  BI^ke*s  letter  j  whereas  there  are  fevcral  fallhoods  or 
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rriiftakcs  at  leaft  In  Trsmps;  fu.h  as,  that  Bourne^s  fqua- 
dron  confifted  of  twelve  large  (hips,  which  could  not  be 
tnie.     Befides,  though  he  infifts  on  Blake's  being  the  ag- 
gfeflbr,  yet  he  owns,  that  his  flag  was  cut  all  the  time. 
The  ftates  themftlves  were  fo  fenfible  of  their  being  in 
the  wrong,  and  at  the  Time  time  that  their  fleet  notwilh- 
flanding  its  fuperiority,  had  been  beat,  that  they  apologi- 
zed for  it,  and   fent  over  another  amhaflador  the   Heer 
Adrian  Paaiiiu  to  proceed  on  the  treaty,,     But  the  de- 
mands   of  the    parliament    were   too  high,    and    fo    all 
thoughts  of  peace   were  laid  by  on  both  fldes,  and   the 
war  was  proclaimed  in  Holland  on  the  8th  of  Jufy ;"  ^"-'^' 
■  The  EngliJ^j'm  the  mean  time,  by  virtue  of  the  adl 
of  navigation,  and  by  way  of  reprifaland  requital  for  the 
laie  damages,  affronts  and  hoftilities,   received  from  the 
ftate.^-general  and  their  fiibjecfls,  took  many  DuUb  (hips. 
June   11^  Blake  brought  in  eleven  merchant-fliips  witH 
their  convoy  coming  fi-om  Nantes:    June  12,  the  cap- 
tains 7aylor  and  Peacock^  In  two  Englijh  frigates,  engaged 
XVfo  Dutch  men  of  wari  on  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  for  re- 
fuling    to   ftrike  -,    of  which    one  was  taken,    and   the 
other  ftranded  :  and  on  the  13th  of  the  fame  month,  Blake 
took  twenty-fix  merchant-fhips,  with  three  convoys  home- 
ward  bound  from  France,     July  4,  vice-admiral  Ayfcue 
(who,  in  his  late  return  from  the  redu(n:ion  of  Barbadoes 
had  taken  ten  merchant-fliips,  and  four  men  of  war)  at- 
tacked the  St.  Ubes  fleet  ot  about  forty  fail,  of  which  ne^r 
thirty  vTere  taken,  burnt,  or  ftranded,  and  plundered,  on 
iht  French  coaft.    After  this,   while  the  ftates  with  the 
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utmoft  diligence  were  getting  ready  a  fleet    of  feventy 
men  of  war,  under  the  command  of  Tromp  \  Blake  with 
about  fixly,  received  oiders  to  fail  to  the  north  to  difturb 
the  Dutch  fifliery.    Sir  George  Ay/cue  fwho,  fince  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  St.  Uues  fleer,  had  taken  five  Dutch  mer- 
chant-(hips)  was  left   with  the  remainder  of  the  Englijb 
fleet.,   confifting   of  feven  men  of  war  in    the  Downs. . 
While  Blake  triumphed  in  the  north,  as  we  (hail  (hew 
in  another  place,  Tromp  with  his  great  fleet  came  into. 
the  mouth  of  the  Thamei^  in  hopes  of  furprizing  Ayfcue,  ■ 
or  infulting  the  coaft.     Failing  of  this,   he  failed   north' 
ward  to  intercept  Blake-,  but  his  (hips  being  difperfed  by 
a  ftorm,  he  was  difappointed  in  that  fcheme  alfo,  an  J  loft 
five  or  fix  frit;ates,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Blake, 
on  his  return  towards  the  fouth  *. 

The  people  in  Holland  were  very  much  diflatisfied- 
with  the  condud  of  Tromp,  which  is  the  cafe  in  all  free 
countries,  where  a  commander  in  chief  is  unfuccefsful. 
He  adled  upon  this  occafion  like  a  wife  man,  and  one  who 
had  a  nice  fenfe  of  honour,  firft  juftifying  himfelf  to  the- 
ftates,  and  then  laying  down  his  comniiflion  to  gratify  the 
people.  The  main  objedion  againfl:  him  was  his  being  na 
great  feaman  ;  and  this  engaged  the  ftates  to  caft  their  eyes 
upon  de  Ruyter,  the  ableft  man  amongft  them  in  his  pro- 
feflion.  He  accepted  the  command  unwillingly ;  for  he 
faw  that  as  things  then  flood,  the  Engli/h  were  luperior ". 
The  parliament  in  the  mean  time  took  care  to  Itrengthen. 
fir  George  Ayfcue's  fleet,  fo  that  it  amounted  to  thirty-eight 
■    •  '      ■  M  3  '  fail  y 
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fail ;  of  which  only  two  were  large  (hips,  and  the  rtf^ 
frigates  and  fire-lhips.  With  thefe  he  put  to  fea  in  fearch 
of  the  Dutchf  took  many  rich  prizes,  and  at  laft  luet  with 
4e  RuyfeKy  who,  with  a  fleet  equal  to  his  own,  was  coti* 
yoying  home  between  fifty  and  fixty  merchant- men.  Thi$ 
was  on  the  ib^^  of  Juguji  1652,  and  as  our  admiral  wat 
cruifing  off  Plymouth.  It  was  about  one  in  the  afternoon 
when  the  fleetycamc  in  fight,  De  Ruyttr  took  twenty  of 
J:he  merchant-fli*  '1  into  lis  .'ine  of  battle,  and  was  then 
very  ready  to  enf;.  •  I'be  tight  began  about  four,  when 
the  Englijb  admira'  w>h  :ne  others  charged  through  the 
Putch  fleet,  and  having  t^  got  the  weather-gage,  at- 
tacked them  again  very  bravely,  and  fo^hey  continued 
flghting  till  night,  which  parted  them;  the  reft  of  fir 
George*s  fleet  having  ve/y  little  to  do  in  the  adtion.  The 
rear-admiral  captain  Feck  loft  his  leg,  of  which  he  foon 
after  died,  and  moft  of  the  captains  who  did  their  duty 
were  wounded,  and  a  fire-ihip  was  loft.  On  the  other  fide, 
the  Dutch  were  miferabi  t.orn,  fo  that  many  of  their 
^ft  (hip{?  were  fcarce  able  to  keep  the  fea.  Sir  Georgf 
Ay/cue  followed  them  for  fome  time  the  next  day,  and 
then  returned  into  Plymouth-Sound  to  refrelh  his  men,  and 
repair  his  (hjps ''.  The  Dutch  give  a  very  partial  account 
of  this  bufinefs,  in  which  without  queftion  the  Englijh  had 
fome,  and  might  have  had  much  greater  advantage,  if  all 
their  captains  had  behaved  as  they  ought.  This  the  par- 
liament very  well  knew ;  but  by  a  refined  ftroke  of  policy ,» 
chofe  rather  to  lay  the  fault  on  a  fingle  man,  than  in- 
danger  the  obedience  of  the  fleet,  by  punifhingmany.;  up- 
on 
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•n  which  principle  they  laid  aiide  fir  George  Ayjcue  \  but 
foftly,  and  with  a  reward  of  three  hundred  pounds  in 
money,  and  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.  The  true  rea- 
fon  of  this  was,  his  granting  lb  good  terms  to  the  lord 
Willoughbyy  which  they,  however,  performed  very  punc- 
tually «. 

Th  e  war  was  not  long  conJined  to  the  ooafts  of  Br/- 
taitii  but  fpread  itfelf  into  almoft  every  fea;   and  every 
wind  brought  the  news  of  frefli  deftrudion  and  flaughter. 
About  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month,  the  Dutch  ad-< 
miral  Van  Galen^  with  a  eleven  men  of  war,  met  and 
attacked  the  Englijh  commodore  Bodley<t  with  three  men 
of  war,  a  fire-fliip,    and  three  or  four  merchant-fliips, 
bomeward-bound  from  Scanderoon  and  Smyrna,    The  firlt 
«ay's  fight  began  in  the  afternoon  off  the  iiland  of  Elb 
near  thecoaftof  Tufianyzxi6  lafted  till  night,  with  V .  > 
advantage  to  cither  party.    The  Dutch  hiftorians  agiee, 
that  three  of  their  men  of  war  being  feparated  in     1^ 
night,  and  afterwards  becalmed,  could  not  come  up  fo 
as  to  have  a  (hare  in  :'.ie  I'econd  engagement.    On  the  other 
fide,  the  L..^ajk  parted  from  their  merchant  (hips,  which 
being  heavy  and  richly  laden,  were  ordered  to  make  the 
beft  of  their  way  to  the  nearell  harbour.   The  next  morn- 
ing,  the  four  remaining  Englijh  being  attacked  by   the 
eight  Hollanders,  the  fight  was  renewed  with  great  fury. 
Van  Galen  began  a  clofe  engagement  with  the  Engliflh 
commodore,  but  being  difabled  in  his  rigging,  and  having 
received  three  Aots  under  water,  and  been  thrice  on  fire, 
be  was  forced  (as  the  Dutch  hiftorians  confels)  to  leave 
him.    Another  of  the  enemy's  largeft  fhips  renewing  the 

M  4  attack. 
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attack,  was  like  wife  To  well  received,   that  (he  loft  hev 
main-maft.     Whereupon  the  EngHJh  frigate,  the  Phcettix 
taking  the  opportunity,   boarded  the  difabled  Hollander; 
but  being  too  weak  was  taken,  after  a  (harp  fight  of  an 
hour,    wherein  moft  of  her  men,   were  either  killed   or 
wounded.     In  the  mean  time  the  Englijh  commodore  Bod- 
ley^  being  again  boarded  by  two  of  the  enemies  (hips  at 
once,  defended  himfclt  lb  refolutely,  that  (by  the  con- 
fcfiion  of  the  Dutch  hillorians)  they  were  both  beaten  oflf 
^ilh  a  dreadful  flaug,hter  of  their  men,  and  thelofs  of  both 
their  captuns.     Whereupon  Bodley,  feeing  himfelf  left  by 
the  enerf  y  , after  having  loft  about  a  hundred  men,  killed 
and  \v«'unded;  with  his  thjee  remaining  (hips  followed  the 
merchant- men  to  Pcrto  Longone  i  leaving  the  Hollanders 
to  call  up  the  account  of  the  honour  and  profit  they  had 
i^aineJ  by  this  encounter.     The  enemy  loft  three  of  their 
capt  ins  in  ibc  li._ht,  whom  they  afterwards  buried  at  Porto 
Lon^mSy  where  ib    E''glijh  ai.d  they,  being  in  a  neutral 
harbour  continued  very  friendly  together  for  fome  time^ 
Admiral  Blake^  who  was  now  in  the  channel,  did 
infinite  damage  to  tlie  enemy,  and  fome  hoftilities  having 
been  c  maiitted   on  the  toaft  of  Newfoundland  by  the 
French^  our  gallant  admiral  attacked  a  ftrong  fquadron  of 
their  fliips  going  to  the  relief  of  Dunkirk,  took  or  deftroy- 
el  them  all,  by  which  means  this  important  place  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Spaniards'^.     The  Dutch  feeing  their 
trade  thus  ruined,  and  apprehenfive  of  ftill  worfe  confe- 
quences,  fitted  out  another  fleet  under  the  command  of  de 
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^/,  and  fcnt  it  to  join  de  Ruyter^  who  was  appointed  to 
bring  home  a  large  number  of  merchant-men.  After  the 
junction  of  thefe  fleets,  and  the  fending  the  (hips  they 
were  to  convoy,  into  Holland ;  the  admirals  (hewed  a  de- 
fign  of  attacki  g  the  Englijh  navy,  and  Blake  gave  them  a 
fair  opportunity  of  executing  their  intention.  But  when 
it  came  to  the  point,  the  Dutch  fleet  covered  themfelves 
behind  a  fand-bank;  which,  however,  did  not  hinder 
Blake  from  engaging  them  on  the  iS"*  of  September.  He 
divided  his  fleet  into  threefquadrons :  the  firft  commanded 
by  himfelf,  the  fecond  by  vice-admiral  Pen^  and  the  third 
by  rear-admiral  Bourne.  It  was  about  three  when  the 
engagement  began,  and  the  Englijh  quickly  difcovered  their 
ralhnefs,  in  attacking  an  enemy  under  fuch  difadvantages ; 
for  the  Sovereign,  a  new  (hip,  ftuck  immediately  on  the 
fards,  and  fo  did  feveral  others ;  but  getting  off  again,  the 
Englijh  fleet  flood  aloof,  till  de  Wit  «:ame  freely  from  his 
advantages  to  a  fair  engagement,  which  was  boldly  begun 
by  Bourne,  and  gallantly  feconded  by  the  reft  of  the  fleet. 
A  Dutch  man  of  war  attempting  to  board  the  Sovereign 
was  funk  by  her  fide,  and  this  by  the  firft  difcharge  (he 
ipade.  Soon  after  a  Dutch  rear-admiral  was  taken  Ijy  cap- 
tain Mildmay,  and  two  other  men  of  war  funk ;  a  third 
blowing  up  before  the  end  of  the  fight.  De  Wit  was  then 
glad  to  retire,  and  was  purfued  by  the  En^UJh  fleet  as  long 
as  it  ^as  light.  The  next  day  they  continued  the  chace 
till  they  were  within  twelve  leagues  of  the  Dutch  (hore, 
and  then  feeing  the  Dutch  fleet  entering  into  the  Goree, 
Blake  returned  in  triumph  to  the  Downs,  and  thence  into 
port,  having  loft  about  3C0  men,  and  having  as  many 
wounded.  For  the  reception  of  the  latter,  the  parliament 
tobk  care  to  provide  hofpitals  near  Dover  and  Peal^  and 
"  "  ^  •,  ■  f  ient 
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fcnt  alfo  their  thanks  to  the  admiral  and  his  officers'.  The 
Dutch  writers  prcijnd  they  loft  no  (hips.    They  admit, 
however,    that  one  was  taken ;  but  being  afterwards  de- 
feried,  was  brought  fiife  into  pc  t.     De  fVit  fairly  con- 
fcHed  the  lofs,  and  charged  it,  firft,  on  the  bad  behaviour 
of  no  lefs  than  twenty  of  his  captains,  who  withdrew  out 
of  the  line  of  battle  ;  and  next,  on  the  ilates  having  bad 
intelligence  j  the  Englijh  fleet  being  more  numerous,  and 
the  (hips  of  greater  bulk  than  he  expcfted.     Thefe  ex- 
cufcs  were  certainly  true,  and  yet  the  people  ufed  their 
admirals  fo  ill,  that  de  Ruyter  wa?  delirous  of  throwing  up 
his  commiflion,  and  de  JVit  fell  lick  upon  it.     The  dates, 
however,  behaved  with  great  prudence  and  courage,  re- 
paired and  augmented  their  fleet  to  eighty  fail  in  fix  weeks 
time,  and  then  engaged  Tromp  to  take  the  command  of 
them  ;  though  fome  fay,  that  the  king  of  Denmark  drew 
them  to  this  refolution,   by  promiiing  them  a  powerful 
fquadron  of  his  (b'ns)  provided  Tromp  had  the  command  *. 
This  prince  had  very  unadvifedly  engaged  himfelf  in  a 
quarrel  with  the  parliament,  by  detaining  (at  the  requefl: 
of  the  Dutch)  a  fleet  of  twenty  Englijh  (hips  in  the  har- 
bour of  Copenhagen,    At  firft  he  pretended  that  he  did  it 
for  their  fafcty,  and  therefore,  commodore  Ball  was  fent 
with  a  fquadron  of  eighteen  fail  to  convoy  them  home; 
when  his  Danijh  majefty  declared  his  refolution  to  keep 
them,  and  the  fear  he  was  under  for  the  confequences  of 
this  flirange  ftep,   induced  him  to  offer  the  Dutch  his  af- 
flftance.     This  fell  out  happily  for  them  ;  for  the  Englijh 
now  filled  their  ports  with  Dutch  prizes,  while  the  people 
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dttJolUnd  fuffer'ng  'n  fo  tender  a  point  began  to  lofc  all 
patience  j  which  forced  the  ftaies  to  hurry  out  Tromp 
with -his  fleet,  to  convoy  a  fleet  of  about  three  hundred 
pierchant-men  through  the  channel «. 

It  being  now  the  beginning  of  November^  Blaie^  who 
thought  the  feafon  of  adlion  over,  had  detached  twenty 
of  his  fliips  for  the  fecurity  of  the  NewcajUe  colliers; 
twelve  more  were  fent  to  Plymouth^  and  fifteen  were  re- 
tired into  tne  rivci',  in  order  to  repair  the  damage  which 
they  had  received  in  a  dorm,  tromp  having  intelligence 
df  this,  and  ^zx.Blah  had  with  him  no  more  than  thiity. 
feven  (hips,  and  many  of  thcfe  but  thinly  maLncd,  re- 
folved  to  attack  him  in  the  Dowm^  not  far  from  the  place 
where  they  had  fought  before  ••.  On  the  29«*'  of  Novem- 
hr  he  grefented  himfelf  before  the  Englijh  fleet,  and  Blake 
after  holding  a  council  of  war,  refolved  to  engage,  not- 
withftanding  this  great  inequality:  but  the  wind  riling, 
they  were  obliged  to  defer  fighting  till  next  day  i  and  that 
night  our  fleet  rode  a  little  above  Dover-road.  In  the 
morning  both  fleets  plied  weft  ward,  Blake,  having  the 
weather-gage.  About  eleven  the  battle  began  with  great 
fury;  but  very  unluckily  for  the  Englijh,  half  of  their 
iinail  fleet  could  not  engage.  The  Triumph ,  in  which 
Blake  was  in  pcrfon,  the  Vi^ory,  and  the  ^an  Guard, 
bore  almofl:  the  whole  ftrefs  of  the  fight,  having  twenty 
t>utch  men  of  war  to  deal  with  at  once  ;  and  yet  they 
fought  it  out  till  it  was  dark.  Late  in  the  evening,  the 
Garland  commanded  by  captain  Batten,  and  the  Bonat'en- 
ture  captain  Hookftouy   clapped  Van  Tromp  aboard,  killed 

ha 


i«i 


m 


;l 


■i: 


'  Heath's  clironicle,  p.  327.  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  108.  B.f- 
nage  annates  des  provinces  unies,  p-  289.  ^  Heath's  chrunide, 
p.  229,  230.    Columra  RoIbata|  p.  109. 


s 


m 


'■' .,  *   ■■: 


172        NAVAL    HlSrORT 

his  iccretary  and  purfer  by  his  fide,  and  had  certainly  takon 
hi3  fljip,  if  ihey  had  not  been  boarded  by  two  Dutch 
flags,  by  whom  after  their  captains  were  killed,  both  thefc 
(hips  were  taken.  Blake,  who  faw  this  with  inillgnation, 
puflied  fo  far  to  their  relief,  that  he  was  very  near  (liaring 
the  fame  fate,  if  the  Van  Guard  a^.d  Saphire  had  not 
flood  by  him  with  the  urmoft  refoluiion,  and  at  laft 
broujiht  him  off"".  The  Hercuks  was  run  s^fhore  in  the 
retreat,  and  if  the  night  had  not  fl^iltered  thcin,  moll  of 
ilic  lliips  that  were  engaged  rouft  have  been  Joil  -,  but  they 
took  the  advantage  of  its  obfcurity,  and  retired  firft  to 
Dover^  and  ihen  into  the  River.  Admiral  Tromp  con* 
tinucd  a  day  or  two  in  the  Downs,  failed  from  thence  to- 
wards Calais,  took  part  of  the  Barbadoes  fleet,  and  fomc 
other  prizes,  and  then  failed  to  the  ifle  of  Rhe,  with  a 
l)rc)om  ai  his  top-mall  hiad,  intimating,  that  he  would 
fweep  ihe  narrow  feas  oi  EngHJh  (hips^  There  appears 
however,  no  fuch  reafon  for  bodlling  as  the  Dutch  writers 
fugged  ,  iheir  flcci  had  irdt-ed  many  advantages ;  yet  they 
bought  their  fucce.s  very  dear,  one  of  thtMr  bed  fliips  be- 
ing blown  up,  and  lwo  of  ilicir  admirals  in  a  manner 

difablcds. 

The  7  :'.'  mrnt  f^^'wc!  ihcir  fteadinefs,  by  carefllng 
Blake  after  '.s  ul  cat-  and  inti.ing  him,  in  conjun<5lion 
with  Dcane  and  Monk,  j-ereral  at  lea  for  another  year. 
In  order  to  the  more  Iptcdy  manning  the  nivy,  they 
iffued  a  proclamation,  offering  confiderahle  rewards  to  luch 
as  entered  themftlves  within  .he  face  of  forty  days;  they 
alfo  raifed  the  failors  pay  from  nineteen  to  twenty-four 
ftiillings  a  month :   and  this  had  fo  gooi   an  effed,   that 
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ih  Ifix  weeks  time  they  had  a  fleet  ready  to  put  to  fea  of 
fixty  men  of  war;  forty  under  Blake  in  the  river,   and 
twenty  more  at  Portfmcuth.     On   the  iiih  of  February 
both  fleets  joined  ntzx  Beachey-Head  \  and  ihcnce  admiral 
Blake  Jailed  over-againft  Portland^  where  he  lay  crofs  the 
channel,  in  order  to  welcome  T'romp  on  his  return.    This 
was  a  kind  of  furprize  on  the  Dutch  admiral,  who  did  not 
think  It  pollible,  after  the  late  defeat,  for  the  ()arlianient  to 
lit  out,  in  fo  fliort  a  fpace,  a  fleet  capable  of  fighting  a- 
gain.     He  had  between  two  and  three  hundred  merchant- 
(hips  under   convoy,   and   was  therefore  much  amazed, 
when  failing  up  the  channel  he  found  Blake  fo  ftatiuned, 
that   it  was  impoflible   to  avoid    fighting.     Englijh  and 
Dutch  authors  vary  pretty  much  as  to  the  ftrcngih  of  their 
refpcdlive  fleets;  but  by  comparing  both  the  admiral's  let- 
ters,  I  apprehend   they  were  nearly  equal,  each  having 
about  feventy  fail  \     Bhke  and  Deane  were  both  on  board 
the   Triumpl\  and   with   twelve  (lout  fhips  headed  their 
flcot»  and  fell  in  firll  with  the  Dutch  on  the  i8th  of  /r- 
bruary  ilbs^t  about  eight  in  the  morning.     They  were 
very  rpughly  treated  before  the  reft  of  the  fleet  came  up, 
though  gallantly  feconded  by  Lawfon  in  the  Fairfax^  and 
captain  Mildmay  in  the  f^anguard.     In  the  Triumph,  Blake 
was  wounded  in   the  thigh  with  a  piece  of  iron  a  (hot 
had  driven,  and  the  fame  piece  of  iron  tore  general  Z)^.7/t/s 
coat  and  breeches.     Captain   Ball,  who  commanded  the 
(hip,  was  (hot  dead,  and  f^W  at  Blake's  feet  ;  his  fecrc- 
tary  Mr.  Sparrow  was  likewift  killed  receiving  his  orders  r 
he  loft  befides  a  hundred  feamen,  and  the  reft  were  moft 
of  them  wounded,  and   his  ihip  fo  miferably  fliatlcrcd, 
"'_J_______ that 

■*  Bafnige  annales   des  provincies   unics,    vol.  i.    p  298,  29^ 
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that  it  had  little  flure  in  the  two  next  days  fights '.  In  the 
Fairfax  there  were  an  hundred  men  killed,  and  the  (hip 
wretchedly  torn  \  the  Vanguard  loft  her  captain  and  abund- 
ance of  men.    The  Profpermt^  a  ihip  of  44.  Guns,  was 
boarded  by  de  Ruyter  and  taken  ;  but  di  Ruyter's  (hip  be-^ 
ing  in  that  inftant  boarded  by  an  Enghj'b  man  of  war,  cap- 
tain Fitjey  in  the  Merlin-ftigzte  entered  the  Pra/pertus,  and 
retook  her.    TYv^  Jffijlance^  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  (qua- 
dron,   was  difabled  in  the  beginning  of  the  light,  and 
brought  off  to  Pert/mouthy  whither  the  Jdvict  quickly  fol- 
lowed her,  being  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  fea.   Irompi 
who  was  long  engaged  with  Blah^  loft  moft  of  his  officer} 
and  had  his  (hip  difabled ;  de  Ruytef  loft  his  main  and 
fore-top-maft,   and  very  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken. 
One  Dutch  man  of  war  was  blown  up ;  fix  more  wero 
either  funk  or  taken :  the  latter  had  their  rigging  fo  clotted 
with  blood  and  brains,  that  it  was  impoHIble  to  look  upotf 
them  but  with  horror  \ 

FR 1  DAT  night  was  fpent  in  repairing  the  daraan^i 
and  making  the  necelTary  difpofkions  for  a  fecond  engage* 
ment.  On  Saturday  morning  the  enemy  was  feen  af  airt 
feVen  leagues  off  H^tymouthy  whither  the  Englijb  plycd^ 
and  came  up  with  them  in  the  afternoon  abo^i  I'^ree  leagues 
to  the  north-weft  of  the  IJle  of  IVight  Tromp  had  rallied 
his  fleet,  and  ranged  it  in  the  form  of  an  half-moon,  in- 

dofing 


*  Heath's  chronicle,  p  335.  The  accounts  in  thie  book  arc, 
^rncrally  fpeaking,  from  the  rclHtions  printed  by  order  of  the 
liate,  and  are  therefore  more  to  be  depended  on  than  the  accounts 
in  Whitlock,  which  were  fct  down  accordinjj  to  the  nsws  he  re- 
ceived ;  and  therefore,  what  is  one  day  reported  as  a  fjft,  per- 
haps a  week  afterwards  rctrafttd  as  a  fallhood.  ^  ^Lath's 
chronicle,  p.  337.  Columna  Roftrata,  113,  114.  Bafnagc  an- 
nates des  provinces  uniei,  vol.  i.  p.  300. 
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cloUng  the  uicrchant-lTiips  within  a  femi-circle,  and  in  that 
pofture  he  maintained  a  retreating  fight.  The  Engli/k 
made  feveral  defperate  attacks,  (driving  to-  break  through 
to  the  merchant-ihips :  on  which  orcafion  dt  Ruyter's  (hip 
was  again  fo  roughly  treated,  that  (he  was  towed  out  of 
the  fleet.  At  laft,  the  merchant-men,  finding  they  could 
be  no  longer  protected,  began  to  fhift  for  ihemfelvea, 
throwing  part  of  their  goods  over  board,  for  the  greater 
expedition.  Accordifig  to  Blake's  own  letter,  eight  men 
of  war,  and  fourteen  or  iixteen  merchant-ihips,  wer» 
taken ;  and  the  fight  contini(ed  all  night '. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Dutch  were  near  Bulloigny  where 
the  fight  was  renewed,  but  with  little  effedt.  Tromp  had 
flipped  away  in  the  dark  with  his  merchant- men  to  CalaiS' 
SandSy  where  he  anchored  mat  day  with  forty  fail ;  the 
wind  favouring  him,  he  thence  tided  it  home,  our  Ht^t 
purfuing  but  Howly;  for  Blakty  though  he  feared  not 
Dutchmetiy  yet  dreaded  their  (hallow  coafts :  however,  the 
captains.  Law/on ^  Mar tin^  and  Graver y  took  each  a  Dutch 
man  of  war,  and  Penn  picked  up  many  of  their  merchant- 
men. On  the  whole,  the  Dutch  l^ad  the  better  the  firft 
day,  loft  ground  the  fecond,  and  were  clearly  beaten  thr 
third.  They  loft  eleven  men  of  war,  (their  own  accov  i 
fay  but  nine)  thirty  merchant-men,  1500  men  killed  ;v.d 
as  many  wounded.  As  for  the  Englijhy  they  lolc  only 
the  Sampfitiy  which  captain  Button  finding  difabled,  funk 
of  his  own  accord,  as  to  their  men,  it  is  certain  their  Icfs 
was  little  inferior  to  the  Dutch  "•.     It  is  remarkable,  that 
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in  this  fight  i^A^i^,  who  had  been  long  a  land-ofHcf^r^ 
made  ufe  of  a  good  body  of  foldiers,  and  v^ith  all  the 
fuccefs  he  could  wlfli :  yet  this  is  no  precedient  in  any  biff 
fuch  a  war  as  this  was ;  fince  thefe  troops  had  no  time 
to  languifh  or  grow  fick,  but  were  engaged  almoft  as  fooh 
as  they  were  put  on  board.  The  people  contributed  readi- 
ly and  plentifully  to  the  relief  of  our  wounded  feamen ; 
and  the  Dutch  on  their  fidfe  complimented  Tromp  on  his 
conduct,  whicn  was  certainly  no  rriOre  than  he  deferved  \ 

In  the  mean  time  things  went  but  ill  in  the  Streights^ 
where  an  Englifh  and  Dutch  fquadron  lay  together  in  the 
road  of  Leghorn,  An  aftion  happened  there  which  de- 
ferves  to  be  related,  becaulb  there  appears  as  much  true 
bravery  and  maritime  (kill  in  the  Englijb  officers  who  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  beat,  zt  ever  rendered  a  vidtory  con- 
fpicuous ;  and  it  ought  to  be  thfe  bufinefs  of  an  hidofian 
to  celebrate  merit  rather  than  fuccefs. 

The  EngUJh  fquadron  confifted  of  fix  (hips  command- 
ed by  commodore  Jppletorty  of  the  burden  and  force  cx- 
prefTed  in  the  following  lift. 


Ships.  Guns. 

The  Leopard^  ■ — 
Bonaventure,  — —  — 
Samp/on,  —  -^— » - 
Levant-Merchant  f  — 

Pi /grim, — — 30- 

Mary^ — —  30  ■ 


_52 

-44 

-36  — 
.-  28  — ^- 


Men, 

-  i8d 

-  150 

"90 

-  60 
-70 
-70 
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hnd,  p.  175.     Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs,   p.  366.    Bafnage 
{inn<>k's  dt-  provinces  unies,  vol.  i.  p.  501. 
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Commodore  Apphton  took  this  opportunity  of  lying 
fo  near  the  Dutch  fquadron,  to  fend  three  boats  manned 
With  refolute  Teamen,  and  commanded  by  one  captain 
Cox^  to  execute  a  defipn  upon  the  (hip  Phoenix^  which  had 
been  taken  from  the  Englijh  in  the  rencounter  near  Elba, 
and  which  at  this  time  made  a  part  of  the  enemies  fqua- 
dron.  i^his  defign  was  undertaken  on  the  26'"  of  Novem^ 
her  1652,  and  it  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  the  (hip  being 
boarded  by  the  Ehglijh^  the  Dutch  were  fo  furprized,  that 
they  made  but  little  refinance  j  and  young  Tromp  who 
commanded  her,  was  forced  to  leap  into  the  water  to  avoid 
being  taktn.  The  adlion  was  performed  with  fuch  expe- 
dition, that  before  the  Dutch,  who  lay  next  her,  were 
well  apprized  of  what  had  happened,  (he  was  carried  off. 
But  the  great  diike  of  Tufcan^  being  informed  of  this  ad- 
venturej  irid  judging  it  to  be  a  violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  that  port,  he  ordered  the  Englijh  either  to  rellore  the 
Phoenix,  or  to  depart  from  thence.  To  depart  was  not 
without  danger :  for  Van  Galen  with  the  whole  ftrength 
of  the  enemy  in  thofe  feas,  confiding  of  fixtecn  men  of 
war,  a  fire-fhip,  and  feveral  ftout  mcrchant-fliips,  (which 
were  offered  a  (hare  of  the  booty,  if  they  would  engage) 
lay  ready  before  the  harbour  to  intercept  them. 

Yet  they  rather  pHofe  to  run  all  hazards,  than  to  de- 
liver up  the  (hip.  VVith  this  refolution  they  difpatched 
away  advice  to  commodore  Bodley,  who  lay  at  the  ifland 
Elba  with  two  men  of  war,  a  firc-lhip,  and  the  four 
mercha'^t-(hips  which  were  prefent  at  the  fo*-mer  engage- 
ment with  Van  Galen  \  and  it  was  agreed  between  the  two 
commodores,  that  Bodley  with  his  fmall  fquadron  (though 
unfit  to  engage,  partly  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  men  ri 
the  late  fight,  partly  on  account  of  the  merchant-(hips  un- 
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der  their  convoy,  which  were  laden  with  1500  Bales  of 
fiU:,  and  other  valueable  gocds)  fhould  appear  about  the 
time  fixed,  within  fight  of  Leghorn^  to  make  a  bravado^ 
in  oriier  to  amufe  the  Dutchy  and  thereby,  if  poflible,  to 
draw  them  off  from  before  the  harbour,  and  fo  to  open  a 
paflage  for  Appkton  to  efcape.  According  to  agreement, 
BodUy  on  the  2''  of  March  1653,  came  within  fight  of  the 
place.  On  the  3'',  he  caufe  three  or  four  of  his  beft  fai- 
!ers  to  approach  the  enemy,  who  were  ftationed  before 
the  port :  whereupon,  their  whole  fquadron  (as  was  ex- 
pected) Hood  to  fea,  and  gave  them  chace.  This  Appleton 
perceiving,  took  the  opportunity  to  come  out ;  but  too 
fuon :  for  the  Dutch  being  aware  of  their  defign,  imme- 
diately gave  over  the  chace,  and  tacking  about,  fell  upon 
Jppleton*^  fquadron  with  nine  of  their  men  of  war,  wbi'e 
the  reft  obferved  Bodley, 

At  the  firft  encounter,  an  unfortunate  fhot  from  Van 
GaUn*^  ihip  fet  fire  to  the  Bonaventure,  which  blew 
up,  though  nol  unrevenged  ;  for  at  the  fame  time  a  fiiot 
from  that  (hip  broke  Van  Galen*s  leg,  of  which  hurt  he 
foon  after  died.  In  the  mean  while,  Jppkton  was  attacked 
by  two  of  the  Hollanders  at  once,  againft  whom  he  main- 
tained a  clofe  fight  of  four  or  five  hours,  with  fuch  refo* 
lution,  that  both  the  Dutch  fhips  were  fo  difabled,  that 
they  fcarce  fir. J  a  {hot ;  Van  Galen  feeing  the  refolution, 
of  the  Englijh  commodore,  and  going  (thuugh  dcfperately 
wounded)  to  the  afliftance  of  his  friends,  was  in  great 
danger  by  a  iire-ftiip  fent  off  from  Bodley's  fquadron.  But 
anothet  fhip  coming  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Hollandsrs 
who  v-tiC  t:r.gr'[,£^  with  Appleton,  they  renewed  the  attack 
with  fxzTo&i  v»g(  ur.  Some  Dutch  writers  report,  that  Jp- 
pltton  finding  him  cif  oppreffed  by  fuch  unequal  humbers, 
after  haviiig  made  all  poiHble  rcfiilance,  ran  down,  and 
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would  have  blown  up  his  (hipj  but  that,  being  hindered 
by  his  feamenp  he  was  obliged  to  yield.  The  young  Tromp 
attacking  the  Sampfin^  was  beaten  off  after  a  defperatc 
fight  J  but  The  Sampjon  was  foon  after  burnt  by  a  fire-fhip; 
The  Levant- Merchant  being  encountered  by  one  of  the  e- 
nemies  Jhips,  beat  her  off,  and  ftranded  her.  But  being 
at  laft  taken,  together  with  The  Pilgrim^  (which  had  loft 
her  main  and  mizfcen- mails  in  the  fight) ;  The  Mary^  thuJ 
left  alone,  made  her  efcape,  and  joined  the  neareft  flilps  of 
Bodley*s  fquadron,  which  put  an  end  to  the  engagement ". 
Before  we  can  regularly  return  to  the  events  of  the 
Wat  nearei:  hortie,  it  is  abfolulely  neceffary  to  take  notice 
of  the  great  change  made  in  our  civil  government  by  CrotH" 
welli  who  on  the  26th  of  /^W/ 1653,  entered  the  houfe 
of  commons,  and  diffolved  the  parliament  by  force  p.  An 
afliOn  flupendous  in  itfelf,  and  which  feems  to  have  Aruck 
too  many  of  our  own  and  of  foreign  hiftorians  with  want 
of  difcefnment.  They  attribute  to  Cromwell^  whatever 
was  done  after  the  murdef  of  the  king ;  and  the  Dutch  hif- 
toriaris  particularly,  impute  this  war  to  him,  and  amongft 
ether  reafoiis  for  his  dillblving  the  parliament,  make  this  to 
have  been  onej  that  he  fufpei^ed  they  were  inclined  to 
peace  ^ :  whereas,  in  truths  never  two  governments  were 
lefs  alike,  than  thofe  of  the  parliament  and  the  protestor  ; 
the  former  adled  upon  national  principlcsj  the  latter  froni 
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Tinge  annales  dct  provinces  unies,  vol.  i.  p.  306  ;  where  tdis  wri- 
ter tJls  us,  that  the  body  of  admiral  Vaa  Galcn  was  trinfporctd 
into  iioUand,  buried  at  Amflerdam,  and  a  magnificent  monument 
cfefted  to  his  memory,  at  tne  expence  of  the  Stites.  P  Cla- 

rcnJon,  Whitloclc,  Bates,  Warwick,  Ludlow,  &c  1  Bifnane 
annalcs  des  provinces  unies,  vol.  i.  p.  303.  and  the  fani«  erroi^ 
run:  through  all  the  Dutch  hiftorians^ 
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private  views.  The  Dutch  war  was  the  parliament's  war, 
begun  upon  the  old  quarrel,  which  king  Charles  would 
have  profecutcd,  had  he  been  able.  It  is  true,  that  Cront- 
well  carried  on  the  war ;  but  it  was  only  till  he  could  make 
fuch  a  peace  as  fervcd  his  turn,  and  our  noble  hiftorian 
rightly  obfer*'  es,  that  it  was  the  parliament's  perfifting  in 
carrying  on  this  war,  that  compelled  Cromwell  to  a«5t  fooner 
than  he  would  have  done  from  his  forefight,  that  if  they 
once  conquered  their  foreign  enemies,  they  would  not  eafi- 
ly  be  overtirrned  at  home  by  their  own  creatures '. 

It  mud  be  confe/Ted,  that  the  Dutch  did  not  inftantly  re- 
ceive any  great  benefit  from  this  fudden  revolution,  but  theft 
it  muft  be  confidcred,  that  the  chief  officers  of  the  fleet  con- 
curred in  this  meafure.  The  government  of  the  parlia- 
ment, was  a  government  of  order  and  laws,  (however 
they  came  by  their  authority)  j  the  government  of  the  ge- 
neral, afterwards  protedlor,  was  entirely  military :  no  won- 
der, therefore,  that  both  the  navy  and  thcz'rmy  were  plea- 
fed  with  him  '.  Some  advantage,  however,  the  enemy 
certainly  reaped  from  this  change  in  Englifl>  affairs ;  for 
Van  Tromp  conveyed  a  great  fleet  of  merchent-mcn  to  th« 
north,  (for  they  were  now  forced  to  try  that  road  rather 
than  the  channel)  and  though  our  navy  followed  him  to 
the  he>t;ht  of  ^^^r^^^«,  yet  it  was  to  no  purpofe:  heef- 
caped  them  both  going  and  coming  back,  which  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  coming  into  the  Dorjom^  rnakiug  fome 
prizes,  and  battering  Dwer-c^^Xt.  T'his  fccne  of  riiumph 
— '••'--^  "*"  •  ■-'  lafled 
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'  Clarendon's  hiftory,  p.  636.  where  he  proves,  that  Cromwell 
was  rever  heartily  inclined  to  the  Dutch  war,  and  p.  641.  where 
he  (hews  what  the  caufes  were  which  haAcncd  Cromwell  in  tlie 
execution  of  his  projed*  »  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  359,  340, 
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laftcd  but  a  bare  wcckj  for  Trmp  came  thither  on  the  26'* 
•f  Mayy  and  on  the  laft  of  that  month,  he  had  intelli- 
gence, "i*.^*  Monk  and  Dtane,  who  commanded  the  Engli/h 
fleet,  werr  approaching*,  and  that  their  whole  fleet  confifled 
of  ninety-five  fail  of  men  of  war,  and  five  fire-{hips.  The 
Dutch  had  ninety-eight  men  of  war,  and  fix  fire-lhips,  and 
both  fleets  were  commanded  by  men  the  mod  remarlcable 
for  courage  and  conduct  in  either  nation ;  fo  that  it  was 
generally  conceived,  this  battle  would  prove  decifive. 

O  N  the  2*  of  June  in  :he  morning,  the  Englijh  fleet 
difcovered  the  enemy,  whom  they  immediately  attacked 
with  great  vigour.  Th«  action  began  about  eleven  o'clock, 
and  the  firft  broad-fide  from  the  enemy,   carried  off  the 
brave  admiral  Deane,  whofc  body  was  almoft  cut  in  two 
by  a  chain-fhot.     Monk  with  much  prefcnce  of  mind,  co- 
vered his  body  with  his  cloak :  and  here  appeared  the  wif- 
dom  of  both  admirals  being  on  board  the  fame  (hip ;  for  as 
no  flag  was  taken  in,  the  fleet  had  no  notice  of  this  acci- 
dent, but  the  fight  continued  with  the  fame  warmth  as  if 
it  had  not  happened.    The  blue  fquadron  charged  through 
the  enemy,  and  rear-admiral  Law/on  bid  fair  for  taking  dc 
Ruytety  and  after  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  (hip,  funk 
another  of  42  guns,  commanded  by  captain  Bulkr.     Tlie  ' 
fight  continued  very  hot  till  three  o'clock,  when  the  Dutch 
fell  into  great  confufion,  and  Tromp  faw  himfelf  obliged  to 
make  a  kind  of  runnin<^  fight  till  nine  in  the  evening,  ' 
when  a  (lout  (hip  commanded  by  Cornelius  van  Velfen  blew  " 
up.     This  increafed  the  confufion  in  which  they  were  be- 
fore ;  and  though  Tromp  did  all  that  was  in  his  power  to 
oblige  the  officers  to  do  their  duty,  and  even  fired  upon 
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fuch  flilps  as  drew  out  of  the  line  y  yet  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  but  rather  fervcd  to  increafe  their  misfortune.  Ii| 
the  night,  Blake  arrived  in  the  Englijb  fleet,  with  ^  fqua- 
dron  of  eighteen  fhips,  anc)  To  had  his  (bare  in  the  fecond 
^ay's  engagement ". 

TROMP  did  all  that  was  confiftcnt  with  hia honour, 
to  avoid  fighting  the  next  day  j  but  he  would  not  do  more, 
fo  that  the  Englijh  fleet  came  up  with  thero  again  by  eight 
in  the  morning,  and  engaged  with  the  utmofl;  fury,  the 
.  bat'.lc  continued  very  hot  for  about  four  hours,  and  vice- 
admiral  Pent!  hoarded  Tromp  twice,  and  had  taken  him,,  if 
he  had  not  been  feafonably  relieved  by  d«  Wtt  and  de  Ruyr 
ter.  At  lad  the  DuUh  fell  again  into  confuiion,  which 
was  (o  great,  that  a  plain  flight  quickly  followed,  and  in.- 
flead  of  trailing  to  their  arms,  they  fought  (belter  oa  th^ 
(lat  coaft  of  Newport^  from  whence,  with  difficulty  c- 
nough,  they  efcaped  to  Zeland.  Our  writers  agree,  that 
the  Dutch  had  fix  of  their  beft  (hips  funk,  two  blown  up, 
and  eleven  taken ;  fix.  of  their  principal  captains  were  ta- 
ken prifoners,  and  upwards  of  1500  men.  Among  the 
Oiips  before-mentioned,  one  was  a  vice,  and  two  were 
|-ear-admirals ''.  The  Dutch  hiftorians,  indeed,  confefs  the 
lofs  but  of  eight  men  of  war.  On  our  fide,  admiral  Deane 
and  one  captain,  were  all  the  perfons  of  note  killed:  of  pri- 
vate men  there  were  but  few,  and  not  a  fhip  was  mifCng  -, 
io  that  a  more  fignal  vi£kory  could  fcarce  be  obtained,  or 
indeed  d^iired.    Befidcs,   the   enemies   (hips  were  now 
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blocked  up  in  their  ports,  and  the  fight  of  a  foreign  fleet  at 
their  doors,  had  this  farther  bad  confequence,  that  it  exci- 
ted domeftic  tumults.  We  need  not  wonder  then,  that 
the  Dutch  fent  ambafladors  into  England^  to  negotiate  a 
peace  almoft  on  any  terms.  Thefe  Cromwell  received  wiih 
haughtinefs  enough,  talked  high,  and  aflumed  to  himfelf 
the  credit  of  former  yidtories,  in  which  he  could  have  lit- 
tle fliare  *. 

The  ftatcj,  however,  were  far  from  trufting  entirely 
to  negotiations,  but  laboured  with  the  utmoil  diligence  to 
repair  their  paft  lofl'es,  and  to  fit  out  a  new  fleet.  This 
was  a  very  difficult  taflc ;  and  in  order  to  eflfedt  it,  they 
were  forced  to  raife  the  feamen's  wages,  though  their  trade 
was  at  a  full  ftop:  they  came  down  in  perfon  to  their 
ports,  and  faw  their  men  embarked,  advanced  them  w^ges 
beforehand,  and  promifed  them  if  they  would  fight  once  a- 
gain,  they  would  never  afk  them  more  "f.  Yet  all  this 
Would  hardly  have  done,  if  the  indultry  of  de  Wit^  in  e- 
quipping  their  new-built  (hips,  and  the  care  and  fkill  of  Van 
Tromp  in  refitting  their  old  ones,  and  encouraging  the  fea- 
men,  had  not  contributed  more  than  all  the  other  methods 
that  were  taken  to  the  fetting  out  a  frefh  fleet,  of  upwards 
of  ninety  (hips,  in  the  latter  end  of  July,  a  thing  adm-red 
then,  and  fcarce  credible  now.  Thefe  were  vi<5>ualled  for 
five  months  J  and  the  fcheme  laid  down  by  the  dates,  was 
this,  that  to  force  the  Englijh  fleet  to  leave  their  ports,  this 
navy  of  theirs  fhould  come  and  block  up  ours.  But  fit  ft 
it  was  refolvedi  than  Van  Tromp  fliould  fail  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Texely  where  de  Ruyter^  with  twenty-five  fail  ol 
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flout  (hips,  was  kept  in  by  the  Englijh  fleet,  in  order  !• 
try  if  they  might  not  be  provoked  to  leave  their  ftation, 
and  thereby  give  the  Dutch  fquadron  an  opportunity  of 
coming  out  *. 

On  the  29'''  of  July  1653,  the  Dutch  fleet  appeared  in 
the  fight  of  the  EngliJJ)^  upon  which  the  latter  did  their  ut- 
moft  to  er^gage  them :  but  Trompy  haying  in  view  the  rci- 
leafe  of  de  Tf^it^  rather  than  fighting,  kept  ofl^,  fo  that  it 
was  feven  at  night  before  general  Monk  in  X^e  Refolutiorty 
with  about  tjiirty  (hips,  great  and  fmall,  carne  up  with 
them,  and  charged  through  their  fleet.  It  growing  dark 
foon  after,  there  pajTecj  nothing  ipore  that  night.  Monk 
failing  to  the  fouth,  and  Van  Tramp  to  the  northward,  and 
this  not  being  fufpedted  by  the  En^li/hy  he  both  joined  df 
IVit's  fquadron,  and  gained  the  weather-gage  *.  The  next 
day  proving  very  foul  and  windy,  the  fca  ran  fo  high,  that 
it  was  impofllble  for  the  fleets  to  engage,  the  Engli/h  parti- 
cularly, finding  It  hard  enough  to  keep  off  the  enemy's 
coafts  •*.    ■         .,-v^,"—    •   ■.,•,,.>■  '..\-^ ,...../  •'■■    ^  -  ■  »;-.: 

On  Sunday  Jufy  31,  the  weather  being  favourable, 
both  fleets  engaged  with  tr.rrible  fury.  The  battle  lafted  at 
lead  eight  hours,  and  was  the  moft  h^yd-fought  of  any 
that  had  happened  throughout  the  war.  The  Dutch  fire- 
ihips  were  managed  with  great  dexterity,  and  many  of  the 
large  vefl'els  in  the  Englijh  fleet  were  in  the  utmoft  danger, 
sjnd  The  Tritcfuph  was  fo  effedually  fired,  that  moft  of  her 
crew  threw  themfelvcs  into  the  fea,  and  yet  thofe  who 
llaid  behind,  were  fo  lucky  as  to  put  it  out  S  Law/on  en- 
.-..:  .':.  V   ,  ^-   •  ..  V.  '.•^*«.  gaged 


^  Bafnage,  de  Neufville,  le  Clerc,  Rapin.  *  Heath's 

c>ironiclf,  p.  346,  547-     Prodcedings  of  the  parliament,  A.  Dj. 
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gaged  de  Ruyter  briCcly,  killed  and  wounded  above  half  his 
men,  and  fo  difabled  his  (hip,  that  it  was  towed  out  of  the 
fleet :  yet  the  admiral  did  not  leave  the  battle  fo,  but  re« 
turned  in  a  galliot,  and  went  on  board  another  fhip.  A- 
bout  noon.  Fan  Tremp  was  (hot  through  the  body  with  a 
muflcet-ball,  as  he  was  giving  orders  ••.  This  miferably  dif- 
couraged  his  countrymen,  fo  that  by  two,  they  began  to 
fly  in  great  confufion,  having  but  one  flag  landing  a- 
mongft  them.  ,  The  lighted  frigates  in  the  Engli/h  fleet 
purfued  them  clofely,  till  the  Dutch  admiral,  perceiving  they 
were  but  fmall,  and  of  no  great  ftrength,  turned  his  helm, 
and  refolved  to  engage  them  ;  but  fome  bigger  (hips  com- 
ing into  their  adi  .ance,  the  Dutchman  was  taken  ".  k 
was  night  by  that  time  their  fcattered  fleet  recovered  the 
%fxel.  The  Englijh  fearing  their  flats,  rode  about  flx 
Ipagqes  0%  This  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  Dutch,  of 
whom,  according  to  Meini*s  letter,  no  lefs  than  thirty 
(hips  were  loft  j  but  from  better  intelligence^  it  appeared, 
that  four  of  thefe  had  efcaped,  two  into  Zeland^  and  two 
into  Hamburgh  ^  Their  lofs,  however,  was  very  great : 
five  captains  were  taken  prifoners,  and  between  four  and 
five  thoufand  men  killed,  twenty-fix  fliips  of  war  cither 
burnt  or  funk.  On  the  fide  of  the  Englijh^  there  were 
two  (hips  only,  viz.  The  Oak  and  The  Httnter-FrigSLte 
burnt,  fix  captains  killed,  and  about  five  hundred  feamen. 
There  were  alfo  fix  captains  wounded,  and  about  eight 
l]undred  private  pieq  ^.    The  Dutch  writers  difputc  many 
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the  parliiment  I  have  cited,  was  written  the  very  evening  of  the 
fight,  viz.  July  31,  1653.  "  ^  Proceedings  of  the  pirliament, 
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of  thcfe  points,  and  fome  of  them  will  not  allow,  that 
ihey  loft  above  nine  fhips.  The  contrary  of  this,  how- 
ever, appears  from  de  Wit^s  letter  to  the  ftates,  wherein  he 
owns  many  more,  confefles  that  he  had  made  a  very  pre- 
cipitate retreat,  for  which  he  affigns  two  reafonsj  firft, 
that  the  beft  of  their  (hips  were  miferably  fhattered,  and 
next,  that  many  of  his  officers  had  behaved  like  Poltron:  \ 
Some  very  fingular  circumftances  attended  this  extra- 
ordinary vidory,  and  deferve  therefore  to  be  mentioned. 
There  were  feveral  merchant-men  in  the  fleet,  and  Monk^ 
finding  occafion  to  employ  them,  thought  proper  to  fend 
their  captains  to  each  others  fhips,  in  order  to  take  ofF  their 
concern  for  their  owners  veflels  and  cargoes;  a  fcheme 
which  anfwered  his  purpofe  perfcdlly  well,  no  (hips  in  the 
fleet  behaving  better '.  He  had  likewife  obferved,  that  m 
moft  engagements,  much  time,  and  many  opportunities 
were  loft,  .by  taking  (hips,  and  fending  them  into  harbour; 
and  confideriug  that  ftill  greater  inconveniencies  muft  arife 
from  their  nearnefs  to  the  enemy's  coaft,  and  diftance  from 
their  own,  he  iflued  his  orders  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fight,  that  they  (hould  not  either  give  or  take  quarter; 
which,  however,  were  not  fo  ffriflly  obferved,  but  that 
twelve  hundred  Dutchmen  were  taken  out  of  the  fea,  while 
their  ihips  were  finking  •*.  Monk  himfelf  was  fo  adivc, 
that  in  h's  letter  to  Cromwell,  dated  the  2^  of  jiuguji  1653, 
he  takes  notice,  that  of  five  Dutth  flags  that  were  flying  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fight,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
bring  down  three,  viz.  thofe  of  1'rompy  Everfon  and  di 

Ruyter; 


^  Bafnage  annales  des  provinces  unies,  vol.  i.  p.  240.  Levctl 
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Ruyter  '  j  and  fc  long  he  continued  in  the  heat  of  the  dif- 
pute,  that  his  fliip,  The  RefoJution,  was  at  laft  towed  out 
of  the  line :  and,  indeed,  moft  of  the  great  veflels  had 
been  fo  roughly  handled,  that  there  was  no  continuing  on 
the  enemy's  coaft  any  longer. 

The  parliament  then  fitting,  who  were  of  Cromwelfs 
appointment,  upon  the  8th  of  Juguji  1653,  ordered  gold 
chains  to  be  fent  to  the  generals  Blake  and  Alonk,  and 
Jikewife  to  vice-admiral  Penn  and  rear-admiral  Law/on ; 
they  fent  alfo  chains  to  the  reft  of  the  flag-officers,  and 
medals  to  the  captains.  The  25  th  of  Augujl  was  appoint- 
ed for  a  day  of  folemn  thankfgiving  "*,  and  Monk  being 
then  in  town,  Cromwell  at  a  great  feaft  in  the  city  put 
;he  gold  chain  about  his  neck,  and  obliged  him  to  wear 
it  all  dinner-time ".  As  for  the  ftates,  they  fupported 
their  lofs  with  great  courage  and  conftancy  ;  they  buried 
Tromp  very  magnificently  at  the  public  expence,  and  as 
foon  as  the  return  of  the  Englijh  fleet  permitted,  fent  de 
Wit  with  a  fleet  of  fifty  men  of  war,  and  five  fire-fliips 
to  the  Soundy.  in  order  to  convoy  home  a  fleet  of  three 
hundred  merchant-men,  there  aflembled  from  different 
quarters  **.  This  he  performed  very  happily,  though  the 
Englijh  fleet  lay  in  wait  for  him :  but  the  joy  which  the 
Dutch  conceived  upon  this  occafion,  was  foon  qualified  by 
accidents  of  another  foct  i  for  an  Englijh  fquadron  falling 
in  with  a  large  fleet  of  merchant-men  in  the  mouth  of 
thsUlie^  and  admiral  Lawjpn  failing,  to  thr  northj^  deitroy- 
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cd  their  hcrring-fiftiing  for  that  year,  and  either  took  or 
funk  moft  of  the  frigates  fent  to  proteft  them :  befides,  a 
great  ftornri  drove  twelve  or  thirteen  of  their  beft  men  of 
wzr  from  their  anchors,  fo  that  running  on  (bore  they 

were  loft  p. 

The  negotiation  carried  on  by  the  D^/f^  minillers  at 
London^  met  at  firft  with  many  difficulties.  The  terms 
prefcribed  were  in  number  many,  and  in  their  nature  hard, 
infomuch  that  it  is  fcarce  to  be  conceived,  that  the  Dutch 
could  ever  have  fubmittcd  to  them ;  but  an  accident  (if 
indeed  the  cffeft  of  Cromwflh  intrigues  ought  to  be 
called  io)  delivered  them  out  of  their  diftrcfs.  The  par- 
liament on  the  1 2th  of  December  1653,  took  a  fudden 
refolution  of  delivering  up  their  power  to  him  from  whom 
it  came,  viz,  the  lord  general  Cromwelly  who  foon  after 
took  upon  him  the  fupreme  magiftracy,  under  the  title  of 
protedlor  ^.  He  quickly  admitted  the  Dutch  to  a  treaty 
upon  fofter  conditions,  though  he  affedled  to  make  ufe  of 
high  terms,  and  to  behave  towards  their  ambaffadors  with 
a  great  deal  of  haughtinefs,  which,  for  the  fake  of  their 
country's  intereft,  they  knew  well  ^npugh  how  \o  bear. 
This  treaty  ended  in  a  peace,  which  was  made  the  fourth  of 
Jpril  1654.  In  this  negotiation  the  coalition,  upon  which 
the  parliament  had  infifted,  was  entirely  dropped.  No 
mention  at  all  was  made  of  our  fole  right  to  fifliing  on 
our  own  coaft,  or  any  annual  tribute  fecured  to  us  for 
the  Dutch  fiftiing  in  our  feas,  which  had  been  aftually 
paid  to  king  Charles,  and  was  offered  to  the  parliament ; 
though  Cromwell y  becaufe  his  adminiftration  ftood  in  need 

of 


p  Clarendon,  Wliitlock,  Bifnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies, 
vol.1,  p.  317.  Rapin.  ^  Heath's chrofticle,p,  353. 
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of  a  peace,  thought  6t  to  part  with  it.  He  likewife 
gave  up  all  claim  to  the  fearching  Dutch  Ihips,  which  the 
parliament  had  rigoroufly  infifted  on.  The  right  of  limi- 
ting the  number  of  their  Ihips  of  war,  was  another  of 
their  articles  that  he  dropt  j  neither  did  he  oblige  them  to 
grant  the  Englijh  a  free  navigation  on  the  river  Scheld ', 
But  it  is  now  time  to  fee  the  terms  to  which  he  held 
them. 

It  was  in  the  firft  place  ftipulated,  that  fuch  as  could 
be  found  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  malFicre  at  jfm- 
boyna,  (hould  be  delivered  up  to  juftice.  This  was  very 
fpecious,  and  calculated  to  give  the  people  a  high  idea  of 
the  protector's  patriotifm,  who  thus  compelled  the  Dutch 
to  make  fatisfadtion,  for  an  offence  which  the  two  for- 
mer kings  could  never  bring  them  to  acknowledge.  But 
as  this  article  was  never  executed,  fo  we  may  reafonably 
conclude,  that  the  Dutch  knew  the  protedor's  mind  be- 
fore they  made  this  conceffion.  They  acknowledged  the 
dominion  of  the  Englijh  at  fea,  by  confenting  to  ftrikc 
the  flag,  fubmitted  to  the  aft  of  navigation,  undertook 
to  give  the  Eaji-lndia  company  fatisfadion  for  the  lofles 
they  had  fuftained,  and  by  a  private  article,  bound  them- 
felves  never  to  eleft  any  of  the  houfe  of  Orange  to  the 
dignity  of  Stadtkolder  ».  Thus  taking  all  things  together, 
this  ought  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  clofe  conjundlion 
between  the  new  protedlor  of  England^  and  the  Lowue- 
fiein  faftion  in  Holland^  than  an  alliance  between  the  two 
nations.  For  though  it  be  true,  that  fome  regard  was  had 
in  this  treaty  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  En^land^  yet 

con- 
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coTifidering  our  fuccefs  in  that  war,  and  the  fituation  things 
were  in  at  the  conclufion  of  it,  there  can  be  no  reafon  tdf 
doubt,  that,  if  the  parliament  which  begun  the  war  had 
ended  it,  they  would  have  done  it  upon  much  belter 
terms,  in  refpedl  both  to  profit  and  gtol-y. 

Hostilities  between  the  two  ftates  had  not  conti- 
nued quite  two  years  j  and  yet  in  that  time  the  Englijh 
toolc  nc'  lefs  than  one  ihoufand  feven  hundred  prizes,  va- 
lued by  the  Dutch  themfelves  at  fixty-two  millions  of 
guilders,  or  near  fix  millions  fterling.  On  the  contrary, 
thofe  taken  by  the"  Dutch  could  not  amount  to  the  fourth 
parr,  either  in  number  or  value.  Within  that  time  the 
Englijh  were  Viflorious  in  no  lefs  than  five  general  battles^ 
fome  of  which  were  of  feveral  daysj  whereas  the  Hoi' 
landers  cannot  juftly  boaft  of  having  gained  one.  For 
the  action  between  de  Ruyter  and  Ayfcue^  in  which  they 
pretended  fome  advantage,  was  no  general  fight  j  and  tha 
advantage  gained  by  Tromp  in  t^owm,  is  owned  to 
have  been  gained  but  over  a  pan  the  Bnglijb  fleet.  As 
fliort  as  this  quarrel  was,  it  brought  the  Dutch  to  greater 
extrejnities,  than  their  fourfcore  years  war  with  Spain*. 
The.ftates  fhewed  great  wifdom  in  one  point,  viz,  inclu- 
ding! their  ally  the  king  of  Denmark  in  this  treaty,  by 
undertaking  that  either  he  or  they  ihould  make  fatisfa- 
ftion  for  the  Englijh  {hips,  which  been  feized  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  in  his  port  *.       '  "    '" 

The  rupture  between  France  and  England  Hill  con- 
tinued, our  (hips  of  war  taking,  finking,  or  burning  theirs 
wherever  ^ey  met  them,  and  the  French  privateers  di- 
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fturbing  our  commerce  as  much  as  they  were  able  ".  An  ' 
attempt  was  made  by  the  French  miniftry  to  have  got 
France  as  well  as  Denmark  included  in  the  peace  made 
with  the  dates :  but  Cromwell  would  not  hear  of  this,  be* 
caufe  he  knew  how  to  make  his  advantage  of  the  difficul- 
ties the  French  then  laboured  under  another  way  j  in 
which  he  fucceeded  perfedly  well,  obliging  them  in  1655J 
to  fubmit  to  his  own  terms,  and  to  give  up  the  interefts 
of  the  royal  family,  notwithftanding  their  near  rehtion, 
to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  He  likewife  obtained  a  verj'  ad- 
vantageous treaty  of  commerce,  and  without  queftio;i  his 
condu<5l  with  regard  to  France,  would  have  deferved  com- 
mendation, if,  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  his  own  govern* 
ment,  he  had  not  entered  too  readily  into  the  views  of 
cardinal  Mazarine,  and  contributed  thereby  to  the  ag- 
grandizing of  a  power  which  has  been  terrible  to  Europe 
ever  fince  ^;  and  which  he  might  have  reduced  within 
jull  bounds,  if  he  had  fo  pleafcd. 

H£  did  not  difcover  his  intentions  in  this  refpe€t  all  at 
once,  but  by  degrees  only,  and  as  they  became  necelTary. 
He  affefted  to  have  his  friendfhip  earneftly  follicited  both 
by  France  and  Spain,  and  even  declared  publickly,  that  lie 
would  give  it  to  the  court  which  deferved  beft,  or,  in 
plain  terms,  bid  higheft  for  it  ".  The  firft  fign  of  his  re- 
conciliation to  the  French,  was,  the  reftoring  i.he  (hips 
taken  by  J5A2-f^,  with  provifions  and  ammunition  for  the 
garrifon  of  Dunkirk ;  and  yet  nothing  of  confidence  ap- 
peared then  between  the  cardinal  and  him,  though  it  is 
generally  fuppofed,  that  the  firft  inftigation  to  the  Spanijh 
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came  from  him  ;  wtio  gave  the  protestor  to  undei'« 
(land,  that  the  Englijb  maritime  forc^  could  not  be  better 
employed,  than  in  conquering  part  of  the  Spani/h  JVtft' 
JndieSy  while  France  attacked  the  fame  crown  in  Europe  \ 
and  to  purchafe  his  aflidance,  would  feddily  felinquifh  ths 
royal  family,  and  fo  rid  hitn  from  all  fears  of  an  inra- 
fion  y.  Befides  thefe  hints  from  abroad,  the  proteflor  had 
fome  notices  of  a  like  nature  at  home ;  efpecialiy  from 
one  Gage  a  prieft,  who  had  been  long  in  America,  and 
who  furnilhed  him  wfth  a  copious  account  of  the  wealth 
and  weaknefs  of  the  Spaniards  there  *. 

Immediately  after  the  conclufion  of  the  Dutch 
tvar,  the  proledlor  ordered  all  the  Chips  of  his  navy  to  be 
repaired,  and  put  into  good  condition.  He  likewife  di- 
refted  many  new  ones  to  be  built  j  ftore-houfes,  maga- 
zines, ^r.  to  be  filled  with  ammunition  and  proviiion: 
whence  it  was  evident  enough  that  he  intended  not  to  be 
idle,  though  no  body  knew  againft  whom  this  mighty 
force  was  to  be  exerted ».  In  the  fuiflmer  of  the  year 
1654,  he  ordered  two  great  fleets  to  be  provided,  one  of 
which  was  to  be  commanded  by  admiral  Blake,  and  the 
other  by  vice-admiral  Penn,  Neither  of  thefe  had  any 
knowledge  of  what  the  other  was  to  attempt ;  fo  far  from 
it,  they  knew  not  perfeftly  what  themfelves  were  to  per- 
form '*.  Their  orders  were  to  be  opened  at  f6a,  ahd  they 
had  no  further  lights  given  them,  than  were  abfolutely 
requifite  for  making  the  neceffary  preparations.  Blake, 
■        '  '"  ■  ■'  "      as 

y  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Bafnage»  Rapin,  &c.  *  He  wrote 

a  book  entitled,  A  Survey  of  the  Weft-indies,  of  which  the 
iitft  edition  was  in  folio,  and  there  have  been  feveral  in  oflavo  ; 
but  thefe  latter  want  a  chapter  which  is  the  moll  curious  in  the  whole 
book.  *.  Clarendon's  Hiftory,  p.  673.  Bafnage  Annates  des  pro- 
vinces ynies,  vol  i.  p.  400.  ••  Clarendon's  hiftory,  p.  6-ji. 
Whijiock,  Rapin. 
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as  loon  as  all  things  ^vefe  ready,  put  to  Tea,  and  failed  m* 
to  iht  Strtights^  where  his  orders  were  to  procure  fatis-^ 
fa<aion  from  fUch  princes  and  ftates,  as  had  either  infulted 
;he  government^  or  injured  the  commerce  of  England, 
Butj  before  his  departure,  it  had  been  induftrioufly  given 
out,  that  he  was  to  intercept  the  duke  of  Guife^  and  to 
protect  the  kingdom  of  Napki  from  ihe  French.  This 
had  the  defired  efFe^a ;  it  lulled  the  Spaniards  afleep,  and 
even  difpofcd  them  to  (hew  the  admiral  all  poffible  civi- 
lities, who  very  probably  had  as  yet  no  fufpicion  of  Crom' 
weirs  defign  to  break  with  that  nation;  The  firft  place 
he  went  to  was  Leghorn,  where  he  had  two  accounts  to 
make  up  with  the  grand  duke :  the  firfl:  was  for  his  fub- 
jedls  purchaling  the  prizes  made  by  prince  Rupert ;  the 
ether  for  the  damage  done  by  Fan  Galen,  when  /fppUtm 
was  forced  out  of  Leghorn  road.  Thefe  demands  furprized 
the  prince  on  whom  they  were  maJe ;  efpecially,  when  he 
underdood  how  large  a  fum  was  expected  from  him,  not 
Jefs  in  the  whole  than  150,000  /.  which,  however,  was 
moderated  to  60,000/.  and  this  fum  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  was  a6lual[y  paid  •=.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  >//- 
giers,  where  he  arrived  the  loth  of  March  1655,  ^^^ 
anchored  without  the  mole,  fending  an  officer  to  the 
Dey  to  demand  fatisfaftion  for  the  piracies  committed  on 
the  Engli/hf  and  the  releafe'  of  all  captives  belonging  to 
bis  nation.  The  Dey  anfwered  very  modeftly,  that  as  for 
the  (hips  and  Haves,  they  were  now  the  property  of  pri- 
vate perfons,  from  wliom  he  could  not  take  thetn  v/ith 
.Vol.  U^     ^^rv..:.:-     ::••■>#■.■  \:        '  ^^ 


«  Heath»8  Chronicle,  p.  366.  Vie  cfe  eromWell.  vol.  if.  §: 
^S.  JLifeff  Blake,  Bate#*»  Hiftory. 
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fafcry  to  himfelf ;  but  that  he  would  make  it  his  care  they 
Ihould  be  redeemed  upon  eafy  terms,  and  would  make  a 
treaty  with  him  to  prevent  any  hoftilitics  being  commit- 
ted for  the  future.  The  admiral  left  iha  port  upon  this, 
and  failed  to  TuniSy  where  he  fent  the  like  meflage  on 
fhore  ;  but  received  a  very  fliort  anfwer,  viz.  Here  are  our 
caftki  of  Gulelta  and  Porto  Ferino  :  you  may  do  your 
worfl ;  we  do  net  fear  you.  Blake  entered  the  bay  of 
Porto  FerinOy  and  came  within  mufkct  (hot  of  the  callle  ' 
and  line,  which  he  played  upon  fo  warmly,  that  they 
were  foon  in  a  defencelefs  condition.  There  were  then 
nine  (hips  in  the  road,  which  the  admiral  refolvcd  to  burn  j 
and  with  this  view  ordered  every  captain  of  his  own  (hips 
to  man  his  long-boat  with  choice  men,  and  direded  thefe 
to  enter  the  harbour  and  fire  the  (hips  of  Tunis^  while  he 
and  his  fleet  covered  them  from  the  caftle,  by  playing  con- 
tinually on  it  with  their  cannon.  The  feamen  in  their 
boats  boldly  aflaulted  the  pyrates,  and  burnt  all  their  (hips, 
with  the  lofs  of  twenty-five  men  killed,  and  forty-eight 
wounded.  This  daring  aftion  fpread  the  terror  of  his 
name  through  Jfrica  and  Jfta^  which  had  long  been  for- 
midable in  Europe.  From  Tunis  he  went  to  Tripoli^  and 
concluded  a  peace  with  that  government.  Thence  he 
returned  to  7a«/;,  and  threatning  to  do  farther  execution, 
the  inhabitants  implored  hie  mercy  from  their  works,  and 
begged  him  to  grant  them  a  peace,  which  he  did  on 
terms  glorious  for  him,  and  profitable  for  his  country ''. 

The  other  fleet  being  alfo  in  readinefs,  and  compofed 
of  about  thirty  (hips  of  war,  and  a  convenient  number  of 
.     .--^  .       -         :-•    '•"-",,.  .  ..„   tranlports ; 


-»  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  3/4^  375-  ^  Vie ^dt^jfoliiM,  Vol.- li* 
p.  348,  349. 
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tranfports ;  the  protedlor  refolvcd  they  fliould  fail  in  the 
month  of  December  1654.  Admiral  Penn  had  the  chief 
comm?ind  of  this  fleet,  and  under  him  were  vice-admiral 
Good/on,  and  rear-admiral  B/agge.  The  commander  of 
the  land-forces  was  colonel  Fenables,  an  old  officer,  who, 
as  well  as  the  admiral,  was  fecretly  in  the  king's  intereft, 
and  intended  to  have  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
Hore  him.  Tiie  tnops  confifted  of  about  five  thoufand 
men,  amongft  wJom  many  were  royalifts,  and  the  reft  fo 
little  fuisfied  with  the  proteftor*s  adminiftration,  that  one 
great  end  of  this  expedition  was  to  be  rid  of  them  '.  Fe^ 
nahlcs  had  defired  of  Cromwell^  that  great  care  might  be 
taken  in  furnifliing,  arms,  and  ammunition  ;  that  his  for- 
ces might  be  properly  chofen,  and  that  himfelf  might 
not  be  fettered  by  his  inftrudlions.  In  all  thefe  he  foon 
found  himfelf  difappointed ;  his  provifion  was  not  only 
fliort  in  quantity,  but  very  bad  in  its  kind  ;  arms  and  am- 
munition were  very  fparingly  fupplied,  and  in  a  manner 
fitter  for  fhew  than-  fervice ;  his  troops  were  either  raw  or 
invalids,  and  by  his  inftrudlions,  he  was  tied  up  from  do- 
ing any  thing  without  the  confent  of  others  ^  Before 
he  could  acquire  any  certain  knowledge  of  thefe  particu- 
lars, he  was  hurried  on  board  at  Fort/mouthy  whence  he 
immediately  failed  for  Barbddoes  »,  -  ^'  '*'  *  >  ''  *  •  '  ' 
The  fleet  arrived  in  CarliJIe  bay  on  the  2^th  of  Janu- 
ary 1655,  and  were  very  joyfully  received  by  all  the  in- 


•iV 


•*■'  ■•'^'    habitants 


'    «  Clarendon's  Hiftory,  p  673.  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  365.  Life 
of  Dr.  John  Barwick,  p,  i  85.  ^  The  only  juft  and  genuine 

account  of  this  expedition  is  to  be  found  in  Barchet's  Naval  Hi- 
ftory, which  was  drawn  up  at  the-titne,  from  the  examination  of 
Penn,  Venables,  and  their  fuperiour  officers.  i  Life  of  Dr,  John 
Barwick,  p.  185.       'yi  '"  '-.j.  ...    ■'  •>       .  .4,:!^>.n -.,«        -, 
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habitants  of  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes^  where  they  ftdid 
fome  time,  in  order  to  recruit  and  make  the  neceilkry  pre- 
parations for  their  intended  defcent  on  the  illand  of  Hi/pa' 
niola.  We  have  been  long  taught  blindly  to  admire  the 
wifdom  and  condu£l  of  CromwtU  in  his  enterprizes  ;  but 
certainly  this  was  the  word  managed  that  ever  our  nation 
undertook.  General  Venables  found  himfelf  deficient  in  all 
forts  of  neceifaries,  and  which  was  worfe,  found  admiral 
Penn  very  little  inclined  to  afford  him  even  the  ailiftance 
that  was  in  his  power.  He  expoftulated  with  him  to  no 
purpofe,  which  made  the  v/retchednefs  of  his  and  their  con- 
dition fo  apparent,  that  one  of  their  fellow-commiflioneri 
/aid  plainly,  he  doubted  they  were  betrayed.  It  was,  how- 
ever, too  late  to  look  back,  and  befides,  abundance  of  vo- 
luntiers  reforted  to  Barbadces  from  all  our  planutions,  in 
order  to  (hare  the  riches  that  were  to  be  taken  from  the 
Spaniards  ;  fo  that  Venables  faw  himfdf  under  a  neceiHty 
of  proceeding,  notwithflanding  he  was  thoroughly  fatisfied, 
they  were  in  no  condition  to  proceed  ^ 

Fkom  Barbadees  the  Heet  failed  en  the  lafc  of  March 
to  St.  ChriJIopher's^  where  they  met  with  another  fupply 
of  voluntiers  ;  fo  that  when  they  embarked  for  IJifpanioIa^ 
Venables  had  under  bis  comm^ind  ;Iie  greatelt  body  of  Eu- 
ropean troops  that  had  ever  been  feen  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  his  army  confifting  of  very  near  10,000  men.  It 
mu2t»  however,  be  obferved,  that  they  were  in  the 
worft  temper  in  tb«  world  for  making  conquells.  Mod 
of  them,  when  they  left  England,  did  it  with  a  view  to 
make  their  fortunes ;  but  now  the  commiflioners  (of  whom 
Venables  indeed  was  or«,  but  of  a  di/Terent  opinion  from 

all 


^  Heath's  Cbrooicle,  p.  365.  Vie  de  Cromwcii,  vol.  ii.  p.  349. 
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all  the  reft)  told  them,  that  every  penny  oT  their  plunder 
was  to  be  accounted  for,  and  that  they  could  only  allow 
them  a  fortnight's  pay  by  way  of  equivalenL  This  had 
like  to  have  thrown  them  into  a  general  mutiny,  and  it 
was  with  much  ado,  that  the  officers  pacified  them  with 
a  promife  of  fix  weeks  pay,  which  the  commiffioners, 
however,  would  not  be  brought  to  confirm ;  and  in  this 
fituation  things  were,  when  they  embarked  for  Ht^» 
niola '. 

They  arrived  before  the^  city  of  St.  Domingo^  and  gc» 
neral  Venables  propofed  that  they  fhould  fail  dire^ly  into 
the  harbour,  which,  however,  was  not  agreed  to  by  the 
fea-ofiicers,  who  propofed  landing  at  tlie  river  Hint ;  for 
which  purpofe,  part  of  the  fquadron  was  detached  under 
the  command  of  vice-admiral  Qoodfin^  who  when  at  Tea, 
declared  he  had  no  pilots  to  conduct  the  Clips  into  tho 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  therefore,  the  troops  were  com- 
nelled  (notwithflanding  general  VenabUs  protefled  againft 
it)  to  land  at  the  wefl-point,  from  whence  they  had  forty 
miles  to  march  through  a  thick  woody  country  without 
any  guide  $  infomuch,  that  numbers  of  men  and  horfes, 
through  ^tigue,  extremity  of  heat,  and  want  of  water 
were  deftroyed.  After  four  days  march,  the  army  came 
to  the  place  where  they  might  have  been  firfl  put  on 
(hore;  buc  by  that  time  the  enemy  had  drawn  together 
the  whole  force  of  the  ifland,  and  had  recovered  from  their 
firft  furprize.  Colonel  BulliTy  who  had  landed  with  his 
regiment  near  Hint-meXy  and  had  orders  to  remain  there 
till  the  army  joined  him,  thought  fit,  on  the  coming  of 
Qox  the  guide,  to  march  away ;  and  for  wane  of  this 

O  3  guide, 

\  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  369, 
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guide, 'the  genet-al  and  his  forces  rqarched  ten  or  twelvij. 
miles  out  of  their  road.  Exafperated  with  thefc  difap-' 
jtointments,  and  the  hard(hip8  they  'had  undergcwie,  the 
rfcgiment  of  Teamen,  under  the  comnliand  of  admiral  Good-^ 
fin  mutinied  firft,  and  then  the  land-troops  ;  lo  thai  the 
general  had  much  acio  to  prevail  on  them  to  ford  the  river* 
At  length,  colonel  Bulkr^  ind  Ci^A- the  guide,  joined  them, 
and  promifed  to  condu<it  them  to  a  place  where  thejr  might 
be  fupplied  with  water ;  but  this  colonel  taking  the  liberty 
of  ftraggling  for  the  iake  of  piilagei  tbe''S'ptf«/«r^/j.attacked 
him,  and  in  one  of  thefe  Ikirmilheis  C^Afj  their  only  gUidejr 
•was  killed;  yet  the  ^/<3«wr/^J  were  aj  M  repulfed,.;aa<J; 
pu-jCued  within  canjrton-(hot  of  the  town-^:'.  lo.?':  i* 
,  In  this  dillrefled  condition,  a  council  of  war  wa8;CMljied» 
wherein,  after  mature  delibera^iionj  it  was  refol.ved,t<?;march 
tp'the  harbour,  in  the  belt  manner  they  could!,  whijch; 
wjth  much  difficulty  they  eSed^cd.  There  theyr  llai<i 
three  or  four  days  to  furnifli  themfelves  with  provifions,, 
and  other  neceflaiies,  and  then  with  a  fingld  mort$r-piecei 
niarched  into  the  ii'and  again,  to  reduce  the  fort.  The 
vanguard  was  commanded  by  adjutant-feneral  J^^.^/i,  who, 
as  foon  as  he  was  attacked  by  xht 'laniards,  ran r  away, 
aiid  his  troops  ^fter  him.  The  paflage  through  the  wood* 
being  very  narrow,  they  prefled  on  the  general's  regimenty 
who  in  vain  endeavoured  to  ftop  them  with  their  pikes. 
They  likewife  drfordered  major-general  //tf/>w's  regiment^ 
which  gave  the  enemy,  who  followed'  very  eag«^;V  and 
afforded  no  quarter,  great  advantage ;  fo'  that  thf., major- 
gener?.!,  and  the  braveft  of  the  o0icers,  who,  like  EngHJh- 
ifieUy  preferred  death  before  flight,  ended  their  days  here.' 
•"'•■""'i'.  Y   ^^'  .      .  At 
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Ac  laft,  general  Venables  and  vice-admiral  Goodjbn^  at  the 
head  of  their  regiments,   forced  the  run-a-ways  into  thp 
Wood,    obliged  the  enemy  to  retire,  and  kept  their  own 
grounds,  notwithftanding,  the  fire  from  the  fort  was  yer/ 
warm',   -f-^i^m  19rilfr'.&         ■   .n^c/^, '?;'k^: 'Kfmirtt;-'^itst 
i^'^Bv  this  time  the  forces  were  fo  much  fatigued  and  difr 
couraged,  that  they  could  not  be  brought  to  play  the  mor- 
Wir^*  The  general,  though  reduced  to  a  very  low  condi- 
tion, caufed  himfelf  to  be  led  from  place  to  place,  lo  en^ 
courage  them ;  till  fainting  at  laft,  he  was  forced  to  leay* 
<!ie  care  to  major-general  Forte/cue,  who  did.  what  he  could 
to  revive  their  fpirits,  but  to  very  little  purpofe.      -^  i  -'^'w 
''"■Soon  after,  it  was  refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  that 
iince  the  enemy  had  fortified  all  thepaflcs,  and  the  whole 
^fmy  was  in  the  ntmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  wafer,  they 
ihouid  march  to  a  place  where  they  were  informed  a  (ut^ 
•ply  of  that,  and  other  neceflaries,   had  been  put  a(h<>n» 
il'om  the  fhips.    In  this  march,  the  foldiers  foUow^i  ttheir 
officers,  till  they  found  themfelves  in  danger,  and  thea  left 
them ;  infomuch,  that  the  commiflioners  owned,  by ;a,lctr 
ter  they  wrotS  to  the  governor  oi  Barbadoei,  that,  had  not 
the  enemy  been  ss  fearful  as  their -owti  men,  they  might 
in  a  very  few'days  deftroycd  the  Whole  army ;  and  withal, 
^hey  let  him  know,  that  thofcwho  had  occafioned  the 
greatefl:  difcrder,  were  thofe  of  Barhadm  and  St.  Chriji». 
p^^r's;  infomuch,  that  they,  the  faid  commiflioners,  who 
Wnie  Pvftn,  Winpw  ^nd  Buller,  had  refolved  to  leave  the 
yilace,  and  try  what  could  be  done  againft  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica.    Such  was  the  end  of  this  expedition,  after  hav- 
ing been  on  (bore  from  the  fourteenth  of  Jpril  to  the  firft 
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of  May^  when  this  refolution  of  failing  to  Jamaies  ym 

taken".  '■  »      •'>•      !-'•■.■.•:■.,.-;  •;,  .^U     >;     i,S;;jn 

The  army  was  accordingly  in  a  little  time  embarked; 
but  the  fick  and  wounded  men  were  left  on  the  bare  deck$ 
for  eight  and  forty  hours,  without  either  meat,  drink»  or 
drefTing,  infomuch,  that  w«rms  bred  in  their  fores:  and 
even  while  they  were  on  ihore,  the  provifions  fent  to  them 
were  not  watered,  but  candied  with  fait,  notwithfianding 
they  had  not  water  fufficient  to  quench  their  thirft.  Nay, 
tfter  their  misfortunes  on  ihore,  VenabUs  averred,  Xh^% 
Winn  gave  rear-admiral  Blagge.  orders  not  to  furnUh  them 
^ith  any  more  provifions  of  wh^t  kind  foever;  fp  that 
they  eat  up  all  the  dogs,  ailer,  and  horfc^  in  the  camp, 
and  fome  of  them  fuch  things  as  were  in  then^felves  poi- 
(onous,  of  which  about  forty  died.  Before  the  forces  wcr? 
embarked,  adjutant-general  Jackforty  wai  tried  at  a  court- 
martial,  and  not  only  fentenced  to  be  calbiereds  and  hit 
iword  brokep  over  his  head,  but  to  do  the  duty  of  a  fwab- 
ber,  in  keepii^g  clean  the  hofpital-ihip ;  a  puni(hmenl  fuit* 
sble  to  hi^  notorious  cowardice  ?. 

The  defcent  Qn  JamaUa^  was  better  mannged  than 
that  on  Hifiamohi  for  immediately  on  their  landing, 
which  was  pn  the  third  of  4*9^  general  Vtnables  i^ued  hit 
^ders,  that  if  any  qian  (ho^]d  be  fouQd  attempting  to  u^ 
away,  the  miiX  mail  to  hini  ihould  put  him  to  death ; 
which  if  he  faijed  to  do,  |ie  ihoi^ld  be  liable  to  a  fourt* 
fnartial  ^  The  next  day  they  attacked  a  fort  which  they 
carried,  and  were  then  preparing  to  ftorm  the  town  of  St. 
'jagOy  but  this  the  ^ani/b  inhabitants  prevented,  by  a  time- 


«  Ibid,  abi  fiipw.        •  Ibid.  p.  394.        •  Burchet*3  naval  fci^ 
tory,  p.  3 14.    Clarendon,  Whiuock,  Heath's  chronicle^ 
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]y  treaty;  yet  before  the  general  would  Iiften  to  any  pro- 
pofitions  of  peace,  he  infifted,  that  a  certitln  quantity  of 
provifions  (hould  be  fent  them  daily,  which  was  pundlually 
performed  ^  and  this  gave  his  foldiers  ftrength  and  fpirits;  an4 
in  a  ihort  time,  thejr  negotiations  ended  m  a  compleat  fur* 
fender  of  the  inland  to  the  Eng^,  as  appears  by  the  arti- 
cles, which  tlie  reader  may  find  at  large  in  feveral  of  our 
hiltorians  >*.  General  Venabks  finding  himfelf  in  a  very 
i^reak  condition,  defired  the  confent  of  the  commiflioners 
to  open  their  ultimate  inftruAions,  to  which,  after  mature 
deliberation,  they  yielded.  In  ^hefe,  he  found  he  had 
power,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  to  refign  his  command,  which 
he  did  accordingly  to  general  Forte/cue  i  upon  this,  admiral 
J^enn  followed  his  example,  and  delivered  up  his  charge  to 
vice-admiral  Goodjbn^  with  whom  he  left  a  (lout  fquadron 
of  (hips,  and  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet  returned  to  Eng- 
land. In  their  palTage  home,  they  fell  in  wjth  the  Spanijh 
plate  fleet,  |n  the  gulph  of  Fkrida^  but  without  attacking 
it]  whether  through  want  cf  will,  or  of  inftruftionii,  at 
this  diilance,  it  is  hard  to  determine  ^. 

Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  Penn  and  Finablts^ 
^hich  was  'm,  the  month  of  September  1655^  they  were 
both  committed  clofe  prifoners  to  the  Tmtr,  to  fatnfy  the 
clamours  of  tne  people,  who  then  (as  it  often  happens) 
^id  the  greated  blame  on  him  who  leaft  deferved  it  %  All 
that  the  protestor  infifled  on,  was,  that  they  (hould  con- 
(els  their  faults,  in  leaving  their  reipe^ive  charges ;  and  be 

proroifed 


f  Burchet  abridges  th«m  to  four,  in  the  page  laft  cited.    See 
9lfo  Whitlock,  Kennet,  Rapin»  &c.  1  Heath*s  chronicle  p. 

376.  '  Clarendon^  hiftory,  p.  674,    Heath's  chronicle,  p. 

376.    Life  of  Dr.  John  Rarwick,  p.  186.    W  \itlock,  Ludlow, 
Bites*s  hiftcry  of  the  troubki  in  England,  ftc. 
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promifdtf  t5  rel^^fe  them  upoti  their  fubtniffion.    ThisP^w 
quickly  dici,  and  Was  accordingly  difcharged;  but  Vtnahlei 
abfolutely  refufed  it,  always  inMing  that  he  had  comrriittcd 
lid  fault,  fince  in  cafe  of  inability  to  execute  his  duty,  his 
inftrudlions  permitted  him  to  fefign  his  comrtiatid '".  '  His 
memory  has  been  very  hardly  treated,  I  think  With  little 
reafon ;  for  as  to  what  is  faid  bf  his  fuffering  the  Spaniards 
to  carry  off  their  efFefts  from  the  City  of  St.  J  ago  to  the 
mountains,   and  thereby  defrauding  the  foldiers  of  their 
plunder;  it  appears  to  be  a  grofs  calumny,  for  feveral  rea- 
fons '.    For  fii-ft,  admitting  the  faft  to  be  true,  that  -they 
did  carry  off  their  effects,  this  Could  prove  no  lofs  to  the 
foldiers,  but  quite  the  contrary ;  fince  if  they  had  now  fal- 
len into  their  hands,  the  commHfioners  would  have  feized 
them  for  the  prbteftor's  ufe,  in  ptirfuance  of  the  order  be-' 
fore- mentioned.    'Next,  the  general  could  do  nothing  in 
this  refpeft,  without  the  corffent  of  the  other  commif- 
fioners;  and  laftly,  it  appears  by  the  moft  authentic  ac-^ 
count  we  have  of  this  affair,  that  the  foldiers  were  ib  for 
from  being  diflatisfied  with  his  condudl,  that  they  relied  up- 
on  him  to  reprefeht  their  grievances  at  home,  and  to  pl-o- 
cure  redrefsj  which  he  did  as  far' as  was  in  his  power  ". 
The  reafon  of  his  being  firft  afp'efltd,  was,  a  perfiia6bn 
that  he  was  a  confident  and  creature  of  CromweWa ;  which' 
is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  the  Very  contrary  is  certain. 
The  protector  hated  j  and  was  jealous  of  him,  and  confer- 
red on  him  this'  command,  merely  to  get  him  out  of  his 
way  ^.  ■  The  truth  is,   the  fault  lay  in  the  protedtor's 
-  fcheme, 

»  Barchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  395.   '    *^  Britifti  empire  in  Arae- 
Tica,  vol.  ii.  p.  306.  "  All  {hefe  fads  the  rea4er  will  find  jn 

the  copious  account  of  this  voyaae,  publil^ed  in  Burchet.  ,^  Cla- 
rendou's  hiflory,  p.  673.  t^ife  of  Dr.  Johii  Barwick,  p.  184,.  185. 
Heatii's  chronicle,  p.  369. 
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fcheme,  which  was,  tohaveraifedalarge  fupply  for  bis  own 
empty  coffers  from  this  expedition.  This  induced  him  X.6 
ti€  the  commilHoners  down,  to  hinder  the  foldiers  from 
keeping  their  plunder,  upon  pain  of  death ;  and  their  in- 
fifting  upon  this,  had  like  to  have  been  the  ruin  of  the 
whole  undertaking  ^  The  reader  mull  difcern  the  j  aft  ice 
Of  thefe  remarks,  from  the  fa{Ets  bfefore  laid  dowri,  which 
are' indifpntable  i  and,  as  to  fpeak  truth  freely,  and  give 
mens  charadlers,  impartially,  ought  to  be  the  fliudy  of  art 
hiftorian,  I  hope,  this  will  jultify  me  for  infifting  fo  long 
on  this  head.        -    • 

■  Admiral  Blakis  fleet  continued  air  this  time  m  the 
Mediterranean^  and  was  now  in  the  road  to  Cadiz,  Wlrere 
he  received  the  greateft  civilities  from  i\\Q  Spaiuardsy  zx\k 
lived  on  the  beft:  terms  imaginable  with  rhem  j  for,  "till  the 
blow;  was  ftruck  at  Jjmaica,  Crcnriwelli  to  the  beft  bf  hii 
power,  carefully  concealed  his  defign  to  make  war.  Wheti 
this  was  known,  th^  Spaniards  declared  imrtiediately  agairiit 
him,  and  feized  the  effects  of  a'l  the  Englijh  merchants  in 
their  dominions,  loan  immenft  value;  an  incident  which 
feems  not  tr  hive  been  fufficiently  confiv  sred,  by  thofe  \yho 
cry  up  the  proteclor*s  cbhdudl  fo  highly  y.  This  war,  a? 
we  have  before  obferved,  was,  at  the  bottom,  underfakeii 
for  his  own  advantage,  from  a  profpeft  of  fupply  ing  hi^ 
coffers  with  mone)',  wrtliout  putting  him  utider  the  hecel^ 
iity  of  calling  parliaments  ^.  It  is  true,  that  in  public  de- 
clarations, he  talked  much  of  his  regard  to  trade,  and  his 
concern  for  the  freedom  of  navigation :  and  no  doubt,  h6 
was.  fincere  in  this,  io  far  as  it  was  confiftent  with  his  own 
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*  Burch^naval  hiftory,  p.  390,  391.  y  Clarendon,  Whit- 
lock,  Heam's  chronicle,  Kennet,  Echard,  Ludlow,  Rjpin.  ^  Bate's 
hiftory  of  the  troubles  in  England,  part  ii.  p.  zoj. 
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power,  and'not  a  jot  beyond  it  j  olherwifc  he  wouW  have 
confidered  the  profits  of  our  national  trade  wrth  Spain^ 
which  were  at  that  time  very  great,  xh&Frtnsh  having  never 
interfered,  and  the  Dutch  being  utterly  diiliked  by  the  Spani- 
arc^s.    At  lead  he  (hould  have  taken  care  by  fome  timely 
hint,  to  enable  fo  great  a  body  as  the  merchants  trading 
to  Spain   then  were    to  have  withdrawn  their  effects ; 
and  the  negle<5t  of  this  was  not  the  efTedt  of  any  inatten- 
tion, a  thing  impoflible  while  Thurloe  had  the  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs,  but  the  pure  confequence  of  public  in- 
tereft  clafhing  with  his  private  views ;   and,    therefore, 
throughout  the  whole  tranfadtion,  he  appears  to  have  been 
a  g,reat  politician,  but  no  patriot.     1  fay  nothing  as  to  his 
breach  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  attacking  the  Spaniards 
without  any  previous  declaration  i   becaufe  in  the  firft 
place,  this  was  not  very  inconfiftent  with  the  principles 
oh  which  his  government  was  founded  1  and  next,   the 
Spaniards  had  broke  through  all  rules  of  true  policy,  as 
well  as  decorum,  in  acknowledging  and  courting  him  as 
they  did  J  and  therefore,  felt  no  more  than  the  juft  effects 
of  their  oWn  refinements.  .j>  >   > '       i     ■.■^m  ia--^ 

When  nothing  more  was  to  be  got  by  concealing  his 
intentions,  the  prote«5tor  fent  Mr.  Montague  with  a  fmall 
fquadron  of  men  of  war  into  the  Mediterranean  to  join 
Blakty  and  to  carry  him  fre(h  inftruAions ;  the  principal  of 
which  was  to  block  up  the  port  of  Cadiz^  in  which  there 
was  a  fleet  of  forty  fail,  intended  to  fecure  the  Flota :  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  failing  of  this  fleet  was  prevented, 
the  Engtijh  were  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  to  hinder 
the  Flota  from  coming  in  without  (haring  in  the  riches  on 
board  \    Blake  and  Montague  executed  their  orders  with 

^ual 


Clareodon's  hiilory,  p.  676.  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  381. 
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equal  (kill  and  induftry,  taking  care  lo  obtain  a  fupply  of 
frefli  provTions  and  water,  as  often  as  they  had  occalion, 
from  the  Portugal  coaft.    Thither  for  that  purpofc  they 
had  failed  Vith  the  greateft  part  of  the  fleet,  when  the 
fquadfon  from  the  Indies  approached  Cadiz.  Rear-admiral 
Stayner  with  feven  frigates  plied  to  and  fro,  till  thefe  eight 
large  (hips  were  in  view,  which  he  prefenily  knew  to  be 
what  they  really  were  i  whereas  they  took  his  veflels,  be- 
caufe  they  lay  very  low  in  the  water,  for  filhermen.  This 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  coming  up  with  and  fighting 
them,  though  the  weather  hindered  four  of  his  frigates 
from  afting.    Yet  with  the  Speahr^  the  Bridgwater,  and 
the  Plymouth,  he  did  his  bufinefs,  and  after  an  obftinaie 
engagement  funk  two,  ran  two  more  a-ground,  and  took 
two  of  the  Spanijb  veflels,  fo  that  two  only  efcaped.    In 
one  of  thofe  was  the  marouifs  of  Badajox,  of  the  family 
of  Lopez,  who  had  been  governor  of  Peru  for  the  king 
of  Spain,  who  was  killed  in  the  fight,  with  his  wife,  and 
a  daughter ;  the  eldeil  fon  and  his  brother  were  faved,  and 
brought  fhfe  to  the  generals  with  this  prize,  wherein  were 
two  millions  of  pieces  of  eight ;  and  as  much  there  was  in 
one  of  them  that  was  funk*    The  admiral  who  carried  the 
flag  (for  concealing  the  richeft  (hip)  with  the  Portugal 
prize  recovered  the  (hore.    Soon  after  general  Montague 
with  the  young  marquifs  of  Badajtx,  and  part  of  the  fleet 
to  efcort  the  filver,  returned  into  England,  delivered  the 
bullion  into  the  Mint ;  and  at  his  interpoiition  the  young 
marquifs  was  fet  at  liberty.    For  this  a  thankfgiving,  with 
a  narrative  to  be  read  thereon,  was  appointed  by  the  pariia- 
menty  who  iflued  their  declaration  of  war  againft  Spain  ^, 

The 


*  Clarendon,  ubi  fupra.    Heath,  Bale,  Whitlock,   Barchet, 
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The  protedlor  took  a  great  deal  of  care  of  his  new 
conqueft,  Jamaica  and  within  a  very  (hort  time  after 
tfce  return  of  Pe/in  and  Venables,  ki\t  a  confiderable  fup- 
ply  thither,  and  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war.  Thefe  tfoops 
were  commanded  by  colonel  Humfreys^  but  major  Sedg- 
wick went  with  him,  and  had  a  commiflio"  je  governor 
of  the  ifland^  When  they  came  th  .,  they  found 
things  in  a  much  better  pofture  than  they  expeded.  Colo- 
nel D^ffjily^  to  whom  Forte/cue  on  account  of  licknefs  had 
refigncd  his  command,  was  a  perfon  fo  indefatigable,  that 
he  had  fubdued  all  the  oppofirion  he  met  With,  and  dri- 
ven the  Spaniards  out  of  the  ifland,  notwithftanding,  they 
had  fortified  themfelves  in  two  or  three  places  very  ftrong- 
ly,  and  had  been  abundantly  fupplied  with  artillery  and 
ammunition  from  Cuba^.  It  is  eafy  to  account  for  the 
different  behaviour  of  thefe  men  here,  and  at  Hifpctniola, 
They  fought  there  for  the  profit  of  others ;  but  at  this 
time  for  their  own.  They  were  then  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  climate,  and  fo  lefs  able  to  bear  it;  whereas 
they  were  now  in  fome  meafure  I'eafoned  to  it :  yet  this 
colonel  D't^ly  who  did  fo  much  for  the  colony,  was  tc  be 
removed  at  all  events  from  tne  government,  bccaui'o  he 
had  been  formerly  a  cavalier.  Sedgwick^  however,  who 
was  to  have  been  his  fucceflbr,  quicKly  died,  aitd  fo  did 
Forte/cue ;  and  Humfreys^  according  to  his  orders,  return- 
ed home  with  a  fmall  fleet  ^  Upon  this,  the  protcdlor 
difpatched  another  looo  men  from  Scotland  with  one  colo- 
nel Brayne,  who  was  to  take  the  government  out  of  colo- 
nel D'jyly's  hands :  but  he  likewife  dying  almoft  as  loon 


»  Heath's  chi'onicle,  p.  S77.         ^  Englifli  empire  in  America, 
Tol.  ii.  p.  308.  f  Idciii,  ibid.  Heuth'schrouigle,  p.  383..  . 
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as  he  fet  his  foot  on  the  illand,  D'oyly  ftill  continued  in 
the  excrcife  of  his  authority,  and  with  grc^t  Ikill  and  in* 
tcgrity  managed  all  things  there  to  the  lime  of  the  reftau- 
l-ation;  and  then  Jamaica  w«s  become  through  his  care 
and  vigilance  a  very  confiderablc*  and,  for  the  lime  it  had 
been  fettled,  a  very  populous  plantalion  ^ 

We  are  now  to  return  to  the  proceedings  of  the  fleet 
in  the  Mediterrantan.     Admiral  Blake  continued  to  cruize 
before  the  haven  of  Cadiz,  and  in  the  Streighis,  tilLthe 
month  of  yfpril  1657  ;   and  having  then  information  of 
another  plate-fleet  which  had  put  into  the  haven  of  Santa 
CruZt  in  the  ifland  of  Tenerif-,  he  immediately  f«  .cd  thi- 
ther,  and  arrived  before  the  town  the   20"'  of  Jpril^^ 
Here  he  found  the  Flota^  confifting  of  fix  galleons  very 
richly  laden,  and  ten  other  veflels.     The  latter  lay  within 
the  port,  with  a  ftrong  barricade  before  them  j  the  galleons 
without  the  boom,  becaufe  they  drew  too  much  water  to 
lie  within  it.   The  port  ilfelf  was  ftrongly  fortified,  having 
on  the  north  a  large  caftle  well  fupplied  with  artillery, 
and  feven  forts  united  by  a  line  of  communi.  .uion,  well 
lined  with  mulketeers.    The  Spanijh  governor   thought 
the  place  fo  fecure,  and  his  own  difpofitions  fo  well  made, 
that  when  the  mafter  of  a  Dutch  (hip  defired  leave  to  fail, 
becaufe  he  apprehended  Blake  would  prefenlly  attack  the 
(hips  in  the  harbour ;  the  Spaniard  anfwered  tartly.  Get 
you  gone,  if  you  will-,  and  let.  Blake  come,  if  he  dares  ^ 
The  admiral,  after  viewing  the  enemy's  preparations,  called 
a  council  of  war,  wherein  it  was  refolved  to  attempt  dc- 
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"  '^'Seie'flie  whole  of  thefe  tranfadions  in  a  treatTfe' entitled,  Ja- 
maica viewed,  with  all  the  ports,  harbours,  &c.  by  E.  H.  i.  e. 
^dipund.HickeringhiiJ,  London  1661,  8°..  «  Heath's  chronicle, 
P-  3  91 1  Clarendon,  Burchet.  ^  Heath's  chrooicle,  as  before - 
cited. 
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ftrojing  the  enemy's  (hips;  Ibr  it  was  impofllble  to  bring 
them  off:  and  to  this  end  he  ibnt  captain  Stofmr  with  i 
fquadron  to  attack  then»>  who  foon  forced  his  paflage  into 
the  bay,  while  other  frigates  played  on  the  fot-ts  and  line^ 
and  hindrod  them  from  giving  the  (hips  much  difturbancej 
Staymr's  fquadron  was  quickly  fuppcrted  by  Biait  witll 
the  whole  fleet,  who  boarded  the  Spani/h  galleons,  and  in 
a  few  hours  made  himfelf  mailer  of  them  all,  and  then 
fet  them  on  Are ;  fo  that  the  whole  Spanijh  fleet  was  burnt 
down  to  the  water's  edge,  except  two  (hips  which  funk 
outright }  and  then  the  wind  veering  to  the  S.  W.  he  pafled 
with  his  fleet  fafe  out  of  the  port  again,  lofing  iu  this 
dangerous  attempt  no  more  than  forty-eight  men  killed^ 
and  having  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  wounded '  It 
was,  without  queflion,  the  boldeft  undertaking  of  its  kind 
that  had  ever  been  performed  ;  and  the  Spaniards  who  aip 
romantic  enough  in  their  own  condudt,  were  fo  much 
ailoniflied  at  his,  that  they  quite  loft  their  fpirits,  and 
thence  forward  never  thought  themfelves  fiife,  either  from 
numbers  or  mortifications  ^ 

When  the  protestor  had  the  news  of  this  glotbus  fuc^t 
9t&,  he  immediately  fent  it  by  his  fecretary  Thurhe  to 
the  parliament  then  fitting,  and  they,  on  hearing  the  par-^ 
titulars,  ordered  a  day  to  be  fet  apart  for  a  thankfgiving^ 
a  ring  of  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  general^ 
as  a  teftimony  of  his  country's  gratitude ;  a  prefcnt  of  one 
hundred  to  the  captain  who  brought  the  news,  and  their 
thanks  to  all  the  oflicers  and  foldiers  concerned  in  the 
action  ^'  Captain  Richard  Stayntr  returning  foon  after 
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'  Clarendon,  Whitlock*  Heath,  Bate,  Barchec,  Rapin.  ^  Cla- 
rendon*t  hiftory,  p.  63i  [  Heath's  chromde,  p.  392.  Ludlow> 
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Was  knighted  by  the  prote(5lor :  now  was  it  long  before 
Blaki  and  the  fleet  returned,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
Spanijh  war  by  fea  j  for  the  proledtor  had  lately  entered  in- 
to a  clofer  conjunction  with  France^  and  in  confequci.ce 
thereof,  fent  over  a  body  of  land-forces  into  Flondcr^^ 
where  they  affifted  in  taking  the  fortrels  and  port  of  Dun- 
kirk^ which  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Enghjl;^ 
who  kept  it  till  after  the  reftauration  '". 

There  had  been  for  fome  years  a  very  ftiarp  war 
carried  on  in  the  north,  between  the  kings  q{  Sweden  aiiJ 
Denmark^  which  in  its  confequcnccs  was  like  to  affcil  the 
reft  of  Europe^  efpccially  the  maritime  powers ".  The 
Dutch  faw  that  their  trade  to  the  Baltick  would  be  ruined 
if  the  king  of  Sweden  prevailed,  who  was  now  become 
the  fuperior  both  by  land  and  fea  ;  they  therefore  refoUed 
to  fend  a  fleet  to  the  afliilance  of  the  Danes^  w  hich  they 
did,  and  thereby  faved  Copenhagen'',  In  England  it  was 
judged  to  be  of  no  lefs  confequence  to  fuccour  the  Swedes, 
yet  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  avow  the  defign  as  the 
Dutch  had  done  i  and,  therefore,  fir  George  Jyfcue,  who 
was  drawn  out  of  his  retirement  to  command  a  ftout  fqua- 
dron  fent  upon  this  occafion,  had  orders  to  accept  a  com- 
mifion  as  admiral  from  the  king  of  Stveden,  which  would 
have  enabled  him  to  adl  more  effedlually  for  his  fervice, 
than  the  Dutch  did  in  favour  of  their  allies.  This  was 
in  the  year  1657  ;  but  it  was  fo  late  in  the  feafon,  that  he 
was  not  able  to  reach  Copenhagen  for  the  ice  p.    The  next 
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year  Cromwell  died ;  and  it  was  generally  conceived,  thit 
the  Efiglifh  would  have  meddled  no  farther  in  the  affair'. 
It  proved  olherwife,  however ;  for  a  (lout  fleet  was  fitted 
c  it,  and  fent  to  the  Baltic^,  under  the  command  of  ad- 
miral Mortague,  who  had  acquired  a  great  reputation  by 
ferving  in  conjunction  with  Blah.  He  had,  bcfides  his 
commiflion  of  admiral,  another,  whereby  he  was  joined 
with  the  ambafliidors  Sidrify  and  Honeywood  \  He  arrived 
at  Copenhagen^  and  managed  his  affairs  with  great  dexteri- 
ty :  for  he  avoided  coming  to  blows,  that  he  might  not 
begin  a  new  Dutch  war  j  compelled  the  king  of  Sweden, 
by  talking  to  him  in  a  proper  ftile,  to  think  of  peace,  to 
which  he  was  otherwife  very  little  inclined;  and  while  he 
did  all  this,  anJ  executed  effed^ually  the  duties  of  thofe  high 
offices  with  which  he  was  entruftcd,  he  entertained  a  fecret 
correfpondence  with  the  king,  and  difpofed  all  things  on 
board  the  fleet  for  his  fervice '.  When  meafures  were  con- 
certed for  fir  George  Booth's  rifing,  which  was  the  laft 
attempt  made  in  favour  of  the  king  before  his  reftauration, 
notice  of  it  was  given  to  admiral  Montague  at  Copenhagen^ 
who  inftantly  refolved  to  return  to  England.  His  fcllow- 
ambalTadors,  who  were  hearty  republicans,  had  by  this 
time  gained  Ibme  intelligence  of  his  intercourfe  with  the 
king,  and  therefore  intended  to  have  feized  him  in  cafe 
he  came  afliore  ^  He  was  wife  enough  to  put  it  out  of 
their  power,  and  took  care  alfo  to  run  no  rifk  in  returning 
without  orders;  for  having  called  a  council  of  war,  he 
complained  to  them  that  provifions  grew  fliort,  and  that 
k  would  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  fupplv  themfelves  in 

that 


^  Bafnage  annales  des  provinces  unies,  vol.  i.  p-  553.     '  Heath's 
chronicle,  p.  416.  *  Clarendon's  hiUory,  p  723.        '  Idem, 
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that  part  of  the  world,  there  being  a  Dutch  ^eet  there  at 
the  flime  time.  Upon  this,  it  was  unanimoufly  refoived 
to  fail  home  immediately,  and  this  reiblution  was  no 
fooner  taken,  than  the  admiral  weighed  anchor  and  return* 
ed  to  England ",  very  opportunely  and  very  unexj^ifled- 
)y.      :    • 

On  his  arrival  he  found  things  in  quite  another  fitualiofi 
than  he  expedted,  fir  George  Booth  had  been  defeated  and 
taken  prifoner,  and  the  old  parliament  was  again  reftored  ; 
fo  that  admiral  Montague^  thou;f,h  he  had  forty  fail  of  (lout 
(hips  under  his  command,  and  ihe  feamen  much  at  his 
devotion,  yet  thought  it  fafeft  to  ^eave  the  fleet,  and  to 
come  up  freely  and  give  an  account  of  his  conduct  to 
the  parliament  i.  which  he  did  in  Septembsr  1659,  and  was 
atterwart's  allowed  to  retire  to  his  houfe  in  the  country ''. 
The  command  of  the  fleet  was  then  cntrufted  with  admi- 
ral LawfoHi  who  continued  in  the  channel  with  a  larger 
fquadron  of  fliips  than  ordinary,  till  general  Monk  came 
out  of  Scotland.  As  foon  as  the  deligns  of  that  great  man 
began  to  ripen,  he  propofed  that  Montague  ftiould  be  re- 
called, and  rellored  to  the  command  of  the  navy  ;  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  fupreme  power  in  mari- 
time affairs  vefled  in  him  and  Monh ".  Admiral  Mouta* 
gue  went  inlbnily  to  his  command,  and  was  furprized  to 
find  that  Laivjhn  and  the  reO:  of  the  ofiiccrs  were  much 
better  inclined  to  the  intended  change  than  he  expetf^ed  i 
and  therefore  he  did  nor  much  diflemble  eitiier  his  inclina- 
tions or  intentions.  On  the  fourth  of  yZ/r/V  1C60,  here* 
ceived  his  majeflv's  letter,  and  caufed  it  to  be  read  pub- 

P  2  lickly 
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lickly  in  the  fleet ;  immediately  after  which,  without  wait-' 
ing  for  the  parlimient's  orders,  he  failed  for  Holland^  and 
fent  an  officer  to  the  Hague^  to  inform  the  king  that  he- 
was  ready  to  receive  him  y.  "     '     *  '  '    ' 

We  have  thus  without  entering  deep  into  politics,  run 
through  the  naval  tranfaclions  of  this  memorable  period, 
and  have  now  only  the  lives  of  the  mod  emment  framen 
who  flouriflicd  therein  to  employ  our  care.  But,  previous 
to  this,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  it  was 
wholly  owing  to  the  unanimity  of  our  failors,  and  their 
generous  difregard  to  domeftic  broils,  that  we  obtained  fo 
many  glorious  vi6lories  at  fea,  and  fpread  the  terror  of  the 
Englijh  name  abroad,  when  the  Englifn  nation  at  home 
was  on  the  brink  of  deftrudion  ;  that  the  parliament  fol- 
lowed the  king's  fteps  cxa(5tly,  in  claiming  the  honour  of 
the  flag,  aflerting  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas,  and  looking 
with  a  jealous  eye  on  the  encroachments  of  the  Dutch  and 
French  j  that  in  all  our  naval  expeditions  wc  came  ofl^  v/ith 
honour,  and  moftly  with  vi«5lory;  whereas  in  conjunct 
expeditions,  wherein  land  were  joined  with  fea-forces, 
we  were  lefs  fortunate  j  that  our  readincfs  in  protecting 
trade,  and  refolution  to  revenge  any  infults  on  our  honour, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  extending  our  commerce, 
and  raifing  our  reputation;  laftly,  that  thefe  advantages 
were  all  the  nation  had  to  ballance  a  multitude  of  mis- 
fortunes, our  country  being  harafled  and  deilroyed  by  con- 
tending parties,  our  induftry  difcouraged  by  fo  long  a  war, 
and  moft  of  our  manufa<Slure3  ruined.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  iniquitous  oppreflions,  the  hypocritial  diflimula- 
tion,  the  fcandalous  outrages  oh  our  raoft  excellent  con- 
'■;     '-^         *  '    "  '  '       ilitution, 
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ilitulioHj  wcr.e  fo  notoriQus,  that  we  muil  have  become 
.very  cjelpicable  in  the  eyes  of  our  neighbours,  but  for  the 
^courzige  and  conduft  of  our  feamen  '.  Amongft  vvliom 
all  parties  have  agreed  to  give  the  firft  rank  to  one  who 
brought  no  other  qualities  than  good  fenfe,  and  a  bold 
fpirit,  when  he  ailumed  the  command  of  the  EngliJJ}  fleet, 
and  yet  foon  became  tfce  ableft  failor  in  it^  and  as  fuch 
.claims  our  regard. 

M  E  M  O  I  R  S   c/  Mmiral  "B  L  A  K  E 

HI  S  defcent  was  very  honourable,  the  family  from 
"which  he  fprung  having  been   long  fettled  at 
"Plamjield,  in  the  parifti  of  Spaxton  in  Somerfetjlire  *.    Mr. 
Humphry  Blake,  his  father  was  a  Spauifli  merchant,  and 
having  acquired  a  confiderable  fortune  for  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  bought  a  fmall  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bridgwater y  where  his  family  had  been  long  fettled. 
He  had  feveral  children,  of  whom  the  eldeft,  Robert ,  is 
he  whofe  life  we  are  now  to  write-     He  was  born  in  the 
month  of  Juguji  1598,  and  during  his  father's  life-time, 
was  educated  at  a  free-fchool  in  Bridgwater  ' .     He  after- 
wards removed  to  Oxford^  where  he  was  fiifl  a  member 
of  St.  Man*s-Hal/,  and  next  of  JVadham-ColIege,    After 
taking  a  degree,  and  meeting  with  more  than  one  difap- 
pointment  in  his  endeavours  to  obtain  academical  perfer- 
ment,  he  left  the  univerfiiy,   when  he  had  ftaid  there 
feven  years  *^* 
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During  his  refidence  in  that  feat  of  the  mufes,  he 
fufficiently  difplayed  his  temper,  which  in  reality  was  that 
of  a  humourift,  ufually  grave,  and  in  appearance  morofe ; 
but  inclined  in  an  evening,  and  with  particular  friends  to 
be  very  chearful,  though  ftill  with  a  tindlure  of  feverity, 
which  inclined  him  to  bear  hard  on  the  pride  of  courtiers, 
snd  the  power  of  church-men  j  which,  as  the  noble  hifto- 
rian  well  obferves,  rendered  him  very  agreeable  to  the 
good-fellows  in  thofe  days ;  though  whether  there  was 
^ny  ground  from  this  difpolition  of  hia  to  conclude  him  a 
republican,  is,  I  think,  not  eafy  to  be  determined  ^.  This 
is  certain,  that  his  reputation  for  probity,  and  his  known 
^verfion  to  perfecution,  engaged  the  puritans  to  promote 
his  election  as  a  burgefs  for  Bridgwater,  in  the  parliament 
which  fat  in  Jprii  1640  *. 

That  aflembly  was  diflblved  too  early  for  Mr.  Blah 
to  make  any  difcovery  therein  of  his  talents  as  a  fenator ; 
^nd  in  the  long  parliament,  which  fat  foon  after,  he  loll 
his  election,  Wnen  the  war  broke  out  between  the  king 
and  parliament,  he  declared  for  the  latter,  and  took  arms 
very  early  in  their  fervice  j  but  where,  and  in  what  qua- 
lity, is  not  very  clear,  However,  he  was  very  foon 
made  a  captain  of  dragoons,  in  which  ftation  he  fhev/ed 
himfelf  as  able  and  adlive  an  officer  as  any  in  the  fervice, 
and  as  fuch,  was  madft  ufe  of  upon  all  Occafions,  where 
either  boldnefs  or  dexterity  were  particularly  requilite  ^ 

In  1643,  we  find  him  at  Brijhl,  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Fiennes,  who  intrufted  him  with  a  little  fort 
on  the  line,  in  which  he  firft  gave  the  world  a  pioof  of 

his 


«•  Clarendon's  hillory,  p.  681.  '  Lives  englifti  and  fo- 

reign, vol.  ii,  p.  76.    Wood's  Fall.  Oxonienf  vol.  i.  col.  204. 
[  Whitlock,  Rulhworth,  Bate,  Heath,  Warwick. 


Admiral  BLAKE. 


215 


hl«  military  virtues  ;  for  on  the  26th  of  July^  when  prince 
Rupert  attacked  that  important  place,  and  the  governor 
had  agreed  to  furrender  it  upon  articles,  Mr.  Blake  ftill 
held  out  his  fort,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  king's  forces. 
This  exafperated  prince  Rupert  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
talked  of  hanging  him,  had  not  fome  friends  interpol'ed, 
and  excufed  him  on  account  of  his  want  of  experience 
in  war,  and  at  their  requeft,  though  not  without  much 
difficulty,  he  was  at  laft  prevailed  on  to  give  up  the  fort  e. 
After  this  he  ferved  in  Somerfetjhire ,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Popham,  who  was  governor  of  Lyme,  to  whofe 
regiment  Blake  was  lieutenant-colonel.  As  he  was  much 
beloved  in  his  country,  and  as  the  greateft  part  of  the  re- 
giment were  Somerfetjhire  men,  he  had  fo  good  an  intelli- 
gence in  thofe  parts,  that  he,  in  conjunction  with  fir  Ro- 
bert Pye,  furprized  Taunton  for  the  parliament,  where  he 
found  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  deal  of  ammuni- 
tion. In  1644,  he  was  conftituted  governor  of  that  place, 
which  was  of  the  utmoft  importance,  being  the  only  gar- 
rifon  the  parliament  had  in  the  weft.  The  works  about  it 
were  far  from  being  ftrong.  He  had  no  very  numerous 
^arrifon ;  yet  by  keeping  a  ftridt  difcipHne,  and  treating 
the  townfmen  well,  he  made  a  flilft  to  keep  it,  though 
no  great  care  was  taken  to  furnifli  him  with  fupplies,  and 
notwithftanding  he  was  fometimes  beiieged,  ahd  often 
blocked  up  by  the  king's  forces.  At  length  Goring  came 
before  the  place  with  near  10,000  men,  and  preiied  Blaise 
fo  clofe,  that  he  carried  all  the  outworks,  and  adually 
took  from  him  a  part  of  the  town.  However,  he  held 
put  the  reil  of  it  and  the  caftle  with  wonderful  obflinacy 
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till  relief  came  j  for  which  extaordinary  fervice,  the  parr 
Jiament  gave  the  garrifon  a  bounty  of  2000/.  and  colo- 
nel Blake  a  prelent  of  500  /.  All  who  have  preferved  the 
memory  of  the  lignal  events  in  that  unhappy  war,  allow 
this  to  have  been  a  fingi)Iarly  gallant,  and  foldier-Iike 
atftion  •'. 

Colonel  Blale,  in  Jprii  1646,  marched  with  a  de- 
tachment from  his  garrifon  and  reduced  Dunjler-Cajlky  1^ 
feat  belonging  to  the  ancient  family  of  Lmterel^  the  troops 
pofted  therein  having  given  great  difturbance  to  the  coun- 
try ;  which  was  the  lafl:  military  atchievement  he  performed 
during  this  war.  When  the  parliament  voted,  that  no 
flirthet  addrefles  fliould  be  made  to  the  Jc'ng.  Blake^  2A 
governor  of  Taunton^  was  prevailed  upon  to  join  in  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  having 
taking  this  ftep '.  I  fay  prevailed  upon  ;  becaufe  this  could 
never  have  been  agreeable  to  his  own  fentimcnts,  if  what 
the  writer  of  his  life  tells  us  be  true,  that,  when  the  king 
jcame  to  be  tried,  Blake  difapproved  that  meafure  as  unjuft 
in  itfelf,  and  illegal  in  its  nature ;  infomuch,  that  he  wa§ 
frequently  heard  to  fay.  He  would  a:  freely  venture  his 
life  to  faye  the  king,  ai  ever  he  did  toferve  the  parliament  ^, 
This  expreflion,  however,  we  mud  attribute  rather  to 
the  generofity  of  his  temper,  than  to  his  political  princi- 
ples; fince,  after  the  king  was  muiJered,  he  fell  in 
roundly  with  the  republican  party,  and  next  to  Cromwell 
and  Ireton,  he  was  the  ableft  and  moft  fuccefsful  officer 
they  had.  One  would  wonder  how  fo  honeft  and  difinte- 
reftcd  a  perfon,  could  take  a  (hare  in  fuch  meafures  as 

were 


li 


I. 


'I 


^  Ruftiworth's  hlflorical  colle(^ions,  vol.  vj.  p.  28.  Lives  engljfli 
and  foreign,  vol.  ii.  p.  8y  Wood's  Fall.  Oxon.  vol.  i.  col.  204. 
>  Lives  englilh  and  foreign,  vol.  ii.  p.  87.        ^  Ibid. 


Admiral  BLAKE. 


217 


were  ceetainly  contrived  by  men  of  quite  another  ftamp  f 
J)utit  fecms.  he  fatisfied  himfclf,  in  ailthefe  changes,  with 
the  integrity  of  I:is  own  purpofe,  of  adhering  as  far  as  he 
was  able  to  his  country's  intereft,  and  exerting  his  utmoft 
capacity  to  exalt  her  glory.  Thefe,  though  noble  cuali- 
fications  of  themfelvcs,  gave  men  df  lefs  honour  and 
more  cunning,  an  opportunity  of  ufing  his  great  abilitie* 
and  undaunted  courage,  for  the  furtherance  of  their  own 
private  views,  with  which  he  grew  afterwards  very  un- 
eafy,  and  fome  fay  his  difcontent^  became  at  length  a 
mortal  difeafe.  \' 

It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs,  what  induced  the  parliament 
to  make  choice  of  hiri,  who  had  always  ferved  as  a  horfe- 
officer,  to  have  the  fupreme  command  of  the  fleet.  All 
our  hiftorians  and  memoir-writers,  are  filent  as  to  their 
motive,  and  therefore,  I  hope  the  reader  will  excufe  me, 
if  I  hazard  a  conjecture  on  this  head.  The  parliament 
had  lately  taken  upon  themfelves  the  rank,  though  not 
the  title,  of  ftates-general,  and,  therefore,  might  be  in- 
clined to  make  ufe  of  deputies  for  the  direftion  both  of 
fleets  and  armies,  who  were  to  judge  in  great  points,  and 
to  be  obeyed  by  fuch  as  were  Ikilful  in  their  profeflion,  ei- 
ther as  feamen  or  foldiers  ;  for  in  their  judgment  to  com- 
mand was  one  thing,  and  to  aft  another.  His  firft  fer- 
vice  was  in  driving  prince  RuptrVs  fleet  from  the  Irijh 
coaft,  and  then  following  him  into  the  Mediterranean. 
This  gave  his  mafters  high  fatisfadlion,  both  in  refpedl  to 
his  capacity,  and  his  fidelity  in  their  fervice,  which  they 
likcwife  acknowledged  very  obligingly  K  His  conduct  in- 
deed was  equal,  prudent,  and  fuccefsful  j  for  it  not  only- 
put 
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put  an  end  to  that  kind  of  piratical  war,  which  did  h 
much  damage  to  trade;  butalfo  ilruck  fuch  a  terror  into 
the  Spaniards  and  Portuguezt,  as  to  prevent  ail  thofe  dif- 
putes  which  would  have  otherwife  naturally  happened,  on 
the  appearance  of  fo  new  a  power  in  Europe^  as  the  com- 
mon-wealth of  England, 

In  the  month  of  February  1651,  Blake  in  his  return 
homewards  took  a  French  man  of  war  of  forty  guns ;  in 
refpe<^  to  which  adlion  there  happened  fomc  circum- 
ftances  that  certainly  deferve  to  be  particularly  men- 
tioned. The  admiral  commanded  the  captain  on  board 
him,  and  a(ked  him  if  he  was  willing  to  lay  down  his 
fword?  he  anfwcred,  he  was  not;  upon  which  Blake 
generoufly  bid  him  return  to  his  fbip,  and  fight  it  out  as 
long  as  he  was  able.  The  captain  took  him  at  his  word, 
fought  him  bravely  for  about  two  hours,  and  then  fubmit- 
tings  went  again  on  board  Blake's  (hip,  firft:  kifled,  and 
then  prefented  his  fword  to  the  admiral  upon  his  knees. 
This  (hip,  with  four  more,  the  admiral  fent  into  Eng- 
land }  and  not  long  after,  arriving  at  Plymouth  with  his 
fquadron,  he  there  received  the  thanks  of  the  parliament, 
for  his  vigilance  and  valour  in  his  ilation,  and  was  con- 
ftituted  one  of  the  lord  wardens  of  the  Cingue-Ports^  as 
an  additional  mark  of  their  confidence  and  favour  *". 

In  March  following,  colonel  Blake^  colonel  Pophamt 
and  colonel  Deane^  or  any  two  of  them,  A^ere  appointed 
by  aA  of  parliament  to  be  admirals  and  generals  of  the 
fleet  for  the  year  enfuing,  in  which  he  reduced  the  iflands 
of  Scilly^  Guernfey^  and  Jerfey,  to  the  obedience  of  the 
parliament  3  and,  as  a  new  mark  of  honour,  he  was  on 
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the  25th  of  November  elefted  one  of  the  council  of  Hate, 
When  the  neceflity  of  a  Dutch  war  became  apparent, 
the  parliament  gave  the  higheft  teftimony  oi  their  Tenfc 
of  his  merit,  and  of  their  entire  confidence  in  his  eon- 
duft,  by  conftituting  him,  in  March  1652,  fole  general 
of  the  fleet  for  nine  months.  But  though  I  mention  thii 
as  a  proof  that  they  were  apprehenfive  of  the  war,  yet, 
as  I  have  faid  elfewhere,  there  is  no  appearance  of  iheir 
judging  a  rupture  to  be  fo  near  as  it  really  was  ;  otherwifc 
they  would  certainly  have  fent  Blake  to  fea  with  a  belter 
fleet ".  We  have  alreadv  given  a  diftin£t  account  of  the 
lirft  battle  in  the  Downs^  on  the  19th  of  May  1652,  ex- 
cepting fome  circumftances  which  perfonally  relate  to 
Blake ^  and  which  were  therefore  refer ved  for  this  place. 
When  he  obferved  Van  Tromp  bore  nearer  his  fleet  than 
he  had  any  occafion  to  do,  he  faluted  him  with  two  guns 
without  ball,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  ftriking  fail ;  upon 
which,  the  Dutchman  in  contempt  fired  on  the  contrary 
fide.  Blake  ^xtd  a  fecond  and  a  third  gun,  which  7<^<3« 
^romp  anfwered  with  a  broad-fide;  the  Bnglijh  admiral 
perceiving  his  intention  to  fight,  finglcd  out  himfeif  from 
the  reft  of  the  fleet  to  treat  with  Van  Iromp  about  that 
point  of  honour,  and  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood, 
and  a  national  quarrel :  when  Blake  approached  nearer  to 
Van  Trompy  he  and  the  reft  of  his  fleet,  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations  (the  Englijh  admiral  coming  with  a  defign 
to  treat)  fired  on  Blake  with  whole  broad-fides.  The  ad- 
miral was  in  his  cabbin  drinking  with  fome  of  his  ofiicers, 
little  expe<^ng  to  be  faluted,  when  the  ihot   broke  the 

windows 
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windows  of  the  (hip,  and  fliattercd  the  ftern,  which  put 
him  into  z  vehement  paflion,  fo  that  curling  his  whificers, 
as  he  ufed  to  do  when  he  was  angry,  he  commanded  hit 
men  to  anfwer  the  Dutch  in  their  kind,  faying,  when  hit 
heat  was  fomewhat  over.  He  took  it  very  ill  of  Van 
Tromp,  that  he /hould  take  hisjhip  for  a  bawdy-hn^fe  and 
hreak  his  windows.  Blake  fingly  fuftained  the  (hock  of 
the  Dutch  fleet  for  fome  time,  till  his  own  (hips,  and  the 
fquadron  under  major  Bourne  could  join  them ;  and  then 
the  engagement  grew  hot  and  bloody  on  the  enemy's  fide, 
till  night  put  an  end  to  it  *. 

After  this  battle,  Blake  lay  in  the  Downs  for  a  con* 
flderable  time,  which  he  fpent  in  repairing  and  augment*- 
ing  his  fleet,  and  in  v'etaching  fmall  fquadrons  to  cruize 
upon  the  enemy.  About  the  beginning  of  June,  finding 
he  had  force  enough  to  undertake  any  fervice,  he  caufed 
a  foiemn  fad  to  be  held  on  hoard  his  (hips,  to  implore  the 
blefling  of  God  on  their  arms ;  and  encouraged  his  Tea- 
men by  the  example  of  his  zeal  on  this  occafion,  as  much 
as  he  had  ever  done,  by  his  perfonal  bravery  in  a  time  of 
adlion  p.  In  the  fpace  of  this  month,  he  fent  forty  rich 
prizes  into  the  river,  and  fo  effcdtually  ruined  the  Dutch 
trade,  and  broke  the  fpirits  of  fuch  as  were  appointed  to 
fupport  it,  that  moft  of  their  veflels  declined  coming 
through  the  channel,  even  under  convoy ;  but  chofe  ra- 
ther to  put  into  french  ports,  land  their  cargoes  there,  and 
afterwards  tranfport  them  to  Holland,  by  land  or  water, 
as  they  could  *i.  In  the  beginning  of  July,  finding  fir 
George  Jyfcue  returned  from  Barbados,  and  a  force  fufli- 
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«ient  to  guard  the  Downs,  he  refolved  to  fail  northwardfy 
to  execute  a  dcBgn  he  had  long  meditated  of  deftroying 
the  herring  fiftjing,  which  he  thought  would  have  put  an 
immediate  end  to  the  war,  by  convincing  the  Dutch  of 
the  folly  of  difputing  our  ibvereignty  in  our  own  feas. 
This  appears  to  have  been  the  moft  judicious  fchcme  laid 
down  through  the  whole  war  ;  becaufe  it  tended  to  clear 
the  ground  of  the  quarrel,  and  to  (hew  the  Dutch  their 
error  in  quarrelling  with  a  nation,  who  had  it  in  their  power 
to  diftrefs  them  at  any  time  in  the  tendereft  part  j  that 
which  afforded  a  fubfiftance  to  many,  and  was  the  main 
fource  of  wealth  to  all '.  ,  .  .^    . 

On  the  2^  of  July,  Blake  bore  away  to  the  north,  and 
quickly  fell  in  with  the  Dutch  fifhing-veflels,  which  were 
there  in  great  numbers,  under  the  protection  of  twelve 
men  of  war.  Blake  attacked  their  convoy,  and  they, 
knowing  the  importance  of  their  chai-ge,  and  having 
taken  on  board  a  great  fupply  of  frefli  men  from  the  vef- 
fels  under  their  care,  fought  bravely,  and  fold  their  free- 
dom dearly  j  but  at  laft  were  every  one  taken,  which  left 
the  fiihery  entirely  at  the  admiral's  mercy,  who  upon  this 
occafion  (hewed  the  redtitude  of  his  Keart,  and  the  foli- 
dity  of  his  underftanding  j  for  having  f.rft  threatened 
thofe  bufTes  with  utter  deftrudion,  if  ever  they  were  found 
there  again  without  leave,  he  afterwards  freely  permitted 
them  to  compleat  their  ladings,  on  their  paying  the 
TENTH  herring,  which  was  what  king  Charles  demand- 
ed i  and  where  this  was  refufed,  he  funk  or  drove  away 
their  fliips '.  This  fervice  is  far  from  being  properly  treat- 
ed 

'  Whitlock's  Memorial,  p.  540,  Heath's  Chronicle, p.  322. 
Hiftoire  de  Holland  par  M.  dc  la  Neuville,  torn*  iii.  p.  66.  «  Cla- 
rendon's hiftory,  p.  635.  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  32  z.^  VVhitlock, 
Kennet,  Rapin. 
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ed  by  our  own  writers;  but  the  Dutch^  who  felt  the 
weight  of  the  blow,  have  fet  it  in  a  true  light.  They 
acknowledge  the  fa<^,  as  I  have  dated  it,  in  eirery  circum* 
fbnce,  except  the  taking  the  whole  convoy,  of  which 
they  tell  us  one  (hip  efcapcd,  and  aflign  fo  good  a  rca- 
fon  for  It,  that  I  am  apt  to  think  the  fadl  is  true.  The 
captain  fled,  fay  they,  as  foon  as  he  heard  Blake  was 
coming ;  but  an  ingenious  author  obfcrves,  that  Tromp*% 
not  following  BLikg  time  enough,  was  the  ruin  of  their 
fiihery.  And  though,  continues  he,  the  hcrring-fifhing 
may  appear  conrsmptible  to  ftrangers,  or  to  fuch  as  do 
not  reflcdl  that  commerce,  is  as  it  were,  the  foul  of  fome 
ftatcs ;  yet  it  is  of  infinite  confequencc  in  Holland^  on  ac- 
count efpecially  of  the  vaft  number  of  (hips  employed 
therein,  which  amount  to  more  than  3000  every  year  *. 
Be/ides,  there  arc  an  incredible  multitude  of  people  em- 
ployed in  feveral  forts  of  works  relating  to  this  fi(hing ; 
infomuch,  that  Mr.  de  JVity  who  computed  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Holland  at  two  millions  and  a  half,  thought  that 
near  half  a  million  acquired  a  (ubiiftance  from  their  fi- 
shery. ".  If  therefore,  the  parliament  had  purfued  BlaJte*a 
fcheme,  and  had  Rationed  a  (tout  (quadron  on  the  coaft 
of  Scotland,  they  muft  have  quickly  ended  this  war  on 
any  terms  they  had  thought  fit  to  p  "efcribe. 

I  MUST  upon  this  occafion  tak3  notice  of  the  only  cen- 
fure  I  have  met  with  on  our  admiral's  cortdudl,  as  I  find 
it  reported  by  lieutenant-general  Ludlow,  who  fays,  that 
fome  thought  the  relcaiing  the  herring- bulles,  and  fufFer- 
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Ing  the  feamen  to  return  fafely  into  Holland,  was  not  to 
be  juftified  j  becaufe,  by  the  help  of  thcfe    veflcls,   we 
might  have  been  enabled  to  ere£k  a  fifliery,  and  thereby 
have  obtained  feme  reparati9n  for  the  damages  fudained 
from  the  Dutch,  and  by  detaining  their  mariners,  they 
muft  have  been  exceedingly  weakened  and  diftreflcd  *. 
There  is,  I  muft  owl,  fomething  very  plaufible  in  this 
objedtion ;    and,  yet  wheti  it  is  thoroughly  confidered,  I 
believe  it  will  appear,  that  the  admiral  took  the  better 
courfe.     He  found  moft  of  thefe  builes  near  harbours^ 
into  which  they  would  have  undoubtedly  run,  had    he 
proceeded  to  extremities.     The  men  on  board  thefe  vef- 
fels  were  between  6  and  7000.      To  have  deftroycd  fo 
many,  would  have  been  an  a£l  of  great  cruelty,  and  to 
have  taken  them,  confidering  he  had  already  above  looo 
prifoners,  would  upon  the  whole  have  proved  but  an  im- 
prudent ftep;  fo  that,  confidering  him  as  a  brave  man, 
an  Engli/kman,  and  a  chriftian,  one  cannot  well  avoid 
commending  him  for  fo  generous  a  behaviour  towards  his 
enemies.     The  Dutch  writers  readily  acknowledge  his 
courtefy  and  magnanimity  *,  which  I  doubt  not  was  ap- 
proved by  the  parliament,  who,  however  they  came  oy 
their  authority,  ufed  it  with  honour  and  moderation,  and 
thereby  fet  a  proper  example  to  the  officers  they  cm- 
ployed.  V    •     ..        .      .       .. 

His  fubfequent  condudl  during  the  Du  ch  war,  has 
been  already  thoroughly  accounted  for ;  and,  therefore,  I 
(hall  only  take  notice  here  of  the  method  our  admiral 
took  to  keep  the  feamen  eafy,   notwithftanding  all  the 

changes 
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changes  that  happened  in  the  government.  He  told  thCilH 
it  was  his,  and  their  bufinefs  to  a«^  foithfully  in  their  re- 
fpedtive  ftaiions,  and  to  do  their  duty  to  their  countryi 
whatever  irregularities  there  might  be  in  the  councils  at 
home;  and  would  often  fay  ^monglt  his  officers,  that 
ftate-affairs  were  not  their  province,  but  that  they  were 
tound  to  keep  foreigners  from  fooling  us  y..  Thefe  prin- 
ciples rendered  him  agreeable  to  all  parties,  and  gained  him 
(o  generally  the  reputation  of  a  patriot,  that  whenCV^w- 
tvell,  in  his  new  model  of  a  parliament,  left  the  populous 
town  of  Bridgeivater  the  choice  of  one  reprefcntaiive  only, 
they  very  prudently  fixed  on  their  countryman  Mr. 
Blake  *.  He  was  alfo  very  acceptable  to  the  protestor, 
•though  he  was  far  enough  from  being  his  creature  j  for 
Cromwell  knew  that  he  was  by  principle  for  a  common- 
wealth, and,  therefore,  chofe  to  employ  him  abroad  as 
much  as  poflible,  knowing  that  was  for  the  fafety  of  his 
government,  and  that  Blake's  concern  for  the  glory  of 
England,  would  influence  him  to  do  all,  and  even  more 
than  any  other  man  could  be  excited  to,  by  views  of  intc- 
reft  and  ambition  ". '  •       ^     ' 

■  When  he  failed  in  1654,  into  the  Mediterranean, 
he  came  in  the  month  of  December  into  the  road  of  Cd- 
diz,  where  he  was  received  with  great  rcfpe<5l  and  civility 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  indeed  by  all  nations  as  well  as  the 
Englijh,  who  were  then  in  port.  A  Dutch  admiral  would 
not  wear  his  flag  while  the  EngU/h  admiral  was  in  the 
harbour  j  one  of  the  viduallers  attending  his  fleet,  being 
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feparated  from  the  refl-,  fell  in  with  the  French  admiral  and 
leven  men  of  war,  near  the  Streights  mouth.  The  cap>- 
tain  of  the  vidualling-lloop  was  ordered  on  board  the  ad- 
miral, who  enquired  of  him  where  Blake  was,  drank  his 
health  with  five  guns,  and  fo  wifhed  the  captain  a  good 
voyage.  The  Jlgerines  ftood  in  fuch  awe  of  him,  that 
they  were  wont  to  ftop  the  Saily-xovcrs,  and  in  cafe  they 
had  any  Englijh  prifoners  on  board,  tooR  them  out,  and 
fent  them  to  Blah^  in  hopes  of  obtaining  his  favour  \ 
From  Cadiz  he  failed  to  Malagti^  and  while  he  lay  ih 
that  road,  gave  fuch  a  teftimony  of  zeal  for  his  country's 
honour,  as  was  fcarce  ever  equalled.  Some  of  his  feamen 
going  afhore,  met  the  hoft  as  it  was  carrying  to  fome  fick 
perfon,  and  not  only  paid  no  refpe?^  thereto,  but  laugh- 
ed dt  thofe  who  did.  The  prieft  highly  refented  this,  and 
put  the  people  upon  revenging  the  indignity ;  upon 
which,  they  fell  upon  the  failors^  and  beat  them  fevere- 
Jy.  When  they  returned  on  board,  they  complained  of 
this  ufage,  and  the  admiral  inftantly  fent  a  trumpet  to  the 
vice-roy  to  demand  the  prieft  who  was  the  author  of  this 
infult.  T'he  vice-roy  anfwered,  that  he  had  no  aulhoritj 
ot^er  priefts  j  and,  therefore,  could  not  fend  him.  Uport 
this,  Blake  fent  a  fecond  meflagc,  that  he  would  not  en- 
ter into  the  queftion,  v/ho  had  power  to  fend  him ;  but 
that,  if  he  was  not  fent  within  three  hoursj  he  would  in- 
fallibly burn  the  town  about  their  ears.  The  inhabitants^ 
to  fave  themfelves,  obliged  the  vice-roy  to  fend  th^prieftj 
who,  when  he  came  on  boardj  excufed  himfelf  to  thfc 
admiral  on  account  of  the  bad  behaviour  of  the  failors. 
Vol.  II.  d  BlaU 
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B/ah  told  him,  that  if  he  had  complained  to  him,  he 
would  have  puniChed  them  feverely  j  for  he  would  not 
fuffer  any  of  his  men  to  affront  the  eftabllflied  religion  of 
a  place  where  he  touched :  but  he  blamed  him  for  fetting 
the  Spaniards  to  beat  them ;  adding,  that  he  would  have 
him  and  the  world  knoWf  that  none  but  an  En glishm an 
j?mld  chajife  an  Euglishmau  ".^       ^'        -■ 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  taking  part  of  the 
plate- fleet  by  captain  Stayner,  an  incident  of  fuch  confe- 
quence  to  Cromwell,  that  the  ingenious  Mr.  JValler  wrote 
a  poem  to  perfuade  him  to  lay  hold  of  this  opportunity, 
and  while  the  people  were  plcafed  with  ihe  light  of  fo 
much  Spanijh  bullion,  to  fet  the  crown  upon  his  head  ''. 
We  have  likewife  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  celebrated 
adtion  at  Santa  Cruzn  and  have  Ihewn  how  glorious  it  was 
for  his  country,  and  his  profeffion,  no  feaman  having 
ever  attempted  any  thing  of  that  kind  before.  But  there 
is  a  circumftance  yet  behind,  which  will  perhaps  redound 
more  to  his  own  glory,  than  even  the  burning  of  the 
Spanijh  {hips  in  fo  well-fortified  a  port.  His  brother 
capt.  Benjamin  Blake,  for  whom  he  had  a  very  tender 
affedion,  was  guilty  of  fome  mifdemeanor  in  the  adion, 
for  which  he  was,  by  fentence  from  Blake,  removed  from 
his  fliip,  and  the  command  of  it  given  to  another  «=.  This 
was  fuch  an  inftance  of  difcipline,  and  mult  have  had  (o 
llrong  an  efft-  c  on  the  minds  of  all  who  ferved  under  him, 
that  we  need  not  wonder  fuch  extraordinary  things  were 
performed  by  men  fo  ftridlly  tied  to  their  duty.  To  hy 
•  ■    the 
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the  truth,  difcipline  is  the  foul  of  fervice.  Men  are  apt 
to  nieafure  the  confequences  of  things  by  the  rewards  and 
punifliments  which  attend  them ;  and  if  refolution  purcha- 
fes  nojhing,  or  negleft  is  eafily  excufed,  an  army  or  a  fleet 
may,  by  the  help  of  the  taylor  and  carpenter,  make  a  fine 
(hew,  but  will  prove  a  terror  to  none  but  thofe  who  pay 
them.  An  officer  like  Blake^  who  will  do  juftlce  upon  his 
brother,  will  be  feared,  admired,  and  beloved  j  his  failors 
will  be  ready  to  undertake  any  thing  at  his  command,  and 
his  adls  of  courage  will  fo  tranfcend  what  happens  amongfl: 
debauched  pofterity,  that  they  will  be  glad  to  ftile  that  teme- 
rity, which  in  its  day  pafled  only  for  a  bold  attempt. 

I N  a  (hort  time  after  the  deftruvftion  of  the  enemy's  fleet 
at  Teneriff',  we  find  Blake  cruzing  i\gain  off  the  harbour  of 
Cadiz;  where,  perceiving  his  (hips  were  become  foul,  and 
that  his  own  health  and  fpirits  wore  away,  he  refolved  to 
fail  for  England  ^  His  diftemper  was  a  complication  of 
dropfy  and  fcurvy,  brought  upon  him  by  being  for  three 
years  together  at  fea,  and  wanting  all  that  rime,  the  con- 
venienci-s  requifite  for  the  cure  of  his  difeafe  s.  In  his  paf- 
"^ge  home,  it  encreafed  upon  him,  and  he  became  fo  fen- 
iiole  of  his  approaching  end,  that  he  frequently  enquired 
for  land,  a  mark  of  his  affe^ion  for  his  native  foil,  which, 
however,  he  did  not  live  to  fee,  dying,  as  his  (hip,  Thii  Su 
George,  entered  Plymouth  Sound,  on  the  17th  of  Auguji^ 
1657,  about  59  years  of  age.  His  body  was  the  next  day 
embalmed,  and  wrapped  in  lead,  his  bowels  taken  out,  and 
buried  in  the  great  church  at  Plymouth,  and  his  corps,  by 
order  of  the  proteftor,  conveyed  by  water  to  Greenwich" 

0^2  houfc> 


*■  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  401.         ?  Mercurius  politicus.  No  27c 
Heath's  chronicle,  as  before,  Whiilwk's  memoriaij . 
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houfe,  whence  he  rcfolvcd  to  have  it  carried  to  irefimin" 
Jler-Abbty^  and  there  interred  with  the  utmoft  folemnity, 
as  llic  lall  mark  of  refpec^,  that  could  be  paid  to  the  noble 
Ipirit  which  once  animated  this  tenement  cf  clay  ''. 

O  N  the  fourth  of  September^  after  the  corps  had  Iain  fe- 
veral  days  in  Hate,  it  was  carried  from  Greenwich  in  a 
magnificent  barge,  covered  with  v«lvct,  adorned  with  ef- 
cutcheons,  and  pendants,  accompanied  by  his  brothers,  re- 
lations, and  le.vants  in  mourning,  by  Oliverh  privy-coun- 
cil, the  cotnmiHioners  of  the  admiralty  and  navy,  the  lord- 
mayor,  and  aldermen  of  London^  the  field-officers  of  the 
army,  and  many  other  perfons  of  honour  and  quality,  in 
a  great  number  of  barges  and  wherries,  covered  with 
mourning,  marlliallcd  and  ordered  by  the  heralds  at  arms, 
wlio  directed  and  attended  the  folemnity.  Thus  they  paf- 
fed  to  //ty/w;V///^r-bridge,  and,  at  their  landing,  proceeded 
in  the  lame  manner,  through  a  guard  of  fevcral  regiments 
of  foot,  to  the  abbey.  His  dear  friend,  general  Lambert^ 
thdugh  then  in  difgrace  with  the  protedlor,  attending  0.1 
his  iiorfe.  The  proceflion  over,  the  body  was  interred  in 
a  vault  built  on  purpofc  in  the  chapel  of  Henry  VII  *. 

This  was  an  honour  paid  to  his  predeceflbrs  Deane  and 
Popbutiiy  by  the  parliament ;  and  the  protedlor  would  not 
be  behind  in  civility  or  magnificence,  wliere  it  coft  fo  lit- 
tle, and  had  a  vilible  tendency  to  raife  the  credit  of  his  ad- 
minillration  fo  much.  TJut  great  oflcncc  has  been  taken 
at  the  removing  ihh  body  after  the  rrllauration.  The  wri- 
ter of  his  life,  is  particularly  angry  at  this  difturbing  of  his 
,.  ,  •  '    ■  bones  K 


^  Cirri'ij»U)n's  life  of  Cromwell,  p.  2+7.     Heath's  chronicle, 
p  402      Livts  F.ngiifl)  iind  Ftrcign,  p.  122,  123.  i  Heath's 

cluonic'e,  p.  402.     Ludlow's  nivmoirSj  vol.  ii.  p.  603.    Lives 
i.nglifl)  ard  foreigi),  p  12^  j.  r^ 
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bones  ^  A  late  reverend  author,  to  make  the  injury  Hill 
greater,  tells  us,  that,  at  the  rellauration,  his  body  was  ta- 
ken ou:  of  the  grave,  and  flung,  wirh  others,  into  a  com- 
mon pit  '.  This  had  been  a  great  indignity  indeed  ;  but  it 
fo  happens,  that  the  fa»5l  is  not  true.  An  order  was  Tent, 
fome  time  after  the  reftauration,  directing  the  dean  and 
chapter  o^JVeJlminJler^  to  caufe  fuch  bodies  as  had  been  in- 
terred in  that  church,  during  the  troubles,  to  be  removed ; 
which  we  may  the  lels  wonder  at,  if  we  confider,  that 
CromweWsy  Iretoti'Sy  Eradjhaw*%^  and  fir  H'lliiam  Conjhi- 
bU's  bodies  were  all  interred  there.  The  order,  therefore, 
was  general,  and  h..d  no  fort  of  diftindl  reference  to  this 
great  admiral.  So  far  from  it,  that  it  appears  from  a  very 
authentic  memorandum,  that  on  the  12th  of  Septcmbery 
1661,  his  corps  was  removed  from  the  abbey,  and  buried 
in  the  church- yard  :  neither  could  this  be  called  taking  out 
of  the  grave,  fincc  the  coffin  flood  in  a  vault  ">.  Nay,  to 
fhew  the  refpedl  the  cavaliers,  or  royalifts  had  for  him,  we 
reed  only  mention  the  charaders  that  have  been  given  him ; 
fince  they  come  all»  or  at  leaft  the  far  grcateft  part  of  them, 
from  perfons  of  that  party. 

The  earl  of  Clarendon  fays,  "  He  was  the  firft  man 
**  that  declined  the  old  track,  and  made  it  manifcft,  that 
*'  the  fcience  might  be  attained  in  lefs  time  than  was  ima- 
**  ginedj  and  defpifed  thole  rules  which  had  been  long 
**  in  pradice,  10  keep  his  (hip  and  men  out  of  danger, 
**  which  had  been  held  in  former  times  a  point  of  great  a- 
•'  bility  and  circumfpetStion ;  as  if  the  principal  art  icqui- 
"  iite  in  the  captain  of  a  (hip,  had  been  to  be  fure  to  come 

Q.3  "  home 


^  See  the  laft  cited  book,  p.  \zx,  i  24.  '  Nc„K-'s  h'vX.^ry 

of  the  puritans,  vol.  iv.  \\  174.  "•  BiHiop  Kennefs  rejiilei 

and  chronicle,  p.  536.  .' 
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**  home  fafe  ag.vn.     He  was  tlic  firfl:  man,  wlio  brought 
•*  the  fhips  to  contemn  caftlcs  on  fliore,  which  had  been 
•*  thought  ever  very  formidable,  and  were  difcovei-ctl  by 
•*  him  lo  make  a  noi(c  only,  and  to  fright  thofe  who 
•*  could  be  rarely  hurt  by  them.     He  was  the  firll  that  in- 
•*  fufed  that  jMoporlion  of  courage  into  the  <"»amen,  by 
makiiig  them  fee  ly  experience,  what  mighiy  things 
they  cculd  do,  if  they  were  -efolved ;  and  taught  them 
•*  to  fight  in  fire,  as  well  as  upon  water :  and  though  he 
•*  hath  been  very  well  imitated  and  followed,  he  was  the 
**  firft  that  gave  the  example  of  that  kind  of  naval  cou- 
rage, and  bold  and  refblute  atchievements  ",  *' 
Do  c  T  o  R  Br4ff,  in  drawing  his  charad^er,  fays,  "  He 
was  a  man  delcrving  praife  even  from  an  enemy.—- 
Being  aih'anced  to  a  command  at  fea,  he  fubducd  the 
Sdlly-Ijhnds  near  home,  and  having  attained  the  office 
and  title  of  an  admiral,  performed  things  worthy  of  im- 
mortal memory  abroad.     For  he  humbled  the  pride  of 
•'  Fri4fi((i  reduced  Portugal  to  reafon,   broke  the  naval 
•*  force  of  Ilollufidy  and  drove  them  to  the  fhclter  of  their 
•'  ports,  fupprclled  the  rovei-s  of  Barbafjy  and  twice  tri- 
«*  umphed  over  Spain.    Alone  blameable  in  this,  that  he 
*<  complied  with  the  parricides "."     Honeft  Anthony  If^ood^ 
who  obferves,  that  he  was  admired  and  applauded  by  the 
royalills,  in  his  blunt  manner,  celebrates  his  praifes  thus. 
**  He  was  a  man  wholly  devoted  to  his  country's  fervice, 
**  refolute  in  undertakings,  and  mofl  faithful  in  the  per- 
•*  formaice  of  them.    With  him,  valour  feldom  miffed 
•'  its  reward,  nor  cowardice  its  punifiiment  »•.**    We  have 
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"  Hillory  of  the  Rebellion,  pp.  681,  «  Elenchus  rootuum, 

p  323.  P  Falh  oxonienfesi  vol.  i.  coL  204. 
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a  fine  pidlurc  of  him,  by  Kenneth  in  his  complcat  hiftory 
of  England y  and  a  very  fair  one  by  Echard :  to  tlicfe,  bc- 
caufc  the  lines  were  never  printed  before,  I  will  add  a  fl'.ort 
encomium  in  verfc. 

HLnle  Portugal  Jl^all  of  her  Indies  bonjf^ 
UVde  Naples  gloria  in  her  beauteom  coafl^ 
While  pirrttei  unto  Africk's  pyore  refort^ 
Wiile  Tufcany'j  enriched  by  her  fair  porty 
While  the  Dutch  //;,  the  Spaniard  vannti  his  mines^ 
To  Jlealing  (onquejh  while  prcud  France  inclines, 
Wnle  fas  Jlill  roar^  while  /hips  divide  their  waves^ 
■   While  deathf  for  fame^  each  gallant  failor  braves, 
Tf)y  praife  Jljall  live :  and  future  heroes  take. 
As  Cjciar'i  once— the  nobler  name  f/*  BLAKE. 

In  reference  to  the  admirals  Deane,  Popham,  and  Raiti' 
Jborough,  we  have  very  few,  fcarcc  any,  memorials  left  of 
them.  As  to  tlic  firft,  he  is  mentioned  by  lord  Clarendon, 
as  a  pcrfon  raifcd  by  his  own  merit ;  and  though  this  enti- 
tled iiim,  when  /lain  in  the  Dutch  war,  to  a  pompous  fu- 
neral in  WejiminJlcr'Ahbey,  yet  no  care  was  taken  to  prc- 
ferve  to  poftcrity,  either  by  tomb  or  infcription,thc  memo- 
ry of  thofe  military  atchievcments  by  which  his  reputation 
was  acquired  •>.  Col.  Popham  was  raifed  to  the  command 
of  the  fleet,  rather  out  of  regard  to  his  fidelity  to  the  par- 
liament, and  his  being  known  for  a  gallant  and  well  ac- 
complifhed  gentleman,  than  for  any  (kill  in  fea-affairs; 
and  as  to  Rainjhorough,  we  have  already  (hewn  how  he 
'  Q_4  came 


1  ClarendonVs  hiflory,  p.  689.  I  hwc  feen  a  letter  written  in 
thofe  times,  wherein  it  is  faid,  that  the  parliament  fettled  a  large 
allowance  on  this  admirara  wife  and  children. 
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came  in,  and  went  out  of  the  fleet,  through  the  prejudice 
of  the  failors  a^,ainft  him,  particularly  on  account  of  his  pro- 
moting a  very  l>vere  Hifripline.  After  this,  he  returned  to 
his  command  in  the  army,  where  he  made  a  confiderablo 
figure,  chiefly  by  the  favour  of  Cremivell^  who  is  thought 
to  have  had  a  greater  regard  for  him,  than  for  any  other 
perfon  ;  and  that  expofed  him  to  the  fury  of  the  royallfts, 
whoi  furprizcd  him  in  his  quarters  at  DoncdJJer,  to  which 
place  he  came,  in  order  to  form  the  fiege  of  Pomfret-f^i- 
tie,  ind,  on  his  making  fome  refiftance,  killed  him  •". 

In  refpedl  to  other  famous  feamen  within  this  period,  fuch 
as  Monky  Montague ^  Lawfon^  ^yf(^fi  Penny  and  many  more, 
to  whofe  memory  a  jull  tribute  of  praife  is  due,  they  fall 
proptjrly  under  the  next  chapter :  for  though  their  pierit 
was  lirft  made  known  in  thefe  times  of  dirtradlion  (as  civil 
wars  generally  manifcft  great  fpirits),  yet  their  nobleft  cx- 
ploitj  were  afterwards  performed,  by  which  alfo  they  ac- 
quired thofe  titles,  whereby  they  are  now  known  to  pofte- 
riiy.  Let  us  then  conclude  this  part  of  our  fubje(5l,  with  a 
few  remarks  on  the  ftate  of  trade  and  plantations. 

The  commerce  of  England y  had  been  increafing  foi" 
many  years,  when  the  civil  war  broke  out,  and  there 
fcems  to  be  a  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  continued  in  a 
flourifliing  condition  during  the  parliament's  adminillration: 
but  then  it  certainly  declined,  in  fome  meafure  from  fo- 
reign and  unavoidable  caufes;  and  in  fome  meafure  too, 
from  the  errors  of  the  fucceeding  government.  In  regard 
to  the  foimer,  we  muft  coniider,  that  the  peace  of  Man- 
fefy  in  1648,  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  Europe  as  to 
tratie,  and  this  altogether  to  our  difadvantage.  Before  that 
time,  the  French  had  few  or  no  (hipsj  and  though  it  be 

true, 

»  Clarcndop,  Whldock,  Heath,  Kennet,  Rapiq.  ' 
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true,  that  our  trade  with  France^  even  then  created  a  ba- 
lance againft  us,  yci  we  were  no  lofers  by  it,  but  rather 
gainers  on  the  whole,  becaufe  we  exported  to  Jtaly,  and 
elfewhere,  a  jreat  part  of  the  goods  we  took  from  Franct. 
Before  the  trca'v  of  Munjler,  we  had  the  whole  Spanijh 
trade  in  ou.-  hands }  whereas,  after  the  Dutch  came  into  a 
lar^fe  (hare  of  it,  at  the  fame  time  that  ihcy  managed  the 
whole  traile  of  the  French^  till  by  degrees,  rather  through 
the  wild,  m  of  the  French  miniftry,  than  of  the  nation,  it 
was  taken  out  of  their  hands  alfo.  As  to  the  errors  of  the 
protestor's  government,  in  refpedl  to  trade,  they  were 
great  and  fatal,  though  (not  to  load  his  memory  unjuftly) 
perhaps  they  were  not  intended.  In  the  firft  place,  taxes 
were  much  higher  than  in  former  times.  He  impofed  60,000 
pounds />^r  month  by  his  own  authority,  and  afterwards  he 
procured  from  parliament,  a  grant  of  200,000  pounds 
for  his  civil  lift  j  400,000  pounds  for  the  expence  of  the 
navy  j  and  700,000  pound  for  the  army ;  fo  that  the  whole 
revenue  came  to  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
per.  ann.  a  fum  almoft  incredible,  compared  with  the  mo- 
deft  grants  of  former  times ».  In  the  next  place,  theft 
taxes  were  very  unequally  laid;  and  moft  of  thofe  burthen- 
fome  methods  of  raifing  money  were  then  introduced, 
which  have  lain  heavy  upon  us  ever  fince  *.  I  fay  no- 
thing of  the  violent  methods  taken  to  raife  vaft  fums  upon 

particular 


»  Happy  future  flare  of  England,  p.  187-  This  book  has  no 
author's  n.unc  in  the  title,  but  the  dedication  of  it  to  the  earl  of 
Sunderland  is  fubfcribed  P.  P.  i.  e.  Peter  Pett.  and  abundance  of 
curious  obfervations  are  to  be  found  therein.  *  For  a  com- 

prehenlive  view  of  thefe  exaftions,  the  reader  may  have  recoui^fc 
to  a  calculation  prefixed  to  Heath's  chronicle,  wheioiii  it  is  (tewn, 
that,  in  five  year's  time,  little  kfs  than  20,000,000!.  were  levied 
upon  the  people. 
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particular  occafions,  which  rendered  properly  very  preca- 
rious, and  all  together  brought  fuch  a  difcouragcinent  upon 
induftry,  as  (hewed  illclf  in  the  dcclcnflon  ol  the  coinage  i 
in  the  IclVening  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  London  j  in  dccrcafing  our  (liipping,  and  in  many  oiher 
ways.  But  the  greatell  of  all  his  mi  (lakes,  as  to  the  true  in* 
tereft  of  England^  was  in  the  affair  of  the  Spani/h  war  j 
for,  though  the  (late  might  be  a  gainer  by  the  vaft  quan- 
tity of  plate  taken  by  BlaJti  and  Montague^  yet  the  nation 
loft  thereby  j  fince,  if  the  peace  had  continued,  we  mud 
have  drawn  larger  fums  from  Spain^  in  payment  for  our 
manufadlures  i  and  confcqucntly,  that  mighty  mafs  of 
wealth  which  was  deftroyed  at  Santa  Cruz,  was  a  very 
confiderable  detriment  to  us  as  well  as  to  the  Spaniards: 
for  if  it  had  come  into  their  hands,  we  muft  have  had  a 
large  faare  of  it ;  whereas  it  was  buried  in  the  fca,  and  io 
the  whole  amount  loft  to  the  trading  intereft  in  Europe  for 
ever.  Add  to  this,  that  in  the  end,  the  Spaniards  were  fo 
reduced,  that  they  were  forced  to  hire  Dutch  (hips  to  go  to 
the  IndieSy  and  this  opened  a  new  fcene  of  trade  to  that 
wife  and  indullrious  people,  which  otherwife  had  never 
fallen  into  their  Iiands.  Part  indeed  of  thefe  lofl'es  were 
concealed  from  the  fight  of  the  nation,  by  the  increafe  of 
our  plantation-trade,  of  which  I  (hall  give  a  very  fuccinil 
account. 

A  s  the  feverities  excrcifcd  by  the  prelates  in  the  reign  of 
k'ng  Charles  I.  drove  multitudes  to  New-England,  fo  the 
diftradlions  of  fucceedir.g  times,  contributed  greatly  to  the 
increafe  of  all  our  colonies,  particularly  Barbadces  and  Vir- 
ginia, which  Cromwell  for  his  own  cafe  encouraged,  and 
the  plantation  of  Jamaica^  gave  a  new  face  to  things  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  by  opt.iing  fevcral  branches  of  com- 
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merce  unknown  to  us  before ;  this,  together  with  the  na- 
vigation-a£l,  preferved  us,  as  I  have  faid,  from  feeling  all 
the  effeds  which  otherwife  mull  have  followed  from  the 
miftakes  in  policy  before  mentioned,  and  which  in  reality 
have  been  feverely  felt  fince.  Befides,  our  plantation- trade 
was  then  new,  and  no  other  ftate  interfered  in  the  com- 
merce carried  on  in  Europe^  with  the  commodities  brought 
from  thofe  parts;  infomuch,  that  immcnfe  eftates  were 
made  in  a  fHort  fpace  of  time,  efpccially  in  Barbadoes^ 
where  fome,  who  car  ied  over  only  a  few  hundred  pounds, 
came  to  be  pofTelled  of  fcveral  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
which,  without  queftion,  encouraged  numbers  of  adventu- 
rers, and  enabled  the  Englijh  to  extend  their  trade  and  co- 
lonies in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  will  hereafter  be  more 
largely  {hewn  ".  v     ,  ..♦ ,,  ;v 


"  The  reader  may  receive  fatisfadion,  as  to  the  fafts  above- 
mentioned,  by  confulting  the  Britifli  empire  in  America,  or  tho 
particular  hillories  of  our  plaotations. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

rhe  naval hipry  of  GKEkr'liKir\Y^,  du^ 
ring  the  reign  of  king  Charles  11,/rom  the  time 
of  his  rejlauration :  containing  a  diJlinB  ac- 
count of  the  fever al  expeditions  againji  the 
Algerines  j  the  two  Dutch  wars,  and  other 
naval  tranfaSiions ;  the  Jlate  of  our  foreign 
trade  and  plantations :  with  memoirs  of  all 
the  eminent fe amen  who  flour  ijlied  in  his  reign, 

HEN  the  miferies  flowing  from  the  ruin  of 
our  old  conilitution,  had  taught  the  nation, 
that  the  ihorteft,  as  well  as  only  way  to 
peace  and  happinefs,  was  to  build  up  again 
what  they  had  deftroyed  \  the  feamen  fhew- 
ed  a  greater  readinefs  than  any  other  fort  of  men  to  execute 
this  falutary  defign,  and  without  waiting  for  any  fiirther  orders 
than  thofe  which  came  from  their  officers,  chearfully  carried 
the  fleet  over  to  the  Dutch  coaft  j  where,  after  giving  new 
names  to  the  fhips,  they  received  his  majcfty,  the  duke  of 
York^  and  other  perfons  of  principal  quahry,  who  had  at- 
tended liim  on  board  the  23''  of  May  1660,  and  fafely 
landed  them  in  Kcrit '.    P'or  this  fcrvice,  Mr.  Montague  was 

created 

"  See  the  clofe  of  the  car!  of  Clarendon's  hillory.  Heath's  chroni- 
cIp,  p  450.  But  the  btil  account  is  in  the  carl  of  Sandwicii's  journal, 
a  M.  S.  in  the  hards  ot  the  hon.  Edward  Wortley  Montague,  Efq, 
Sec  alfo  Sir  \\";;;;,.m  Lowir'a  account  of  this  Ihort  voyage. 
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created  carl  of  Sandwich,  had  a  garter,  and  was  appointed 
vice-admiral  of  England,  under  his  royal  highnefis  the  duks 
of  Tork.  Sir  John  Law/on,  Sir  Richard  Staymr,  and  o- 
ther  officers,  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  the 
king  was  pleafed  to  promife  the  feamen  in  general,  a  parti- 
cular (hare  in  his  faVour  and  efteem  ^ 

In  the  beginning  of  this  prince's  adminiftratlon,  he  cer- 
tainly (hewed  a  great  attention  to  the  public  intereft,  and 
as  he  had  good  natural  abilities,  and  was  inclined  to  look 
into  naval  affairs,  fo  for  fome  time  he  kept  a  Uridl  eye  on 
whatever  related  to  the  fleet,  of  which  many  inllances  oc- 
cur in  the  memoirs  of  feveral  of  Its  principal  officers.  In 
Septgmber  1660,  the  earl  of  Sandwich  went  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  nine  men  of  war  to  Helvoetjluys,  to  bring  over  the 
king's  fifter,  the  princefs  of  Orange,  who  not  long  after  di- 
ed in  England.  Upon  this  occafion,  he  received  great  ho- 
nours in  Holland',  and  it  is  conceived,  that  the  affeftion 
which  the  people  fliewed  for  the  young  prince  of  Orangi 
(afterwards  king  IVilliam)  and  for  the  Englijl)  on  his  ac- 
count, gave  fome  jealoufy  to  the  ftates,  or  at  leall  to  fuch 
as  had  the  principal  diredion  of  affairs,  which  was  encrea- 
.'ed  by  a  memorial  prefented  by  the  princefs  at  her  depar- 
ture} recommending  her  fon  to  their  care,  and  defiring 
they  would  now  declare  their  intentions  of  conferring  upon 
him  the  charges  and  dignities  which  his  anceftors  had  en- 
joyed. On  the  24""  of  the  fame  month  the  fleet  returned, 
and  his  majefty  and  the  duke  of  York,  going  on  board  the 
admiral's  (hip,  named  The  Refolution,  lay  there  that  night, 
and  reviewed  and  examined  the  fquadron  next  morning  ". 

A 


*>  Kennett's compleat  hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  241 .     Heath's  chroniclr; 
p.  45 ! .  Sii  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs,  •=  Earl  of  Sandwich's 

journal,  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  470.  Kennet's  chronicle. 
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Atreaty  of  marriage  having  been  concluded  be- 
tween his  majefty  and  the  Infanta  of  Portugal^  with  whom 
he  was  to  receive  a  portion  of  300,000/.  the  ifland  of  Bom- 
lay  in  the  Eajl-Indies,  and  the  city  of  Tangier  in  Jfrica  ; 
it  became  neccflary  to  fend  a  fleet  to  bring  over  the  queen, 
and  to  fecure  the  lafl:  mentioned  city  againft  any  attempt 
from  the  Moors.  For  this  purpofe,  the  carl  of  Sandwich 
was  again  fent  with  a  numerous  fleet,  which  failed  on  the 
19"'  cf  June  166 1  from  the  Downs^  after  having  been  firft 
vilited  by  the  duke  of  York  '*,  His  lordOiip  failed  lirft  to 
LifioHj  and  from  thence  to  Tangier,  which  place  was  put 
into  tb'^  hands  of  the  Englijh  on  the  30"-  of  January 
1662,  when  the  earl  oi  Peterborough  marched  into  it  with 
an  EngUJh  garrifon,  and  had  the  keys  delivered  to  hiir  by 
the  Portugueze  governor  «.  The  admiral  then  returned  to 
Lijhon,  where  he  received  the  queen's  portion,  confifting 
in  money,  in  jewels,  fugars,  and  other  commodities,  and 
in  bills  of  exchange,  and  then  failed  with  her  majefty  for 
England,  and  arrived  at  Spithead'thc  .14''*  of  May  1662  ^ 

T  H  2  R  B  was  certainly  no  occafion  for  fo  large  a  fleet, 
merely  to  bring  over  the  queen ;  but  as  it  afforded  a  fair 
pretence  for  fending  fuch  a  force  into  thfe  Mediterranvan, 
this  opportunity  was  taken  to  execute  things  of  greater  mo- 
ment. The  Alger i ties,  and  other  pyratical  ftates  of  Bar' 
hary,  taking  advantage  of  our  confufions,  had  broke  the 
peace  they  made  with  admiral  Blake,  and  began  to  take 
Englijh  (hips,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  they  did  the  Dutch 
and  French,    To  remedy  this,  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  with 

his 


<*  Henth's  chronicle,  p.  500.  Lord  Snndwich's  journal.       '  Ken- 
ret's  chronii!c,  p.  617.  '  Lord  S^iidwich's  journal,  Hcatix'i 

ciiro.i'cK',  Kennel's  compleat  hiltory.  •  .        • 
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his  fleet,  came  before  Algiers  the  29^**  of  July  1661,  and  fcnt 
captain  Spragge  with  the  king's  letter  to  the  principal  per- 
fon  in  the  governmf^nt,  and  a  letter  of  his  own,  with  or- 
ders alfo  to  bring  off  Mr.  Broivn  the  Conful  j  which  was 
accordingly  done.  That  evening  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  and  the  next  morning  certain  propofiiions  were  made 
to  the  regency  by  captain  Spragge  and  conful  Br<nvn,  A- 
bout  eleven  o'clock  thefe  gentlemen  returned  on  board  the 
admiral,  with  an  anfwer,  that  the  government  of  Algiers 
-would  confent  to  no  peace,  whereby  they  were  deprived 
of  their  right  of  fearching  our  fhips,  (it  feems,  the  fame 
humour  is  now  blown  over  to  the  other  coaft).  In  the 
mean  time,  to  (hew  they  were  in  earneft,  they  wrought 
very  hard  at  a  boom,  which,  with  much  ado,  they  brought 
over  from  the  mole-head,  to  the  oppofite  corner  of  their 
port  i  that  by  the  htlp  of  this,  and  many  other  new  v/orks 
which  they  had  raifed,  they  might  be  able  to  defend  them- 
felves  from  any  attempts  that  could  be  made  by  fea.  The 
carl  of  Sandwich,  however,  refolvcd  to  make  a  bold  trial 
to  burn  the  fliips  in  the  harbour  j  but  the  wind  prevented 
him:  fc  that  after  a  good  deal  of  firing  on  both  fides, 
where' A  more  hurt  was  done  to  the  city  than  the  (hips, 
the  admiral  thought  fit  to  fail  for  Lijion  «  on  the  firft  of 
Jugujf,  leaving  Sir  John  Law/on,  with  a  ftrong  fquadroti 
to  piotedl  the  Englijh  trade,  and  harrafs  the  enemy;  which 
he  performed  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  after  taking  many  of 
their  fhips,  he,  by  degrees,  forced  all  thefe  pyratical  ftates 
to  conclude  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  without  any  re- 
fervation  as  to  their  favourite  article  of  fearching  our  ihips ; 
...  *  though 


K  Hcath'a  chionide,  p,  500.  But  moft  of  the  fa£\s  above- meo* 
tioned  axe  taken  from  the  earl  ot  Sandwich's  journal 
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though  it  muft  be  confeilcd,  that  the  Algerinesy  retaining 
ilill  a  (Irong  opinion  of  the  llrength  of  their  'brtifications, 
did  not  keep  it  long,  but  returned  to  their  old  practices ; 
ivhich  obliged  the  government  here,  to  fend  frefli  orders 
to  Sir  'Jihn  Lawfon^  to  employ  force  In  bringing  theiii  to 
reafon  \ 

We  are  now  to  enter  upon  a  more  ferioiis  affair  than 
any  that  had  claimed  the  care  the  EngUJh  cciurt.    On  his 
iirft  return  to  the  throne  of  his  anccllors,  king  Charles  and 
his  minillers  had  certainly  fliewn  a  great  concern  for  the 
true  intereft  of  the  r    'on,  as  will  appear  to  any  atten- 
tive reader  of  oui*  hilloryj  who  obfsrtres  thfe  advantagei  we 
gained  by  the  treaties  of  commerce  which  he  concluded 
with  Spain  and  Holland,    By  the  fortner  he  fecured  the 
poffeffion  of  Jamaua,   though   it  had  been  acquired  by 
Cromwell,  and  thereby  obtained  fome  fort  of  fatisfadlion 
for  the  injury  intended  him  a  little  before  his  rcjflauration, 
when  it  is  certain  that  the  Spaniards  would  have  fecured 
his  pcrfon,  if  he  had  not  prevented  them  by  an  unexpec- 
ted retreat  out  of  their  dominions  to  Breda.     He  alfo  re« 
ftored  to  the  nation  the  advantages  they  drew  from  the 
Spanijh  trade  j  and  the  afFedion  of  this  people  to  the  En- 
lijhy  preferable  to  any  other  nation  appeared  in  thi's,  that 
they  immediately  fell  out  with  the  Dutch,  and  even  for- 
bad their  (hips  of  war  to  enter  their  ports,  as  the  Dutch 
writers  themfelves  tell  us  *.     The  treaty  with  Holland  car- 
ried things  alfo  to  a  great  height  j  for  it  not  only  fecured 
the  refpedt  due  to  the  flag,   but  likewife  procured  fome 
,  other  conceflions  very  honourable  for  the  nation^  and  the 

ifland 


*  Kennef  s  compleat  hiftory,  Burchct,  Lediard,  &c.  '  S«e 

Kennefs  compleat  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  Echard,  Welwood ; 
but  cfpecially,  the  treaty  itfelf  in  the  toUeAion  before  mcrtiohcd. 
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ifland  of  Poleron  for  the  Eaft-India  company.  His  majefty 
had  alfo  an  intention  to  have  fecurcd  the  filhery  on  the 
Britijh  coaft  to  his  own  fubjedls:  but  before  that  could 
be  effcftually  done  the  war  broke  out;  for  the  true 
grounds  of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  account,  and  yet  with- 
out accounting  for  them,  books  of  this  nature  can  be  but 
pf  little  value ''.  , 

r-THE  Dutch  began  early  to  conceive  prejudices  againft 
the  king's  government,  and  in  reality  to  apprehend  our 
becoming  their  fuperiors  in  trade,  in  which  we  were 
every  day  increafing.  Thefe  fcntiments  engaged  them, 
and  efpccially  their  Eaji  and  Weft-India  companies,  which 
then  carried  on  the  greateft  part  of  their  commerce,  to 
take  various  fteps  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world  where  their 
power  prevailed,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Englijh  trade. 
The  Eqft-Jndia  company  particularly  delayed  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  damages  the  Englijb  were  to  receive ;  refufed 
to  deliver  up  the  iJland  before-mentioned,  and  pretended 
to  prefcribe  the  places  where,  and  the  terms  on  which  thn 
Englijh  Ihould  trade  in  the  India*  The  other  company 
trod  exactly  in  their  fteps,  and  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  get 
cape  Corje-ciiik  into  their  hands,  which  belonged  to  the 
Englijh  company '  trading  to  Africa. 

The  duke  of  Tork^  who  was  governor  of  the  African 
company,  being  informed  of  this,  fent  fir  Robert  Holmes 
with  four  frigates,  to  the  coad  of  Guinea^  in  order  to 
make  reprifals.  This  was  in  1661  i  and  fir  Robert ^  in  con- 

VoL.  II.  R  fequencc 
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^  Sec  Kennet,  Welwood,  Echard,  Rapin ;  but  efpccially  the 
treaty.  Scs  fir  George  Downing's  memuiial,  and  lord  Arlini»ton'* 
letters.  ^  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  152.     See  king  Charles  If. 

letter  to  the  dates  general,  on  the  caufes  of  this  war,  and  Bafoage 
aqqaUs  dc  province  mw,  vol  i.  p.  682,  6 S3. 
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fequence  of  this  commiflion,  fummoned  the  Duteb  to  rar<* 
render  cape  Verd,  to  the  company,  within  a  limited  time  j 
yet  offered  them  the  liberty  to  continue  their  trade  there 
as  before.  He  then  proceeded  to  ^  fmall  fort,  poflefTed 
by  the  Duub,  who,  firing  their  cannon  to  prevent  the 
landing  of  the  Englijh^  were  obliged  to  fnrrender,  and  the 
fort  received  the  name  of  James-Furt,  n  honour  of  the 
duke.  From  thence,  proceeding  to  the  river  Gambia^ 
he  dillodged  the  Hollanders^  and  built  a  new  fort. 

The  HoUandtn  ftill  refufing  to  deliver  cape  Cerfi^  fir 
Robert  was  fcnt  a  fecond  time,  Jnno  1663,  with  a  fmaU 
iquadron  to  take  it  by  force.  But  fearching  a  Dutcb  fliip 
by  the  way,  he  found  orders  (as  king  Charles  informs  the 
ftates  in  his  letter,  O^ober  4,  1666)  from  the  Dutch  ff^e/K 
India  company  to  their^  governor,  general  Valkenburg^  to 
leize  the  E.ngUfii  fort  at  Cormantin  j  which  difcovery  dif- 
pofed  hiin  to  go  beyond  his  commiffioB,  ;  ,' 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  Jemuary^  1664,  fir 
Robert  Holmes  arrived  with  his  fquadr6n  at  cape  Verdti 
This  cape  is  part  of  the  main  land  of  Africa^  and  lies  od 
the  weft  fide  of  the  kingdom  of  Jahffii  and  to  the  N.  ^ 
of  the  river  Gambia^  in  the  15"*  degree  o(  N^L.  about  a 
cannon-fhot  from  thence,  lies  the  ifland  Geeree,  wherepn 
wti-e  two  forts.  The  lower  fort  was  furnifhed  with  about 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  upper  with  eight :  Tlu 
former  was  called  hn-Naffau^  the  later  (on-Orange,  Sir 
Robert  firft  fummoned  thefe  two  forts  of  the  ifland  Goeree\ 
which,  becaufe  the  governor  refufed  to  furrender,  he  attack- 
ed, and  took  the  next  day,  together  with  a  (hip  called,  the 
Crocodile,  lying  under  their  protedion  j  after  having,  the 
evening  before,  taken  two  other  Dutch  (hips,  called,  the 
Vifih-korf^  and  the  Fifeher,  In  the  forts,  he  found  a  great 
quantity  of  goods  ready  to  jC  (hipped  off  for  Holland,  and 

.  .  ,...-,.    .    ,  ..  among 
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Imong  the^  reft,  twenty  thoufand  hides.  Thefe  he  loaded 
on  his  own  and  the  Dutch  ihips,  and  cranfported  them  to 
aUrra  Liina^, 

He  next  proce^ed  {0  attafck  St.  Giorgi  dil  Miha,  the 
thief  of  ail  the  Dutch  forts ;  but  though  himfelf  and 
fais  feamen  adled  with  great  braVery,  yet  the  defign  mif- 
tarried;  and  ht  was  obliged  to  (beer  off  with  fome  lofs. 
To  repair  this  misfortutie,  h^  ^efolved  to  attdck  cape 
Cerfi  callle,  which;  though.  It  was  fo  ftrohg  by  fituation; 
that  one  hundred  men  might  have  kept  it  againft  a 
thoufaud ;  yet  he  foon  took  it,  and  fotiie  other  places ; 
after  which,  he  failed  from  the  coait  of  Guinea  to  nurthi 
America^  where  he  reduced  a  Dutch  fettlement,  caHed  the 
New-Netherlands  in  the  month  oi  Auguji^  1664,  chang- 
ing the  name  into  that  ol"  New-Torky  iii  honour  of  the 
duke.  Ytt  this  was  not  done  merely  by  way  of  reprifal,  but 
partly  by  virtue  6f  a  claim  of  right.  For  the  New-Ne- 
iherlands  being  fir  ft  difcovered  by  the  Englijhy  under  the 
tondudt  of  Sebajiiari  Cabot  (who  took  poiTeftion  of  all 
that  northern  coaft  in  the  name  of  king  Jienry  VII.  of 
England)  had  been  "always  deemed  a  part  of  the  £«;^/^ 
American  dominions^  till  the  year  1637,  when  it  was  firft 
ieized  and  planted  by  the  Dutch '^^ 

These  proceedings  were  hitherto  of  a  private  na- 
ture* The  injuries  done  to  the  Englijb  were  done  by 
the  Dutch  Weji-lndia  company  j  the  reprisals  made 
by  the  Englifl),  were  under  the  charter  of  the  African 
company;   the  trown  had  neither  fitted  out  fir  Robert 

R  a  Helmet 


■  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  153.  Account  of  captj\in  HoJmes*» 
procecilings  on  the  coall  of  Alrica.  Heath's  chronicle  continued' 
by  Philips,  p.  5J5.  *  Britifh  eihpirif  in  America,' vol  iV 
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HolmeSy  or  given  any  commiffion".  But  when  the  news 
of  what  he  had  done  reached  Holland,  the  de  Wit  fadlion, 
who  then  carried  all  before  them,  rcfolvcd  inftantly  to  fall 
ur-on  the  EngliJ))  in  thofe  parts,  with  a  great  fleet,  and 
this  without  any  declaration  of  war,  or  even  intimation 
of  their  defign  to  repair  themfclvcs  in  damages  for  what 
Holmes  had  taken  from  them.  The  difficulty  lay,  in  get- 
ting a  fleet  fafely  into  thofe  fcas,  before  the  defign  could  be 
known  in  England,  and  the  projeft  formed  by  them,  as 
it  was  very  fi'.btile  and  fraudulent,  fo  it  was  executed  with 
equal  cunning  and  fuccefs.  Admiral  de  Ruyter,  was  at  that 
time  in  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  had  orders  citner  to 
make  a  peace  with,  or  to  defend  their  merchants  from 
the  infults  of,  the  pyrarical  rtates;  to  which  end,  as  wc 
before  obferved,  fir  John  Law/on  was  alfo  there  with  a 
fquadron  of  Engtifh  ftiips,  and  the  ftates  requefted  of  king 
Cnarles,  that  thefe  admirals  raigh:  adt  in  conjundion.  Yet 
now  it  was  thought  convenient  to  remove  de  Ruyter  from 
thence,  and  to  fend  him  to  commit  hoftilities  on  the 
coait  of  Guinea,  and  in  the  Wejl- Indies,  To  this,  he  -was 
well  c'nough  inclined,  from  a  difference  that  had  happen- 
ed between  him  and  fir  John  Lawfon,  about  the  falute  at 
lea,  which,  the /);//^/>  admiral  paid,  a:id  fir  y<7^«  refufed 
to  return,  alledging  that  his  orders  did  not  allow  him  to 
flrike  to  the  fubjedls  of  any  king  or  ftate  whatever.    In 

other 


«»  So  far  from  it,  that  the  king  confined  Holmes  when  he  re- 
turred,  and  did  not  diicharge  him,  till  he  made  it  evidently  np- 
ptar,  that  he  had  not  infringed  the  law  of  nations.  Philips** 
continuation  of  Heath's  chronjcle,  p.  533.  Nay  de  Neavillc, 
fiys  exprcfsly,  that  the  kinjj  made  this  war  that  he  might  ac- 
commodate himfelf  to  the  difpofitioa  of  his  parhaoicfit  and  people. 
Hilloire  de  MollAQd,  vol.  iii.  p.  i\z. 
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other  refpe^s,  he  aflided  the  Dutch  as  friends  and  allies  us 
much  as  was  in  his  power.  ;, 

The  majority  of  the  ftates  were  not  for  a  war  with 
England^   and  confequenily  fuch  orders  as  the  minifters 
wanted,  to  authorize  de  Ruytery  were  not  to  be  had  in  a 
fair  and  open  wayj  yet,  rather  than  not  have  them,  the 
Louvejiein  fadion  refolved   to  facrifice  their  conftitution, 
De  Ruyter  had  fent  home  an  account  of  his  proceedings 
againft  the  pyrates :  they  got  this  report  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  feven ;  and  this  committee  drew  up  an  order, 
direding  the  admiral  to  fail  to  the  coafl:  of  Guinea^  there 
to  make  reprifais  upon  the  Englijh.     Bur,   as  this  order 
muft  be  read  to  and  approved  by  the  Hates,  the  minifters 
took  care  to  draw  it  up  in  loofe  and  equivocal  terms,  pro- 
curing alfo  the  fecretary  to  read  it  in  fuch  a  hurry,  as  ren- 
dered it  altogether  unintelligible :    then   they  thurft  it  a- 
_mong  fome  orders  of  courfe,  and  engaging  fuch  as  rhey 
thought  would  be  againft  it,   in  private  converfation,  it 
jvas  read  without  being  attended  to.    Laftly,  it  was  brought 
with  a  bundle  of  papers  chiefly  of  form,  to  be  ligned  by 
the  prefident  for  the  week,  who,  as  ufual,  it\  his  hand 
without  reading.    This  \^  a  true  ftate  of  the  fadt,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Dutch  hiftorians  p. 

.  When  de  Ruyter  received  this  order,  be  did  not  com- 
municate  it  to  his  officers ;  but  having  firft  got  fuch  a  fup- 
ply  of  provilions  as  he  thought  might  be  neceflary,  pre- 
tended then  to  have  information  of  certain  pyrates  cruifing 
near  the  Canaries^  and  under  colour  of  giving  chafe  to 
thefe,  he  fo  far  executed  his  comm'Hion,  as  to  oblige  the 
governor  for  the  African  company,   either  to  furrender^ 

,    ,  R3  « 
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H 


&I* 


]  \\ 


'B 


246  NAVAL    HISTORT 

ox  demolifh  feveral  of  their  forts.  He  likewife  feized  ^ 
jjrcat  quantity  of  goods  belonging  to  that  company.  After 
which  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  fort  Cormantin^ 
a  place  which  was  built  by  and  had  always  been  in  the 
poflefllon  of  the  Englijh.  But  cape  Corft^t  and  Chqma 
(two  of  the  places  taken  by  fir  Robert  Hilmts)  remainecj 
unreduced.  From  the  coall  of  Guinea^  de  Ruyter  failed  to 
BarbadoeSf  where  he  attacked  a  confiderable  fleet  of  mer- 
chant-fhips,  lying  under  protedion  of  the  forts,  but  was 
repulfed  with  great  lofs.  Then  pafljng  over  to  Montfirat^ 
NeviSy  and  Newfoundland^  he  took  above  twenty  fail  of 
Englijb  (hips,  and  fo  returned  to  Holland'^ 

These  actions  on  both  fide^  ferved  to  exafperate  the 
two  nations,  and  to  hallen  the  prepartions  for  war; 
which  was  proclaimed  by.  the  Dutch  in  January^  and  by 
the  Englijb  in  February y  1665.  But  before  it  came  to 
that,  the  Heer  Van  Goch  was  fent  by  the  ftates  to  impo|w 
tune  the  king  with  memorials  and  complaints.  To  whiclf 
the  kings  anfwer  was,  that  he  had  received  no  particular 
information  of  the  affair  of  Guinea ;  and  that  the  two 
companies  muft  decide  thedifpute.  Thefe  complaints  of 
the  ambalTadors  being  likewife  retaliated  by  the  Englijb 
merchants,  whofe  inceflant  reprefentations  of  their  wrongs 
obl^cd  the  king  to  repeat  his  demands  of  fatisfadion,  as 
the  conftant  refufal  of  the  fatisfadlion  demanded,  was  the 
caufe  of  the  open  rupture '.  .  - ,    >   .    . 

Several  writers  who  have  cenfured  kitlg  CharUi% 
government,  would  have  us  believe,  that  this  war  was  of 
{lis  majefty*s  procuring:  whereas  nothing  can  be  more 
certain  than  that  he  was  engaged  in  it  by  advice  of  parlia- 
ment. 


L      * 
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ment,  and  the  clamours  of  the  people.  The  houfe  of 
commons  told  him  in  one  of  their  reprefentations,  that  the 
Duttb  had  injured  his  fubje<th  10  the  amount  of  eight 
liundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  king  promifed  to  take 
care  of  the  merchant^  and  of  the  nation  i  and  when  he 
found  a  war  neccffary,  and  dcfired  the  city  of  London  to 
lend  him  one  hundred  thou&nd  pounds,  they  did  it  very 
teadily,  and  even  repeated  the  favour  as  readily,  when  the 
Jting  condefcended  to  (hew  them  that  the  firft  loan  was  not 
fuflBcient  to  fit  out  the  fleet.  Thefe  are  demonftraiive 
proofs,  that  this  was  not  a  court-war,  but  a  popular  one. 
Yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  was  chiefly  brought  about 
by  the  artifices  of  Frana^  the  emiflaries  of  that  crown 
inftigating  the  Dutch  to  do  all  they  did,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  omitting  no  opportunity  of  inflaming  us  againfl 
ihem.  Their  dcfign  was  plainly  to  engage  the  maritime 
powers  in  a  cruel  war,  that  they  might  weaken  and  wade 
€acb  others  ftr^ngth,  and  fo  be  lefs  able  to  oppofe  the  de- 
figns  of  the  French  miniftry ;  one  of  which  was,  to  ren- 
der France  a  maritime  power  *. 

The  firfl  action  of  confequence  that  happened  after 
the  war  broke  out,  was  the  attacking  a  Dutch  f^et  richly 
laden  from  Smyrna  near  Cadiz.  It  conHfled  of  forty  mer- 
chant-fliips,  fome  of  them  very  large,  and  well-provided 
with  ordnance,  and  their  convoy  was  four  ihird-rate  men 
of  war.  Sir  Thomas  Alleny  who  commanded  the  Englijh 
fquadron,  had  with  him  about  nine  (hips  (his  own  narra- 
tive fays  but  eight).  With  thefe  he  attacked  the  enemy 
fo  Aiccefsfully,  that  having  killed  their  commodore  Brae- 
id,  and  tal^en  or  funk  four  of  their  ridielt  Ihips,  he  drovQ 
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the  reft  into  the  bay  of  Cadizy  where  for  fome  time  he 
blocked  them  up.  A  misfortune  of  the  fame  kind  befcl 
the  Dutch  Bourdeaux  fleet,  of  which  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  fliips  were  taken.  Some  of  thefe,  however, 
appearing  to  be  French  bottoms,  were  difcharged  ;  but  the 
far  greater  part  were  declared  good  prize  *.  Thefe  mis- 
fortunes obliged  the  Dufhy  contrary  to  their  inclinations 
and  indeed  to  their  ufual  pradlice,  to  lay  an  immediate 
embargo  on  all  vcflels  in  their  port,  whereby  the  fiiheries, 
and  all  the  annual  commerce,  were  ftopped  for  that  fea- 
feafon.  They  l-kewife  fet'ied  a  fund  of  fourteen  millions 
of  guilders  for  the  fupport  of  the  war ;  and  in  order  to 
Ihew  that  there  ought  to  he  fome  difference  between  wars 
made  by  trading  nations,  and  thofe  entered  into  by  arbi- 
trary princes,  for  the  mere  thirft  of  dominion  ;  they  order 
ed  about  fifty  EngUJh  and  Scotch  veflels,  which  had  been 
feized  in  their  harbours,  to  be  fet  at  liberty ;  and  on  their 
arrival  in  England,  the  civility  was  returned  by  a  like  re- 
Jeafe  of  all  the  Dutch  fliips  ftopped  here".  -  '  '<  >  ^^ 
The  Englijh  Fleet  was  firft  ready,  though  the  Dutch 
began  firft  to  arm.  It  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen fail  of  men  of  war  and  frigates,  twenty-eight  fire 
Ihips  and  ketches,  and  had  about  twenty-two  thoufand 
feamen  and  foldiers  on  board.  The  whole  was  command- 
ed by  the  duke  of  Tork,  as  lord  high-admiral,  prince 
Rupert  was  admiral  of  •'  c  white,  and  the  earl  oi  Sandwich 
of  the  blue.  April  ij^  1665.  the  Englijh  failed  for  the 
Dutch  coaft,  and  on  the  28"',  fent  in  a  fquadron  fo  near 
the  (hore  and  harbour  of  the  Texel,  that  the  country  was 
exceedingly  alarmed.    After  remaining  there  a  month, 

the 
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the  fleet  was  was  fo  ruffled  by  a  ftorm,  that  it  was  found 
necefliiry  to  retire  towards  our  own  fhore.     This  oppor- 
tunity the  Dutch  took  of  fending  out  their  fleet,  which  bjr 
the  latter  end  of  May^  appeared  about  the  hoggtr  Sands, 
They  were  divided  into  fcven  fquadrons,  the  firjl  under 
Opdarriy  confifting  of  fourteen  men  of  war,  and  two  firc- 
fliips ;  the  fccond  under  John  Everts^  of  the  like  force  t 
the  third  commanded  by  admiral  Cortenaer,  confiding  of 
fourteen  men  of  war  and  one  fire-fliip ;   the  fourth  was 
under  Stillingwert^  compofed  likewife  of  fourteen  men  of 
war  and  a  fire-fliip  \  the  fifth  condudled  by  Tromp^  the 
fon  of  the  famous  old  admiral,  made  up  of  fixteen  men 
of   war  and   two  fire-fliips ;   the  fixth  under  Cornelius 
Everts^  confifting  of  fourteen  men  of  war  and  a  fire-fliip; 
the  laft  commanded  by  Schramm   in  which  were  fixtccn 
men  of  war,  and  two  fire-fliips,  in  all  a  hundred  and  three 
men  of  war,   eleven  fire-fliips,   and   feven  Yachts.    A 
mighty  fleet!  far  fuperior  to  what  the  French  conceived  it 
poflible  for  the  States  to  fit  out,  and  well  furnifhed  with 
men ;  but  by  the  help  of  their  //liw-fliips,  whence  they 
were  moftly  taken,  partly  by  perfuafion,  and  partly  by 
force  »^  The  duke  of  York  being  retired  from  the  Dutch 
coafV,  when  they  came  out,  aflfbrded  an  opportunity  for 
them  to  fall  on  our  Hamburgh  fleet,  which  they  did  not 
negleft,  and  they  were  fo  fortunate  therein  as  to  take  the 
greateft    part,    whereby  we  fuflfered   near  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.    Some  attributed  this  to  ill  management, 
others  with  more  reafon,   to  accidents ;   for  they  had  a 
convoy,  and  the  duke  of  York  fent  the  Roe-Ketch  to  in- 
form them  of  his  departure,  which  not  meeting  this  fleet 

— -.  .•».-^.,,  .« ^ ,^    proved 
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proved  their  ruin  ■.  This  exafperated  the  Eng^/h^  and  at 
xhe  Titmc  time  raifed  the  fpirits  of  the  DuUlj.  « 

Y<i  Admiral  Opdam^  who  commanded  the  latlefi  was 
.1  very  prudent  as  well  as  gallant  commander.  The  great 
y^hn  (U  /A7/  railed  him  to  this  envied  employment  i  but 
iinding  him  inclined  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  he  became 
his  enemy,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  out  at  Tea  wrote  him 
a  letter,  directing  him  to  fight  at  all  events^  and  this  with 
a  peculiar  quicknefs  of  ftile,  which  proved  the  letter  bit, 
though  it  was  written  in  the  name  of  the  JIatts,  Opdam 
rd'olved  to  obey,  though  contrary  to  the  advice  of  moll 
of  his  officers,  and  his  own  opinion,  as  appeared  by  his 
lending  aOiore  his  plate  before  the  engagement.  /  am^ 
faid  he,  on  hearing  the  judgment  of  a  council  of  war,  tn- 
tirely  in  ysur  fintimitits  j  but  ben  an  my  ardtn,  Ta-ntdr- 
rcw  my  had  Jball  bt  bound  with  laurtl  ar  with  cyprtfs :  and 
in  this  difpoHtion  he  failed  to  find  out  the  Engli/b  navy  ^ 
That  did  not  require  much  time ;  for  the  duke  of  York 
was  now  eager  to  revenge  the  lofs  of  the  Hamburgh  fleet. 
On  the  third  of  Jum  the  Engli/b  and  Dutch  navies  en- 
gaged about  three  in  the  morning  off  Ltoftoff,  when  by 
anoverfight  of  the  Dutth  (as  their  writers  fay  )^  the  Eh- 
igii/h  had  the  weather-gage,  an  advantage  they  knew  ho^ 
1^  uie  as  well  as  keep  S  -* 

*  Things  went  at  firil  very  equally  on  both  fides,  char- 
ging through  and  through,  without  any  remarkable  advan- 
tage, fiut.  about  nooD,  the  earl  of  Sandwich  with  the 
blue  fquadron,  fell  into  the  center  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  di- 
vided it  into  two  parts,  and  began  that  coofufion  which 

ended 


*  Philips*s  contlnoatlon  oFHeatK^s  Chronicle,  Kentiet,  Eehwrd, 
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ended  in  a  total  defeat  *.  The  duke  of  Tork  in  the  Rtyal 
Charles,  a  (hip  of  eighty  guns,  and  admiral  Opdatti  in  th« 
Eendracbt^  of  eighty-fonr,  were  clofely  engaged.  The 
fight  c  )niinucd  for  fomc  hours  with  great  obftinacy,  and 
his  roynl  hlghnefs  was  in  the  utmoft  danger.  Several  pcr- 
fons  of  diiUn^tion  were  killed  on  board  his  (hip,  particu- 
larly the  cntl  of  Falmvuth^  the  king's  favcuriie,  lord  Muf- 
ktrry^  and  Mr.  BoyU,  fon  to  the  carl  of  Ctrk^  with  one 
bnl' ,  and  fo  near  the  duke,  that  he  was  covered  with 
their  blood  and  brains:  nay,  a  fplinter  from  the  la(t<men<* 
tioncd  grntlcman's  fkull  razed  his  hand  •.  About  one,  the 
patch  admiral  blew  up  with  a  prodigious  noife  ;  but  how 
the  accident  happened  is  uncertain.  Some  fay,  a  (hot  fell 
in  the  powder-room  ;  others,  that  Opdam*^  black  blew  up 
fhe  (hip  to  be  revenged  of  his  mafter  for  beating  him. 
The  mod  probable  account  is,  that  it  was  occalioned  by 
fomc  in  diftribuiing  the  powder  ^  In  this  veflcl,  together 
with  the  Admiral,  pcriflied  five  hundred  men,  only  five  of 
the  whole  crew  efcaping ;  many  of  them  voluntiers,  of  the 
bcft  families  of  Holland^  and  not  a  few  Frenthmtriy  who 
took  this  opportunity  of  being  prefent  in  a  fea.fight  K 

A  little  after  this  unlucky  blow,  the  Duuh  received  « 
Hill  greater.  Four  fine  (hips,  the  biggeft  of  fixty,  the 
leaft  of  forty  guns,  ran  foul  on  each  other,  and  were  burnt 
by  one  fire-(hip:  foon  after,  three  larger  veflels  by  the 
fame  accident  (hared  the  fame  (ate.  The  Orange,  a  (hip 
of  feventy-five  guns,  after  a  moft  gallant  defence  was  alfo 
burnt ;  and  thus,  towards  four  in  the  afternoon)  all  fett 
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into  Gonfufion.  Vice-admiral  Stillingwtrt  was  ihot 
through  the  middle  by  a  cannotvball  j  vice-admiral  Cortt- 
naar  received  a  ihot  in  his  thigh,  of  which  he  inftanrly 
died.  Thefe  fiiips  bearing  out  of  the  line  on  the  death 
of  their  commanders,  without  ftriking  their  flags,  drew 
many  after  them  j  fo  that,  by  eight  at  night,  Tromp^  who 
held  out  bravely  to  the  lail,  and  fought  retreating,  had 
not  above  thirty  (hips  left  with  him.  This  was  the  mod 
£gnal  vidtory  the  Engli/h  ev<;r  gained,  and  the  fevered 
blow  the  Dutch  ever  felt  at  fca  ''.  According  to  our  ac- 
counts,  which  upon  a  flridl  examination  I  have  always 
found  moderate,  the  Dutch  had  eighteen  (hips  taken  (feve* 
ral  of  which  we  quitted)  and  fourteen  funk  in  this  adlion, 
befxles  fuch  as  were  burnt  or  blown  up.  Yet  their  ac< 
counts  admit  of  no  more  than  nine  ihips  taken,  one  (their 
Admiral)  blown  up,  and  eight  burnt'.  As  to  our  lofs, 
which  was  far  more  unaccountable,  there  is  no  difpute 
about  it.  We  loll  the  Charity ^  a  (hip  of  forty-lix  guns, 
with  mod  of  her  men,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fight  i  had 
in  the  whoie  but  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed,  and 
three  hundred  and  forty  wounded  :  pn  the  other  fide,  they 
loft  at  lead  fix  thoufand  men,  including  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  taken  prifoners  ^  Yet  fome  great  men  of  ours 
bought  this  advantage  to  their  country  at  the  expence  of 
their  blood,  fuph  as  the  earls  of  Portland  and  Marlbo- 
rough, vice-admiral  Sampfon,  and  fir  John  Lawjon,  who 
died  of  a  wound  he  received  in  the  knee,  though  he  fur* 
vived  t|ie  battle.     ^^i/V    ..,.  .  .-r^j  ,,?.. 


*>  Kcnnet,  Echard,  Columna  Roftrata,   Bafnage,  Le  Clerc«  De 
Neuville,  &c.  '  Phi)ip\s  Chronicle,  lord  cnancellor*s  ipeecb 

to  the  parliament,  Kenneth  Le  Clerc,  Leven  Vaa  Tromp.  '^  Bur- 
chct,  Columna  Roftrata.  _      •,  ,, 
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The  Dutch  zknbe  this  defeat  in  a  great  mcafure  to 
the  ill  conduft  of  their  own  officers,  and  feamen,  many 
of  whom  were  feverely  puniflied.  Thus  much  is  allowed 
on  all  fides,  that,  except  fixteen  or  feventeen  of  their 
captains  who  had  ferved  in  the  former  war,  they  h::d  none 
of  tolerable  knowledge,  or  true  courage,  mod  of  them 
being  the  fons  of  rich  burgo- matters,  brought  in,  to  fc- 
cure  their  father's  interefts  by  de  fVit ;  who,  though  he 
thus  incapacitated  them  for  fighting,  yet  compelled  them 
againft  reafon,  and  their  own  opinion  to  fight ;  becaufe 
at  all  events,  a  battle  was  for  his  intereft ;  fince,  gained, 
it  raifed  his  authority  at  home;  or,  loll,  it  muft  bring  in 
bis  allies  the  French  from  abroad.  This  refined  policy  had 
well  nigh  ruined  himfelf  and  his  friends;  for  the  mob 
rofe,  and  threatened  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  revolution. 
At  the  Briily  admiral  Evertz  was  thrown  into  the  river, 
and  with  much  difficulty  refcucd  by  the  magiflrates  from 
the  populace :  and  fuch  like  tumults  happened  at  Rotter- 
darrtf  and  elfewhcre  '.  On  the  fide  of  the  Englijh  too, 
there  was  fome  mifmanagement,  otherwife  this  had  been 
the  lad  battle  with  the  Dutch:  but  fb  it  was,  that,  con- 
tent with  the  victory,  we  neglected  the  purfuit.  The 
friends  of  the  duke  of  York  fay,  this  was  owing  to  high 
winds  on  (hore,  and  our  fire-fliips  being  all  fpent.  Others 
alledge,  that  his  royal  higbnefs  falling  afleep  after  the  fa- 
tigue of  the  day,  one  captain  Brounkery  who  was  about 
his  perfon,  gave  orders  that  the  admiral  (hould  ilack  fail ; 
an  adt  equally  dangerous  to  the  nation's  intereft,  and  the 
duke's  glory  ", 

His 
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His  royal  highnefs  left  the  fleet  foon  after,  and  return- 
ed  to  LottJcHf  to  make  a  report  of  all  things  to  the  king. 
His  majcity   having  attended  his  mother  to  the  coads, 
went  on  board  the  Rffyal  Charles  in  the  river^  where  he 
inade  a  ftri£t  inquiry  into  the  conduf"  of  the  officers,  and 
the  Hate  of  their  (hips;  and  receiving  fatisfadtic*^  as  to' 
both,  he  there,  as  an  encourageiAent  to  a  like  behaviour 
in  time   to  come,  knighted   the  moft  coniiderable  com- 
Jnanders,  viz,  admiral  Tyddiman^  captain  CuttingSi  cap- 
fein  Jordan,  captain  Spraggei  &c.  after  which,  he  direct- 
ed that  all  the  ihips  (hould  be  repaired  with  the  utmoii 
diligeirce^  aAd  the  Heet  as  foon  as  poifible,  be  put  into  a 
condition  to  go  out  again  to  fea  ".     The  king's  com- 
inand,  their  fenfe  of  their  lati  vidory,  iind  the  news  of 
two  rich  Dutch  fquadroni  being  at  fea,  quickly  brought 
out  the  EtigJiJh  navy,-  to  the  number  of  fixty  fail ;  and 
Oft  the  fifth  of  Jufy,  they  fteercd  from  Sdutbwold  bay,  in- 
to which  they  put    immediately  aftir  the  laft  engage- 
niicnr,'  for  the  coaft  of  Holland,    The  ftandard  was  borne 
by  the  gallant  earl  of  Sandwich,  to  whom  was  vice>admi- 
fal  fir  George  Ayfcue  and    fir   Thomas  Tyddiman,   rear- 
admiral.    Sir  lyittiam  Perni  was  admiral  of  the  white; 
ffr  William  Berkley  vice-admiral,  and  fir  Jojeph  Jordan 
:fear-admirah     The  blue  flag  was  carried  by  fir  Thomas 
Jllen,  whofe  vice  and  rear  were  fii*  Chriftopher  Mimmi 
and  fir  John  Harmons    The  defign  they  went  on,  way 
to  intercept  de  Ruyter  in  his  return,  or  at  leaft,  to  take 
and  burn  the  Turkey  and  EaJi'India  fleets,  of  which  they 
Ibd  certain  ihtelligence  ", 

Thev 
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They  fucceeded  in  neither  of  thefe  fchemes.     Di 
kuytir  returned  unexpectedly  by  the  north  of  Scotland^ 
and  arrived  fafely  in  Holland,  where  he  was  immediately 
promoted  to   the  chief  command  of  the  fleet  i*.    The 
Turkey  and  In^a  fleet,  confifting  of  twenty  fail,  under 
the  command  of  comnsodore  BitUr^  chofe  to  take  the 
(ame  northern  route,  in  hopes  of  avoiding  the  Engli/b 
navys  but  having  intelligence  at  Tea,  that  this  would 
prove  very  difficult,  if  not  impofliblet  they  took  (helter 
in  the  port  of  Bergben  in  Nortuay  •».     The  port  wai 
pretty  eafy  of  accefs,  and  covered  only  by  an  old  caftle  1 
the  Danijb  governor  indeed,  promifed  the  Dutch  to  do 
for  them  what  he  could,  and  they  were  willing  to  con- 
tribute as  much  as  in  them  lay  to  render  him  able.    In 
order  to  this,  they  landed    forty-one  pieces  of  cannon^ 
which  were  difpofed  on  a  line  before  the  fort :  then  the 
Dutch  drew  another  line  crofs  the  bay,  confiding  of  theit 
largeil  ibips ;  and  in  this  pofture  they  waited  for  the  Eti" 
glijh.    it  was  not  long  before  they  appeared  ;  for  the  earl 
of  Sandwich,  having  advice  of  their  being  pat  into  Birg' 
ifen,  had  detached  fir  Thomas  Tyddiman  with  fourteen  fail 
of  men  of  war,   and   three  fire-fliips   to  attack    thent. 
This  he  performed  with  great  courage,  though  the  wind 
was  againft  them,  and  the  enemy  made  a  prodigious  fire 
upon  the  caftle,  the  line,  and  theihips;  fo  that  at  lad  he, 
was  forced  to  bear  out  of  the  bay,  and  this  he  performed 
without  the  lofs  of  a  (hip,  though  he  had  five  or  fix 
Tcry  iU  treated '.         ,  / 

.. .   .   '  ■      '  ■  X  \.^.  '       The 
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The  ftates  by  ihis  time,  partly  by  threats,  partly  \yy 
puniihinent,  but  more  by  promifes  and  rewards,  had 
again  manned  out  a  ftout  fleet.  Admiral  de  Ruyttr  had 
the  command  of  it,  which  gave  .^o  fmall  difpleafure^ 
Tromp  i  but  he  grew  into  a  belter  temper,  when  he  per- 
ceived that  his  competitor  had  the  command  only  in 
ihew  •.  The  great  ftatefman  de  fFit,  not  fatisfied  with 
dire£ting  all  things  in  the  Dutch  council,  refolved  alfo  to 
direct  their  fleets ;  to  which  end  he  go:  bimfelf,  and  two 
other  deputies,  appointed  to  attend  the  admiral.  A  ftep 
oppofed  by  all  his  ft'ends,  and  contrary  to  the  fentiments 
cf  the  French  king,  who  was  afraid,  if  by  any  accident  he 
loll  M.  de  Pf^ty  he  (hould  not  And  the  ]ftates  fo  tradable 
as  they  had  been  for  fome  years  pad  ^  The  penfionary, 
however,  per/ifted  in  his  dffign,  and  gained  a  very  great 
repi'.tation  m  his  new  character,  even  before  the  fleet  put 
to  fea  J  and,  though  I  cannot  fay  that  this  relates  to  Eri^ 
glijh  hiitory,  yet,  as  it  has  a  near  relation  to  naval  aflair?, 
■I  hope  the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  at  my  telling 
him,  how  de  Wit  acquired  this  reputation.  vVhen  he 
came  on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Texely  the  pilots,  captains, 
j^nd  admirals,  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  they 
muft  wait  for  a  fair  wind  in  order  to  get  out,  though 
there  were  two  pafl*ages.  As  to  the  larger,  they  faid, 
that  two  and  twenty  winds  might  abfolutely  hinder  a  fleet 
from  faihng  thorough!  it;  and  that  in  refpeft  to  the  latter, 
it  was  too  Cwllow  for  large  (hips  to  pafs.  M.  de  IFtt^  who 
was  no  feaman,  enquired  into  the  reafon  why  fo  many 
winds  ihould  keep  them  in,  and  the  next  morning  ile- 
,,  .  jnonllratcd 
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monftrated  to  the  pilots  upon  their  own  principles,  that 
winds  blowing,  but  from  four  of  thefe  points,  could  pro- 
duce this  eflfcdt ;  which  experience  has  fince  juftified.  Yet 
the  wind  being  at  that  time  in  one  of  thefe  four  points,  di 
Wit  went  the  fame  day  and  examined  the  Spanijh  paflage 
with  a  lead,  and  having  done  this,  he  and  Mr.  Van  Haa- 
ren^  who  accompanied  him,  undertook  with  the  next  tide, 
to  carry  out  the  two  largeft  (hips  in  the  fleet,  which  they 
performed  very  fafely,  and  the  reft  followed  the  next  day  ; 
and  ever  fince  this  has  been  called  de  With  Pajfage  \ 

Th  e  point  he  had  principally  in  view  was,  to  bring 
off  the  EaJi'India  fleet  from  Berghen,  which  was  a  very 
difiicult  thing,  confidering  the  Englijh  fleet  was  then  at 
iea.  He  found  means,  however,  to  pafs  by  them,  and 
arrived  fafely  before  Bergben,  whet  e  the  Dutch  had  found 
a  new  enemy  in  their  old  defender.  The  Danijb  gover- 
uor  modeftly  deflred  a  hundred  tboufand  crowns  for  the 
gififtancc  he  had  given  them  in  the  late  afl!air,  and  threat- 
Ded  to  fink  them  If  they  offered  to  flir  out  of  the  port  be- 
fore they  had  complied  with  his  demand.  The  arrival  of 
the  fleet  made  him  change  his  language :  he  was  content 
they  fliould  fail  then  without  paying  the  money ;  but  he 
kept  the  cannon  they  had  put  afliore  '',  Thus  far  de  Wit 
was  fuccefsful ;  but  in  his  return  home,  the  fleet  was  fcat- 
tered  by  a  ftorm,  which  funk  two  fire-fliips,  and  fome  of 
the  merchant-men.  The  vice-admiral,  and  rear-admiral 
of  the  EaJi'Jndia  fleet,  fliips  of  very  great  value,  with 
four  men  of  war,  were  taken  by  five  Engli/h  frigates. 

Vol,.  .II,  S  which 
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which  the  fame  ftorm  had  feperated  from  our  fleet ;  and 
foon  after,  four  men  of  war,  two  ftre-fliips,  and  thirty 
merchant-men,  joined  our  fleet  inftcad  of  their  own,  and 
fo  were  all  taken  j  which  ended  the  operations  of  this 
year*.  '     ■'■i-'' 

The  Fr^z/f/^  perceiving  that  the  fcales  were  no  longer 
even,  but  that  the  Dutch  would  certainly  be  deftroyed  if 
left  to  themfel'/es ,  or,  which  they  more  apprehended, 
would  be  forced  to  make  fuch  a  peace  as  we  fhonld  pre- 
fcribe,  refolved  to  declare  in  their  favour.  It  may  not  be 
amifs,  in  order  to  (hew  what  fort  of  an  enemy  this  court 
has  always  been,  to  obferve,  that  immediately  upon  thij 
declaration,  (he  began  to  cabal  with  our  republicans,  and 
adlually  endeavoured  to  draw  general  Ludlow  from  his  re* 
treat,  that  (he  might  fend  him  over  to  head  their  friends, 
as  they  now  called  them,  on  this  fide  the  water.  By  the 
perfuafion  of  France,  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  the  ele- 
ctor of  Brandenburgh,  declared  alfo  for  the  Dutch  j  but 
the  former  was  welh  paid  for  it,  fince  the  ftates  forgave 
him'  a  debt  of  fix  millions  of  guilders,  and  undertook  to 
pay  him  an  annual  fubfidy  of  one  million  and  a  half  more 
fo  long  as  the  war  Ihould  laft  y.  It  quickly  appeared, 
that  France,  by  taking  this  meafure,  meant  to  make  her- 
felf  at  once  a  maritime  power ;  for  having  promifed  to  af- 
lift  the  Dutch  with  a  fleet  of  fix  and  thirty  men  of  war, 
they  were  thus  made  up.  Twelve  were  built  by  Dutch 
carpenters,  in  the  Dtrtch  docks ;  twelve  more  were  made 
out  of  large  India  men,,  bought  in  the  fam[e  country,  and 
the  other  twelve  were  either  built  or  bought  in  the  ports 

of 
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of  Denmark.  When  all  this  was  done,  the  French  were 
for  fetting  on  foot  a  negotiation ;  but  king  Charles  being 
then  in  the  true  intereft  of  his  fubjefts,  was  very  deaf  oii 
that  ear.  He  faid,  the  Dutch  had  injured  England  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions  i  and  if  they  thought  fit  to  pay 
fo  much  money,  he  was  Willing  to  grant  thferti  a  peace 
without  any  mediation  at  all.  Nay;  thfc  king  tarried  it 
Aill  farther  j  for  in  cafe  he  made  a  peace  with  the  Dutch^ 
he  declared  their  allies  (hould  be  left  out  of  it ;  which, 
confidering  the  ftrfengih  of  the  confederacy,  and  that  the 
plague  then  riged  in  England,  feems  to  prove,  that  this 
prince  did  not  want  fpirit  enough,  when  his  good  fenfe 
fold  him  he  was  engaged  in  a  right  caufe  j  for  at  that  time, 
we  had  no  ally,  but  the  bifliop  of  Munjier^  who,  though 
he  gave  the  Dutch  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  yet  did  it  entire- 
ly at  our  expehce  *. 

The  next  year  opened  with  a  new  fcene;  the  king  re- 
called lord  Holies  from  the  French  court,  and  fent  the  earl 
of  Sandwich  to  Spaing  as  his  arobafladof :  two  of  the  wifcll 
fteps  in  his  whole  reign ;  fof,  by  the  firft,  he  broke  entirely 
with  that  perfidious  court,  and  in  confequence  of  the  fe- 
cond,  he  concltided  the  riloft  beneficial  treaty  of  com- 
merce, that  was  ever  made  for  this  nation  «.  As  to  naval 
affairs,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  fleet  fliould  be  tommand- 
ed  by  prince  Rupert,  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle ;  the  former 
to  look  after  the  French,  who  began  now  to  talk  very  highj 
and  the  latter  to  adt  againft  the  Dutch  ^. 

B  E  F  o  R  E  we  fpeak  of  the  confequences  of  thefe  great 
undertakings^  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  of  an  ac- 
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cident  which  happened  at  Ltjlorty  becaufc  it  (hews  the  fpi- 
rit  of  that  age.  There  were  in  that  port,  a  confiderable 
number  of  Englijl)  merchant-men,  which  were  to  come 
home  under  the  convoy  of  The  Guinea-  frigate.  A  large 
French  man  of  war  was  alfo  there,  and  the  captain  daily 
boafteu  to  the  Portuguefe^  what  he  would  do  when  the  En- 
gUJh  frigate  put  to  fea.  This  coming  to  the  ears  of  cap- 
tain Coitey  who  commanded  her,  he  fent  the  Frenchman 
word,  he  would  fail  the  next  morning,  which  he  perform- 
ed aco  '^dingl'-  buj  having  hovered  on  the  coafts  three 
days,  ir  -xn;^  4tion  of  being  chafed,  he  returned  into  port, 
carried  ol  ':'fi  fj^t  of  merchant-men,  and  brought  them 
fafe  into  the  river  mes^  the  Frenchman  continuing  quiet 
in  the  harbour  of  Lijbon  '. 

Prince  FMperty  and  the  duke  of  Albemark^  went  on 
board  the  fleet  on  the  23d  of  jlprily  1666,  and  failed  in 
the  beginnin'5  of  May,  Towards  the  latter  end  of  that 
month,  the  court  was  informed,  that  the  French  fleet,  un- 
der the  command  of  the  duke  of  Beaufort^  were  coming 
out  to  the  affiftar  ce  of  the  Dutch.  This  rumour,  of  their 
joining  the  Dutch,  was  fpread  by  France,  in  order  to  deceive 
us,  and  diflrefs  the  Dutch,  themfelves  in  reality  having  no 
fuch  intention.  Upon  the  receiving  this  news,  the  court 
fent  orders  to  prince  Rupert  to  fail  with  the  white  fquadron 
to  look  out  and  fight  the  French;  which  command  that 
brave  prince  obeyed,  but  found  it,  what  many  wife  people 
before  thought  it,  a  meer  groundlefs  bravado,  intended  to 
raife  the  courage  of  their  new  allies,  and  thereby  bring  them 
into  the  greater  danger  \  .  ,^ 
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At  the  fame  time,  prince  Rupert  failed  from  the  Dffwns^ 
the  Dutch  put  out  to  fea,  the  wind  at  norih-eaft,  and  a 
frcfli  gale.  This  brought  the  Dutch  fleet  on  the  coafts  of 
Dunkirk^  and  carried  hi?  highnefs  towards  the  IJk  of  Wight  \ 
but  the  wind  fuddenly  ibifting  to  the  fouth- weft,  and  blowing 
hard,  brought  both  the  Dutth  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
to  an  anchor.  Captain  Bacon  in  the  Bri/lol,  iirft  difco- 
vered  the  enemy,  and  by  firing  his  guns,  gave  notice  of  it 
to  the  Englijb  fleet.  Upon  this,  a  council  of  war  was 
called,  wherein  it  was  refolved  to  fight  the  enemy,  not- 
witbftanding  their  great  fuperiprity  ^ 
A  A  F  T  E  R  the  departure  of  prince  Rupert^  the  duke  of 
Jlbemark  had  with  him  only  the  red  and  blue  fqu^drons, 
making  about  fixty  fail:  whereas  the  Dutch  fleet  coi.  ile  )f 
ninety-one  men  of  war,  carrying  four-lhoufand  fe  3n-i  * 
dred  and  flxteen  gun?,  and  twenty-two  thoufam'  ou,  -hun- 
dred and  fixty- two  men.  It  was  the  firft  of  Jus  when 
they  were  difcerned,  and  the  duke  was  fo  war'  fo-  enga- 
ging, that  he  attacked  the  enemy  before  they  had  time  to 
weigh  anchor  •  and,  as  de  Ruyter  himfclf  fays  in  his  letter, 
they  wer'"  woJiged  to  cut  their  cables;  and  in  the  fame  letr 
ter  He  owns,  that,  to  the  lalt,  the  Engli/b  were  the  ag^ref- 
fors,  notwithftanding  their  inferiority  and  other  difadvanta- 
ges.  The  Engl{/h  fleet  had  the  weather-gage,  but  the 
wind  bowed  their  Ihips  fo  much,  that  they  could  not  ufe 
their  lowefl:  tire.  Sir  William  Berkley's  fquadron  led  the 
van.  The  duke  of  Memark^  when  he  came  on  the  coaft  of 
Dunkirk^  to  avoid  running  on  a  fand,  made  a  fudden  tack, 
and  this  brought  his  top-maft  by  the  board,  which  compel- 
led him  to  lie  bye  four  or  five  hours,  till  another  could  be 
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fet  up.     The  blue  fquadron  knowing  nothing  of  this,  fail- 
ed on,  fighting  through  the  Dutch  fleet,  though  they  were 
five  to  one  '.     In  this  engagement,  fell  the  brave  Sir  ff^l- 
liam  Berkley,  and  his  (hip.  The  Swiftfure,  a  fecond  rate, 
was  taken  j  fo  was  The  Effex,  a  third  rate ;  and  Sir  John 
Harmon,  in  The  Henry,  had  the  whole  Zealand  fquadron 
to  deal  with.     His  (hip  being  difabled,  the  Dutch  admiral 
Evertz,  called  to  Sir  John,  and  offered  him  quarter,  who 
anfwered,  no.  Sir  /  //  is  not  come  to  that  yet ;  and  immedi- 
ately difcharged  a  broad-fide,  by  which  Evertz  was  killed, 
and  feveral  of  his  (hips  damaged ;  which  fo  difcouraged 
their  captains,  that  they  quitted  The  Henry,  and  fent  three 
fire-Qiips  to  burn  her.    The  firft  grappled  on  her  ftar-board 
quarters,  and  there  began  to  raife  (o  thick  a  fmoke,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  perceive  where  the  irons  were  fixed.     At 
laft,  when  the  (hip  began  to  blaze,  the  boatfwain  of  Thti 
Henry  threw  himfelf  on  board  it,  and  by  its  own  light, 
difcovered  and  removed   the  grappling-irons,  and  in  the 
fame  inftant  jumped  on  board  his  own  (hip.    He  had  fcarcQ 
done  this,  before  another  fire-(hip  was  fixed  on  the  lar- 
board, this  did  its  bufinefs  fo  effeftually,  that  the  fails  were 
quickly  on  fire ;  which  frighted  the  chaplain  and  fifty  men 
over  board.     Upon  this.  Sir  John  drew  his  fword,  and 
thrcatned  to  kill  any  man  who  (hould  attempt  to  provide 
for  his  own  fafety,   by  leaving  the  (hip.     This  obliged 
them  to  endeavour  to  put  out  the  fire,  which  in  a  (hort 
time  they  did ;  but  the  cordage  being  burnt,  the  crofs-beam 
fell  and  broke  Sir  John*s  leg,  at  which  indant,  the  third 
fire-(hip  bore  down  j  but  four  pieces  of  cannon  laden  with 
.  *  '  •  '-  chain- 
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chain-fliot  difabled  her:  fo  that,  after  all.  Sir  Jchn  brought 
his  (hip  into  Harwich^  where  he  repaired  her  as  well  as  he 
could,  and,  notwithftanding  his  broken  leg,  put  to  fea  a- 
gain  to  feek  the  Dutch.  The  battle  ended  on  the  firft  day 
about  ten  in  the  evening  «. 

The  following  night  was  fpent  in  repairing  the  damage 
fuffered  on  both  fides,  and  next  morning  the  fight  was  re- 
newed by  the  Englijh  with  frefli  vigour.  Admiral  V-if, 
Tromp,  with  vice-aamiral  ^dnder  Huljl^  being  on  board 
one  fliip,  raflily  engaged  among  the  Englijh^  and  their  vef- 
fcl  was  in  the  uimoft  danger  of  being  either  taken  or  burntr 
The  Dutch  affairs,  according  to  their  own  account,  were 
now  in  a  defperate  condition :  but  admiral  de  Ruyter,  at 
laft  difengaged  them,  though  not  till  his  (hip  wns  difabled, 
and  vice-admiral  Vander  Hulji  killed.  This  only  changed 
th^  fcene  j  for  de  Ruyter  was  now  as  hard  pu(hed  as  Tromp 
had  been  before.  However,  a  remforcement  arriving,  prc- 
ferved  him  alfo ;  and  fu  the  fecond  day's  fight  ended  earli- 
er than  the  firft  \ 

The  third  day,  the  duke  of  Albemarle  found  it  nccefTa- 
ry  to  retreat ;  and  he  performed  it  with  wonderful  courage 
and  condudt.  He  firft  burnt  three  (hips  that  were  abfolute- 
ly  difabled:  he  next  caufed  fuch  as  were  very  much  t^  rn, 
to  fail  before,  and  with  twenty-eight  men  of  war,  that 
were  in  a  pretty  good  condition,  brought  up  the  rear '. 
Sir  John  Harman^  indeed,  fays  he  had  but  fixteen  (liips 
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that  were  able  to  fight  \  Yet,  in  the  evening,  his  grace, 
difcovering  the  white  fquadron  coming  to  his  afliftance,  re* 
folved  to  engage  the  enemy  again.  In  joining  prince  Ru' 
pertt  a  very  unlucky  accident  happened;  for  Sir  Georgt 
Ayfcut^  who  was  01.  board  the  Royal  Prina,  the  largeft 
and  heavieft  ihip  in  the  whole  fleet,  ran  upon  72v  Galh- 
per  i  and  being  there  in  danger  of  burning,  and  out  of  all 
hopes  of  relief,  was  forced  to  furrender :  and  night  then 
falling,  ended  this  day*s  engagement '.  *  .  mv/  .<'k.  1' 
On  the  4th  of  Jum^  the  Duuh^  who  were  Hill  confi- 
derably  ftronger  than  the  Engli/b^  were  almoft  out  of  light} 
but  the  duke  of  Jlbcmarle^  faairiDg  prevailed  on  the  prince 
to  follow  them,  about  eight  in  the  morning  they  engaged 
again,  and  the  EngUJh  fleet  charged  five  times  through  the 
Dutch  {  tilt  prince  Rupert*^  (hip  being  difabled,  and  that  of 
the  duke  of  Albemarle  very  roughly  handled,  about  feven 
in  the  evening  the  fleets  feparated,  each  fide  being  willing 
enough  to  retire.  In  this  day's  engagement,  fell  thfe  brave 
admiral  Minnesy  who  having  a  (hot  in  the  neck,  remained 
upon  deck,  and  gave  orders,  keeping  the  blood  from  flow- 
ing, with  his  fingers,  above  an  hour,  till  another  (hot  pier- 
ced his  throat,  and  put  an  end  to  his  pain  *".  This  was 
the  raoft  terrible  battle  fought  in  this,  or  perhaps  in  any  0- 
ther  war,  as  the  Dutch  admirals  themfelves  fay ;  and  the 
Penfioner  de  Wit^  who  was  no  Flatterer  of  our  nation,  yet 
too  nice  a  man  not  to  difcern,  and  of  too  great  a  fpirit  to 
conceal  the  truth,  faid  roundly  upon  this  occafion,  if  the 
Englifli  were  beaty  their  defeat  did  them  more  honour  than 
all  their  former  viilories  j  their  own  feet  could  never  have 
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betn  brw^ht  on  afttr  tht  firji  dafi  fight ^  and  he  believed^ 
mm  but  their i  ctuld-,  and  all  the  Dutch  had  difcovered^  was^ 
that  ErgliQimen  might  be  killed^  and  Englifh  Jhips  burnt  j 
but  that  the  Englifli  courage  was  inviniible  °.  Of  this  pa- 
negyric»  it  i<  hard  to  determine,  whether  it  does  more  ho- 
nour to  him,  or  to  the  Englijh  nation. 

After  all,  it  is  pretty  difficult  to  fay,  who  were  vic- 
tors upon  the  whole,  or  what  was  the  lofs  of  the  vanquiJi- 
ed.  Some  Dutch  writers  talic  of  thirty-five  (hips,  and  be- 
tween five  and  fix-thoufand  men  loft  by  the  Englijh  %  which 
is  more  than  half  their  fleet,  and  very  little  lefs  than  all 
their  feameo.  Their  bed  hiftorians,  however,  compute 
our  lofs  at  fixteen  men  of  war,  of  which  ten  were  funk, 
and  fix  taken.  Our  writers  fay,  the  Dutch  loft  fifteen 
men  of  war,  twenty-one  captains,  and  five-thoufand  men: 
thernfelves  own  the  lofs  of  nine  (hips,  and  that  there  was 
a  prodigious  Uaughter  of  ther  feamen  ".  The  duke  of  Jl- 
bemarhf  was  much  blamed  for  his  raflinefs,  and  great  con- 
tempt of  the  Dutch,  It  feems  he  was  of  the  fame  hu- 
mour with  Blake^  and  thought  that  fighting  ivas  always 
preferable  to  running  away,  in  a  nation  who  pretend  to  the 
dominion  of  the  fea ;  and  whoever  (hall  confider  the  repu- 
tation we  ihall  retain  from  the  glorious  fpirits  of  thefe  men, 
will  fcarce  think  it  reafonable  to  hazard  his  own  character  by 
attacking  theirs.  It  is  enough  that  wc  live  in  cooler  times, 
when  men  may  be  heroes  upon  more  moderate  terms :  let 
us,  therefore,  content  ourfelves  with  juftifying  our  own 
condudr,  without  cenfuring  that  of  others,  while,  in  the 
fame  breath,  we  conieis,  that  it  is  no  eafy  thing  to  imi- 
tate it. 

The 
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The  Dutch  had  the  credit  of  appearing  at  fea  again  be* 
fore  the  Englifhy  their  (hips  having  in  thefc  engagements 
fufFeied  lefs.  They  affcdted  then  to  brave  us  on  our  owii- 
coafts,  and  next,  to  go  in  fearch  of  their  French  allies, 
who  never  meant  to  afford  them  any  real  affiftance.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  Engli/h  appeared.  The  fleet  con-- 
fifted  of  eighty  men  of  war,  great  and  fmal!,  and  nine- 
teen fire-fliips,  divided  into  three  fquadrons ;  the  Rid  un- 
der prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albermarle^  who  were 
on  board  the  fame  (hip.  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan  vice,  and  Sir 
Robert  Holmes  rear-admiral.  Sir  Thomas  Men  was  admi- 
ral of  the  I0>ite,  and  had  under  him  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman^ 
and  rear-admiral  Utburt.  Sir  Jeremiah  Smith  carried  the 
Blue  flag,  and  his  oflicers  were  Sir  Edward  Spragge  and 
rear-admirai  Xempthorne.  The  Dutchy  according  to  their 
own  iccounts,  had  eighty-eight  men  of  war,  and  twenty 
flre-(hips,  divided  alfo  into  three  fquadrons,  under  de  Ruy- 
ter,  Evertz  (brother  to  the  admiral  who  was  killrd  in  the 
former  engagement)  and  Tromp  p. 

On  the  twenty- fifth  of  July^  about  noon,  the  Englijh 
came  up  with  the  enemy  off  the  north-foreland.  Sir  Tho* 
mas  Allen  with  the  white  fqutidron  began  the  battle,  by  at- 
tacking Evertz.  Prince  Rupert  and  the  duke,  about  one 
in  the  afternoon,  made  a  defpcrate  attack  upon  de  Ruyter, 
and  after  fighting  about  three  hours,  were  obliged  to  go 
on  board  another  fhip.  In  this  fpace  the  zuhite  fquadron 
had  entirely  defeated  their  enemies,  admiral  Evertz,  his 
vice-admiral  de  Fries ^  and  his  rear-admiral  Koenders,  be,  Jg 
all  killed,  the  vice-admiral  of  Zeland  taken,  and  another 
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fhip  of  fifty  guns  burnt.  The  prince  and  duke  fought  </« 
Jluyter  (hip  10  (hip,  difabled  the  Guelderknd  of  fixty-fix 
guns,  which  was  one  of  his  feconds,  killed  the  captain 
of  another,  and  mortally  wounded  two  more,  upon  which 
the  Dutch  fquadron  began  to  fly  •».  However,  vice-admiral 
Van  Nes  ftuod  bravely  by  de  Ruyter,  and  received  great 
damage :  yet  being  at  laft  deferred  by  all  but  feven  (hips, 
they  yielded  to  neceflity,  and  followed  the  reft  of  their 
fleet  as  faft  as  they  could.  De  Ruyter's  (hip  was  fo  mife- 
rably  torn,  and  his  crew  fo  dilpirited  and  fatigued,  that  he 
could  have  made  but  little  refiftance,  and  nothing  but  the 
want  of  wind  hindered  the  Englijh  from  boarding  him. 
As  for  admiral  Van  Trompy  he  was  engaged  with  fir  Jere- 
miab  Smith  at  a  diiUncc,  and  fo  could  not  adift  his  friends. 
As  his  was  the  ftrongell  fquadron  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  and 
Smith's  the  weakeft  of  the  Englijh^  we  had  no  great  ad- 
vantage on  that  fide  j  yet  feme  we  had,  his  vice-admiral's 
(hip  being  difabled,  and  his  re.'r-admiral  killed  ;  which, 
however,  did  nut  hinder  his  figh:ing  it  out  with  much 
bravery,  as  long  as  there  was  light '. 

Admiral  de  Ruyter  continued  his  retreat  that  night, 
and  the  next  day  prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
purfued  him  with  part  of  the  red  fquadron,  .is  faft  as  the 
wind  would  permit.  A  fire-lhip  bore  down  upon  the 
Dutch  admiral,  and  mifled  very  little  of  fetting  him  on 
Are.  They  then  cannonaded  again,  when  de  Ruyter 
found  himfelf  fo  hard  preffed,  and  his  fleet  in  fuch  v\mi- 
nent  danger,  that  in  a  fit  of  defpair  he  cryed  out.  My  gcd^ 
}vhat  a  wretch  am  I !  amongjl  fo  many  thoufand  bullets^  is 
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not  there  one  to  put  mi  out  tf  my  pain  f  By  degrees,  how- 
ever, he  drew  near  their  own  (hallow  coaft,  where  the 
Englijh  could  not  follow  him.  Upon  this  occafion,  prince 
Rupert  infulted  the  Dutth  admiral,  by  fending  a  little  (hal- 
lop  called  the  Fan/an^  with  two  fmall  guns,  on  boards 
which  being  rowed  near  de  Rayter'a  veilei,  fired  upon 
him  for  two  hours  together ;  but  at  laft  a  ball  from  the 
Dutch  admiral  fo  damaged  his  contemptible  enemy,  that 
the  crew  were  forced  to  row,  and  that  krilkly,  to  fave 
their  lives.  The  enemy  being  driven  over  the  flats  into 
the  wylings,  the  Engli/b  went  to  lie  at  Schonevelt,  the 
ufual  rendezvous  of  the  Dutch  fleets '.  '  '•> 

This  was  the  cleareft  vidtdry  gained  in  the  whole  war: 
the  Dutch  were  miferably  beaten,  and  their  two  great  ad- 
mirals de  Ruyter  and  Tromp,  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
lay  the  blame  on  each  other,  which  they  did  with  all 
the  aggravating  circum (lances  they  could  devife.  In  this 
battle  the  Dutch  loll  twenty  (hips ;  four  admirals  killed, 
and  a  great  many  captains :  as  to  private  men,  there  might 
be  about  four  thoufand  flain,  and  three  thoufand  wound- 
ed. The  Englijh  had  only  the  Refolution  bi\rnt,  three  cap- 
tains killed,  and  about  three  hundred  private  men.  Upon 
this  occadon  it  appeared,  of  how  little  fervice  it  is  to 
fpread  ftlfe  rumours  amongft  the  populace.  The  Dutch 
people  had  been  aflurcd,  that  the  laft  battle  had  entirely 
ruined  the  naval  flrength  of  England^  and  that  their  fleet 
when  it  failed  out,  was  gone  to  deftrcy  the  coafting  trade, 
and  to  infult  the  fea-ports  of  our  ifland.  When  there- 
tore  in  the  fpace  of  lix  weeks  they  faw  the  reverfe  of 
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this,  their  own  countrymen  flying,  the  Englijh  navy  fta- 
tioned  on  their  fliore,  and  their  whole  commerce  at  a 
Hand,  their  fury  is  not  to  be  exprcfled.  They  reproach- 
ed their  governors,  not  only  with  want  of  courage  and 
fortune,  but  alfo  v.'lth  being  deficient  in  point  of  probity, 
and  with  endeavouring  to  impofe  on  a  nation  they  could 
not  protedl.  Their  rage,  great  as  it  was,  received  no 
fmall  increafe  from  a  new  misfortune,  heavier  in  itfelf, 
and  more  (hameful  in  its  nature,  than  any  they  had  yet 
fuftained  j  yet  whether  fo  honourable  to  the  Engli/b  as 
fome  have  reprefented  it,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  deter- 
mine, but  leave  it  to  the  deciHon  of  the  reader,  when  he 
Ihall  have  read  the  belt  account  of  the  matter  I  am  able 
to  give ». 

On  the  twenty- ninth  of  July,  the  Englijh  fleet  weigh- 
ed anchor,  and  fteered  their  courfe  for  the  Vlie  ;  but  the 
wind  being  contrary,  they  did  not  make  the  ifland  till  the 
feventh  of  jfuguj}.  Being  then  come  to  anchor,  prince 
Rupert  and  the  duke  of  AlhimarU  received  intelligence, 
that,  notwithftanding  there  were  very  rich  ftorehcufes  or 
the  iflands,  and  a  large  fleet  of  merchant-m«n  lyinp'  1;  .- 
tween  them,  yet  Vlie  and  Schtlling  were  very  inH'    i^ent- 


% 


•J\h 
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*■  The  Dutch  minifters,  who  in  thofe  times  preached  as  if  they 
had  the  rolis  of  delhny  lying  open  before  them,  affirmed  the 
fire  of  London,  which  happened  tne  September  following,  to  be 
a  judgment  from  heaven  for  this  aflion  Some  of  our  own  wri- 
ters are  very  angry  with  it,  and  with  fir  Robert  Holmes  for  per- 
forming it  but  this  IS  quite  abfurd,  fince  he  a^ed  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  of  a  council  of  war,  and  is,  therefore,  commen- 
dable in  this  refpeft,  wbatcvtr  may  be  thought  of  hi?  orders,  or 
his  conduft  in  otUfrr  things.  See  Kennet,  Code's  Deteftion,  Old- 
nixon't  hiiigry  of  ths  Stuarts,  Ech&rd^  fiurchct,  Kapin. 
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ly  guarded ;  upon  which  it  was  rcfolved  to  attack  theixi 
forthwith  ». 

Upon  this,  a  council  of  flag-officers  were  called,  in 
order  to  make  the  necefi'ary  difpofitions  for  this  great  at- 
tempt. There  it  was  refolved,  that  three  hundred  men 
ihould  be  drawn  out  of  each  fquadron,  two  thirds  land, 
and  one  third  feamen,  under  nine  captains ;  and  the  whole 
to  be  executed  under  the  dire^ion  of  fir  Rabert  Holmes^ 
rear-admiral  of  the  rtd^  with  whom  ^<rent  fir  tViUiam 
'Jtnningi^  who,  in  cafe  it  was  found  expedient  to  attack 
both  ifliuids  at  once,  was  to  command  one  divifion* 
The  (hips  appointed  for  this  enterprize  were  live  fourth^ 
three  fifth  rates,  five  fire-fhips,  and  feven  ketches,  ^^^  fir 
Robert  Holmes  tells  us  in  his  relation  of  the  affai-  *. 

On  the  eighth  of  ^uly^  about  feven  in  the  morning, 
this  fquadron  weighed,  divided  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet, 
and  came  to  anchor  about  a  league  from  the  Buoys^  where 
they  met  the  prince's  pleafure-boat  called  the  Fanfan^  who 
had  difcovered  in  the  harbour  a  confiderable  ileet  of  Chips 
near  the  Vlie^  which  proved  to  be  one  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  merchant-fliips,  the  leaft  of  which  was  not  le/s  than 
two  hundred  tons  burthen,  with  two  men  of  war,  which 
had  lately  convoyed  near  a  hundred  of  the  aforefaid  Ihips 
from  the  north'-^ard,  hcriiCH  rd  bound,  fome  from  the 
StreightSy  fome  from  Guineoy  fome  from  Rif/Jia^   fome 

'      from 


"  The  Ulie  is  an  ifland  from  which  tlie  Dutch  fleets  ufually 
fail  to  the  Baltick,  it  has  the  Texel  on  the  fouth,  and  Schellingon 
the  north.  *  1  take  this  from  the  account  by  authority,  enti- 
tled, J  true  and  ptrftt}  narrative  of  the  great  juccefi  of  a  part  of 
his  majtfiy' t fitet  iy  their  burning  one  hundred  and  fixty  Dutch  Jhifi 
'Within  the  Ulit-     Of  this  there  is  an  extract  in  Reilnet. 
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-from  the  eaft  countries:    the  reft  were  outward-bound 
(hips,  all  of  which  likewife  were  very  richly  laden  \ 

Sir  Robert  Holmes  confidcring,  that  if  he  fliould  pro- 
ceed, as  his  defign  was,  firft  to  attempt  a  defcent  on  the 
land,  that  numerous  fleet  might  poflibly  pour  in  fuch  num- 
bers of  men,  as  might  render  the  fuccefs  hazardous,  re- 
folved  to  begin  with  the  fliips ;  and  accordingly,  having 
ordered  the  Jdviee  and  the  Hampjhirs,  to  lie  without  the 
BuoySt  he  weighed  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet ;  and  the 
wind  being  contrary,  he  turned  with  much  ado  into  Schel- 
ling  road,  where  the  Tyger  came  to  anchor,  and  imme- 
diately fir  Robert  went  on  board  the  Fanfatiy  and  hoifted 
bis  flag;  upon  which  the  oflicers  came  on  board  him  ;  and 
there  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Pembroke^  which  drew  the 
leaft  water,  with  the  five  fire-fliips,  (hould  fall  in  amongfl: 
the  enemy's  fleet  with  what  fpeed  they  could.  Capiaiti 
Browne  with  his  fire-fliip  chofe  very  bravely  to  lay  the 
biggeft  man  of  war  on  board,  and  burnt  him  downright. 
Another  fire-fhip  running  up  at  the  fame  lime  to  the  other 
man  of  war,  he,  backing  his  fails,  efcaped  the  prefent 
execution  of  the  fire-(hip ;  but  fo  as  to  run  himfelf  by  it 
on  ground,  where  he  was  prelently  taken  by  fomc  of  the 
long-boats,  and  fired.  The  other  three  fire-fhips  clipped 
the  three  great  merchant- men  on  board,  which  carried 
flags  in  their  main- tops,  and  burnt  them.  This  put  their 
fleet  into  great  confufion,  which  fir  Robert  Holmes  per- 
ceiving, made  a  fignal  for  all  the  oflicers  to  come  <  board 
agam ;  and  prefently  gave  orders,  that  Tir  JPiUiam  Jen- 
ningSy  with  all  the  boats  that  could  be  fpared,  Ihould  take 

the 


*  If  the  reader  confiders  the  number,  the  burthen,  and  the 
trade  in  which  thcfe  (hips  were  employed,  he  will  eaf.ly  dif.ern 
the  credit  due  to  the  fubfequcnt  accoCint  of  damages. 
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Che  advantage,  aod  fall  in,  fink,  burn  and  deftroy  all  they 
could  J  but  with  a  UnQt  comn^dnd,  that  they  fliould  not 
plunder.  The  execution  was  fo  well  followed,  each  cap- 
tain deftroying  his  (hare,  fome  |welve,  fome  fifteen  mer- 
chant-men, that  of  the  whole  fleet,  there  elcaped  not 
above  eight  or  nine  ihips,  one  of  which  was  a  Guima 
man  of  twenty-four  guns,  and  three  fmall  privateers,  thefe 
ihips  being  driven  up  into  a  narrower  corner  of  the 
ftream,  ferved  to  proted  four  or  five  merchant-men  that 
were  a-head  of  them,  where  it  was  not  pofllble  for  our 
boats  to  come  at  them}  though  even  thefe  few  were 
much  damaged  ^. 

1'he  next  day,  being  the  loth  of  Jugufi,   it  waj 
found  expedient  to  land  on  the  ifland  of  Sfhellitig,  than 
that  upon  W/V,  which  was  performed  by  fir  Robtrt  Holmesy 
with  eleven  companies  in  his  long-boats,  and  he  landed 
with  little  or  no  oppofition.    When  he  came  on  (bore, 
he  left  one  company  to  fecure  his  boat,  and  with  the 
other  ten,  m'*.rched  three  miles  up  into  the  country,  to 
the  capital  town  called  Brandaris,  in  which  there  were 
upv.'urds  of  a  thoufand   6ne  houfes ;  where  keeping  five 
companies  upon   the  ikirts  of  the  town,  to  prevent  any 
iurprize  of  ihe  efiemy,  he  fent  the  other  five  to  fee  lire  to 
the  pbce:  but  finding  them  fomewhat  flow  to  execute 
that  order,  and  fearing  they  might  be  tempted  to  forget 
themfelves  in  the  pillage,  he  was  himfelf  forced  to  fet  fire 
to  fume  houfes  to  the  windward,  the  fooner  to  difpatch 
the  work,  and  haden  his  men  away,  which  burnt  with 
luc!'  t'olence,  that  in  half  an  hour's  time,  moft  part  of 
iiic  town  was  in  a  bright  flame.    This  place  was  reported 

the 


y  This  account  agrees  very  well  with  what  is  iaid  on  the  faut 
fubjtcl  by  ihK  Duch  vvriiers. 
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by  thofe  that  were  found  in  it,  to  have  been  very  rich, 
and  fo  It  appeared  by  fome  of  the  foldiers  pockets;  but 
very  few  people  were  to  be  feen  there,  having  had  time 
to  efcapc  from  the  danger,  except  fome  o!d  men  and  wo- 
men, who  were  ufed  by  the  EngUflf  after  they  fell  into 
their  hands,  with  all  poflibie  gentlenefs  and  humanity  *. 

This  blow  greatly  affe(5led  the  Dutch,  who,  accord- 
ing .  to  their  own  accounts,  fuffered  the  lofs  of  near  fix 
millions  of  guilders}  and  if  we  take  the  {hips  into  this 
computation,  they  confefs  that  they  were  lofers  to  the  a- 
mount  of  eleven  millions,  or,  one  million,  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling.  We  need  not  wonder  that  this 
wounded  deep,  and  engaged  the  States  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
diligence  in  fitting  out  a  new  fleet  *. 

As  foon  as  it  was  ready,  the  command  was  beftowed 
on  de  Ruyter,  tromp  being  at  that  time  out  of  commif- 
/jon.  This  navy  confifted  of  feventy-nine  men  cf  war 
and  frigates,  and  twenty-feven  fire-(hips  •*.  The  firft 
defign  they  had,  was  to  join  the  French  fquadron,  which 
Louh  XIV.  had  promifed  to  fit  out  for  their  affiftance  j  in 
this  they  were  difappointed,  and  after  a  dangerous  navi- 
gation, in  which  they  were  more  than  once  chafed  by  a 
fuperior  Englijh  fleet,  they  were  glad  to  return,  though 
fired  with  indignation  at  fuch  ufage,  which,  it  is  faid, 
wrought  fo  powerfully  on  the  mind  of  de  Ruyter,  as  to 
throw  him  into  a  fit  of  ficknefs  «=.         '      .    , 

Vol.  II.  T       *  ''    "         When 


*  This  burning  of  the  town  o^  Bandaris^  is  fomewhat  leflened  in 
the  detail  given  by  M.  de  Neuville  in  his  hiiloire  de  Holknde, 
torn.  iii.  p.  287.  *  Some  writers  make  the  lofs  fuftaihed  by  the 
Dutch  ftill  more,  viz.  12,000,000  guilders,  or,  1,200,000!.  fter- 
ling, Ledjard's  Naval  Hillory.p  387.  Rapin  diminifhes  the  lofs  and 
the  number  of  (hips.  *»  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies.vol. 
i.  p.785.  Le  Cierc,  de  Neuville,  Kennet,  Columna  Roftrata.  •=  The 
Dutch  writers  differ  much  from  the  Englilh,  in  refpea  to  thefe  par- 
ticulars ;  but  their  accounts  are  inconfirient  with  each  other.  Befides, 
i/  they  were  fuperior  at  fea,  how  came  they  not  to  join  ths  French  ? 
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When  the  French  thought  the  coaft  pretty  clear,  they 
ventured  out  with  their  fleet  j  but  fir  Thomas  Allen  attack- 
ing them  with  his  fquadron,  boarded  the  Ruby^  a  fine  (hip 
of  a  ihoufand  tons,  and  fifty-four  guns,  and  carrying  her 
in  a  fliort  time,  it  fo  difcouraged  the  French  miniftry,  that 
they  fcarce  ventured  their  navy  out  of  fight  ofiliown  (hore. 
Bur,  in  the  mean  time,  to  convince  the  Engltjh  that  they 
were  determined  enemies,  though  they  did  not  Hke  fight- 
ing, they  had  rccourie  to  a  ftratagem,  or,  to  call  the 
thing  by  its  proper  name,  they  fet  on  foot  a  dirty  confpi- 
racy  for  feizing  the  illand  of  Guernfey.  In  purfuit  of  this 
fine  fcheme,  they  fent  a  gentleman  who  was  governor  of 
the  principal  fortrefTes  upon  their  own  coafts,  to  negotiate 
with  major-general  Lambert,  an  old  republican,  who  was 
prifoner  in  the  ifland.  But  the  general,  it  feertis,  preferred 
any  government  to  a  French  one,  and  therefore,  having 
made  a  free  difcovery  of  thefe  politicians,  they  were  taken 
and  hanged  for  fpies  ^.  This,  methinks,  is  fufliciient  to 
Ihew  that  both  courts  were  in  tarneft  i  which,  however, 
is  a  fa£t  fome  people  then,  and  not  a  few  hiHorians  now, 
pretend  to  doubt. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  i666,  all  parties  began  to  grow 
weary  of  war,  which  was  certainly  direflly  oppofitc  to 
the  intereft  of  both  Britain  and  IlsUand,  and  may  there- 
fore be  juftly  referred  to  the  arts  of  France,  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  M.  de  IVit,  a  man  equally  fortunate  in  his  abilities, 
and  unhappy  in  the  application  of  rhem.  A  man  who 
underftood  the  interefts  of  his  country  thoroughly,  and  in 
his  own  nature  was  certainly  inclined  to  promote  them ; 


^  Philips's  continuation  of  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  554-  Kennet, 
Echard,  Burchet.  ,.  ., 
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but  having  been  engaged  from  his  birth  in  the  defigns  of 
a  faflion  bent  to  ruin  the  authority,  intereft,  and  credit 
of  the  houfe  of  Orange,  he  came  to  have  an  inveteracy 
•  ?:,ainft  the  Englijb  court,  which  grew  fo  much  the  more 
\  hement,  the  lefs  caufe  there  was  for  it.  He  had  plunged 
his  country  into  this  war  to  gratify  his  own  humour,  and 
to  pin  himfelf  e.fFc<5lually  on  France ;  and  now,  when  his 
countrymen  were  almoft  unanimoufly  defirbus  of  peace, 
which  motions  were  well  received,  and  readily  complied 
with  in  England,  he  contrived  in  his  own  mind  fuch  a 
method  of  making  war,  as  he  thought  would  effedlualljr 
raife  the  reputation  of  his  family,  and  at  the  fame  time 
cut  off  the  head  of  a  very  honeft  gentleman,  who,  at  the 
requert,  and  by  the  confent  of  the  ftates,  had  carried  on 
a  correfpondence  in  England  for  facilitating  a  peace  *. 

The  king  of  5«/tfi^«  having  offered  his  mediation,  it 
was  readily  accepted  on  both  fides.  On  the  one  hand, 
the  plague,  the  fire  of  London,  and  other  national  misfor- 
tunes, particularly  the  reftleffnefs  of  fadlions,  (a  mifchief 
from  which  we  are  feldom  free)  engaged  king  Charles  to 
be  fincere  in  his  defines  of  a  peace.  The  Dutch,  on  the 
other  hand,  needed  it  -,  they  were  drawn  into  the  war  to 
ferve  the  purpofes  of  their  miniftry,  and  many  arts  had 
been  pradifed  to  keep  them  in  it,  though  it  was  equally 
againft  their  intereft  and  inclinations.  Now,  therefore, 
when  ir^w^  found  pacific  meafures  expedient,  or  rather 
was  Convinced  that  carrying  the  war  on,  would  ferve 
only  to  raife  the  reputation  of  England,  and  to  oljfcurc 

T  2  ^         their 
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;,  p.  554-  Kc»n«'. 


*  The  matter  is  very  fairly  ftat^d  in  Bafnigc's  Annnls,  but  Mr, 
de  NeuviJlc  treats  M.  Bjut,  wlio  luffered,  on  this  otcafion  as  a 
downrioht  traitor ;  tliough  lie  owns  he  had  formerly  fervcJ  his 
country  with  tqual  integrity  and  courage. 

■■••     -         -J    • 
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their  own,  as  well  as  ruin  the  Dutch:  a  treaty  was  fet  on 

.foot  at  Breda f  not  only  at  the  dcfire  of  the  States ^  but  by 
their  exprefs  appointment  of  time  and  place,   in    which 

they  were  indulged  by  king  CharUs,  purely  to  (hew  the 
fincerity  of  his  refolutions.  Whilft  this  treaty  was  thus 
negotiating,  de  Wit  was  refolved  to  put  in  praftice  his 
bafe  projecSl  1  which,  though  executed  with  fuccefs,  and 
efteemed  glorious  for  a  moment,  yet,  in  the  end,  proved 
fatal  to  his  country,  and  more  fo  to  himfelf  and  his 
brother,  who  had  the  immediate  conduct  and  execution 
of  it  ^ 

.     When  the  pcnfionary  John  de  Wit  was  lad  on  board 

.  the  Dutch  fleet,  and,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Englijh  navy, 
had  cruifed  upon  our  coaft  j  he  took  an  opportunity  of 
fending  perfons  to  found  the  mouth  of  the  river  Thamei^ 
in  order  to  difcover,  how  far  it  might  be  pradlicable  to 
make  any  attempt  therein  with  large  (hips ;  and  having 
by  this  means  found,  with  what  facility  the  project  he 
had  formed,  might  be  executed,  he  refolved  to  proceed  in 
it,  notwithHanding  the  negotiations  for  peace  were  then 
far  advanced.  He  at  iirft  opened  himfelf  to  the  count 
d'EJirades^  the  French  ambafTador,  who  comnninicatcd 
the  defign  to  his  court,  where  it  met  with  the  utmoft  ap- 

.  probation,  and  where  meafures  were  taken  for  rendering 
it  effedual  in  its  execution  «.  To  this  end  it  was  nccef- 
fary  king  Charles  (hould  be  perfuaded,  that  there  was  no 
neceifity.  of  fitting  out   a  Reet  for  this  year^  fince   this 

i!   i  *   ..    :  '       would 
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f  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i   p.  804.    de  Ncu* 
ville,  Wicquefort,  Columna  Roftrata,  Kennet,  &c.  8  For 

thefc  particulars  we  are  indebted  to  the  letters  count  d'Eftradcs  the 
french  minifter,  to  the  States,  which  Sti^^N  very  dearly  ihewfcok 
courle  of  this  intrigue. 
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would  have  rendered  the  defign  of  the  Dutch  ftatefman, 
rot  only  difBcult  and  dangerous,  but  abfolutely  impradr-  ■ 
cable.     With  a  view  to  this,  the  queen  mother  (whofe 
^  advices  were  always  fatal  to  this  nation)  was  pcrfuaded  to 
write  her  fon  a  letccr,  wherein  fhe  informed  him,  that  his 
moft  chriftian  majelly,  and  the  States-General,  had  turn- 
ed their  thoughts  entirely   towards  peace;    and   that    it 
might  have  ill  efl^bdts,  if  his  raajedy,  by  fitting  out  a  great 
fleet,  fhould  alarm  them  on  their  coaOs,  as  in  the  pre-  ' 
ceeding  year.     This  advice  agreeing  with  the  king's  tcm-  ' 
per,  and  circumftances,  whofe  courtiers  plundered    him,  ' 
and  againft  whofe  meafures  a  party   was  formed,  many 
of  whom,  notwithftanding  their  profeflions  of  patriotifm, 
in  reality  meant  little  more  than  places  and  preferments, 
we  need  not  wonder  he  fell  fo  readily  into  it  j  for  cove- 
tous and  needy  princes,  are  alike  liable  to  the  grcateft  foi- 
ble in  governing ;  the  preferring  of  prefent  gain  to  any 
future  profpeifl  whatever.      Notwithftanding,    thcreforr, 
his  naval  magazines  were  never  better  proviiied,    king 
Charles  ordered  only  two  fraall  fquadrons  for  the  fummer 
fcrvice,  in  1667  ••.  *     "  •      '  "•  '  "         '  '  ^^-^       * 

Things  being  thus  in  a  readinefs,  the  laft  refolution 
was  taken  in  Holland,  for  the  immediate  execution  of  de 
Jf^tth  project  i  and  this  refolution  was  %ned  by  the  French 
minifler  as  well  as  by  the  deputies  of  the  dates.  His  moH- 
chriilian  majeily  had  promifed  that  a  fquadron  of  his  fhip?, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  fliould  afliil 
therein.  However,  that  the  ifTue  of  the  thing  might  irri- 
tate the  Englifii  againft  the  Dutch  only,  the  French  waved 
the  performance  of  their  promife  j  when  the  matter,  how- 

T  3,  ever, 
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ever,  was  fo  far  advanced  laat  the  Dutch  found  it  impof- 
fible  to  go  back.  Yet  the  Engl'ijh  minifters  were  treat- 
ing all  this  time  at  Breda,  where,  from  the  beginning, 
there  was  a  fair  appearance  for  concluding  a  peace  K 

The  pretence  made  ufe  of  hy  de  JVit,  for  fitting  out  a 
ileet  in  the  fpring,  was,  the  mifchicf  which  had  been  done 
to  their  navigation,  by  the  privateers  from  Scotland.  In 
order  to  check  thefe,  admiral  Van  Ghendt  was  fent  with  a 
confiderable  fleet  into  the  Frithy  with  orders  to  burn  the 
coafts,  and  recover  fuch  Ihips  as  were  in  thofe  ports.  He 
appeared  before  Lfith  on  the  ift  of  May^  and  might,  if 
}ie  had  thought  fit,  have  done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief ;  but 
he  contented  himfelf  with  cannonading  Burnt- IJland,  to 
very  little  purpofe.  When  the  Englijh  court  received  the 
news  of  this  proceeding,  it  confirmed  them  in  their  opi- 
nion, that  there  would  be  no  fighting  that  year,  and  that 
this  expedition,  was  purely  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, enough  difturbed  by  their  late  Icflcs.  But  df  Wit,  in 
the  mean  time,  had  haftily  manned  out  a  large  fleet,  un- 
der the  command  of  ^^  Ruytfr,  on  board  which  he  intend- 
ed to  have  gone  in  pcrfon ;  but  the  French  protefted  againft 
this  ftep,  and  therefore  he  was,  at  laft,  content  to  fend 
Cjornelius  de  Wtt,  his  brother.  Care  had  been  taken  to 
provide  fome  of  the  old  republican  officers,  to  command 
the  troops  which  were  to  make  a  delcent  j  and  thefe  alfo 

cafily 


^  In  this,  the  hiftorians  of  both  nations  agree.  One  would 
wonc'er  how,  after  duly  confidering  this  fait,  any  writer  ?an  afl|lTt 
(js  Dutch  hitlorians  do)  that  de  Wit's  expedition  was  neceflar/ 
to  the  making  cf  the  peace.  King  Charles  had  yielded  tq  a  trea- 
ty, .-it  the  requeft  of  the  Dutch  ;  he  had  leit  the  manner  of  nego- 
fiatirg  it  to  them ;  he  had  difarmed  his  viflorious  fleet.  VVftat 
fjgns,  bc7ond  thefe,  could  he  fliew  of  inclining  to  peace  ? 
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eafily  procured  pilots  to  condutl^  the  Dutch  into  our  rivers 
and  ports.  So  wild  a  thing  is  faction,  which,  though  al- 
ways covered  with  fair  pretences  of  love  for  the  public, 
will  yet  lead  fuch  as  are  deluded  thereby  to  the  mofl: 
flagitiouF  adlions,  and  fuch  as  vifibly  tend  to  deftroy  what 
by  their  own  principles  they  (hould  moft  vigoroufly  de- 
fend M 

The  fleet  being  ready,  failed  over  to  the  Englijh  coaft, 
where  it  was  joined  by  Van  Ghendt^  and  confifted  then  of 
feventy  men  of  war,  befides  fire-fliips.  On  the  7  th  of 
June,  a  fquadron  was  fent  into  the  river  thames,  to 
perform  what  they  had  been  fo  long  plotting.  On  the 
loth  they  attacked  Sheernefi,  whicu  was  at  that  time  unfi- 
nifiied,  and  in  no  ftatc  of  defence.  Here  they  found  fif- 
teen iron  guns,  and  a  coufiderable  quantity  of  naval  ftores. 
Though  the  court  had  fcarce  any  warning  of  this  attempt, 
yet  the  duke  of  Albemarle^  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  and  other 
grreat  officers,  had  made  all  imaginable  provifion  for  the 
defence  -of  the  river  Medway,  by  finking  fhips  in  the  paf- 
fege,  throwing  a  chain  a-crofs  it,  and  placing  three  large 
vefTels,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  Dutch  in  this  war, 
behind  the  chain.  The  Dutch  had  the  advantage  of  a 
ftrong  eafterly  wind,  which  encouraged  them  to  endeavour 
burning  our  ihips  at  Chatham^  in  fpite  of  thefe  precautions 
taken  to  preferve  them.  It  was  on  the  1 2th  of  June^  they 
executed  this  defign ;  which,  however,  had  mifcarrled,  if 
one  captain  Brakell,  who  was  a  prifoner  on  board  their 
fleet  for  fome  mifdemeanor,  had  not  offered  (to  wipe  out 
:  ^  T  4       —    -  ^  the 
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^  Philip's  chronicle,  Ludlow's  memoirs,  Kennrt,  Ecbard,  Co- 
lamna  rollrata,  Burchet,  Kapin. 
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the  memory  of  his  former  miftake,  to  undertake  breaking 
the  chain,  which  he  gallantly  performed  '. 

He  alfo  with  great  bravery  boarded  and  took  one  of  the 
E.ngUJh  frigates  which  guarded  the  paflage,  foon  after  The 
Matthias^  "the  Unity,  and  The  Charles  the  fifth,  being  the 
(hips  which,  as  before  obferved,  had  been  taken  by  the 
Dutihy  were  fet  on  fire.  The  next  day,  the  advantage  of 
wind  and  tide  continuing,  they  advanced  with  fix  men  of 
•war  and  five  fire-fliips,  as  high  as  Upnore-caiilQ,  but  were 
fo  warmly  received  by  major  Scot,  who  commanded  there- 
in, and  Sir  Edward  Spragge  from  the  oppofite  (hore,  gave 
them  fo  much  difturbance,  that  they  were  quickly  obliged 
to  return.  However,  as  they  came  back,  they  burnt  The 
Royal  Oak,  a  very  fine  Ihip,  and  in  her  captain  Douglafs^ 
whofe  behaviour  ought  to  perpetuate  his  memory.  He 
had  received  orders  to  defend  his  (hip,  which  he  did  with 
the  utmofl:  refolution;  but,  having  none  to  retire,  he  chofe 
to  burn  with  her,  rather  than  live  to  be  reproached  with 
having  deferted  his  command.  On  the  14th,  they  carried 
off  the  hull  of  The  Royal  Charles,  notwithftanding  all  the 
Englijh  could  do  to  prevent  it;  which  was  what  they  had 
principally  at  heart.  In  their  return,  two  Dutch  men  of 
war  ran  afliore  in  the  Medway,  and  were  burnt,  which, 
with  eight  fire-fhips  confumed  in  the  aflion,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  killed,  is  all  the  lofs  acknowledged  by 
the  Dutch  writers ;  though  it  is  not  improbable  that  they 
really  fuffered  much  more  *",     . -.     >■>.  ..;  -  » 


*  I  take  thefe  fadls  from  the  fevcral  accounts  in  their  hiftorians 
and  our  own  ;  but  particularly  from  the  relations  laid  before  the 
hcufe  cf  commons  of  this  whole  affair,  of  which  I  fhall  have  oc- 
cafioti  to  fpdk  hereafter.  °>  Bafnage  annales  des  provinoei 

unu-s,  v(> .  1.  p.  804     Le  Clerc,  de  Ncuville,  Philips,  Kennct, 
Eciiurd,  Burchet,;_ColDinna  roArata. 
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DE  Ruyttr,  highly  pleafcd  with  what  he  had  perform- 
ed, left  admiral  Fan  Nes  with  part  of  hi«<  fltct  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames^  and  failed  with  the  reft  to  Portfmouth^  in 
hopes  of  burning  the  (hips  there.     Failing  in  this  defign, 
he  failed  weftward  to  Torbay,  where  he  was  likewife  repul- 
fed.    Then  he  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames j  and 
with  twenty-five  fail  came  as  high  as  the  Hope,  where  our 
fquadron  lay,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward  Spragge. 
This  confided  of  eighteen  fail ;  yet,  the  admiral  not  being  . 
on  board  when  the  en?my  began  the  attack,  we  fuffered  at 
firft  from  their  fire-fhips ;  but  Sir  Edward  repairing  with 
great  diligence  to  his  command,  and  being  joined  by  Sir 
Jojepb  Jordan,  with  a  few  fmall  (hips,  quickly  forced  the 
Dutch  to  retire.    The  like  fuccefs  attended  their  attack  on 
Land-Guard  fort,  which  was  performed  by  fixteen  Hun- 
dred "len,  commanded  by  colonel  Doleman,  a  republican, 
under  the  fire  of  their  whole  fleet :  but  governor  Darrely 
an  old  cavalier,  beat  them  off  with  great  lofs.    On  the 
23,  Van  Nes  failed  again  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  Hope^   i 
Where  he  engaged  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  who  had  with  him 
five  frigates,  and  feventeen  fire-fliips.    This  proved  a  very    " 
(harp  adion,  at  leaft  between  the  fire-(hips,  of  which  the  «► 
Duitb  writers  themfelves  confefs  they  fpent  eleveri  to  our  ■: 
eight.    The  next  day  the  Englijh  attacked  the  Dutch  in  ;• 
iheir  turn,  and,  notwithftanding  their  fuperiority,  forced  '■■_ 
them  to  retire,  and  to  burn  the  only  fire-(hip  they  had  left, 
to  prevent  her  being  taken.    On  the  25th>  they  bore  out 
of  the  river,  with  all  the  fail  they  could  make,  followed  at 
a  diftance  by  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  and  his  remaining  fire- 
fliips.    On  the  26th,  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  they  were 
met  by  another  Englijh  fquadron  from  Harwich,  confiftin^ 
jof  five  men  of  war,  and  fourteen  fire-fhips.    They  bold- 

.     .     --     •  .   ■■  '      ;A       .■> 
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\y  attacked  the  Dutch^  and  grappled  the  vice-admiral  ol 
Zelandj  and  anuther  large  fliip ;  but  were  not  able  to  fire 
them,  though  they  frighted  a  hundred  of  their  men  into 
the  fea.  The  rear-admiral  of  Zeland  was  forced  on  (hore, 
and  fo  much  damaged  thereby,  as  to  be  obliged  to  return 
home ". 

The  Dutch  fleets,  notwilhftanding  thefe  difappoint- 
ments,  and  though  it  was  now  very  evident  that  no  im- 
preflion  could  be  made,  as  had  been  expcdlcd,  on  the 
EfigUJI}  coafts,  continued  ftill  hovering  about,  even  after 
they  were  informed  that  the  peace  was  figned  at  Breda ^ 
Our  writers  arc  pretty  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  this 
conduct ;  but  a  Dutch  hiftorian  has  told  us  very  plainly, 
that  Cornelius  de  pyit  ordered  our  ports  to  be  founded,  and 
took  pains  to  obferve  the  ftrength  of  our  maritime  forts, 
and  the  provifion  made  for  protecting  the  mouths  of  our 
rivers  i  which  (hewed  plainly,  though  this  was  the  firft, 
it  was  not  defigned  to  be  the  laft  vifit.  Thefe  were  cer- 
tainly very  provoking  circumftances,  and  he  added  to  them 
at  his  return  a  ftrange  adl  of  indignity  towards  the  king, 
and  the  Englijh  nation,  by  reprefenting  himfelf  in  triumph, 
and  them  at  his  feet  in  a  pompous  pidture,  which  he 
caufed  to  be  hung  up  in  a  public  edifice,  to  heighten  the 
infult  to  the  laft  degree.  But  before  we  fpeak  of  the 
peace,   and  of  what  followed  thereupon  in  Holland^  it 

.     ■    .'   .  -  .  ^        will 
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»  Bffides  the  authors  before-mentioned,  the  reader  may  confiiit 
Ludlow's  memoirs,  in  order  to  be  convinced,  that  the  Dutch, 
and  particularly  the  dc  Wits^,  had  our  deilrudlion  more  at  heart 
than  their  own  f^fety  ;  and,  that  this  Chatham  expedition  was. 
chiefly  contrived,  dircftcd  and  executed  by  our  own  fugitives. 
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will  be  requinte  10  give  fome  account  of  fuch  adlions  in 
the  war  as  have  not  yet  been  mentioned  ^ 

While  the  whole  Dutch  fleet  was  employed  in  alarm- 
ing our  coafts,  fir  Jeremiah  Smith  was  fent  with  a  fmall 
fqiiadron  northwards ;  with  which,  and  the  affiftance  of  a 
numerous  fleet  of  privateers  already  abroad  for  their  own 
profit,  the  Dutch  commerce  to  the  Baltick  was  in  a  man- 
ner ruined,  and  multitudes  of  rich  prizes  were  daily  brought 
into  Englijh  ports.    Thus  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  the 
nations  at  this  time  changed  charafters.    The  Dutch  pre- 
ferred the  infult  at  Chathamy  which,  all  things  confidered, 
was  of  little  or  no  confequence  to  them,  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  their  trade ;  and  the  Englijh  endeavoured  to  make 
themfelves  amends  for  this  unexpected  lofs  of  a  few  men 
of  war,  by  taking  numbers  of  merchant-men.    Such  arc 
the  efFedb  which  private  paffions  produce  in  publfc  affairs  I 
The  indolence  and  credulity  of  king  Charks  expofed  his 
fubjedls  and  himfelf  to  this  ftain  on  iheir  reputation,  and 
the  fury  and  felf-intereft  of  the  de  Wit  fa(5lion  expofed, 
for  the  fake  of  furthering  their  own  purpofes,  the  trade  of 
their  country  at  prefent,  and  its  future  welfare,  to  ex* 
treme  hazard.    But  let  us  return  from  men  to  things  p. 

The  Englijh  in  the  Wejl-Indies^  took  the  ifland  of  ^U 

Eujlacie^  Salia^  St»  Martin,  Bonaira,  the  ifland  of  Tabago^ 

and  other  places  from  the  Dutch.     On  the  contrary,  the 

Dutch,  under  the  conduct  of  commodore  Krynfen,  made 

*  ,•  •     r     t   -  *  ..  them- 


"  Thefe  afts  of  indignity  and  contempt  were  not  only  g^Hing 
to  the  king,  and  fuch  of  his  fuhjeds  as  were  truly  loyal,  but  thty 
were  alfo  fuch  marks  of  rivetted  hate,  and  implacrible  prejudice, 
as  difpofed  that  prince  more  than  any  thing  to  receive  ill  imprcf- 
j"ions  from  France ;  and,  therefore,  how  wrong  foevcr  his  fubfs- 
quen*  conduft  might  be  (politically  confidered)  yet  the  Dutch  had 
apparently  themfelves  to  blame.  P  Philip's  chronicle,  p.  564. 

Keonet,  Echatd,  Burchet,  Rapin. 
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themfelves  mailers  of  Surinam  j  and  the  French^  aflifted 
by  the  Dutch,  almoft  deprived  the  Englijb  of  their  half  of 
the  ifland  of  St.  ChriJIopher's,  after  fevcral  obftinatc  dif- 
putes,  and  the  death  of  their  commander  Les  Salles.  Six 
frigates^  and  fome  other  fmall  vellels  from  Barbadocs^  fail- 
ing to  repair  this  lofs,  were  fo  ill  treated  by  a  violent  ftorm 
that  they  were  put  out  of  a  condition  to  execute  their  de- 
iign,  and  two  or  three  of  the  moid:  difabled  (hips  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  though  before  their  misfortune, 
they  had  burnt  two  Dutch  (hips  richly  laden,  in  the  har- 
bour of  Los  Santos.  Some  authors  fay,  this  little  fleet 
was  commanded  by  the  lord  tf^illoughbyf  and  that  himfelf 
was  loft  in  the  hurricane.  The  Englijh  were  more  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Surinam,  where  they  de- 
llroyed  the  Dutch  colony,  took  a  fort  belonging  to  the 
French,  and  afterwards  made  themfelves  matters  of  many 
rich  prizes,  at  the  expence  of  that  nation  % 

The  Dutch  admiral  Evertz,  in  conjunftion  \  '^  com- 
modore Krynfen,  recovered  the  ifland  of  tobagu  ,  did  a 
great  deal  of  mifchief  upon  the  coaft  of  Ftrginia,  In 
March  1667,  fav  John  Harmon  was  fent  with  a  fquadron 
of  twelve  men  of  war  to  redrefs  the/e  mifchiefs.  He  per- 
formed all  that  he  was  fent  for,  and  effeilually  cleared 
the  feas  both  of  French  and  Dutch  rovers ;  yet  he  had  not . 
been  long  there,  before  he  found  himfelf  puflied  by  a  fu- 
perior  force.  The  Dutch  commodore  Krynfen,  having 
embarked  on  board  his  fquadron  thirteen  hundred  land 
troops,  failed  to  Martinico,  where  he  joined  monfieur  d». 
la  .Barr£,  who  commanded,  all  the  forces  of  the  French 
king  in  thofe  parts.  Their  fleet  after  this  conjun<5lion 
.  .  confided 
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confifted  of  two  and  twenty  fail  of  ftout  (hips,  with  which 
they  went  to  feek  the  Englijh  fquadron  upon  the  coaft  of 
St.  Cbriflopher's.  On  the  loth  of  May  1667,  an  engage- 
ment enfued,  which  lafted  with  great  vigour  for  above 
three  hours,  in  which  the  EngHJhj  notwithftanding  the 
fuperior  force  of  the  enemy,  obtained  a  compleat  viftory. 
The  Dutch  hiftorians  fay,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
courage  and  conduft  of  the  officers  of  their  fleet,  the 
French  admiral  had  been  taken  j  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  certain  that  thofe  officers  were  fo  ill  fatisfied  with  the 
behaviour  of  the  French,  that  they  quitted  them  upon 
their  return  to  St.  ChriJiopher*s.  The  Englijh  admiral  with 
his  fleet  came  foon  after  thither,  burnt  the  French  admiral, 
and  fix  or  feven  (hips  in  the  harbour,  and  either  funk  him- 
felf,  or  obliged  the  French  to  fmk,  all  the  reft  of  the  fljips 
that  were  there  except  two,  and  this  with  the  lofs  only  of 
eighty  men  *. 

In  the  firft  of  ihefe  engagements,  our  writers  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  admiral  fir  John  Harmon  was  exceeding- 
ly ill  of  the  gout,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  ftir.  On  the 
firft  firing,  however,  he  ftarted  up  and  went  upon  deck, 
gave  his  orders  throughout  the  engagement,  in  which  he 
adted  with  all  the  alacrity  imaginable,  and  when  it  was 
over,  became  as  lame  as  he  was  before.  By  thefe  victories 
he  became  mafter  in  thofe  f^as,  and  took  from  the  Dutch 
their  plantation  at  Surinam  j  but,  however,  it  was  reftor- 
cd  by  the  treaty,  as  not  taken  within  the  time  limited  by 
that  treaty  for  the  conclufion  of  hoftiliiies '. 
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There  were  three  diftinil  trearies  of  peace,  figned  at 
Bredoy  with  the  Duub,  the  French^  and  the  Danes,  l?y 
the  Englrjh  minifters  who  were  lord  UolUi  and  Mr.  C*- 
ventryi  which  were  ratified  on  the  24th  o{  Augujl  1667, 
The  terms  upon  which  this  peace  was  made,  were  fafe 
and  honourable,  at  lead,  tjiough  not  fo  glorious  and  bene- 
ficial as  might  have  been  expedted  after  fuch  a  war.  By 
it  the  honour  of  the  flag  was  fecured,  and  the  illand  of 
PoUrartf  to  prevent  further  difputes  was  yielded,  to  the 
Dutch.  In  the  IVeJl-lndies  we  kept  all  that  we  had  takqn, 
except  Surinaniy  and  the  French  were  obliged  to  reftore 
what  they  had  taken  in  thofe  parts  from  us.  .  liere  it  m^y 
not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  the  lofs  of  Paler  on,  and  t)ie 
fpice-trade,  was  not  fo  much  owing  to  this  treaty,  as  to 
the  condud  of  Cremwell^  to  whom  it  was  yielded,  when 
after  turning  out  his  mafters,  he, made  peace  .with  the 
Dutch.  In  obtaining  it,  he  confulted  his.  honour,  and 
i'eemed  to  have  the  interest  of  the  nation  at  heart.  Bur, 
knowing  of  how  great  confequencc  it  vj^as  to  the  .D«/^^, 
he  confented  that,  paying  hi^  an  annual  peoiion  they 
iliould  keep  it,  facrificing  manifellly  th^eby.  the  public 
intereil  to  his  own.  The,ifl^nd  being  thus  out  of  our 
polielTion,  and  being  of  greater  confequence, than  ever  to 
ih^  Dutcbi  ihty  would  not,  at  the  time  of  ^liis  treaty  de- 
part from  their  preienfions  \  .  > 

It  is  certain  that  the  king  made  this  peace  againft  hia 
will,  and  without  obtaining  what  he  fought  and  exjjecfled 
from  the  war.  The  motives  which  induced  him  theveto 
were  chiefly  thefe.  Firft,  diforders  in  his  domeftic  af- 
fairs, which  difquieted  him  with  great  reafon.    He  found 

there 
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•"d  in  cafe  the  war  LTJT  """°"'""'  »  Chatham- 

«gn  wa»  become  app,^„f;"j"^'  '"^  '^""*  *'ng'»  de! 
part  of  the  Spa,njh  i^«*.2l  o-l      "  '°  '"'  ^-^'^l* 
fore,  the  ,uarrei  between  gI^T'!  '"""'"'•    'f-  'here- 
fM«ed  any  ,o„ger.  ZZZ^T" I'' '"'"""' ^^ 
"nent  muft  have  been  loft »  T  i,    "^  ''  °''  ""^  «"- 
of  the  peace  at  Breda,  !„<,'   h  "     "'"'  ^  ""^  «~'""" 
«»  of  thing,  athome  anjIrT         '"'  '"'  «""- 
♦"■•"fc  it.  upon  the  wWe  Ig^a^o      '^■™''"^''  '"«' 
been  cxpedled.     •  ,1,  ^  P^"  ^^  could  have 

^Efucceeded  better  m  o  '• 

o*erpa,«.    The  wo  I  and  "r'^'r'""'  ""'^  ^"^^  '" 
eluded,  on  the  tj.h  o  S  Tf  '"       *^  '"''*  '°''- 

:  the  two  crowns  .^newed    nJ  Je t f,*  «'"•«*■>  "e'ween 

.»erce  much  extended.    Cn  !r^v  ""'"'"'' ""^ '°«- 
-«o  ij?.».  and  there,  by  il^"  !f"  *"•  "'^  '"^da'P  went 
-b'tween  the  crown   of  ^'77'  ' ''''"  '^^^  ^ 
'J»«"  came  to  be  owned  an  L       T"""'  '^''"'"J'  t^' 
'  "d  wa»  put  to  a  waTwhich  haH?  ?'  *'"«"»'"•  =""'  ^n 
•«;e  nations  greatly,  aid  ^^  Jf "'"""""  °' 
.'b«en  fetal  to  both.    Tow"I  /  ^T  ^""""''^  ^'^^ 
„.        ^        ..^  ""'"^''^  ""  ^lofe  of  this  year,  hi, 
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majefty  fent  fir  jyilliam  Temple  into  Holland^  in  order  to 
enter  into  a  ftridter  correfpondence  with  the  States^  and  to 
concert  with  them  the  means  of  preferving  Flanders  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  frcmh.  This  (hews  that  his 
majefty  for  the  prefcnt  laid  afide  his  refeniments  for  what 
had  been  done  againft  him  perfonally  by  the  Dutch  j  and 
this,  for  the  fake  of  giving  a  check  to  the  too  great  power 
of  France.  In  confequence  of  fir  Ji^tlliam*s  negotiation, 
was  concluded  the  famous  triple-alliance  between  England^ 
Sweden,  and  Holland ;  the  moft  glorious  ftcp  taken  in  this 
'  reign,  and  which,  fleadily  purfued,  would  have  CFufhcd 
at  the  beginning,  that  ambitious  prince,  whofe  projeds  ne- 
ver ceafed  difturbing  his  neighbours,  'till  after  being  humbled 
by  the  arms  of  Britain,  he  came  to  know  himfelf,  and 
deplore  them  on  his  death-bed  *,  But  to  return  to  our 
more  immediate  bufinefs.  * 

The  Dutch  war  being  over,  his  majefty  fent  fir  Thomas 
Mien  with  a  ftout  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  to  reprefs 
the  infultsof  the  Algerines,  who  taking  advantage  of  our  dif- 

t  ferences,  had  difturbed  both  the  Englifl)  commerce  and  the 
Dutch.  Tihe  latter  fent  admiral  Van  Gbendt  with  a  fqua- 
dron, to  fecure  their  trade;  and  he,  having  engaged  fix 
Cor/airs,  forced  them  to  fly  to  their  own  coafts,  where 
probably  they  would  have  efcaped,  if  commodore  Beach, 
with  four  Englijh  frigates  had  not  fallen  upon  them,  ?nd 
after  a  clofe  chace,  obliged  them  to  run  a-ground.  In 
this  fituation,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Englijh  and  the 
Dutch  In  their  boats,  and  being  abandoned  by  their  refpec- 
iive  crews,  were  all  taken,  and  a  great  number  of  chrlflian 
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flaves  of  different  nations  relcafed.  The  EngWJh  commo- 
dore prefentcd  fixtccn  Dutch  Paves  to  admiral  Van  Ghendt^ 
and  received  from  him  twenty  Englijh  by  way  of  ex- 
change J  but  the  Algerine  (hips  being  leaky,  were  burnt. 
The  fame  year  fome  of  our  frigates  attacked  feven  of  the 
tnemies  bed  (hips  near  c.ipe  Gaeta.  The  admiral  and 
vice-admiral  of  the  Aigsrines  carried  fifty-fix  guns  each ; 
their  rear-admiral,  the  biggeft  (hip  in  the  fquadron,  carried 
fixty,  and  the  leaft  forty.  Yet,  after  a  (harp  engagement 
the  vice-admiral  was  funk,  aind  the  reft  forced  to  retire, 
moft  of  them  miferably  difabled.  At  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1669,  captain  Kempthorne^  (afterward  fir  ^ohn)  in 
the  Mary  Rofe^  a  fmall  frigate,  engaged  fevcn  Algerine 
nen  of  war,  and  after  a  very  warm  adlion,  forced  them 
to  (heer  off,  being  in  no  condition  to  fight  any  longer; 
of  which  we  have  a  particular  account  *. 

It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  thati  confidering  th'e 
Dutch,  as  well  as  we,  were  concerned  in  attacking  thefe 
piratesj  we  have  no  better  account  of  the  war  that  was 
carried  on  againft  them,  or  of  the  force  they  then  had, 
but  what  We  are  left  to  coUe^  as  we  can,  from  the  fcat- 
tered  accounts  of  particular  engagements  with  them.  Th6 
only  lift  1  have  feen,  is,  of  the  ftate  of  their  navy  in  1668', 
and  then  it  confifted  of  twenty-four  (hips  great  and  fmall, 
that  is,  from  about  fifty  to  twenty  guns:  and  they  had 
likewife  fix  new  (hips  of  force,  upon  the  ftocks.  Yet, 
this  pitiful  enemy  continued  to  difturb,  and  even  to  di- 
ftrefs  the  commerce  of  both  the  maritime  powers  for  fe- 
veral  years.    At  laft,  fir  Edward  Spragge  was  fent  in  1670,' 
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"  This  account,  together  with  a  print  rrpirfenting  the  whole 
Aftion,  engraved  by  Hollar,  is  inltrtfj  by  (.>glfby,  in  his  dc- 
{cfiption  of  Alriai,  p  21 S. 
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with  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  men  of  war  and  frigates,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war.  He  cruifed  for  fome  days  before  their 
capital,  without  receiving  any  fatisfadory  anfwer  to  his 
demands.  Upon  this,  he  failed  from  thence,  with  fix  fri- 
gates, and  three  fire-fliips,  to  make  an  attempt  upon  a 
confiderable  number  of  thofe  Cor/airs  which  lay  in  the 
haven  of  Bugia,  By  the  way,  he  lofl  the  company  of 
two  of  his  firc-fliips;  yet  not  difcour.iged  by  this  accident, 
he  perfifted  in   his   refolution.     Being  come  before  the 

'  place,  he  broke  the  boom  at  the  entrance  of  the  haven, 
forted  the  J/gerines  a-ground,  and  (notwithftanding  the 
jfire  of  the  caftle)  burnt  feven  of  their  (hips,  which  mount- 
ed from  twenty-four  to  thirty-four  guns,  together  with 
three  prizes :  after  which,  he  deftroyed  another  of  their  ftiips 
of  war  near  Tadellis.  Thefe  and  other  misfortunes  caufed 
fuch  a  tumult  among  the  Algerines^  that  they  murdered 

■  their  dey,  and  chofe  another,  by  whom  the  peace  was 
concluded  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Englijh^  on  the  ninth 
of  December  in  the  fame  year ;  and  as  they  were  now 
fufficiently  humbled,  and  faw  plainly  enough  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  war  with  England  muft  end  in  their  de- 
ftrudion,  they  kept  this  peace  better  than  any  they  had 
made  in  former  times  y. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  third  Dutch  war  (frequently 
called  the  fecond,  becaufe  it  was  fo  in  refped  to  this 
reign)  and  to  account  for  the  beginning  of  it,  will  be  no 
eafy  matter.  It  has  been  before  'hewn,  that  the  laft  treaty 
of  peace  was  made  by  king  Charles^  againft  his  will,  and 
on  terms,  to  which,  force  onlv  made  \ivax  confent.    We 

need 
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B.ifnage,  de  Neuville,  4e  cierc,  du  Mont. 
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need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  ftill  retained  a  diflike 
to  the  Dutch,    Belides,  there  had  been  many  other  things 
done,  fufficient  to  diftafte  any  crowned  head.   For  inftance, 
their  fai^ory  at  Gambron  in  Perfia^  after  the  peace,  burnt 
the  king  in  effigie,  having  firft  drefled  up  the  image  in  an 
old  fecond-hand  fuit,  to  exprefs  the  diftrefs  in  which  they 
knew  him  in  his  exile  j  for  this,  as  the  king  thought  it  be- 
neath him  to  demand,  (othe States-General  looked  upon  them- 
felves  as  above  giving  him,  any  fatisfadlion  *.     They  like- 
wife  fuffered  fome  medals  to  be  llruck  j  in  which  their 
vanity  was  very  apparent.  For  inftance,  becaufe  the  triple- 
alliance  had  given  a  check  to  the  power  of  France,  and 
their  mediation  had  been  accepted  in  the  treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle,    they  were  pleafed  to  boaft  of  giving  peace  to 
Europe,  and  of  being  arbiters  among  contending  princes. 
Here,  however,  it  muft  be  owned,  that,  in  making  war 
at  this  jundlure,  king  Charles  adted  under  the  direftion  of 
French  rounfel?.     He  had  about  him,  the  worft  fet  of 
minifters  that  ever  curfed  this,  or  perhaps  any  other  na- 
tion.  Men  of  different  faiths,  (if  bad  ftates-men  have  any) 
and  who  agreed  only  in  promoting  thofe  arbitrary  adts, 
which,  while  they  feemed  to  make  their  mafter  great,  in 
reality  ruined  his  and  exalted  their  power.     This  infamous 
crew,  for  (however  decked  with  titles  by  their  mafter,  no 
EngUJhman  will  iranlmit  their  names  to  pofterity  with 

U  2  honour) 


*  This  was  very  much  infilled  oh  in  thofe  days,  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  things  of  a  like  nature  Wfie  pr.iftifed  by  the  Dutch  in 
Rufn  ,  anci  othtr  places.  As  to  the  ht\  bfore  us,  we  have  a  long 
detail  of  it  in  voy.iges  Ac  Jean  Baptifte  Tavernier,  vol.  i,  p.  775.  Ic 
is  mentioned  by  Bafnas'e,  and  de  Ncuvilie,  who  both  own,  that 
it  was  a  bnfe  and  unjullifiable  outrage.  Inftead,  however,  of  attri- 
buting this  to  the  Dutch  nation,  we  ought  in  julHce  to  refer  it 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  de  Wit  miniAry,  which  w;^s  its  true  fource. 
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honour)  were  then  called,  the  Cabal  :  and  thefe  engaged 
the  king  to  liften  to  tne  proportions  of  his  molt  chriltian 
majcfty,  who,  as  he  had  before  deceivid  him  to  fcrve  the 
Dutchy  fo  he  now  offered  to  deceive  the  Dutch,  to  gra- 
tify king  Charts :  and  that  the  ki  ig  might  not  hefitate 
at  this  ftep,  Louis  le  grand,  betrayed  his  creature  de  ff^t, 
.  and  difcovered  a  projedl  he  had  fent  him,  for  entering  in- 
to an  offenfive  alliance  againft  England  i  which,  with 
other  articles  tor  his  private  advantage,  determined  our 
prince  to  take  a  ilep  prejudicial  to  the  proteltanr  interef^, 
repugnant  to  that  of  the  nation,  and  dangerous  to  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe ". 

By  virtue  of  a  ^cret  treaty  with  Francey  this  war  vtras 
to  end  in  the  total  deftruftion  of  the  republic  of  Holland. 
Part  of  its  dominions  was  to  be  added  tc  thcfe  of  France^ 
and  the  reft  to  fall  to  the  (hare  of  England,  In  order  to 
have  a  pretence  for  breaking  with  them,  the  captain  cf 
the  iW<?r//«  Yatch,  with  fir  fP^ilLm  Temple*s  lady  on  board, 
had  diredions  to  pafs  through  the  Dutih  fleet,  and  on 
their  not  ftriking  to  bis  flag,  wa:  commanded  to  fire; 
which  he  did,  and  was  rewarded  for  it.  The  pretence 
thus  feci  --ed,  the  French  next  undertook  to  lull  the  Dutch 
afleep,  as  they  had  done  us,  when  our  (hips  were  burnt 
at  Chatham  i  and  this  too  they  performed,  by  offering 
;  their  meaiation  to  accommodate  that  difference  which  they 
had  piocured,  and  upon  which  the  execution  of  all  their 
fchcmcs  depended.  Yet  de  IVtt  trufted  to  thi;,i  till,  as  the 
.  ■;      ^  \"r-^'     ■  -''■  -'^^r '>■■■'  ,  dupe 


*  TI.e  Ca  B  A  i  was  a  word  very  luckily  chofen,  fince  it  was 
compofed  of  the  initial  letters  of  their  titles,  which  were  ClifFordi 
Aftley,  Buckingham,  Arlington  and  Liuderdale.  As  to  the  juftice 
of  my  account  of  rhcm,  the  Reader  may  confult  Kennet,  Echard, 
Rapin,  Temple,  Parker,  Burnet,  and  Cartels  life  of  the  duke  of 
Ormonde. 
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dupe  of  France^  and  the  fcourge  of  his  own  nation,  he 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  fury  of  a  free  people.  The  war  once 
refolved  on,  fir  Rsbert  Holmes^  who  began  the  former  by 
his  reprifals  in  Guinea^  had  orders  to  open  this  too,  though 
without  any  prw»rious  declaration,  by  attacking  the  SmyV' 
na  fleet  •». 

This  fquadron  of  his  majefty*s  fliips  was  commanded 
by  fir  Robert  Holmes^  in  the  St.  Michael^  as  admiral ;  the 
earl  of  OJfory^   in  the  Refolution,  as  vice-admiral,  and  fir 
Fretcheville  Holies^    as  rear-admiral,    in  the  Ccnbridge. 
They  cruifed  in  the  channel  on  purpofe  to  execute  this 
fcheme ;  of  which,  however,  the  Dutch  had  fome  notice, 
and  fent  advice-boats  to  dired  their  fleet  to  fteer  north- 
wards.   But  thefe  infl:rudions  came  too  latej  for  they 
were  already  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  was  thought  more 
dangerous  to  return  than  to  proceed,  and  therefore  in  a 
council  of  war  it  was  refolved  to  hold  on  their  courfe.  On 
the  13*''  of  March  J  five  of  our  frigates  fell  in  with  this 
flee  ,  which  confifted  of  about  fifty  fail  of  merchant-fliips, 
and  fix  men  of  war.     When  the  Englijh  veflels  came  near 
them,  they  fired,  in  order  to  make  them  ftrike,  and  lower 
their  top-fails  j  which  they  refufed  to  do.    Upon  this,  the  ^ 
fight  began,  which  lafted  till  night,  and  was  renewed  the 
next  morning,  when  the  Dutch  fleet  was  in  a  manner  ruin- 
ed, five  of  their  richeft  merchant-men  were  made  prizes, 
their  rear-admiral  was  boarded  by  captain  John  Holmes^ 
brother  to  the  admiral,  and  taken;  but  foon  after  funk, 
and  the  reft  of  the  men  of  war,  were  very  rudely  handled. 
The  Dutch  hiftorians,  however,  fet  a  good  face  upon  the 

U  3  matter. 
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matter,  and  Hiy,  that  their  fe^imen  behaved  very  bravely.^ 
This  is  true,  but  they  fufFered  deeply  for  all  that:  and 
befides,  this  was  the  beginning  of  hoftilities,  and  a  neccf- 
lary  prelude  to  the  war.  So  the  Stat'es  underftood  it,  and 
immediately  difpatcbed  deputies  hither,  and  to  the  French 
king,  to  fue  for  peace  ^ 

In  this,  as  in  the  former  difpute  with  the  Dutch,  fuch 
(hips  as  had  been  detained  in  port,  were  difmifled  on  both 
iides,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  cruel  war,  the  Dutch  profefTed 
all  imaginable  efteem  for  the  Englijh  nation:  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  king  Charles  offered  his  royal  proteftion  to 
fuch  as  thought  fit  to  quit  their  country  in  its  pre- 
fent  calamitous  fituation,  and  take  (helter  in  his  domini- 
ons. The  war  was  folemnly  proclaimed,  on  the  28"*  of 
March  1672,  in  the  cities  oi  London  an.  Wejlminjler  \  and 
great  pains  were  taken  to  impofe  upon  the  world,  a  grofs 
and  groundlcfs  notion,  that  it  was  undertaken  at  the  in- 
(lance,  or  at  lead  with  the  concurrence,  of  the  people  in 
general :  whereas  they  knew  their  interell  too  well,  not  to 
difcern  how  little  this  meafure  agreed  with  it ;  and  there- 
fore, though  the  king  had  then  a  parliament  much  to  his 
mind,  yet  he  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  fup- 
plies :  while  the  Dutch  in  the  midft  of  all  their  miferies, 
went  on  receiving  fixty  millions  of  their  money  (which  is 
between  five  and  fix  millions  of  ours)  annually  aom  their 
fubjcfts.  So  great  difference  there  is  between  taxes  levied 
by  authority,  and  money  chearfully  paid  to  preferve  the 
common-wealth  •*, 


*f<J     t!«V 


The 


•=  Hafnagp,  anrales  des  provinces  unie?,  vol.  ii.  ]  193.  Le 
Ckrc.  de  Ntuville,  Philips,  Kernet,  Echard,  Burchet,  Rapin. 
'^  Philips,  Kenret,  Burchet,  Rapin,  Bafnage,  LeQerc,  deNeuvill?. 


count 

in  the! 
the  re 
the  acd 


Of  King  CHARLES  II.  295 

The  French  king,  that  he  might  feem  to  perform  his 
treaty  with  iheEtigiiJh  better  than  in  the  former  war  he  had  • 
done  that  with  the  Dutch,  fent  the  count  cVEJlrcei,  vice- 
admiral  of  France,  with  a  large  fquadron  to  join  the  Eng- 
lijh  fleet.  He  arrived  at  St.  Helem  on  the  3d  of  May ; 
and  immediately  afterwards,  the  king  went  down  to  Fortf- 
mouth,  and,  to  Ihew  his  confidence  in  his  new  ally,  went 
on  board  the  French  admiral,  where  he  remained  fome 
hours.  Our  fleet  in  a  (hort  time  failed  to  the  Downs,  the 
duke  of  York  as  admiral  wearing  the  Red,  and  the  edrl  of  ' 
Sandwich  the  Blue :  foon  after,  the  French  fquadron  joined 
them,  their  admiral  having  the  TVhite  flag ;  and  then  the 
fleet  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  one  iliil  of  men  of  war,  . 
befides  fire-fhips  and  tenders.  Of  thefe  the  Englijh  had 
flxty-five  (hips  of  war,  and  on  board  them  four  thou- 
fand  ninety-two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  twenty-three  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  thirty  men.  The  French  fquadron 
confifted  of  thirty-fix  fail,  on  board  of  which  were  one 
thoufand  nine  hundred  twenty-fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
about  eleven  thoufand  men.  The  Dutch  in  the  mean 
time  were  at  fca  with  a  very  confiderable  fleet,  confiding 
of  ninety-one  ftout  men  of  war,  fifty-four  fire-fliips,  and 
twenty-three  yatchs.  On  the  g***  of  May,  they  were  feen 
off"  Dover,  and  the  13"'  of  the  fame  month  a  Dutch  fqua- 
dron chafed  the  Gloucejler  and  fome  other  fhips,  under  the 
cannon  of  Sheernefs  *.  .  • 

U  4  The 


«  It  is  generally  believed,  and  indeed  with  good  r-jafon  that 
count  d'Eftrees  had  orders  to  look  on  rather  than  fight ;  a  con- 
du£l  agreeable  to  that  which  had  been  purfued  by  the  fame  court 
in  the  former  war,  when  they  pretended  to  aflift  the  Dutch :  as 
the  reader  may  perceive,  by  comparing  what  is  here  faid,  with 
the  account  before  given,  p.  260,  &c. 
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The  Englijh  fleet  were  at  anchor  in  Solebay^  on  the  28'* 
pf  May  when  the  Dutch  fell  in  with  them,  and,  if  they 
had  not  fpent  too  much  time  in  council,   had  certainly 
furprized  them.    As  it  was,  many  of  the  Englijh  captains 
were  forced  to  cut  their  cables,  in  order  to  get  time  enough 
into  the  line  of  battle.  The  engagement  began  between  fevcn 
and  eight  in  the  morning^  when  de  Ruyter  altackedthe  P.ed 
fquadron  in  the  center,  and  engaged  the  admiral,  on  board 
of  which  was  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Tork^  for  two 
hours,  forcing  his  highnefs  at  lafl:  to  remove  to  another 
ihip.     The  Dutch  captain  Van  Brake!  attacked  the  ear!  of 
Sandwich  in  the  Royal  James  j  and,  while  they  were  en- 
gaged, almoft  all  the  fquadron  of  Van  Ghent  fell  upon  the 
carl's  fhins.     His  lord(hip  behaved  with  amazing  intrepidi- 
ty, killed  admiral  Fan  Ghent  himfelf,  funk  three  fire-(hips 
and  a  man  of  war,  that  would  have  laid  him  on  board ; 
but  then,  having  loft  all  his  officers  and  two  thirds  of  his 
men,  his  battered  (hip  was  grappled,  and  fet  on  fire  by  a 
fourth  fire-fhip.    Some  of  his  men  efcaped,  yet  the  earl 
continued  on  board  till  the  flames  furrounded  him,  and 
jumped  through  thern  into  the  fea  where  he  perifhed  j  but 
left  behind  him  a  name  immortal,  and  which  will  ever  be 
revered  by  (\Jfh  as  elleem  the  valour  of   an  officer,   the 
capacity  of  a  llatefman,  or  the  integrity  of  a  patriot  ^ 

The  death  of  their  admiral,  with  the  furipus  attack  of 

part  of  the  Blue  fquadron,  coming  in  though  too  late,  to 

.the  earl  o{  Sandwich's  affiftance  threw   this  part  of  the 

Dutch  fleet,  which  had  been  commanded  by  Van  Ghent 

into  very  great  confufion,  and  forced  them  to  Hand  ofl''. 
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This  gave  an  opportunity  for  the  Blue  fquadron  to  join  the 
Red^  and  to  aflift  the  duke  of  Torky  who  defcrted  by  the 
French^  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  oppreffed  by 
the  fquadrons  of  de  Ruyter  and  Bankert,  Abtut  this  time 
Cornelius  Evertz  vice-admiral  of  Zeland,  was  killed,  and  i 
de  Ruyter  and  Allemond  narrowly  efcaped  being  burnt  by 
fire-ftips :  but  when  the  BngR/b  thought  themfelves  fccurc 
of  vidtory,  the  fcattered  fquadron  of  Van  Ghent  came  in 
to  the  afliftance  of  their  countrymen,  and  again  rendered 
doubtful  the  fortune  of  the  day  «. 

All  this  time  the  French  who  compofed  the  f0}ite 
fquadron,  inftead  of  feconding  the  efforts  of  the  Englijh^ 
kept  as  far  out  cf  danger  as  they  could,  and  left  our  fleet 
to  fuftain  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  at  a  difadvan- 
tage  of  three  to  two.  But,  notwithftanding  this  vafl;  in- 
equality of  numbers,  the  fight  cr*itinued  with  inexpreffi- 
ble  obftinacy  till  towards  the  evening,  when  vidory  de- 
clared itfelf  for  the  Englijh.  Five  or  fix  of  the  enemies 
fire-lhips  were  funk  hy  an  Englijh  man  of  war,  and  fir 
yojeph  "Jordan  of  the  Blue  fquadron,  having  the  advantage 
of  the  wind,  pierced  thr  P.jh  the  Dutch  fleet,  ana  pr^iad 
through  it  the  utmoft  coiifufion  ;  while  a  fire-fhip  clapped 
their  admiral  de  Ruyter  on  board,  and  it  was  with  great 
difliculty  that  he  efcaped  being  burnt  or  taken.  As  it  grew  ♦ 
dark,  de  Ruyter  colledling  his  fleet  in  the  bed  order  he 
could,  fought  retreating,  and,  as  the  moft  authentic  of  the 
Dutch  hiftorians  fay,  quitted  the  place  of  fight,  and  fteer- 
ed  northwards  ^ 

As  the  French  king  had  by  this  time  over-run  a  greac 
part  of  their  country,  the  States  by  the  advice  of  de  Wit 

(whofe 

E  Bafnage  annales  des  provinces  unies,   vol.  ii.   p.  207,  2oS»  . 
\  Ibid.  p.  20f.  Leven  van  de  Ruyter,  p.  675.  de  Ncuvillc. 
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(whofe  brother  had  been  prefent  in  this  fight,  feated  under 
a  canopy,  as  If  he  had  been  a  foveieign  prince)  aflumcd 
to  themfelves  the  honour  of  beating  the  Englijh.     How- 
ever they  were  fo  modeft  as  to  make  no  rejoicings  for  this 
fuppofed  vidlory ;  and   the  diftrefs  their  affairs  were  in, 
might  well  excufe  their  departure  on  this  occafion  from 
truth.     Their  people  were  already  difpofed  to  deftroy  their 
governors,  through  madnefs   at  the  fight  of  the  cruelties 
exercifed  by  the  French ;  and  if  to  thcfe  there  had  been  joined 
the  news  of  a  defeat  at  fea,  one  can  fcarce  conceive  how 
the  republic  could  have  been  preferved.     As  it  was,  the 
populace  infulted  Cornelim  de  Wit  on  his  return,  and  fram- 
ing to  themfelves  an  imaginary  quarrel  between  him  and 
de  Ruytery  would  willingly  have  killed   him   for  an  of- 
fence he  never  committed  ^  *. 
The  Englijh^  on  the  other  hand,  had  .all  the  marks 
that  could  be  defired   of  a  dear-bought  vidtory.     They 
carried   off  the  Staveren,   a   large  Dutch  man  of  war ; 
whereas  the  enemy  took  none  of  ours.     They  kept  their 
poll  while  de  Ruyter  made  the  beft  of  his  way  home.    All 
our  relations  made  the  vidory  clear,  though  not  of  any 
great  confequence  j  while  de  Ruyter  himfelf,  in  his  letter 
to  the  States y  did  not  fo  much  as  claim  it,  but  rather  ta^. 
citly  admitted  the  contrary.     Cornelius  de  JVtt^  indeed, 
was  of  another  opinion  i  but  therein   his  intereft  dictated,* 
rather  than  his  judgment.     The  only  objedlion  that  could 
be  made  to  our  claim   was,  not  following  the  Dutch  to 
their  own  coaftsj  and,  if  we  confider  the  ftrange  unbe-> 
coming  behaviour  of  the  French  in  the  battle,  this  Will  ap-, 
pear  no  objedion  at  all.  As  to  the  lofs,  it  was  pretty  equal 

'      .  on 
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on  both  fides.  We  had  four  men  of  war  funk  or  difabled, 
but  they  were  fm.iU  (hips  j  whereas  ihe  Dutch  loft  three 
of  the  Dv.1  in  their  fleet  ;  one  funk,  another  burnt,  and 
the  third  taken :  a  fourth  called  the  Great  Holland^  com- 
manded by  the  brave  captain  Brakell,  was  entirely  diliibled. 
As  for  the  Frenchy  notwithftanding  all  their  caution,  ihey 
loft  two  men  of  war,  and  their  rear-admiral  Mr.  de  la 
Rabiniere,  Of  perfons  of  note,  befides  the  earl  of  Sand- 
wichy  there  were  flain  captain  Digby  of  the  Henry^  captain 
Pearce  of  the  St.  George^  captain  Wate^worth  of  the  Ann^ 
fir  Fretcheville  Holies  who  commanded  the  Cambridge^ 
iir  John  Fox  of  the  Prince^  and  captain  Hannam  of  the. 
Triumph.  Of  our  voluntiers,  there  fell  the  lord  Maid- 
Jioniy  Mr.  MmtaguCy  fir  Philip  Carteret y  fir  Charles  Har' 
boardy  two  of  the  duke  of  York's  gent'emen  of  the  bed- 
chamber, Mr.  Trevaniany  and  many  others.  Of  private 
men,  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred  were  killed,  and 
as  many  wounded.  The  Dutch  did  not  think  fit  to  pub- 
lifli  any  lift,  though  their  lofs  without  queftion  was  as 
great  j  fince  de  Ruyter  fays  in  his  letter,  it  was  the  hardell 
fought  battle  that  he  ever  faw"". 

.Most  of  our  writers,  even  of  naval  hiftory,  pa fs  over 
in  filence  the  remaining  fervice  performed  in  this  year ; 
becaufe  it  did  not  anfwer  the  mighty  expediations  of  the 
miniftry,  by  whom  the  moft  fanguine  fchcmes  were  con- 
trived. But,  as  truth  ought  on  all  occafions  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  every  thing,  fo  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  report 
fairly  the  extravagant  deilgns  in  which  we  embarked,  and 
the  means  by  which  we  were  difappointed,  not  more  per- 
haps 
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haps  to  our  neighbours  advantage  than  our  own;  for  when 
wars  made  by  princes  are  againft  the  intereft  of  their 
people,  it  often  happens,  that  a  difappointment  of  the 
former,  proves  a  kind  of  viflory  to  the  latter '. 

On  the  return  of  the  Dutch  fleet  to  their  own  coalls, 
it  was  laid  up,  and  was  forced  to  remain   fo  for  want  c^ 
gunpowder,   ail  that    was  on  board    being   fent  to    the 
army.     The  Sti2tes  perceiving  their  authority  aimoft  loft, 
and  their  country  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin,  refolved 
once  more  to  try  the  force  of  entreaties,  with  which  view 
they  fent  four  deputies  to  England^  and  as  many  to  the 
French  king.     The  bufinefs  of  the  former  was  to  (hew 
th<"  danger  of  the  proteftant    religion,    the  approaching 
ruin  of  the  balance  of  Europe^  and  the  difmal  confequen-- 
ces  which  muft  follow,  even  to  England,  from  the  fur-*^ 
ther  prcfecution  of  the  war.    As  to  the  latter,  they  were 
charged  to  ofler  any  fatisfadtion  to  his  mod  chriftian  ma- 
jefty,  that  he  (hould  be  pleafed  to  require.     The  arrival 
of  the  deputies  in  England  had  very  diflerent  effects;  it" 
alarmed  the  court,  and  filled  the  nation  with  concern. 
The  king,  who  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  cabal, 
treated  them  with  a  haughtinefs  as  little  agreeable  to  his 
temper,  as  it  fuited  ill  with  his  dignity.    Inftead  of  hear- 
ing and  giving  them  an  anfwer  in  perfon,  as  he  was  wont 
on  fuch  applications,  he  was  pleafed  to  fend  four  of  the 
CABAL  to  confer  with  them,  in  order  to  know  what  pro- 

pofals 


•  J- 
"  Mr.  Philips,  in  his  continiation  of  Heath's  chronicle,  men- 
tions cur  fleet  miiSng  the  Dutch  Eaftlndia  fl:ips,  p.  587.  but 
fpeaks  not  a  word  of  this  invafion.  Bifhop  Kennet  is  alfo  en- 
Xircly  filent ;  and  Burchet,  becaufe  there  was  nothing  done,  feeiAS 
unwilling  to  let  his  readers  know  there  was  any  thing  intended. 
Mr.  Colliber,  in  his  Columna  Roftrata,  relates  thq  matter  fairly, 
but  in  very  few  words,  p.  227. 
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pofals  they  had  to  make,  and  afterwards  fcnt  over  with 
them  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  carl  of  Arlington ,  and 
the  vifcount  Hallifax  into  Holland,  as  if  he  intended  to 
treat  there ;  whereas  the  true  delign  was  to  be  rid  of  the 
deputies,  the  fight  of  whom  drew  the  compafHon  of  the 
nation,  who  confidered  the  Dutch  no  longer  as  their  ri- 
vals in  trade,  but  as  a  proteftant  people,  facrificed  to  a 
French  and  Popijh  intereft  "*.  On  the  arrival  of  thefe  lords 
in  Holland,  they  mide  moil  extravagant  demands.  Such 
as  ten  millions  of  guilders  for  the  expence  of  the  war,  an 
annual  tribute  of  one  hundred  thoufand,  for  the  liberty  of 
fiOiing,  the  perpetual  ftadholder(hip  for  the  prince  of 
Orange,  and  his  iflue  male.  All  thefe  were  moderate  ar- 
ticles to  the  reft  j  for  they  infifted  on  a  (hare  in  their  EaJI-' 
India  trade,  the  pofleffion  of  the  city  of  Sluys  in  Flanders^ 
and  the  iflands  of  Cadzant,  TFalcheren,  Goeree  and  Voorn, 
After  the  propofal  of  thefe  intolerable  conditions,  the  duke 
of  Buckingham  and  the  earl  of  Arlington,  deferting  their 
collegue,  went  away  to  the  French  camp,  and  there  con- 
cluded an  agreement,  in  the  name  of  their  own  prince* 
without  his  inftruftions,  with  the  French  king  j  the  prin- 
cipal point  of  which  was,  that  neither  ihould  upon  any 

terms 


">  I  have  entered  farther  into  this  matter  than  I  fhould  other- 
wife  have  done,  for  two  reafons.  Firft,  this  was  the  grand  ex- 
pedition, and  had  it  taken  efte6t,  would  have  put  an  end  to  the 
war,  and  to  the  republic  of  Holland.  Lewis  XIV.  was  in  U- 
trecht,  the  bifliop  of  Munller  before  Groningen,  and  had  the  En- 
gliih  landed,  the  Zelanders  were  inclined  to  fubmit.  Secondly, 
this  was  apparently  the  favourite  fcheme  of  the  cabal.  Shaftef- 
bury  at  home  preached  up  the  deftruftion  of  Holland.  Bucking- 
ham and  Arlington  were  abroad,  intent  on  putting  his  doArine  in 
praAice.  This  attempt  therefore  was  critical,  and  its  mifcarriage 
faved  Holland  certainly,  Britain  confequentially,  and  Mtty  proba-> 
biy  all  Europe. 
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terms  make  a  feparale  peace  with  the  Dutch  ".  As  for 
the  deputies  fcnt  to  his  mod  chrillian  majcfty,  they  were 
talked  to  in  the  Ailc  of  a  conqueror,  and  fo  lent  back  to 
fpread  dcfpair  through  their  country  j  which  they  did  fo 
effedlually,  that  the  inhabitants  drew  from  thence  their 
fafety  :  for,  feeinj;  no  hopes  of  living  better  than  in  flavery, 
they  generoufly  refolvcd  to  lay  alidc  all  treaties,  and  to 
die  free  °. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  and  EngUJh  fleets,  being 
perfectly  refitted,  and  the  latter  having  taken  on  board  a 
large  body  of  land-forces,  foiled  again  for  the  Dutch  coafts, 
with  a  defign  to  make  a  defcent  on  Zelandy  the  only  pro- 
vince into  which  the  French  had  not  carried  their  arms  by 
land.  Here  they  found  the  Dutch  fleet ;  but  not  thinking 
proper  to  attack  them  among  the  fands,  they  deferred  the 
execution  of  their  defign,  and  blocked  up  the  Maefe 
and  'texel ;  which  dc  Ruyter  (having  ftritSt  orders  from  the 
States  not  to  hazard  a  battle)  faw  with  concern,  yet 
wanted  power  to  prevent.  The  duke  of  York  was  refolved 
to  debark  on  the  Texel  p  the  body  of  troops  on  board  his 
fleet.  The  occafion  was  favourable  in  all  rcfpcdls;  the 
French^  and  the  bifhop  of  Munjier^  were  in  the  hc^rt  of 
the  Dutch  territories,  fo  that  no  great  force  could  be  drawn 
together  to  refill  tkem  on  (hore  ;  and  the  coaft  was  fo  low 

and 


"  This  whole  affair  is  very  fairly  ftited  in  the  compleat  hiftory 
of  England,  vol  iii.  p.  515 — 318.  where  from  fecretary  Coven- 
try's remarks,  it  louks  as  if  thefe  lords  adcd  in  their  negotiation 
with  the  french  king,  rather  as  deputies  from  the  cabal,  than  as 
ambafladors  from  Charles  II.  and  from  what  followed,  one  would 
imagme  the  king  too  faw  their  condudl  in  this  light;.  "  fiaf- 

nage,  Le  Clerc,  de  Neuville,  ViedeTrontp,  du  Mont,  &c.  d  The 
Texel,  though  a  fmall  ifland,  is  yet  the  moll  confiderable  of  thofe 
which,  lying  in  a  llraight  line  in  the  German  ocean,  cover  the 
nicuth  of  the  Zuyder-zee. 
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and  flat,  that  it  louked  as  if  nothing  but  a  fuperior  furce 
could  have  fecurcd  ihc  Dutth  from  this  invafion.  It  was 
upon  the  third  of  July  this  refolution  was  taken  ;  and  it 
was  intended,  that  their  forces  fliould  have  landed  the 
next  flood.  But  providence  interpofcd  in  favour  of  a  free 
people,  and  faved  them  from  a  yoke,  wliich  fecmed  al- 
ready to  prefs  upon  their  necks.  The  ebb,  in  (lead  of  fix, 
continued  twelve  hours,  which  defeated  the  iiitcndcd  dcf- 
cent  for  that  time ;  and  the  Itorm  that  rofe  the  night  fol- 
lowing, forced  the  fleet  out  to  fea,  where  they  ftruggled 
for  fome  time  with  very  foul  weather,  and,  the  opportu- 
nity being  quite  loft,  returned  without  performing  any 
thing  of  confequence  to  the  Englijh  (hore.  The  Dutch 
clergy  magnified  this  accident  into  a  miracle  ;  and  though 
fome  of  our  writers  have  thereupon  arraigned  them  of  fu- 
perftition,  yet  I  muft  own,  that  I  think  their  excefs  of 
piety  in  this  refpedl,  very  pardonable ;  efpecially  if  we 
confider,  there  could  not  be  a  higher  ftroke  of  policy,  at 
that  time,  than  to  perfuade  a  nation,  Aruggling  againfl  fu- 
perior enemies,  that  they  were  particularly  favoured  by 
heaven  'J. 

After  this  difappointment,  there  was  no  other  adlion 
thought  of  at  fea  for  this  year,except  the  fending  fir  Edward 
^P^ogge^  with  a  fquadron,  to  dilturb  the  Dutch  herring- 
fiihery  j  which  he  performed  with  a  moderation  that  be- 
came fo  great  a  man,  contenting  himfelf  with  taking  one 
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of  their  veflels,  when  he  faw  that  was  fufficient  to  difperfe" 
the  reft  '.  But  while  the  war  feemed  to  ilumbcr  in  Mu- 
rope,  it  raged  fufficiently  in  the  Weft  and  Eaft-Indies, 

Sir  Tabias  Bridges,  with  five  or  fix  (hips,  and  a  re* 
giment  of  foot  from  BarbadoeSi  made  himfelf  mailer  ot 
the  iiland  of  Tabago,  taking  about  four  hundred  prifoners^ 
and  five  hundred  ilaves.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Dutch, 
with  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  polTefled  themfelves  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena,  lying  of!  the  coaft  of  J/rica :  for 
the  fort  not  being  defenfible  on  the  land-fide,  the  Englijb 
governor  and  his  people,  after  haV'ng  feyeral  times  repu{- 
fed  the  enemy,  retired  with  all  their  valuable  e^t&s "  oh 
board  fome  Englijh  and  French  (hips,  as  finding  it  impof^ 
fihlf  »«  nr*.rerve  the  ifland  after  iheir  landing.  But  com- 
modore Monday^  being  fent  with  four  men  of  war,  to 
convoy  the  Englijb  Eajl-India  fleet,  and  perceiving  oti 
his  ai  ival  at  St.  Helena,  what  had  happened,  refolved'td 
attempt  retaking  it ;  he  was  the  rather  induced  to  this  re- 
folution,  from  his  want  of  frefh  water.  Accordingly, 
landing  fome  men  on  that  fide  of  the  ifland  wlucb  is  moil 
acceflible,  and  at  the  fame  time  attacking  the  fort  with 
his  fbips,  he  eafily  fucceeded  in  his  defign.  The  ifland 
being  thus  recovered,  it  ferved  the  Englijh  as  a  net  to  in- 
clofe  and  take  the  enemy's  fhips,  for  a  Dutch  EaiVIndia 
ihip,  called  the  Europe,  coming  to  St.  Helena,  with  a 
new  governor  on  board,  was  feized.  And  foon  after,  fix 
others  appearing  in  the  fight  of  the  iflandji  the  Englijb 
commodore,  the  better  to  confirm  them  in  the  opinion 
that  their  countrymen  were  flil)  in  pofleflion,  caufed  the 
Dutch  flag  to  be  difplayed  from  the  fort  i  which  ftratageni 
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lad  fo  good  an  effeft,  that  the  Eaji  India  fliips  approach- 
ing nearer,  their  vice-admiral  and  rear-admiral  were  taken^ 
with  an  immienfe  quantity  of  filver  on  board ;  as  the  others 
would  likewife  haVe  been,  had  not  the  Englijh  difcovered 
themfelvcs  fomewhat  too  foon;  On  the  other  fide,  the 
Hollanders^  who  attempted  the  ifland  of  Bombay^  were 
beaten  off  with  great  lofs :  but  near  Mafalpatnam^  thir- 
teen Dutch  nien  of  war,  and  feme  other  vefiels,  being 
fomewhat  raflily  engaged  by  ten  Englijh  fliips  of  war  and 
merchant-men,  there  happened  a  long  and  bloody  fight^ 
which  ended  with  the  death  of  the  Dutch  vice-admiral 
'John  Frederickfon,  and  the  taking  of  three  .  Englijh  mer- 
chant-fliips.  So  that  the  lofs  of  the  two  nations  was 
pretty  equals  though  poffibly  the  Dutch  efteemed  them- 
felves  gainers.  All  tliis  time  commerce  fuffered  exceeding- 
ly on  both  fides.  Plantations  were  ruined ;  and  the 
Frenchy  who>  before  this  war^  had  not  either  (kill  in  na- 
vigation, or  underflood  at  all  the  art  of  fighting  at  fea, 
as  their  own  writers  confefs,  improved  in  both,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  Britain  and  Holland.  Thus  their  end  was 
plainly  anfwered,  while  the  maritime  powers  were  fight- 
ing as  much  againft  their  inclinations,  as  their  interefl,  as 
it  is  necefiary  for  us  to  fliew  ». 

As  the  rancour  which  the  Dutch  had  fhewn  againft 
the  Englijh,  and  their  moft  unjuftifiable  behaviour  in  re- 
fpeft  to  the  infults  offered  to  the  king's  perfon,  were 
not  fo  much  owing  to  their  own  prejudices,  as  to  the  arts 
of  the^^  Wits  I  and  as  they  plainly  faw,  that  this  war, 
and  all  its  miferies,  came  upon  them  through  the  Vanity  of 
their  governors,  and  from  the  refentment  king  Charles  ftill 
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had  for  the  aftion  at  Chatham^  contrived  by  John^  and 
executed  by  Cornelius  de  Wit ;  fo  they  turned  their  rage 
upon  thefe  two  brothers,  and  the  refl:  of  their  fadlion ; 
obliged  the  States  to  repeal  the  perpetual  edidb,  which  fol- 
lowed the  conclufion  of  the  laft  war,  and  took  away  the 
office  of  Stadtholder  for  ever ;   advanced  the  prince  of 
Orange  to  that  high  dignity,  and  foon  after,  in  a  fit  of 
popular  fury,  barbaroufly  murdered  the  de  WitSy  as  if  the 
blood  of  thefe  men  could  have  reftored  that  peace,  which 
in  truth,  but  for  their  fchemes  had  never  been  loft.    Nay, 
to  (hew  how  thoroughly  they  were  cured  of  thofe  fetal  pre- 
pofieflions  which  had  brought  upon  them  the  naval  force 
of  fo  potent  a  neighbour,  the  people  on  the  firft  arrival 
of  the  Englijh  ambafladors,   thronged  about  them,   and 
cried  out,  God  blefs  the  king  of  England !  God  blefi  the 
prince  of  Orange !  and  the  Devil  take  the  States.    They 
hoped,  and  with  great  reafon,  that  thefe  teftimonies  of 
their  fincere defire  of  peace,  the  ruin  of  the  Lowvefieinh- 
£lion,  and  the  advancement  of  his  nephew  the  prince  of 
Orange^  would  have  pacified  our  king ;  and  they  were  in^- 
finitely  concerned  when  they  found  themfelves  miflaken. 
They  did  not,  however,  as  before,  vent  their  fplcen  in 
violent  adls  of  perfonai  malice,  or  difrefpedl  towards  the 
king;  but  contented  themfelves  with  carrying  on  the 
war  with  courage  and  refolution,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  iignifying  their  earneft  deftre  of 
peace  *. 

In  England,  the  credit  of  the  cabal,  which  had  been 
long  loft  with  the  people,  began  to  decline  with  the  king; 
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and  the  parliament,  though  very  loyal,  yet  in  granting  a 
large  fupply  to  the  king,  would  not  own  the  Dutch  war  ; 
but  borrowed  an  exprefficn  from  the  king's  fpeech,  and 
declared  what  they  gave  tc  be  for  the  king's  extraordinary 
occauons.  They  likewife  fell  warmly  upon  matters  of 
religion,  and  pailed  an  a^,  fince  fufficiently  famous,  un- 
der ihe  title  of  the  Teji  ad,  which  putting  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  papifts  to  continue  in  any  public  employ- 
ments, lord  Clifford  was  foon  after  obliged  to  quit  the  trea- 
fury,  and  the  duke  of  York  immediately  declined  the  com« 
mand  of  the  fleet.  Thefe  were  changes  which  had  a  na- 
tural tendency  to  bring  things  about  again  to  their  proper 
places:  yet  the  Dutch  war  was  carried  on  for  another 
ye'  >  through  the  influences  of  their  councils  who  began 
it ;  and,  which  muft  appear  extremely  odd  to  any  man 
who  is  a  ftranger  to  the  arts  pradlifed  in  courts,  the  very 
people  who  promoted  the  war,  fecretly  praftifed  the  de- 
feat of  thofe  meafures  by  which  alone  it  could  be  purfued 
with  honour.  For  this  I  know  of  no  reafons  that  have 
been  afligned  ;  and  therefore  I  venture  to  fpeak  my  own 
opinion,  that  it  proceeded  from  a  deiire  m»  the  miniftry 
to  2;ain  a  pretence  for  making  a  peace,  from  fome  want 
of  fuccefs  in  the  war,  when  it  was  to  be  carried  on  un- 
der the  command  of  prince  Rupert^  who,  though  he  was 
too  wife  to  be  fond  of  this  fervice,  was  yet  too  honeftj^ 
and  too  brave  a  man  to  negled  his  duty  ". 

Notwithstanding  it  was  refolved  early  in  the 
year  1673,  that  prince  Rupert  fliould  command  the  fleet, 
yet  no  care  was  taken  to  fit  it  out  in  time,  and  much  lefs 
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to  furnidi  him  with  fuch  officers  as  were  agreeable  to  him. 
Sir^  Robert  Holmes  was  laid  afide,  though  formerly  fo  much 
carefled,  merely  bccaufe  he  was  in  his  highnefs's  favour, 
and  fir  Edward  Spragge  fent  in  his  ilead ;  who  not  long 
after  went  into  France  on  a  fecret  commiffion,  without 
prince  Rupert*s  knowing  any  thing  of  his  bufinefs.    With 
the  like  view,  fir  John  Harman  was  appointed  his  vice- 
admiral,  when  he  was  known  to  have  furvived  the  groat 
abilities  he  once  had;  and  befides,  was  fo  ill  of  the  gout 
when  he  went  on  board,  that  I  e  was  not  able  to  move 
either  hand  or  foot,  or  fo  much  as  to  (lir  out  of  his  cab- 
bin.    The  prince  expoftulated  in  vain  againft  thefe  and 
many  other  hardlhips,  of  which   he  could  obtain  no  re- 
drefsj   and  therefore  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
Jprily  hearing  the  Dutch  fleet  was  at  fea,  and  intended  to 
come  and  fink  many  hulks  filled  with  lead  and  ftones  in 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  he  with  much  induftry  got  to- 
gether as  many  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  rate  fliips  as  he 
could,  and  with  fome  fire-fhips,  failed  out  and  prevented 
them.    About  the  middle  of  May^  the  fleet,  though  in- 
differently provided,  was  ready  for  thjs  fea ;  but  then  the 
great  difficulty  was,  how    to  join  our  good  allies,   the 
French^  who  were  at  Brejly  and  who  freely  declared,  that 
they  were  refolved  not  to  flir  till  our  fleet  was  in  the 
channel.    As  the  Dutch  laboured  day  and  night  to  flreng- 
then  their  navy,  his  highnefs  faw  the  neceffity  of  joining 
■  the  French  early,  an'*  as  a  proof  of  his  high  courage,  as 
well  as  great  ikill  in  maritime  afl^irs,  he  pafled  in  fpight  of 
the  enemy,  then  riding  at  the  Gun-f^et,  through  the  paf- 
fage  called  the  Narrow,  and  this  too  againfl  the  'vind ; 
which  fo  furprized  the  Dutch^  that,  feeing  the  end  of 
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their  lying  there  loft,  they  fiiiled  back  again  to  their  own 
ports*'. 

The  dcfign  of  our  court  was  the  fame  this  year  that  it 
had  been  the  laft,  that  is  to  fay,  to  make  a  defcent  on  the 
Dutch  coaft  J  and  with  this  view,  there  were  a  confidera- 
ble  numbtfr  of  land-troops  put  on  board  the  navy.  His 
majefty  and  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Tork^  vilited  the 
fleet  on  the  19th  of  May,  and  in  a  council  of  war  held  in 
their  prefence,  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the  enemy,  even 
upon  their  own  coafl-,  in  cafe  they  could  not  be  provoked 
to  quit  it.  In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  prince  Rupert 
ftood  over  towards  the  coaft  of  Holland^  and  found  de  Ruy- 
ter  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  riding  within  the  fands  at  Schone- 
velty  in  a  line  between  the  Rand  and  the  Stony  Bank,  which 
was  a  very  advantagious  fituation ;  but  his  highnefs  perfift- 
cd  in  his  refolution  of  obeying  the  pofitive  orders  he  had  re- 
ceived for  attacking  them.  On  the  28th  in  the  morning,,, 
about  nine  o'clock,  a  detached  fquadron  of  thirty- five  fri- 
gates and  thirteen  fire-fliips,  were  fent  to  draw  the  enemy 
out,  which  was  very  eafily  done  j  for  de  Ruyter  prefently 
advanced  in  good  order,  and  the  Englijh  light  (hips  retreat- 
ing, put  their  own  fleet  in  fome  diforder.  This  engagement 
happened  on  very  unequal  terms :  the  confederate  fleet  con- 
iifted  of  eighty-four  inen  of  war,  befides  lire-fliips,  divi- 
ded into  three  fquadrons,  under  the  command  of  prince 
Ruperty  count  d'Ejlrees^  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge,    The 
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Dutch  were  fcarcc  feventy  men  of  war  and  frigates,  under 
de  Ruyter^  Tromp  and  Bankert  *. 

Most  of  our  own,  and  the  Dutch  hlftorians  agree, 
that  the  Englijhy  to  prevent  the  French  ftom  running  away, 
as  they  did  before,  intermixed  their  ftiips  in  this  battle  with 
their  own:  but  in  the  account  publifhed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  prince  Rupert^  the  thing  is  put  in  quite  another 
light  J  for  there  it  is  faid,  that  the  French  made  little  or  no 
fail,  but  kept  in  the  rear,  though  they  faw  the  Dutch  fleet 
ftretch  to  the  north.    By  twelve  in  the  morning,  the  de- 
tached fquadron  before-mentioned,  engaged  Van  Tromp,  and 
foon  after  the  prince  engaged  de  Ruyter  almoft  two  hours 
before  the  French  began  to  fight  at  all.    Then,  fays  the 
fame  relation,  count  d'EJlrees  engaged  de  Ruyter,  but  quick- 
ly left  him :  neither  did  de  Ruyter  follow  y,  but  went  to 
the  affiftance  of  Tromp,  whom  he  very  fcafonably  relieved, 
which  put  an  end  to  the  feuds  long  fubiifting  between 
them.    The  battle  was  very  hard-fought  ori  both  fides,  in- 
fomuch,  that  Tromp  (hifted  his  flag  four  times,  from  7^* 
Golden-Lion  to  the  Prince  on  Horfiback,  from  The  Prince  on 
Horfehack  to  The  Amfterdam,  and  from  The  Amfierdam  to 
The  Comet  y  from  on  board  which  he  dated  his  letter  to  ll)e 
States  in  the  evening.  'Sir  Edward  Spragge,  and  the  earl 
of  OJfory,  diftinguiflied  themfelves  on  our  fide,  by  their  ex- 
traordinary courage  and  condudt.    Prince  Rupert  alfo  per- 
V  formed  wonders,  confidering  that  his  (hip  was  in  a  very 
bad  condition,  and  took  in  fo  much  water  at  her  ports, 
that  fhe  could  not  fire  the  guns  of  her  lower  tirec    The 
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battle  laded  till  night,  and  then  the  Dutch  are  faid  to  have 
retired  behind  their  fands  -. 

Both  fides,  however,  chimed  the  vidlory,  de  Ruyter^ 
in  his  leKer  to  the  prince  of  Orange^  fays,  we  Judge  abfo- 
lutely^  that  the  viiiory  is  on  the  fide  of  this  Jiate^  and  of 
ymr  highnefs,  Tromp  carried  the  matter  farther,  and  report- 
ed the  Englijh  to  have  loft  ten  or  twelve  (hips.  Prince  Ru- 
purt,  in  his  letter  to  the  earl  of  Arlington,  fays,  /  thought 
it  hefl  to  ceafe  the  purfuity  and  anchor  where  I  now  am.  As 
to  the  lofs  on  both  fides  in  this  battle,  it  is  reported,  the 
Dutch  loft  vice-admiral  Schram,  rear-admiral  Vlugh,  and  fix 
of  their  captains,  and  had  one  fhip  difabled,  which  was  loft 
in  her  retreat.  On  our  fide  fell  the  captains  Foivh,  Finchy 
Tempefiy  and  Warden :  colonel  Hamilton  had  his  legs  Ihot 
off,  and  we  had  only  two  fljips  difobled,  none  either  funk 
or  taken.  The  great  doubt,  is,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
French.  Our  writers  are  pofitive,  that  they  behaved  as  ill 
as  they  did  before ;  but  the  Dutch  authors  fay,  they  fought 
very  bravely.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  the  btilkeft  of 
the  French  officers  made  it  their  choice  to  fight  among  the 
Englijhy  where  they  behaved  very  gallantly,  while  thofe 
remaining  with  count  d'EJireeSy  took  a  great  deal  of  care 
to  keep  themfelves  and  their  (hips  fafe :  and  yet  they  fuffer- 
ed  more  than  either  the  Englijh  or  Dutch  j  for  they  loft 
two  men  of  war,  and  five  or  fix  fire-ihips,  which  they 
knew  not  how  to  manage.  The  French  writers  are  pretty 
even  with  us  \  for  they  report,  that  matters  were  but  indif- 
ferently managed  on  both  fides,  and  that  prince  Rupert  did 
not  pufii  things  as  far  as  he  might,  becaufe  he  was  averfe  - 
to  the  war.    In  one  refpedl,  the  Dutch  certainly  had  the  ad- 
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vantage,  fince  they  prevented  the  defccnt  intended  upon 
their  country,  for  which  fervice,  in  cafe  of  a  clear  victory, 
count  Schombergy  with  fix  thoufand  men,  lay  ready  at 
Yarmouth  \ 

The  Dutch,  as  they  were  upon  their  own  coatt,  had 
the  advantage  of  receiving  quick  and  great  fupplies ;  where-  - 
as,  the  wind  prevented  the  Englijh  from  obtaining  the  like 
advantages.  Prince  Rupert^  however,  did  all  that  in  his- 
powcr  lay,  to  put  the  fleet  into  a  good  condition,  and  be- 
lieving, that  the  Dutch  would  not  be  long  before  they  en- 
deavoured to  make  ufe  of  their  advantages,  he  went  on 
board  The  Royal  Sovereign  in  the  evening  of  the  3'*  of  Juniy 
where  he  went  not  to  bed  all  night  •».  His  forefight  was 
very  requifite  j  for  on  the  4"'  in  the  morning,  the  Dutch 
fleet,  by  this  time,  at  leaft  as  ftrong  as  the  confederates, 
bore  down  upon  them  as  faft  as  the  wind  would  permit. 
Sir  Edward  Spragge  had  fo  little  notion  of  their  fighting, 
that  taking  the  brave  earl  of  OJfory^  his  rear-admiral,  with 
him,  he  went  in  his  boat  on  board  the  admiral ;  which  lofl: 
a  great  deal  of  time.  As  for  prince  Rupert,  he  was  fo 
much  in  earned,  that  finding  his  (hip's  crew,  which  was 
but  indifferent,  raifed  his  anchors  very  flowly,  he  ordered 
his  cables  to  be  cut,  that  he  might  make  hafte  to  meet  the 
Dutch.  Count  ePEJireei,  with  the  White  fquadron,  be- 
trayed no  fuch  great  willingnefs  to  fight,  as  both  our  own 
and  the  Dutch  writers  agree ;  but  kept  as  much  as  might 
be  out  of  harm's  way.  At  laft,  about  five  in  thef  evening, 
Spragge  and  Tromp  engaged  with  great  fury.    As  for  </# 

,,  Ruytert 


*■■  Bafnage  annales  des  provinces  unies,   vol.  ii.  p.  415.     Le 
Clerc,  torn  iii.  p.  441 .    De  Neuville,  Kenqet,  Columna  rollraUi^' 
Rapin.  »>  An  cxadl  relation  of  the  actions  of  the  fleet.  Sec. 
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Ruyter^  he  (hewed  at  firft  a  delign  of  coming  to  a  clofe 
engagement  with  the  prince :  but  before  he  came  within 
mufket-fhot,  he  tacked  and  bore  away;  whence  it  was 
concluded,  that  he  had  fuffered  fome  confiderable  damage. 
Spragge^  in  the  mean  time,  had  forced  Ttdmp  to  ihcer  off. 
He  then  fell  into  vice-admiral  Siveer's  divifion,  which  he 
foon  put  into  confufion ;  and  had  a  third  engagement  with 
Trompy  wherein  he  (hot  down  his  flag.  The  battle  lafted 
till  between  ten  and  eleven  at  night,  and  then  the  Dutcl^ 
ftood  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  fo  it  ended  ^ 

Bo  T  H  (ides  claimed  the  victory  as  before.  Prince  Ru^ 
pert,  in  his  letter  to  the  earl  of  Arlington,  fays  exprefly, 
that  he  purjued  the  TM.chfrom  two  till  fix  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  feeing  no  likelihood  of  reaching  them,  before  theji 
got  within  their  fands,  thought  a  farther  purfuit  necdlefsi 
He  likewife  adds,  that  they  went  away  in  great  difirder^ 
though  he  could  not  tell  certainly  what  lofs  they  ha4  received^ 
This  is  not  altogether  irreconcileable  to  de  Ruyter's  letter, 
wherein  he  alfo  claims  the  yi^pry.  The  next  day  (fays  he) 
we  faw  the  enemies  were  gone,  and  doubt  not  but  they  made 
to  the  Thames;  we  fatisfied  ourfelves  with  purfuing  them 
half  way,  and  then  returned  to  our  former  fiation  \  In 
the  fame  letter,  however,  he  owns,  that  they  beg^n  their 
Iretreat  as  foon  as  it  was  dark.  The  lofs  on  both  fides  vva& 
pretty  equal,  but  was  very  far  from  being  confiderable  on 
either.  Admiral  Fan  Itromp,  however,  was  fo  ill  fatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  vice-admiral  Sweers,  that  he  accufed 
him  to  the  fiat es: ".    Some  of  the  Dutch  and  Frencf^  wr^- 

teri 


'  Bafnage  annates  des  provinces  anieS|  vol.  ii.  p-  417-  Vie  de 
Ruytcr,  p.  593.  De  Neuville,  Kennet,  Echard,  Rapin.  *  Ken- 
ttet*s  compleat  hiftory  oi  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  323.  '  ^dfnagc, 
je  Clcrc,  vie  de  Troinp. 
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ters  pretend,  that  prince  Rupert  did  net  diftinguifli  himfelf 
on  that  occafion,  as  he  ufed  to  do ;  for  which  tht^y  fuggrH 
reafons  void  of  all  foundation  '.  The  truth  is,  the  prince 
was  for  fighting  the  enemy  again ;  but  it  was  carried  in  z 
council  of  war,  to  fail  for  the  Englijb  coail,  in  order  to 
obtain  fupplies,  as  well  of  ammunition  as  proviiion ;  througb 
want  of  which,  a  great  many  captains  complained  loudly. 
Befides,  the  fleet  was  fo  poorly  manned,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  land-forces  on  board,  they  could  not  have 
fought  at  all :  and  thefe  being  for  the  moft  part  new-raifed 
men,  we  need  not  wonder  they  did  not  behave  fo  well  as 
our  old  feafoned  failors  were  wont  to  do.  On  the  8'''  of 
June,  the  fleet  arrived  at  the  Bwty  in  the  Norty  and  on  the 
I4'^  prince  Rupert  went  to  Londo,\  \n  order  to  give  the 
king  an  account  of  the  condition  things  w^^re  in,  and  to 
prefs  for  fuch  neceflary  fupplies  as  might  enable  him  tp  put 
to  fea  again  without  delay  «. 

The  Dutchy  in  the  mean  time,  to  countenance  the 
pretences  they  made  after  the  two  lafl:  battles  to  victory, 
and  (which  was  of  much  greater  confequence)  to  raife  the 
fpirits  of  thb  people,  at  fuch  a  conjundure,  when  the  ve- 
ry being  of  the  republic  was  at  ftake,  gave  out,  that  their 
fleet  fliould  fpeedily  put  to  fea  again,  and  attempt  fome 
great  thing.  Infulting  the  Englijh  coalt  was  fometime^ 
talked  of,  and  then  again,  the  lofles  they  had  lately  fuf- 
tained  from  the  French^  induced  them  to  think  of  revenge 
on  that  flde,  and  taking  fome  maritime  town  in  France^ 
which  might  oblige  king  Lewis  to  abandon  the  iiege  of 
Maefiricbt^  or  incline  him  to  give  it  up  by  way  of  ex- 
change,. 


'  Bafnage,  hiftoire  de  France  pat  P.  Daniel.       s  An  exaft  re* 

lation,  &c.  p.  io«  11. 
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change.  But  while  they  were  amuling  themfelves  and  d* 
Ruyter  with  thefe  propofals,  they  were  informed  that  Maef- 
tricht  was  already  talcen,  and  that  the  combined  fleet  was 
likewife  ready  to  put  to  Tea;  fo  that  all  thefe  grand  fchemes 
vaniflicd  at  once,  and  they  were  forced  to  attend  10  their 
old  bufinefs  of  defending  their  own  coafts,  and  prote^ing 
their  commerce  *. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  July,  prince  Ru- 
pert was  at  fea,  having  on  board  the  troops  intended  for  a 
defcent,  which  was  ftill  prefled  by  the  authors  of  the  war  '• 
His  highnefs  arrived  on  the  Dutch  coafts  on  the  21  ft  of  the 
laft  mentioned  month,  and  declining  an  engagement,  flood 
along  the  fhore,  in  order  to  Hnd  an  opportunity  for  debark- 
ing his  troops.  On  the  9th  of  Augujl^  he  took  a  Dutch 
Eqft-India  (hip  richly  laden.  This  induced  de  Ruyter  to 
fight ;  and,  therefore,  he  immediately  bore  down  upon  the 
Engli^  fleet.  As  foon  as  his  highnefs  perceived  it,  he 
commanded  the  French  a  particular  courfe,  and  had  there- 
by an  opportunity  of  difcerning  what  he  was  to  expert 
from  them  in  a  time  of  action.  They  lay  by  twice  that 
night }  flrft  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  prince  fent  to 
count  d*E/lrees  to  order  him  to  make  fail,  which  he  did 
till  about  one  o'clock,  and  then  laid  his  fail  to  the  mail: 
again,  which  gave  a  fecond  (top  to  the  fleet,  and  obliged 
the  prince  to  fend  him  another  mefl*age.  Thefe  del  lys 
gave  the  Dutch  admiral  an  opportunity  of  gaining  the 
wind,  which  he  did  not  negledt ;  but  early  on  the  1 1'*  of 
Jugu/l,  bore  down  upon  the  confederates,  as  if  he  meant 
to  force  them  to  a  battle,  upon  which  his  highnefs  thought 


^  Bafnageannales  des  provinces  unies,  vol.  ii.  p.  418.  LeClerc, 
dc  Neuville,  du  Mont,  vie  de  Ruyter.  '  Philip's  chronicle,  p* 
592-    Kennet,  Borchet,  Coliunna  roftrata,  Rapia. 
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fii  to  tack,  and  thereby  brought  the  fleet  into  good  order. 
He  put  the  French  in  the  van,  himfelf  in  the  centre,  and 
Sir  Edward  Spragge  in  the  rear }  and  in  this  difpofition  the 
French  lay  fair  to  get  the  wind  of  the  enemy,  which,  how- 
ever, they  negleflcd  ''.  The  Engli/b  fleet  confifted  of  a- 
bout  .fixiy  men  of  war  and  frigates,  the  French  of  thirty, 
and  the  Dutch  of  fevenly  or  thereabouts ;  fo  that  the  roy- 
al fleets  were  indifputably  fuperior  to  that  of  the  republic '. 

D  E  Ruyter^  bearing  down  with  his  fleet  in  three  fqua- 
djons,  prepared  to  attack  the  prince  himfelf,  while  Tromp 
engaged  Spragge  and  the  Blue  fquadron,  in  which  the  En- 
gUJh  admiral  obliged  him,  by  laying  his  fore-top-fail  to  his 
maft,  in  order  to  ftay  fur  him,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  or- 
der of  the  prince.  This  fondnefs  for  a  point  of  honour, 
proved  fatal  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  difadvantageous  to  the 
fleet.  Bfl'iert,  with  his  Zeland  fquadron,  Qiould  have  en- 
gaged tht  JVhitey  commanded  by  d'EJirees  \  but,  it  feems, 
the  Dutch  underftuod  their  temper  better  than  to  give 
themfelves  much  trouble  about  them,  for  Bankert  content- 
ed himfelf  with  fending  eight  men  of  war  and  three  fire- 
ihips  to  attack  the  rear-admiral  de  Martel,  who  feemed  to 
be  the  only  man  that  had  any  real  delign  to  fight ;  and  then 
the  reft  of  the  Zeland  fqnadron  united  themldves  to  de 
Ruyter^  and  fell  together  upon  prince  Rupert  • . 

R  r  A  R-admiral  de  Martel,  being  left  not  only  by  the 
body  of  the  French  fleet,  but  even  by  the  captains  of  his 
-own  diviflon,  was  attacked  by  five  Dutch  ihips  at  once. 

Hq 


^  An  exufl  relation  of  the  actions  of  the  Englifli  fleet  under 
ihe  command  of  prince  Rupert,  p.  13.  Philips.  Kennct,  Bur* 
chet,  Columna  roflrata.  '  Bafnage,  le  Clerc,  Leven  van 

Tromp.  ^  An  exaft  relation,  8(C.  p.  14.    Bafnage,  viede 

Ruyter. 


Of  king  CHARLES  II.        317 

Me  fod^t  them  for  two  hours,  and  that  with  fuch  cou- 
nge  and  fuccefs,  that  having  difabled  one,  the  reft  were 
glad  to  flieer  off,  and  he  rejoined  the  M^Ati  fquadronj 
where  expoftulating  with  the  captains  of  his  own  divifion, 
for  deferting  hinj  <b  bafcly,  they  told  him  plainly,  they  had 
orders  from  the  admiral,  n6t  to  obfcrve  his  motions :  and, 
indeed,  after  he  was  in  the  fleet,  though  fome  opportuni- 
ties offered,  he  thought  of  fighting  no  more,  and  on  his 
return  to  France^  was  fent  to  the  Bajiile  for  what  he  had 
done". 

"  The  battle  between  de  Ruyter  zvid  the  ^^ifquadron, 
began  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  a  multitude 
of  circumdances  concurred  to  threaten  the  Englijh  admiral 
with  inevitable  ruin.  The  French,  not  fatisfied  with  be- 
ing, mecr  fpedators  of  a  very  unequal  comhat  from  the  be- 
ginning, fuffered  the  (hips  which  had  attacked  de  Martel^ 
to  pafs  quietly  to  their  own  fleet  j  fo  that  now,  de  Ruyter*s 
and  Bankert^s  fquadrons  were  both  upon  the  Red.  Sir  Ed" 
ward  Spragge,  intent  on  his  perfonal  quarrel  with  Van 
Tromp,  had  fallen  to  the  Leeward  feveral  leagues  with  the 
Blue  fquadron,  and  to  compleat  prince  Ruperfs  misfor- 
tune, the  enemy  found  means  to  intercept  his  own  rear- 
admiral.  Sir  John  Chicheley  with  his  divifion  j  fo  that  by 
noon,  his  highnefs  was  wholly  fnrrounded  by  the  Dutcbj 
being  prefled  by  de  Ruyter  and  his  divificn  on  hislee-quartes 
an  admiral  with  two  flags  more  on  his  weather-quarter, 
and  the  Zeland  fquadron  on  his  broad-fide  to  windward. 
Thus  the  Dutch  wifely  employed  their  force  againfl:  the 

enemy 


"  The  relation  before- mentioned,  p.  15.  Philips,  Kennet,  Bur- 
chet,  Columna  rollrata,  &c.  We  (hall  examine  this  more  fully, 
whco  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  confcquences  of  this  battle. 
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enemy  that  would  fight,  and  took  no  more  notice  of  the 
Fnncb  fleet,  than  the  Fnntb  did  of  theni>  or  of  prince  Ru" 
ptrt\ 

Hjs  hlghnefs,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  difappointments,  be- 
haved with  fuch  intrepidity  -,  and  encouraged  all  his  officers 
fo  cffe^ually,  by  his  own  example,  that,  by  degrees,  he 
cleared  himiclf  of  his  enemies,  rejoined  Sir  John  Chicbelt^ 
and  by  two  o'clock,  had  time  to  think  of  the  Blut  fqua- 
dron,  which  was  now  at  three  leagues  dillance;  and  nof 
hearing  their  guns  well  plied,  he  made  all  the  fail  he  could 
towards  them,  in  order  to  unii:e  and  relieve  them.  Di 
RuyUr  perceivin^^  his  highnefs's  ciefign,  left  firing,  and  bore 
away  alfo  with  his  whole  fleet,  to  the  relief  of  Tromp ;  fo 
that  both  fleets  ran  down  fide  by  fide,  within  range  of  can- 
non (hot,  and  yet  without  firing  on  either  part.  About 
four,  the  prince  joined  the  Blue  fquadron,  which  he  found 
in  a  very  tattered  condition  ^  ' 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  Tromp^  in  Thi  Goldtn 
Lion,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  in  The  Royal  Prince^ 
fought  (hip  to  fhip.  The  Dutch  admiral,  however,  would 
not  come  to  a  clofe  fight,  which  gave  him  a  great  ad  van- 
tage ;  for  Spraggty  who  had  more  than  his  compliment  on 
board,  fuffered  much  by  the  enemies  cannon ;  and  having 
the  wind  and  fmoke  in  his  face,  could  not  make  fo  good 

ufe 


•  The  exaft  relation,  Ac.  In  thit  piece  we  have  not  only  the 
moll  authentic,  but,  I  believe,  the  only  authentic  account  of  this 
engacrment,  now  extant.  Prince  Rupert's  letters  were  ufually 
publimeJ,  Init  what  he  wrote  on  this  uccafton,  was  not  juJged  con- 
venient for  the  i^eoplc't  pcrufHl.  Tite  Dutch  narration*  were  cal- 
.uhtcd  to  fcrve  a  turn,  aiul  that  penned  by  M.  dc  Martel,  for 
the  information  of  the  French  king,  was,  for  many  good  roafons, 
fupprcircJ.  V  Philips,  Kennct,  liurchet,  Columna  rolirata, 

hiftory  of  the  Dutch  war. 
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ufe  of  his  own,  as  he  would  otherwire  have  done.    After 
three  hours  warm  fight,  Tht  Royal  Prince  was  fo  dl'*abled, 
that  Sir  Edward  was  forced  to  go  on  board  The  St,  George^ 
and  Tromp  quitted  his  Gciden  Lyen^  to  hoifl  his  flag  on 
board  The  Comet y  where  the  battle  was  renewed  with  in- 
credible fury.    The  great  aim  of  the  Dutch  admiral,  was 
to  take,  or  link  The  Royal  Prince ;  but  the  earl  of  OJfory^ 
and  Sir  John  Kempthorne^  together  with  Spragge  himfelf, 
fo  efTedually  protected  the  difabled  vellel,  that  none  of  the 
enemy's  fire-fliips  could  come  near  her,  though  this  was 
often  attempted.    At  lad,  Tfye  St.  Gw-ge^  being  terribly 
torn,  and  in  a  manner  difabled,  Sir  Edward  Spragge  de- 
iigned  to  go  on  board  a  third  fliip ;  but  before  he  was  got 
fix  boats  length,  a  (hot,  which  pafled  through  The  St, 
George^  took  his  boat ;  and  though  they  immediately  row- 
ed back,  yet,  before  they  could  get  within  reach  of  tbe 
ropes  that  were  thrown  out  from  The  St,  George,  the  boat 
funk,  arid  Sir  Edward  was  drowned  *>. 

When  prince  Rupert  drew  near  the  Blue  fquadron,  he 
found  the  admiral  difabled,  the  vice-admiral  lying  to  the 
windward,  mending  his  fails  and  rigging ;  the  rear-admiral 
a-ftern  of  The  Royal  Primoy  between  her  and  the  enemy^ 
bending  his  new  fails,  and  mending  liis  rigging.  The  firft 
thing  his  highnefs  did,  was  to  fend  two  frigates,  to  take 
The  Royal  Prince  in  low.  He  then  ftecred  in  between  the 
enemy  and  the  lame  diips,  and  perceiving  that  Tromp  had 
tacked,  and  was  coming  down  again  upon  the  Blue  fqua* 
dron,  he  made  a  Hgnal  for  all  the  (hips  of  that  fquadron  to 
join  him :  but  it  was  in  vain  i  for  except  the  two  flags. 

Sir 


^  Bafnage,  annates  des  provincen  unies,   vol.  ti.  p.  420. 
Clerc.  torn.  iii.  p.  343.    Vc  Neuville,  torn  iv.  p.  204. 
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Sir  John  Ktmpthorniy  and  the  carl  of  OJftry^  there  was  not 
one  in  a  condition  to  move.  Still  the  French  looked  on 
with  all  the  coolnefs  imaginablei  and  notwithftahding  the 
prince  put  out  the  Bluf  flag  upon  the  mizen-peek,  which 
was  the  fignal  to  attack,  U\  down  in  the  general  inftruc^ 
tions  for  fighting,  and  known,  not  ci^ly  to  all  the  EngHJb 
captains,  but  alfo  to  thofe  of  the  Jfhite^  fquadron,  yet  they 
ftill  remained  inactive.  But  to  give  fome  kind  of  colour  to 
his  conduA,  the  count  d^EJirees^  after  the  battle  was  in  a 
manner  over,  fent  to  know  what  this  fignal  meant '. 

About  five  in  the  evening,  de  Ruyter^  with  all  his 
flags  and  fleet,  came  clofe  up  with  the  prince^  and  theti 
began  a  very  (harp  engagement ;  his  highnefs  had  none  to 
fecond  him,  but  the  vice  and  rear  of  the  Blue-y  Sir  John  Har* 
many  captain  Dav'n^  and  captain  Stouty  of  his  own  dlVi- 
fioni  Sir  John  Holmes  in  The  Rupert ^  captain  Legge  in  Thi 
Royal  Katherine^  Sir  John  Berry  in  the  Refolutiony  SiJ 
John  Ernie  in  The  Henry ^  Sir  Roger  Strickland  in  The  Ma* 
ry,  and  captain  Carter  in  The  Crown ;  in  all,  about  thir- 
teen (hips.  The  engagement  was  very  clofe  and  bloody^ 
':ill  about  feven  o'clock,  when  his  highnefs  forced  the 
Dutch  fleet  into  great  diforder,  and  fent  in  two  fire-fh:ps  a- 
mongft  them,  to  encreafe  it;  at  the  fam:  time^  making  i 

fignai 


'  An  exad  relation,  &c.  p.  18,  9.  where  it  is  affirmed,  that 
count  d*£ilrees  fent  this  mefiage  after  night  had  parted  the  fleets. 
The  officer,  who  wrote  that  account,  fays  very  judicioufly,  that 
the  fending  to  enquire  the  meaning  of  the  fignal,  was  cunningly 
done :  but  one  of  de  Ruyter^s  failors  feems  to  have  had  as  much 
penetration  as  the  French  miniftry  had  artifice ;  for  upon  one  of 
his  companions  afking  him*  what  the  French  meant  by  keeping  at 
fuch  a  diftance,  ivhy,  youfoolt  faid  he,  they  have  hired  the  Engiifh 
to  fight  for  them,  and  all  their  hufinefs  here^  is^  to  fee  that  they  earrf 
their  wages-  So  tranfparent  to  honeft  men,  are  the  boafted  poli- 
tics of  this  court  \ 
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iignal  for  the  French  to  bear  dowrij  which,  if  they  had 
done,  a  total  defeat  muft  have  followed.    But,  as  they 
took  no  notice  of  it,  and  the  prince  faw  that  moft  of  his 
(hips  were  in  no  condition  to  keep  the  fea  long,  he  wifely  , 
provided  for  their  fafety,  by  making  eafy  fail  towards  our 
own  coafts '.  This  battle  ended  as  doubtful  as  the  reft  j  for 
the  Dutch  claimed  the  vidlory  now,  as  they  did  before,  and 
with  as  much  reafon.    The  truth  is,  it  feems,  to  have 
been  a  drawn  battle;  fince  the  Dutch ^  notwithftanding  all 
their  advantages,  did  not  take  or  fink  one  Englijh  mar.  of  ' 
war,  and  killed  but  two  captains^  Sir  William  Reeves  and 
captain  Havardy  befides  the  gallant  Sir  Edward  Spragge^ 
and  no  great  number  of  private  men.     On  their  fide  they  /, 
loft  two  vice-admirals,  Sweers  and  Lie/de  j  three  captains, 
and  about  one  thoufand  private  men.     The  benefit,  in- 
deed, they  drew  from  this  battle,  was  great  j  for  they  o-    . 
pened  their  ports,  which  before  the  battle,  were  entirely 
blocked  up,  and  put  an  end  to  all  thoughts  of  an  inva< 
fion.  ^ 

It  would  be  unjuft  to  conclude  this  account  of  the  laft 
battle  fought  in  this  laft  Dutch  war,  without  taking  parti« 
cular  notice  c.  the  grounds  upon  which  I  have  reprefent- 
cd  the  condudt  of  the  French  in  fo  bad  a  light.  I  muft,  in 
the  firft  places  declare,  that  I  have  no  intent  to  afperfe  ihi^ 
nation  in  general,  much  lefs  to  injure  the  particular  cha- 
radler  of  the  noblj  perfon  who  commanded,  and  who  af- 
terwards gave  fignal  proofs  of  his  true  courage  and  able 
conduit  as  a  fca-ofiicer,  as  in  this  engagement,  he  gave  the 
Vol.  II;      '  y  higheft 


Kenncti 


•  Philip's  continuation  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  593. 
Echard,  Burchet.  Raoin.       *   Bafnage  annalcs  de  provinces  unjes, 
vol.  ii.   p.  420.  Le  Clerc^    wni.   iii.   p.  345.     Qiiincy,    to.-n.  i. 
P-  359- 
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higheft  demonftration  of  his  fteadinefs  in  obeying  orders. 
Thofe  I  blame,  are  fuch  as  drew  up  his  inftrudions,  and 
confequently  were  anfwerable  for  his  behaviour.  The 
French  were,  and  are,  a  brave  nation ;  but  it  has  been  their 
great  misfortune  to  fuflfer  by  perfidious  miniftersj,  who 
have  broke  their  national  faith,  both  in  war  and  peace,  fo 
often,  that  it  is  in  a  manner  become  proverbial,  like  the 
Fides  Punica  of  old.  For  the  truth  of  what  I  have  ad* 
vanced  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  have  the  teftimony  of  friends 
and  enemies,  nay  of  themfelves  too,  which  I  think  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  put  the  matter  out  of  doubt.  Their  behaviour 
was  complained  of  by  prince  Rupert^  in  fuch  Itrong  terms, 
that  his  letter  was  fupprefTed ;  though  at  other  times  his 
accounts,  which  were  coni^antly  very  plain  and  very 
modefl,  were  inflantly  publiflied ".  All  the  Dutch  writers 
agree  in  giving  the  fame  account  '^  i  and,  indeed,  if  they 
did  not,  the  condudl  of  their  admirals  might  fufficiently 
jullify  their  fenfe  of  the  thing,  fincc  it  is  impof5ble  to  con- 
ceive that  admiral  Banker t  would  have  fent  eight  fmall 
ihips  to  attack  a  fquadron  of  thirty  large  ones,  if  firom 
their  former  conduct,  and  their  countenance  then,  he  had 
not  been  well  allured  that  fighting  was  not  much  their 
bufinefs.  Laftly,  poor  admiral  Martel,  who  was  too 
much  a  man  of  honour  to  be  in  the  French  minifter?  fe- 
crets,  wrote  a  fair  relation  of  the  battle,  and  fent  it  to  :h;; 
French  court,  concluding  with  thefe  words.  "  That  if 
*'  count  d*EJireei  would  have  fallen  in  with  a  fair  wind 
•*  upon  de  Ruyter  and  Baniert,  at  their  firft  engaging, 

when  in  numbers  they  much  exceeded    the  prince; 

they  mud  of  necefHty  have  been  enclofed  between  his 

**  highnefs 


"  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  24.3.  Secret  hiftory  of  Europe,  hiflory 
ef  the  Dutch  war.        Z  ^aiiipge,  k  C:«rc,  vie  de  Ruyter,  &c. 


<c 


(C 


ties  m 
again 
three 
were  ft 
PartiM. 


^r. 


Of  King  CHARLES  II.  323 

«<  h/ghnefs  and  ^EJireesy  and  fo  the  enemy  would  have 
••  been  entirely  defeated  *.** 

Soon  after  this  battle,  the  Englijh  returned  into  the 
Thames^  and  the  French  fqu^dron,  about  the  middle  of 
September^  failed  home  \  but  fuffered  fo  much  by  a  ftorm, 
that  it  was  the  middle  of  November  before  they  reached 
Brejl,  When  prince  Rupert  returned  to  court,  he  joined 
his  reprefentations  to  thofe  of  other  worthy  patriots,  who 
were  defirous  that  peace  (hould  be  reftored,  to  which  the 
king  was  now  no  longer  averfe.  There  had,  through  the 
mediation  of  Sweden^  been  fo.  le  conferences  held  at  Co* 
hgne  J  but  they  had  not  proved  fo  efFedtual  as  was  expedt- 
cd.  The  StateS'Generol  alfo  had  written  to  his  majefty, 
but  in  terms  that,  inltead  of  making  things  better,  had 
rather  widened  the  breach.  After  this  battle,  however, 
they  condefcended  to  write  another  letter,  wherein  they 
(hewed  their  earneft  defire  of  peace,  and  their  true  fenfe 
of  the  obftacles  which  had  hitherto  retarded  it.  In  this 
letter  they  fpoke  very  freely  to  the  king  of  his  minifters, 
and  of  his  ally  ;  they  (hi^wed  him  how  glorious,  as  well  as 
bow  advantageous  a  Itep,  a  feparate  peace  muft  prove,  which 
would  give  umbrage  only  to  the  French^  and  content  all 
Europe  befides :  and  further  to  incline  his  majefty  to  this, 
they  fuggefted  the  bafe  behaviour  of  his  allies  in  the  lat« 
fea-fights,  and  the  offer  made  them  by  France,  of  a  fepa- 
rate peace,  without  any  refpe6t  had  to  his  majefty.  Thefe, 
with  the  propounding  of  fair  conditions,  had  fuch  weight 
.-     „    .    ■  Y  2        .    ,  with 


~  Exa£l  relation,  &.  p.  1 7.  P.  Daniel  flurs  over  all  thefe  bat- 
tles in  his  hlAoire  de  la  Milice  Francoife,  torn.  ii.  p.  489.  and 
again  in  his  hiiloire  de  Prance,  torn.  x.  p.  cxi,  he  crowds  all 
three  battles  into  a  paragraph  of  fo  many  lines,  and  fays,  they 
were  fought  with  litUe  order,  and  foiall  regard  to  reputation  by  all 
parties.  ' 
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with  the  king,  that  he  propofed  the  terms  offered,  to  his 
paiiiamenr,  and  on  their  paffing  a  vote,  humbly  defiring 
bint  to  proceed  in  a  treaty  ivith  the  States,  in  order  to  a 
fpcedy  peaccy  he  diredcd  fir  Willinm  Temple  to  negotiate  it 
with  the  marquifs  del  Freftio^  the  SpaniJJj  embaflador,  who 
was  provided  with  full  powers  from  the  States-General  for 
that  purpofe,  and  at  thrce-mcctings  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded and  llgned  to  tlic  muiual  fatisfaition  of  both  par- 
lies y. 

While  this  treaty  was  negotiating  at  home,  there  hap-  • 
pened  an  accident  in  the  Mediterranean^  which,  though  of 
Utile  confequence  in  itfeU,  yet  from  certain  circumftances 
that  attended  it,  deferves  to  be  recorded.  The  Dutch  ad- 
miral EvertZj  being  in  thofe  feas  with  his  fquadron,  it 
happened  that  captain  de  JVit  in  a  man  of  war,  called  the 
SchacrlaeSy  which  carried  thirty-fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  men,  met  with  captain  Harman,  in 
the  Tygery  a  fmall  Englijh  frigate,  which  had  been  careen- 
ing Til  Tangier y  and  came  with  him  into  th';  harbour  of 
Cadiz y  where  the  Dutchman  alfo  careened.  The  Spani' 
ards  jefting  with  captain  de  Ji^tt,  and  telling  him  that  he  , 
durfl;  not  fight  the  Englijh  captain,  and  that  this  made 
them  fo  good  friends;  admiral  Evertz  heard  it,  and  there- 
upon told  de  U'^ity  that  he  muO,  for  the  honour  of  his  na- 
tion, challenge  captain  Harman.  He  did  fo,  and  his  ad. 
mira!  lent  him,  that  he  might  come  off  with  glory,  fixty 
mariners,  and  feventy  foldiers.  Captain  Harman  had  but 
one  hundred  cighty-forr  men  in  all ;  however,  at  a  days 
notice  he  Itood  to  Tea,  and  fairly  engaged  the  Dutch  fri- 
gate in  fight  of  the  town.    Their  (hips  were  within  piftol 
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(hot  before  either  of  them  fired ;  and  then  captain  Har-    , 
w/J«'s  broadfide  brought  the  Dutchman*^  main-maft  by  the 
board,  and  killed  and  wounded  him  fourfcore  men.    The 
Englijh  captain  followed  his  advantage,  entered  the  enemy 
with  his  refolute  crew,  and  became  mailer  of  the  fliip  in 
an  hour's  time ;  but  (he  was  quite  difablcd,  and  had  one 
hundred  and  forty  men  in  her  killed  and  wounded.    The 
Engl'ijh  had  only  nine  killed  and  fifteen  wounded  ;  amongft 
whom  was,  their  brave  captain,  by  a  mulket-ftot,  which 
Went  in  at  his  left  eye,  and  out  between  the  ear  and  the 
jawbone ;  of  which  wound  he  was  well  cured,  and  lived 
feveral  years  after*.    Thus  the  maritime  powers,  though' 
their  intereft  was,  and  mull  ever  be,  the  fame,  did  their 
utmoft,  from  falfe  notions  of  honour,  to  deftroy  each  o- 
ther,  and  anfwer  the  ends  of  their  common  enemy,  'till 
the  voice  of  the  people  both  in  England  and  Holland^  rouz- 
cd  their  governors  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  common  danger, 
and  procured  thereby  an  alliance  which  has  lalted  ever 
fince. 

This  treaty  of  peace  wasfigncd  at  London y  February  the 
9th,  1674,  and  thereby  thofe  differences  were  all  adjulled, 
which  had  fo  often,  and  fo  long,  difturbedboth  ftates*. 
In  the  firll  place,  the  bufinefs  of  the  flag  was  regulated 
according  to  the  king's  fenfe  of  his  rights,  which  the  ^tatez 
till  now  would  never  admit.  In  their  treaty  with  Crom- 
well^ they  did  indeed  llipulate,  that  their  (hips  (hould  fa- 
lute  the  Englijh ;  but  then  this  was  exprefled  in  fuch  loofe 
terms,  as  afforded  the  Dutch  ronm  to  fuggelt,  that  the  do- 
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'  Phihys  continuation  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p,  595.  »  Life 
of  fir  William  Temple,  p.  200.  Kennet's  complete  hiftory  of 
England,  vol*  iii.  p.  326.  See  alfo  the  piopofuls  from  the  States- 
General  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  prinietl  b)  authority  167  vi 
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5ng  it  was  no  more  than  a  point  of  civility.  As  the  tret-' 
ties  of  1662,  1667,  and  1668,  were  all  in  a  manner  built 
on  this  foundation,  the  cafe  had  been  hitherto  the  fame, 
and  aflerted  fo  to  be  by  the  States :.  but  now  the  thing 
'was  put  out  of  difpute,  and  what  was  before  (tiled  courte- 
fy,  was  here  confeiled  to  be  a  right ;  the  extent  of  the 
Britijh  feas  were  particularly  mentioned,  and  the  Statts 
undertook,  that  not  only  feparate  (hips,  but  whole  fleets 
Ihould  flrike  their  fails  to  any  fleet  or  fingle  (hip  carrying 
the  king's  flag,  as  the  cuftom  was  in  the  days  of  his  an« 
ceftors  •».  The  Eaji- India  trade  was  Mkewife  fettled,  fo 
as  to  prevent  fublequent  difputes,  and  leave  neither  party 
at  liberty  to  encroach  on  the  other.  As  to  lefler  matters, 
commifTioners  were  to  meet  on  both  fides  at  London  to  de- 
cide them  ;  and  in  cafe  they  did  not  agree  in  the  fpace  of 
three  months,  then  the  queen  of  Spain  w^  to  arbitrate. 
Such  of  the  planters  as  had  been  retrained  by  the  Dutch 
at  Surinam,  were  to  be  left  at  their  full  liberty  to  retire, 
if  they  thought  fit,  with  their  effedls.  Places  taken  on 
both  fides  were  by  this  treaty  to  be  reftored,  and  the 
States-General  were  to  pay  his  majefty,  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand  patacoons  at  four  payments  -,  the  firfl  immediately  af- 
ter the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  and  the  other  three  by 
annual  payments.  By  a  particular  treaty  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  Englifl)  regiments  in  the  F^rencb  fervice  (hould  be 
fuficred  to  wear  out  for  want  of  recruits;  and  by  a  fecret 
article  it  was  fettled,   that  neither  ikle  (hould  affift  the 
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*>  The  whole  of  this  matter  is  very  judicioofly  explained  by 
bifhop  Parker,  in  his  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  p,  158.  and  the 
entire  article  is  to  be  ^ound  in  t\e  propofals  made  by  the  ftates 
themfelves ;  wnich  (hews  how  great  a  point  was  carried  in  the 

concluding  this  treaty^ 


'  is  proper 
William  I 
Wmmitt^ 
furer  LaJ 
the  duke  f 
Jington, 
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enemies  of  the  other  by  land  or  Tea'.  We  may  guefs 
how  acceptable  this  treaty  was  to  the  States^  by  the  pre- 
fent  made  to  the  Spani/b  ambaflador  for  negotiating  it^ 
which  was  fixteen  thousand  crowns,  and  the  gratification 
of  fix  thoufand  which  wero  given  to  don  Bernardo  de  Sa^ 
Unas  "*,  Thus  ended  the  laft  of  our  Dutch  wars,  which, 
though  made  againft  the  interelt  and  will  of  the  people, 
terminated  highly  to  their  advantage ;  whereas  the  former 
war,  though  it  was  begun  at  the  inftance  of  the  nation, 
ended  but  indifferently :  fo  little  correfpondence  is  there 
between  the  grounds  and  ifiues  of  things. 

The  Cor/airs  of  Tripoli  having  for  fome  time  committed 
great  outrages  on  the  EngUJh  trade,  fir  John  Nar borough 
was  fent  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1675,  to  reduce 
them  to  reafon.  The  14th  of  January  following,  fir 
Jehn  came  before  the  place,  and  having  blocked  up  the 
port  in  the  night,  fo  that  no  (hip  could  go  in  or  come 
out,  he  manned  all  his  boats,  and  fent  them  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant  Shove/  (afterwards  fir  Cloudtjly,  the 
famous  admiral)  into  the  harbour,  where  he  fcizcd  the 
guard-ihlp,  and  afterwards  burnt  the  following  veileh, 
which  were  all  that  lay  at  that  time  in  the  harbour,  viz, 
the  White  Eagle  crowned^  a  fifty-gun  fliipj  the  Look- 
ing-Gla/s,  which  carried  fix  and  thirty  j  the  Santa  Cbnj,  - 

Y  4  '         ot 

*  I  take  what  I  have  here  given  the  reader  from  a  very  accu- 
rate and  authentic  writer,  who  has  left  us  the  beil  pcli:ical  ir.c  : 
moirs  of  Europe  that  are  extent :  I  mean  the  Sieiir  d-j  Mon:  in 
his  memoirs  pour  Servir  a  la  hilloire  de  la  Paix  de  Ryfwicic, 
torn.  ii.  p.  272,  &c.  *  Bafnage,  Le  Clerc,  de  Neuville.     It 

is  proper  to  obfervet  that  though  the  treaty  was  nej^otiattd  by  fir 
William  Temple,  it  was  not  figned  by  him,  but  by  rht-  foilovvinp; 
committee  of  council,  viz.  the  lord- keeper  Finch,  the  lord  trea- 
furer  Latimer,  (afterwards  earl  of  Danby,  and  duke  of  Leeds) 
the  duke  of  monmouth,  the  duke  of  Ormonde,  the  carl  of  Ai- 
lington,  and  fecretary  Covcniry. 
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of  twenty-four;  and  a  French   veflel  of  twenty:   aft«* 
which  he    fafely  returned  to  the  fleet  without   the  lofs 
Qi  fo  much  as  one  man.    This  extraordinary  adlion  ilruck 
the  Tripolii^ei  with  amazement,  and  made  them  inftantly 
fue  fcr  peace ;  which,  however,  did  not  immediately  take 
place,  becaufe  they  abfolutely  rcfufed  to  make  good  the 
lofles  fuftaincd  by  the  Englijh.     Sir  John  thereupon  can- 
nonaded the  town,  and  finding  that  ineffedlual,  landed  a 
body  of  men  about  twenty  leagues  from  thence,  and  burnt 
a  v.ift  magazine  of  timber,  which  was  to  have  ferved 
for  the  building  of  (hips.     When  all  this  failed  of  reduc-^ 
ing  thefe  people,  fir  John  failed  to  Malia,  and  after  re- 
maining there  for  fome  time,  returned  fuddenly  upon  the 
enemy,  and  diftrefled  them  fo  much,  that  they  were  glad 
to  fubmit  to  a  peace  on  the  terms  prefcribed «.     Soon  after 
the  conclufion  of  this  treaty,  fome  of  their  Gorfairs  re- 
turning into  port,  not  only  exprefled  a  great  diflike  thereto, 
but  adually  expelled  the  Dey  for  making  it,  and  began 
to  take  all  Englijh  ibips  as  before.     Sir  John  being  ftill  in 
the  Miditierranean,  and  haying  notice  of  what  pailed, 
(uddenly  appeared  with  eight  frigates  before  Tripoli^  an4 
began  with  fuch  violence  to  "batter  the  place,  that  the  in-t 
habitants  were  glad  once  more  to  renew  the  peace,  and 
to  deliver  up  the  authors  of  the  kte  difturbance  to  condign 
punifliment'. 

In  1679,  we  had  fome  differences  with  the  Algerinei 
on  account  of  their  making  prize  of  Englijh  (hips,  under 
pretence  that  they  were  not  furni(hed  with  proper  pafles. 
Upon  this,  fir  John  Narborough  was  fent  with  a  fquadron 
to  demand  fatisfa<5tion ;  which  he  procured  as  it  muft  al- 
ways 


e  Rennet's  compleat  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  lii.  p.  336.  Bur- 
gher, Coiumna  Roilrata.       '[  Columna  Rollrata,  p.  2C2. 
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Wys  be  procured  by  dint  of  force.  This  peace,  however, 
c}id  not  lafl  long,  for  in  a  year  or  two  they  committed 
the  like  outrages :  upon  which  commodore  Herbert,  after- 
wards fo  well  known  to  the  world  by  the  title  of  earl  of 
Torrington,  went  thither  with  a  few  (hips,  and  compelled 
them  to  make  fatisfadtion  for  what  was  pafled,  and  to 
give  the  ftrongeft  affuranccs  of  their  afting  in  another 
manner  for  the  future.  This  expedition  which  was  per- 
fprmed  in  1682,  proved  the  lad  in  this  reign  ^. 

There  is  yet  one  tran.jflion  more  which  calls 
for  our  notice,  and  that  is,  the  demolition  of  the  ftrong 
fortrefs  of  Tangier,  We  have  already  ftiewed  how  that 
place  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Englijh,  and  what  pains 
M''ere  taken  to  preferve  it.  In  the  fpace  of  twenty  years 
it  coft  the  nation  an  immenfe  fum  of  money  j  and  yet 
many  doubted,  all  things  confidered,  whether  it  was  of 
any  real  ufe  to  us  or  not.  When  we  firft  hid  it,  the 
harbour  was  very  dangerous ;  to  remedy  which  there  was 
a  fine  mole  run  out  at  a  vail  expence.  Several  focieties  or 
copartnerfhips,  which  undertook  to  perfedl  this  work,  raifed 
great  fums  for  that  purpofe,  and  mifcarried.  At  laft,  how- 
ever, all  difficulties  were  in  a  manner  overcome,  and  this 
worfe  finiflied  to  fuch  a  heigth,  that  it  might  be  faid  to 
vie  with  thofe  of  the  Romans,  But  the  houfe  of  cora- 
ipons  in  1680  having  expreJed  a  diilike  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  garrifon  kept  there,  which  they  fufpedled  to 
be  no  better  than  a  nurfery  for  a  popifh  army  i  and  dis- 
covering withal  no  dcfire  of  providing  for  it  any  longer, 
the  king  began  to  entertain  thoughts  pf  quitting  it,  and 
bringing  Jiome  his  forces  from  thence.    He  endeavoured  to 
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keep  this  as  fecret  is  poflible  ;  however,  the  lord  Jrling' 
ton  is  raid  to  have  given  fome  hint  of  his  majefty's  inten- 
tion to  the  Portugutzt  embaflador,  who  exprefled  great 
difcontent  thereat,  and  was  very  delirous  that  it  (hould  be 
again  delivered  into  the  hands  of  his  mafter.  But  king 
Charles^  doubting  whether  the  crown  of  Portugal  would 
be  able  to  maintain  the  poITeflion  of  it  againft  the  MoorSy 
and  forefeeing  the  terrible  confequences  of  fuch  a  port  fall- 
ing into  their  hands,  notwithlhnding  the  offer  of  large 
fums,  perfifted  fleadily  in  his  firfl  refolution.  In  1683, 
the  then  lord  Dartmouth^  was  conftituted  captain-general 
of  his  majefty's  forces  in  Africa^  and  governor  of  Tangier^ 
and  fent  as  admiral  of  an  Englijb  fleet  to  demoliih  the 
works,  blow  up  the  mole,  and  bring  home  the  garrifon 
from  thence  \  all  which  he  very  effedlually  performed,  {o 
that  the  harbour  is  flill  entirely  fpoiled,  and  though  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Moon^  it  is  a  very  inconfiderable  place. 
One  circumftance  attending  its  demolition  defierves  to  be 
remarked,  becaufe  it  (hews  the  temper  and  fpirit  of  the 
king.  He  direfled  a  confiderable  number  cf  new-coined 
crown-pieces  to  be  buried  in  the  ruins,  that  if  (through 
the  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  to  which  all  fublunary  things 
arc  liable)  this  city  (hould  ever  be  reftored,  there  might 
remain  fome  memorial  of  Its  having  had  once  the  honour 
of  depending  on  the  crown  of  Britain,  Thus,  through 
difputes  between  the  king  and  parliament,  the  Britijb  na* 
tion  loft  a  place  and  port  of  great  importance  \ 

As  it  is  on  all  hands  confefled,  that  never  any  Engli/hj 
perhaps  I  might  fay  any  prince,  without  diftindtion  of 
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countries»  underftood  maritime  afl^in  fo  well  as  CharUt 
the  fecond  did  ;  fo  it  cannot  furprize  any  intelligent  reader 
when  we  affcrt,  that  the  EngliJb  navy  received  very  great 
advantages  from  his  flcill  and  care  in  matters  of  this  nature. 
It  muft  indeed  be  allowed,  that  he  found  the  fleet  at  hit 
reftauration  in  an  excellent  fituation,  and  abundance  of 
very  able  men  employed  therein ;  and  it  muft  likewife  be 
confeiled,  to  the  honour  of  his  government,  that  he  pre- 
ferved  them  in  their  feveral  pods  without  any  refpedt  to 
party ;  which,  without  quedion,  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  increafe  of  our  naval  power '.  How  intent  he  was 
for  the  firft  ten  years  of  his  reign,  in  promoting  whatever 
had  a  tendency  this  way,  appears  from  all  the  candid  hido- 
ries  of  thole  times,  from  the  collections  of  orders,  and 
other  public  papers  relating  to  the  diredion  of  the  navy^ 
while  the  duke  of  Tork  was  admiral^  publiihed  of  late 
years,  and  in  every  body's  hands  ^  ;  and  in  a  (hort  and 
narrow  compafs  from  the  fpeecl  made  by  the  lord  keeper 
Bridgmany  who  affirmed,  that  from  1660  to  1670,  the 
charge  of  the  navy  had  never  amounted  to  lefs  than  500, 
000  /.   a  year '.    But  after  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  the 

king 


'  Such  ai  ilr  George  Ayfcue,  fir  William  Batten,  fir  John  Law- 
fon,  ;!ir  Richard  Stayner,  fir  William  Penn,  and  many  others, 
^  The  title  of  this  book  is.  Memoirs  of  the  Engliih  aff-iirs, 
chiefly  naval,  from  the  year  1660  to  1673,  by  his  royal  high- 
nefs  James  duke  of  York,  London,  1729,  8vo.  '  Happy 

future  date  of  England,  by  fir  Peter  Pett,  p.  1 85.  The  defign  of 
this  fpeech  was  to  induce  the  houfe  of  commons  to  grant  a  fupply 
for  this  particular  fervice  of  increafing  the  royal  navy,  and  after 
having  (hewn  the  great  importance  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  his 
lordftiip  goes  on  thus.  "  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  his  majefty 
"  is  confident  that  you  will  not  be  contented  to  fee  him  deprived 
"  of  all  the  advantages  which  he  might  procure  hereby  to  his 
**  kingdoms,  nay  even  to  all  Chrillendom,  in  the  repofe  and  quiet 
"  of  it.    Tiiat  you  will  not  be  content  alooc  to  fee  your  netgh« 
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king  grew  more  faving  in  this  article  j  and  yet  In  1678, 
when  the  nation  in  general  expe«5led  a  war  with  f)-an(e, 
his  navy  was  in  excellent  order.  The  judicious  Mr.  Ptpyt, 
fecretary  to  the  admiralty,  has  left  us  a  particular  account 
of  its  (late  in  the  month  of  Atiguft  that  year;  which  as 
it  is  very  (hort,  I  think  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  infert  ^, 
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Of  thefc,  ^'*venty-fix  were  in  fea-pay,  the  ftore-houfes 
and  magazines  in  compleat  order  \  and,  which  is  dill  more 
to  the  purpofe,  thirty  capital  (hips  were  then  actually  in 
building,  (eleven  newly  launched,  and  nineteen  upon  the 
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**  hours  Orengihrning  themfelvcs  in  (hipping,  ^q  much  more  than 
'*  they  were  before,  and  at  home  to  (ee  the  government  ftruggling 
every  year  with  difTiculties,  and  not  able  to  keep  up  our  navies 
equal  with  theirs.  He  finds  thit  by  hia  accounts  from  the  year 
•*  16O0  to  the  Lite  war,  the  ordinary  charge  of  the  fleet,  cemmu- 
*'  mhus  annii,  ciilrte  to  about  ;oo,uoo  1  a  yt«r,  -tnd  it  cannot  be 
fupportcd  wirh  lefi."  "»  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Uat6  of 

the  royal  navy  for  ten  years,  by  S^imuel  Pcpys,  Efq;  p.  6. 
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ilocks)  and  that  the  reader  may  frame  a  juft  notion  of  the 
increafe  of  the  navy  during  this  part  of  the  king's  reign, 
I  mufl  obferve,  that  at  Alidfumrmr  1660,  the  wiiole  fleet 
confided  but  of  fixty-five  vellels  of  all  Hzes,  aa  appears  by 
an  original  letter  under  th^?  hand  of  Mr.  fecretary  Coven* 
try  ".  But  after  this  period  of  time,  I  me&n  the  date  of 
the  lid,  the  king  finding  himfelf  extremely  uneafy  at 
home,  and  confequently  in  a  fiiuation  perplexed  enougli 
abroad,  was  perfuaded  to  alter  the  management  of  hi:j 
navyi  which  he  did  in  1679,  in  order  to  make  himfelf 
eafy  in  his  civil  government,  fir  Anthony  Deane,  Mr.  P#- 
pys^  and  feveral  other  old  officers  of  th#  ){avy  having  been 
fo  unfortunate  to  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  by  whom  they  were  committed  ". 

This  new  adminidration,  with  refpecc  to  naval  aifairSy 
fubfided  fur  about  five  y^ars,  and  if  it  had  continued  five 
years  longer,  would  in  all  probability  have  remedied  the 
evils  it  had  introduced,  by  wearing  out  the  whole  royal 
navy,  and  fo  leaving  no  room  for  future  midakes  ;  and  a 
jud  fenfe  of  this,  induced  tht  king  in  1684,  to  refume  the 
management  of  the  fleet  into  his  own  hands,  to  redore 
again  mod  of  the  old  officers,  and  to  undertake  the  bring- 
ing things  once  more  into  order :  but  before  any  confider- 
ble  progrefs  could  be  made  in  fo  great  a  work,  his  majedy 
died,  and  left  the  care  of  it  to  his  fucceiibr  i*. 

The  trade  of  the  nation  I  have  heretofore  (hewed 
to  have  been  in  a  very  declining  fituation  at  the  time  of 
the  rcftauraiion  j  it  have  alfo  obferved,  that  it  was  much 
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helped  by  feveral  treaties  of  peace  made  Toon  after  ^  )  and 
though  I  am  far  from  denying,  that  through  the  king's 
too  ftrifl  Intercourfu  with  f^anctf  his  running  counter, 
in  many  refpedts,  to  the  interefts  as  well  as  inclinations  of 
his  bed  fuhje€ts»  and  that  difToIute  fpirit  of  luxury  and  cor* 
ruption,  which,  if  not  introduced,  was  at  leaft  counte* 
nanced  and  encouraged  by  the  king's  temper  and  pra£lice» 
might  hinder  our  trade  from  reaching  that  heighth  which 
otherwife  it  would  have  done.  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  I 
am  fully  perfuaded,  ;hat  during  his  whole  reign  we  were 
tery  great  gainers  there,  and  this  I  thhk,  I  can  clearly 
make  appear.  In  ihe  firlt  place,  the  hru  Dutch  war  was 
mo(t  certainly  undertaken  for  the  fake  of  trade  s  nor  can  it 
be  conceived,  that  in  the  fccond  the  Dutch  would  have 
puihed  as  they  did,  from  any  other  motive,  than  an  appre- 
henfion  that  from  riv«Is,  we  Ihould  become  their  fuperiors 
in  commerce,  which  from  the  genius  of  their  ftate,  they 
could  not  patiently  permit.  In  the  next  place,  let  us  con- 
fider  the  mighty  lolTes  fuftained  in  the  fpace  of  Hfteen 
yetn  by  the  plague,  the  fire  of  LthdtHf  and  the  two 
Dutch  wars.  They  have  been  computed,  by  men  much 
better  skilled  in  political  arithmetic  than  I  pretend  to  be, 
at  little  iefs  than  twenty-feven  millions '.  But  fuppofing 
them  to  have  amounted  only  to  twenty  millions,  the  na- 
tion muft  have  been  reduced  to  the  lowed  ebb  of  pover- 
ty  aiKl  didrefs,  if  (he  had  not  been  relieved  by  the  vaft 
profits  of  her  foreign  trade.    This  it  was  that  repaired  the 

lofs 


n  Seep.  104*  ind  232.  '  By  fir  William  Petty,  in  his  po- 
litic&l  Arithmeticlc,  who,  without  quellioa  underftcod  the  groundf 
of  that  art»  as  well  z&  ever  any  mai  did  )  Dr.  d^Avenant  alfo  was 
of  the  Cime  mind,  and  fiys  exprrfly,  that  thefe  loflb  might  be 
computed  at  betwren  twenty-four  and  twenty-feven  millions.  Dif- 
coorfec  on  the  public  revenue  and  trade  of  England,  vol  ii<  p-  44> 
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lo(s  of  our  pcopJe  in  a  furprizing  manner,  raifed  tho  city 
of  Londtn  like  a  Pbanixt  brighter  and  more  beautiful 
for  having  been  in  flames,  and  increafed  our  (hipping  to 
double  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  Icing's  coming  in. 
Thefe  are  fadli  agreed  on  by  the  greateft  men  that  ever 
handled  fubjedcj  of  this  nature*  grounded  on  fuch  evi* 
(ience  as  could  not  deceive  them,  and  juftified  by  effedh 
which  even  pofterity  may  contemplate,  and  from  thence 
difcern  the  wifdom  and  truth  of  their  computations '. 

The  Eafl-India  company  were  fovoured  and  protected, 
f  rpecially  in  the  beginning  of  this  reign ;  the  African  com- 
pany was  in  the  zenith  of  its  glory,  and  brought  in  vaft 
profits  to  the  proprietors,  and  the  nation  ^  Many  of  our 
plantations  were  fettled  by  his  majeily's  favour,  fuch  asP/»* 
ftlvania^  Carolina^  &c. ".  Others  were  rellored  to  this  nation 
by  his  arms,  fuch  as  Ntw-lhri,  and  the  Jtffiys  ^,  and  all  /f/ta 
had  fuch  encouragement,  that  they  made  quite  another 
figure  than  in  former  times,  as  we  may  guefs  from  what 
a  modem  writer  (no  way  partial  to  this  prince)  fays  of 
Sartadffis ;  that,  during  his  reign,  it  maintained  four  hun- 
dred fail  of  fliips,  produced  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  in  clear  profit  to  this  nation,  and  maintained  one 
hundred  thoufand  people  there  and  here  ".  Thefe  are 
high  calculations  i  but  I  believe  the  perfon  who  made 
them,  il  able  to  jullify  them,  and  therefore  I  make  no 
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*  See  Pett*s  happy  future  date  of  England,  fir  William  Potty's 
policial  arithmecic,  and  his  ciBiys,  Dr.  d*Avenant's  book  before* 
eited,  and  his  eifny  upon  the'  probable  methods  of  making  people 

Siners  in  the  balance  of  trade.  *  S.e  a  general  treatife  of 

Val  trade  and  commerce,  vol.  ii.  chap.  5.  **  Curfon's  com« 

pendium  of  the  laws  and  government  of  England,  p.  5 1 2.     ^  Seo 
the  Britifh  empire  in  Amtric8»  under  (hofe  titles.  *  Ibid.  p. 
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qi .'  Jon  that  fir  lyiUidm  Petty  was  in  the  right,  when  hk 
calculated  our  exports  at  ten  millions  per  Annum  ^  This 
agrees  very  well  with  fhe  ftate  bf  our  cuftoms,  which  fell 
then  little  ihort  of  a  million,  though  in  1660,  the)r  were 
^rmed  for  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  as  they  were 
once  lec  by  queen  Elizabeth  at  thirty-fix  thoufand.  Dr* 
d^Avenanty  an  excellent  judge  in  thefe  matters,  havin? 
duly  weighed  all  the  calculations  I  have  mentioned,  anu 
compared  them  with  all  the  lights  he  had  received  from 
long  experience,  pronounces  the  ballance  of  trade  to  have 
been  in  our  favour,  in  this  reign,  two  millions  a  year; 
and  lefs  I  think  could  not  well  be  \  The  bounds  pre- 
fcribed  to  this  work,  will  not  allow  me  to  %  more  on 
this  fubjedt ;  and  I  mufl  have  violated  the  duty  I  owe  to 
truth  and  my  country,  if  I  had  faid  lefs.  ^^ 

We  are  now  to  fpeak  particularly  of  the  tnofl:  refflarlc- 
able  among  thcfe  illuilricus  perfons,  whofe  gallant  ;adti- 
ons  at  Tea  have  been  already  occafionally  mentioned  m  this 
hiftory }  men,  who,  in  point  of  military  and  civil  virtues^ 
have  deferved  as  well  of  their  country  as  men  could  do^ 
and  whofe  fame  therefore  ought  to  be  tranfmitted  to  polte- 
rity  with  due  refpedt.  Amongft  thefe,  in  the  firft  place^ 
let  us  take  notice  of  him  to  whofe  loyalty  we  owe  the 
virtues  and  fervices  of  all  the  refl^  V 

General  GEORGE    MONK,  duke  of 
Albermarlcj  and  knight  of  the  garter t     — 
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F  the  intrinfic  worth  of  a  man's  actions  were  fufHcient 
to  fecure  the  applaule  6f  fucceeding  times,  there  would 
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fee  little  occafibn  to  enter  minutely  into  the  memoirs  of  this 
great  foldier  and  Teaman.  And  on  the  other  hand,  if 
;here  be  any  thing  laudable  in  removing  thofe  (hades  whict^ 
jthe  envious  are  always  labouring  to  throw  over  the  repu- 
lotion  of  the  worthy  \  then  certainly  no  man's  life  would 
^laim  greater  attention,  thaQ  his  of  whom  I  am  fpeaking, 
the  merit  of  whofe  fervices  fcarce  raifed  him  more  friends, 
thin  the  glory  of  them  excited  detractors.  He  was  by 
birth  a  gentleman,  defcended  on  the  father's  fide  from  an 
ancient  and  honourable  family,  fettled  fropi  the  time  of 
Henry  III.  at  Potbtridge  in  Devon/hin^  and  by  the  female 
line,  fprung  from  the  vidlorious  Edward  IV  *.  He  was 
the  fecQnd  ion  of  fir  Tha^as  Monk^  a  man  whofe  quali* 
ties  and  virtues  deferved  abetter  fortune;  for  time  in  do- 
jag  honour  to  his  fiimily,  had  almofl  worn  out  his  eftate. 
His  fon  Georgt  was  born  on  the  6th  of  December  1608, 
and  his  father  having  not  much  wealth  to  give,  intended 
him  from  his  childhood  for  the  fword,  and  therefore  be- 
ftowed  on  him  fuch  an  education  as  was  requifite  p  quali- 
Vol.  II.  Z  fy 


JlEs 


!;'f 


*  The  firft  notice  that  I  believe  the  world  ever  had  of  this  mat- 
ter, was  from  a  pamphlet,  printed  in  16^9,  entitled,  ^<  The  pedigree 
'*  tat\  defceot  of  his  excellency  general  Monk,  fetting  forth,  how  he 
**  is  defcended  froip  king  Edward  III.  by  a  branch  and  flip  of  the 
*<  white  rq(e,  the  houfe  of  York  ;  and  likewife  his  e;(tra£lion  from 
'*  Richard  king  of  the  Romans.**  This  was  publifhrd  with  a  view, 
I  fuppofe,  to  countenance  a  defign  fome  people  had  entertained  of 
inclining  tl^e  general  to  aflume  the  cro\vn  himfelf,  inllead  of  reftau* 
.ring  the  king.  1'he  fafl,  hdWever,  is  trae,  as  to  his  defcent, 
which  may  l)e  feen  in  Dugdale,  and  other  authors.  But  this  def- 
cent, could  not  poffibly  give  him  any  title  to  the  crown,  fince 
the  lady  Frances  Plantagenet  was  firft  married  into  the  family  of 
BaiTet,  and  had  iflue  of  that  marriage;  and,  which  is  flili  more 
to  thepurpofe,  her  father  Arthur,  vifcount  L'ifle,  was  only  na<^. 
jtural  fon  to  Edward  IV.  We  cannot  wonder,  therefore,  that  fo 
thinking  a  man  as  general  Monk,  defpifed  fuch  a  pittiful  drain  of 
jBattery,on  a  circumflance  otherwife  very  honourable  to  his  family* 


'111 


! 


73S  MEMOIRS   of 

ty  him  for  the  protblTion  of  armsi  for  which  ho  gare  a 
proof  of  his  capacity,  when  he  was  I'carce  able  to  weild 
ihem  K  , 

Im  the  firlt  year  of  the  reign  of  king  ClMirlis  I,  hia 
tnujelly,  who  had  then  in  view  a  war  with  Sp^ri^  caiav 
down  to  Pfftntuth^  in  order  to  ini'pedi  the  \\^m\  prepaiar 
tions  that  were  making  there.  Sir  Thomas  Mtnk  bi^d  .l| 
mind  to  f)ay  his  duty  to  his  priiicot  though  his  debti  (de^ 
rived  rather  from  his  ancedors  extravagance  than  hit  own) 
made  him  roniewliai  afiraid  of  tho  law.  To  remedy  thia 
evil,  he  fent  his  Ton  Gnrgi  to  the  under-OKriff  of  /i«twt^ 
.Z^/Vv,  with  a  confiderable  prefent,  defiringt  that  on  fo  exf; 
traordinary  an  oc€iirioi\,  he  might  be  fa^B  from  any  in* 
fult  wliile  he  attended  tho  king.  The  ilieriff  took  ihe 
prelent,  and  granted  iiis  requeft }  but  ibon  after,  rectiring 
a  larger  from  one  of  his  creditors,  took  him  in  execution,  in 
the  face  of  the  county.  Gtorgt  Mm^^  whole  youth  led 
him  to  think  this  a  ilrange  action,  went  to  Exttir^  and 
afci*.r  cxpuftulating  with  the  (wtti-fogger.  who  was  alto* 
gt^ther  infenfiblc  as  to  reproaches,  took  his  leave  of  him 
in  a  more  intelligible  language,  and  caned  him  16  heartily, 
ih;U  he  left  him  in  no  condition  of  following  him.  This 
ail  venture  fcut  him  on  board  the  fleet,  which  under  the 
command  of  lord  fVtmbUtony  (hortly  after,  failed  for  Ca- 
diz^ when  he  was  in  the  17th  year  of  his  ai^e  :  nnd  thus 
he  beg;m,  ns  he  ended  his  fervicc  to  his  country,  at  Tea  <=..» 

In  this  voy;\|e  he  ferved  as  a  voluntier,  under  his  near 
rcluion,  fir  Rickard  GrtenvilU,     The  next  year  wc  find 

him 


*  'I'hefe  particulitrs  are  taken  from  the  life  of  general  Monk, 
written  by  l)r.  Gumbic ;  his  life  bv  doAor  Skinner,  and  what  is 
faid  of  hun  in  Prince^  worthies  of  LXvoo.  '  Skiuncr's  life  0/ 
gromlMonk.p  u,  ,.„,,^^^ 
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Oftieral  MONK.*  3^9 

liirii  WHh  »  pft\r  pf  cqIoum,  under  ib*  brave  flr  John  Buf- 
m^hi^  in  tbe  Vf^M'tMnnte  expaditbn  to  the  illc  of  A/>ri. 
Su;;h  UQiviclcy  beginnings  wouM  (^cMutily  ha.e  dnuntcU  a 
Ids  rcfiu^utp  xvM  tb^O  that  of  Mr.  Mof  >f,  wbp  w^  diUin- 
guifhed  in.  his  3f9Mth  by  a  ftpadinofs  yf  teinp<'r^  which  he 
miMnuined  to  his  dying  hour,  and  which  wus  equally  in- 
Capable  oi'  being  h^ttd  by  palCon,  of  chilled  by  fear. 
..,j^  1628,  b^ing  then  complcaily  of  age,  he  went  over 
in^q  HtU^nd^  and  Ibrvcd  in  the  regiment  of  the  cail  o( 
Qj^orii,  andiifierw^4i'in  that  of  the  lord  Goring ^  who 
gave  him  the  cotnoiand  of  his  own  company^  before  he 
Wi)s  thirty  year;)  of;^e»  In  this  fervico,  Mr.  Moni  was 
prc(cnt  in  icver4  iicgpt  ^nd  battles,  and  purfuing  steadily. 
tl)e  lludy  of  hi^  prof<}fliion,  became  a  complcat  maAer 
therein.  I  the  UR,  yoar  of  his  (lay  in  Holland^  his  win- 
ter^qyaiterB  were  ailigncd  him  in  J^ort,  where  the  niagi- 
iUates  punifhi^g  Tome  of  his  fol()ic;s;  for  matters  rather 
prqper  for  the  infpef^ioit  df  a  court-martial  j  captain  Monk 
cxpoftulated  the  matter  fo  warmly,  that  the  point  came 
to  be  decided  by  the  prince  of  Qrange,  who,  though  he 
ih  a  like  c^^fe  h^  giVen  judgment  in  favour  of  fir  Richard 
CaWf  (and  thereby  milled  the  captain)  nowj  to  gratify 
the  people,  gavn  it  for  the  burghers  j  which  fo  dif'gufted 
Monit  who,  undcf"  a  calfti  behaviour,  tdncealcd  a  very 
high  fpirit,  that  he  fuon  after  threw  Up  his  commiflion, 
and  never  faw  the  Dutch  after,  as  a  friend  •*. 
"On  his  return  home,  he  fbund  his  country  Jn  g^eat  con- 
fuiion,  a  war  newly  broke  oy^t  with  the  rebellious  Scots^ 
and  an  arriiy  railing  to  chaftife  them,  in  which  he  fervcd* 
as  Ueuicnant-colonelj  under  the  earl  of  Newport  j  ai)d  -  if 
'    -    Z  2  hiu 
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his  advice  had  been  taken,  things  had  not  ended  at  they 
did  °.  When  the  war  blazed  out  in  Ireland^  in  1641,  hr» 
through  the  favuur  of  his  coufin,  the  earl  of  LtUtfttr^ 
then  lord  lieutenant,  was  appointed  to  command  hb  owrt 
regiment;  in  which  poft  he  did  great  fervice,  and  might 
have  been  governor  of  DuhUny  but  for  the  jeaioufy  of  the 
carl  of  Ormonde  ^  In  1643,  he  returned  into  Englani 
to  ferve  his  majcfty,  to  whom  he  was  introduced  at  ()x« 
ford^  ancf  honoured  with  a  conference  which  lafted  fome 

^  time,  and  which  fatisfied  the  king  how  ill  he  had  been 
ufed  by  his  minifters,  who,  upon  fome  dirty. intelligence 
from  Dublin,  [Prevailed  upon  his  majefty  to  take  away  hb 
regiment,  and  give  it  to  major  H^arren^  a  man  of  fo  much 
honour,  that  they  found  no  fmall  difficulty  in  prevail*' 
ing  on  him  to  accept  it.  To  make  colonel  Monk  fonie 
amends,  the  king  conftituted  him  major-general  of  the 

' .,  Irijh  brigade,  and  then  fent  him  to  his  command,  which 
he  had  not  enjoyed  long,  before  he  with  many  other  offi- 
cers,  were  furprized  by  fir  Thomas  Fair/ax^  and  fent  pri*' 
ibners  to  Hull,  from  whence,  by  fpecial  diredtion  of  the 
parliament,  h^  was  transferred  to  the  Totvfr  of  tondotty 


•skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p  18.  Wliere  he  aflcrts,  that  lieute* 
nant  Monk  was  one  of  the  lew  officers  who  feconded  the  earl  of 
StrafFord  in  hjs  defire  of  fighting  the  Scots,  inftead  of  treating  with 
them  ;  which  at  all  events  muft  have  ferved  the  king*s  purpofe : 
but  his  tendernefs  for  his  countrymen  ruined  him,  and  by  bearing 
Yo  much  from  rebels  in  one  kingdom,  he  invited  a  rebellion  in 
another.  ^  Skinner's  life  of  general  Monk,  p  2 1.  Ludlow 

tells  us  in  his  memoirs,  p.  77.  that  when  Ormonde  fent  him  over, 
he  ordered  him  to  be  confined  in  the  (hip,  becaufe  he  had  made 
a  fcruple  of  ferving  againft  the  parliament  with  forces  raifed  by 
their  authority.  This  ihewsi  that  feneral  Monk  was  not  fijch  a 
foldier  of  fortune,  as  Burnet,  and  fome  other  writen,  would  make 
him,  but  that  he  had  always  a  great  rcfpe(^  to  principle. 
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where  be  remained  feveral  years  a  prifooer,  in  circum* 
^nces  narrow  enough }  though  his  brother,  who  was  a 
«o)^lift,  and  confequentiy  the  left  able,  did  what  he  could 
for  him,  and  his  generous  mafter  feot  him  from  Oxford 
one  hundred  pounds  in  gold ;  which  was  a  large  fum  out 
of  fo  low  an  Exthiqutr  >. 

In  1646*7,  when  the  fury  of  the  civil  war  was  over, 
by  the  total  ruin  of  the  king's  af!aiw,  colonel  Monk  ac-« 
cepted  a  commiflion  under  his  relation  the  lord  Uip^  of 
whom  the  padiamcnt  had  appointed  to  have  the  government 
^'Ireland,  When,  in  coniequence  of  this,  he  obtained  his 
liberty,  he  went  before  he  left  the  Towtr  to  pay  his  re* 
fpcAs  (o  the  venerable  do^or  Matthe^v  IVreny  lord  bilhop 
of  Efyy  and  having  received  his  blefling,  the  colonel  took 
his  leave  in  thefe  words.  My  hrd,  J  am  now  going  to  ferve 
the  kingy  tht  bfji  I  may^  againfl  his  bloody  rebels  in  Ire- 
land; and  I  bcpt  I  Jhall  om  day  lim  to  do  further  fervice  to 
the  royal  caufe  tn  Enf^znd  ^,  At  this  tkne,  1iowever«  he 
was  not  very  fortunate ;  for  after  a  fhort  f^ay  in  th»t  king- 
dom he  rMurned  with  lord  L'ijle,  wbofe  difference  with  the 
marquis  of  Ormonde  hindered  either  of  them  from  ferving 
their  country  effediually.  But  colonel  Moni  did  not  long 
lemain  idle  in  England-,  for  the  parliament  knew  his  abili- 
ties too  well,  and  had  too  quick  a  fenfe  of  the  i^ate  of 
/rj^  affairs,  not  to  employ  him  in  the  only  fervice  to 
which  he  was  inclined :  and  thus  he  returned  a  third  time 
into  Jnlandf  with  the  title  of  commander  in  chief  of  the 

Z  3  Englijh 


K  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  25.  See  alfo  the  preface  by  dr. 
Webfter,  where  there  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monk  to  his  elder  bro- 
ther, daUd  from  the  tovyer,  Nov.  6,  1644,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  50 1,  and  defiring  the  like  futn.  ^  Skinner's  life  of 
Monk^  p.  28.  ThJsfaft  is  taken  notice  of  in  hifhop  Wren's  diar^-, 
once  in  the  poffeflioa  of  dr.  More,  bifhop  of  Ely. 
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Englijh  f(jrce§  in  the  north,  where  ho  ailbclated  \^ith  i*ft^ 
roe^  who  ciftramandcd  t  body  of  Scots  j  and  though  it  w3 
a  very  difficult  thing  to  manage  fuch  a  conjunft  autho- 
rity, yet  the  prudence  ofMenJi  enabled  him  to  furmount  thil 
difficulty,  and  many  others,  forne  of  which  w<«r«  yet  greater. 
He  was  forced  to  make  war  without  money,  which  he  did  fq 
•ffc^ually  as  to  reduce  Ow<:n  Roe  O  N*ile^  to  th(  utirioft 
diftrefs,  by  carrying  o/S  provifioos  wher«  that  was  pra^- 
cable,  and  burning  them  where  it  was  fiot.    Yet  in  tht 
fpring  of  the  year  1649,  colonel  Monk  found  himfelf  rtk 
io  weak  a  condition  by  the  defertion  brought  on  hit  tmAf 
through  the  deteflation  the  foldiern  had  of  the  king'e  muN 
dery  that  he  was  conftrained  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
this  Owen  Roe  0  NeiJe  j  which  certainly  ftived  tht  few 
troops  he  had  under  his  comtmnd,  iM  Iherefty  prfefervtd 
the  parliai^ent's  intereft  in  that  country  K    However,  it 
gave  fuch  offence,  that  on  his  return  he  was  fubjedlcd  to 
^  ItriA  enquiry  by  the  houfe  of  cotitmons,  who  after  ■ 
very  full  hearing  of  the  matter^  came  to  a  icfolution  a- 
gain (I  the  treaty,  but  in  jul^ifkation  of  A£wiV  intention 
therein,  which  tho*  but  a  partial  cenfu^e,  Ibthe  think  the 
general  never  forgot  ^    I  muft  own,  this  appears  to  me 
one  of  the  darkeft  parts  of  his  hiftory ;  bat  what  I  find 
moil  probable  is,  that  the  parliament's  reibkition  was  in- 
tended purely  to  wipe  off  the  odium  of  having  treated  with 
an  Irijh  papift,  arfd  that  colonel  Mmk  did  nothing  therein 
but  undei  diredion  ;  and  this  I     ,ink  fulficiently  appears 
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«  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  Gurable's  life  of  Monk,  Skinner's  life  of 
Monk.  ^  Moderate  intelligencer  from  June  7  to  14,  1649. 

N"  221.  Hiilory  of  independancy,  part  ii.  p.  226.  Whitlock's  Me- 
morials, Hiftory  of  the  war  in  Ireland,  and  the  fevcral  lives  of 

Wonk  bcfcre -cited.  .  i^.„,'  .>^  .n^lo  iip^ii*^^ 
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from  the  parliament's  having  carried  on  a  private  treatf 
with  an  agent  of  O  NeUe*i  at  London  \  and  from  the  Aile 
of  their  refolution,  in  which,  though  they  declare  the  fadl 
to  be  criminal,  yet  they  admit  the  man  to  be  innocent ; 
which  I  conceive  he  could  not  well  be,  unlefs  he  had 
known  their  intentions  *". 

OLIVER  CROMff^ELL  was  now  entrufted  with 
the  fole  dire^ion  of  the  Iri/h  war,  and  Monk  was  out  of 
all  employment ;  which  might  have  ilraitned  him  in  his 
private  fortune,  if  his  elder  brother  had  not  died  without 
iflue  male,  by  which  he  inherited  the  edate  of  the  family. 
About  this  time  alfo  he  declared  his  marriage,  or  perhaps 
fomewhat  later ;  for,  it  feems,  he  did  not  care  the  world 
(hould  know  he  had  a  wife,  till  he  was  fure  of  a  fortune 
to  maintain  her  ".  His  repofe  was  of  no  long  continu- 
ance; for  in  the  year  1650,  Cromwelly  when  he  was  a- 
bout  to  march  Into  Scotland  againft  the  king,  engaged 
him  to  accept  of  a  new  commiflion.  Skinner  and  fome 
other  writers  talk  of  a  fecret  fate  which  over-ruled  him  in 
this  adion  * ;  nay,  fome  of  them  would  iniinuate,  that 
it  was  purely  to  revenge  the  treafon  of  the  Scots  againft 
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'  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  294,  105.  "  The  refolu- 

tion is  in  thefe  words.  *'  That  this  houie  doth  utterly  diiapptove 
"  of  the  proceedings  of  colonel  Monk  in  the  treaty  and  ceiTition 
<*  n^de  between  him  and  Owen  Roe  O  Neile ;  and  that  this 
*'  houfe  doth  deteft  the  thoughts  of  dofing  with  any  party  of  po- 
"  pifh  rebels  there,  who  have  had  their  hands  in  Otedding  En- 
'*  glilh  blood.  Neverthelefs  the  houie  being  fitisfied,  that  what 
*'  the  fiid  colonel  Monk  did  therein^  was,  in  his  apprehenfion, 
*'  necefTary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  parliament  of  England's 
*'  intereft  ;  that  the  houfe  is  content  the  further  confideration 
'*  thereof,  as  to  him,  be  laid  afide,  and  (hall  not  at  any  time  here- 
"  after  be  called  inqueftion."  "  Skinner's  life  of  general 

Monk,  p*  33.  Lives  Engliih  and  Foreign,  Thurloc's  papers,  vol.  J. 
p-  470.  o  Life  of  general  Monk,  p.  ^6.  ,    ,  , 
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king  Charlii  I.  that  he  took  arms  agamft  them  no«r,  ythtii 
they  were  fighting  to  reftore  king  Charlti  11  f.  But  I  muft 
freely  own,  that  it  appears  to  me  the  hfigheft  impiety  to 
charge  upon  the  providence  of  God,  what  would  be 
thought  Weakncfs  in  man ;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  I  fee 
no  reafon  why  we  (hould  facriHce  truth  to  our  xeal  for  any 
perfon^  or  any  caure.  I  revere  Monk  as  much  ad  amy 
nan,  and  yet  I  muft  fpeak  it  zi  my  opinion,  that  he  de» 
ferted  his  principles  upon  thii  occafiOnj  that  he  might  gra- 
'  iify  his  ambition.  Cromwell  was  fo  fenfible  Of  hii  merits 
that  he  took  a  very  unufual  way  to  ptovide  him  W\th  a 
regiment,  by  drawing  fix  companies  out  of  fir  Arthur 
Haprig%  and  Hx  out  of  colonel  Finwid's ;  and  to  fe- 
cure  hini  {till  farther,  he  made  him  lieutenant-general  of 
the  ordhance,  and  thud  he  was  again  embarked  with  the 
parliament  thfough  the  intefeft  of  their  general' 4. 

In  this  expedition  Cromwillf  though  he  was  a  very 
knowing  and  great  officer,  certainly  run  into  a  dangerous 
error,  which  he  dlfcotered  fomcwhat  of  the  Itteftj  and 
then  began  to  rfetreat  tt)wards  Dunbar^  the  Sots  f)re(fing 
}iard  upon  his  rear.  Finding  himfelf  diftrefled,  he  called 
a  council  of  war,  in  which  opinions  were  divided,  till 
general  Monk  delivered  his  in  thefe  words,  5/r,  the  Scots 
ha've  numbers  and  the  hills ;  tbofi  are  their  advantages : 
we  have  difcipUne  and  dej^air^  two  things  that  will  make 
yoldiers  fight  \  dnd  thefe  are  ours.  My  advice ^  therefore  is 
to  attack  them  immediately',  which  if  you  follow^  I  am 
-  ready  to  command  the  van.  His  propofal  being  accepted, 
.    he  began  the  attack,  and^  as  Ludlow  acknowledges,  was 

the 


I"  Sec  Gamble's  life  of  Monk,  and  Priace'a  worthier  of  Devon. 
•  Whitlock,  Ludlow,  fit  Philip  Warwick's  Memoifs. 
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the  inftrument  6f  that  vi^oryr,  which  gained  Cromwtll 
fo  great  reputation  '.  The  following  fummcr  he  fpent  in 
teducing  the  be(t  part  of  Scotland,  and  particularly  the 
town  of  Dundti^  which  made  a  good  defence  :  he  took 
it  notwithdanding  by  ftorm,  put  fix  hundred  of  the  garri- 
fun  to  the  fword,  and  committed  other  ztXi  of  feverity, 
"Which,  however  neceflary  they  might  be  to  his  prirate 
intcreH,  were  certainly  detrimental  enough  to  his  public 
.character,  the  thing  itfelf  rendering  him  terrible  to  the 
royalitts*  and  the  manner  of  it  gave  diflalle  to  general  Lud- 
hWf  and  all  the  fober  men  of  that  pirty  •.  The  fatigue 
of  fo  much  bufmefs,  and  perhaps  fome  extraordinary  agi- 
tations  of  mind,  threw  him  into  a  dangerous  fit  of  fick- 
nefs,  upiin  this,  he  applied  for  leave  to  return  into  Eng- 
land',  which  having  obtained,  he  went  to  Bath,  recover- 
ed his  health,  and  coming  to  London,  found  himfelf  named 
a  commiflidnerk  for  bringing  about  an  union  between  Scot' 
land  and  England^  in  which  without  doubt,  he  was  pro- 
perly employed,  fince  few  people  at  that  time  knew  tl« 
intereft  of  both  nations  better  than  he  did  *. 

The  Dutch  ^dx  gave  occafion  for  removing  general 
Monk  from  his  command  in  Scotland,  to  employ  him  on 

board 
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'  Skjriner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  58.  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  vol.  i. 
p.  J28.  *  Skinner's  life  of  general  Monk,  p  40  where  he  flips 
over  the  matter  without  any  pirt'icular  notice,  Lives  Englifh  and 
Foreign,  p.  1 37.  where  it  is  expreily  faid,  that  he  put  the  gover- 
nor Robert  Lumfdade,  and  800  of  his  garrifon  to  the  fword.  Sir 
Philip  W,irwick  in  his  Memoirs,  p.  361,  fays,  the  governor  wa« 
barbaroufly  (hot,  after  quarter  given,  by  a  fanatic  officer.  General 
Ludlow  in  his  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  366,  afHrms  quite  the  contrary^ 
Viz.  that  he  ilormed  Dundee,  and  being  entered,  put  five  or  fix 
hundred  to  the  fword,  and  commanded  the  governor,  with  divers 
others,  to  be  killed  in  cold  blood.  Unjuilifiable  feverity  to  men 
engaged  upon  principle!  *  Gumbl«*sand  Skinner's  life  Ir 

Monk. 


f-mr^' 


,r: 


I'll 


246  MEMOIRS^ 

l^oard  :he  fleef.  The  dea(b  of  oolond  Pfpk^m  midi  yrtif 
for  this.  It  was  neceflarf  to  fupply  his  lofs,  by  fending 
an  experienced  oflScer  in  hb  ftebd,  and  thb  induced  the 
parliament  to  call  their  eyes  upon  AAnk,  He  was  now 
near  forty-five  years  of  age,  which  feemed  a  little  of  the 
lateft  to  bring  a  man  into  a  new  fcene  of  lilik  Yet  It 
mud  be  remeiobeted,  that  'he  was  bred  in  a  maritime 
cour  y,  and  had  ferved  at  fea  in  his  youth ;  fo  that  the 
preferment  was  not  abfolutely  out  of  his  way }  ftr,  U  it  wat. 
he  foon  made  it  appear,  that  he  could  cafHy  accommodate 
himfelf  to  any  fervice  that  might  be  beneficial  to  hii 
country.  We  find  him  with  the  fleet  in  May  1653,  and 
on  the  fecond  of  Junt  he  engaged  the  Dutch  fleet,  being 
on  board  the  RfJUuttM^  with  admiral  Dianty  who,  to 
the  beginning  of  the  a£lion  was  killed  by  a  chain-fhoc,  « 
new  invention  generally  afcribed  to  dt  H^tt ".  liAuk  with 
great  prefence  of  mind,  threw  his  cloak  over  th^  body,  and 
having  fetchect  two  or  three  turns,  and  encouraged  Che 
men  to  do  their  duty,  ordered  it  to  be  removed  mto  his 
cabin.  The  difpute  continued  two  days,  and  ended  At  laft 
in  a  corapleat  victory  gained  by  the  EngU/h^  The  Dut:by 
it  is  true,  denied  this,  and  the  ^tata  went  fo  far,  as  to 
fend  a  letter  to  their  foreign  minifters,  diredling  them  to 
aflert,  that  it  was  but  a  drawn  battle  *';  yet  Van  Tromp 
in  his  letter  acknowledges  the  contrary,  and  lays  the 
blame  on  the  want  oi  ammunition,  and  the  bafe  behavi* 
our  of  many  of  his  capiains  '.  'X^ls  is  certain^  that  Monk 
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'  "  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  45.  Lives  Eng'.ih  and  For«^ign,  p. 
739.  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Mtmoirs,  p.  'jOf.  Whillock,  Ludlow, 
Rapin,  &c.  •  The  reader  may  'inu  thi»  letter  in  Thurloe'a 


jttperi,  vol.  i.  PL27  5 

hme  collcftiou,  vol  i*  p.  270. 


*  rbis  letter  is  alio  printed  in  the 
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/iifcovered  upon  this  occafion  fucb  a  fpirit  of  pufliinj; 
things  to  the  utmoft,  as  gave  him  great  reputation.  He 
jToon  encreafed  this,  by  engaging  the  Dutch  again  on  th« 
39th  of  Jufy^  where  he  likewife  fought  two  days,  and 
gained  a  fecond  compleat  vi^ory,  as  we  have  elfewhere 
(hewn  f^  and  (hall  therefore  infift  only  on  a  few  particu- 
lars relating  to  his  perfonal  conduct  in  this  place.  The 
Dutch  fleet  was  far  fuperior  to  his,  and  yet  he  not  only 
attacked  them,  but  engaged  with  thirty  fail  of  light  fri- 
gates, while  the  reft  of  the  fleet  vere  a-ftern,  and  could 
not  get  up.  The  30th  proved  a  foul  day,  and  lb  pre- 
vented any  further  fighting.  On  the  31ft  the  Dutch  had 
a  fupply  of  twenty-five  large  (hips,  which  did  not  hinder 
MmJtj  ^who  now  commanded  in  chieQ  from  attacking 
them,  though  he  knew  they  had  another  great  advantage, 
viz,  a  number  of  fire- (hips,  wl\ereas  he  laad  none :  nay, 
as  if  he  had  been  fccure  of  victory,  he  gave  orders,  that 
no  ibip  (hould  be  taken,  or  quarter  given  j  for  he  faw 
that  fending  off  (hips  to  convoy  them,  weakened  his  own 
fleet,  and  thereby  leflened  the  effects  of  their  viditories  ^ 
His  judgment  appeared  to  be  right,  from  the  confequence 
of  this  battle,  in  which  the  lofs  of  the  Dutch^  efpecially 
that  of  their  gallant  admiral  Van  "Tromp  was  fo  great,  that 
it  would  not  admit  of  any  difguifej  but  the  States  were 
forced  to  fend  their  minifters  hither,  to  conclude  a  peace 
upon  any  terms  tliat  could  be  got  *.  After  this,  he  was 
fcnt  upon  the  coaft  of  Hollamif  to  deftrov  all  the  pretences 


T  p.  173.  •  Bafnaj;;e,  annales  dfs  provincfs  unies,  vol. 

J.  p.  240.     Heath's  chronicle,  p.  348.    Burchet.  Columna  Rofta- 
ca,  Echard,  Rapin.  ■  Clarendon,  Whitlock.  Ludlow, 

Sat  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirt,  and  Skinner's  life  o(  Monk. 
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of  the  Duuhy  in  cafe  they  had  fet  up  any,  and  to  make 
their  peOi>Ie  fenfible  that  they  were  thoroughly  beaten. 
On  his  return  to  London,  he  found  the  little  parliament 
fitting  by  the  authority  of  general  Cromwell,  which  airem<* 
biy  treated  Monk  however  fo  kindly,  that  the  general  be- 
gan to  be  jealous  of  him,  till  upon  repeated  converfation^y 
he  was  thoroughly  perfuaded  that  Monk  thought  them^ 
what  he  was  willing  every  body  (hould  think  them,  a 
crew  of  ignorant  enthufiafts ;  and  then  he  became  perfedt- 
ly  eafy,  and  took  Monk  into  his  favour,  who,  notwithftand- 
Mg  all  this  kindnefs,  declared  himfelf  againft  the  peace  in- 
tended with  the  Dutch  \  which  CnmwiU  neverthelefs 
•nade,  having  taken  upon  him  the  title  of  Pmul^or.  And 
to  this  the  States  contributed  not  a  little  by  their  ambaf 
fadors,  who  reprefented  to  general  Cr^mu/W/,  that  the  par- 
liament he  had  been  pleafed  to  call,  were  a  fet  of  men  fit- 
ter for  Bedlam^  thaii  the  government  of  a  Itate,  with 
whom  It  ^as  impoMble  to  treat  or  conclude  any  thing  s 
but  that,  if  he  would  afltume  the  government,  they  would 
fubmit  to  any  terms  he  (hould  think  reafonable  ^.  When 
he  was  once  fixed  in  his  protectorate,  and  felt  the  weight 
of  governing  three  kingdoms,  he  began  to  think  of  eafing 
himfelf,  by  fending  proper  officers  into  two  of  them; 
and  in  this  partition,  Scotland  fell  to  the  (hare  of  general 
MtnL  It  was  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1654,  that 
Cromwell  took  this  refolution,  and  Monk  readily  accepting 
the  commiflion,  went  down  thither  in  the  month  of 
0^/7  the  fame  year  *. 


,;  *  Skinner^s  life  of  Monk,  p.  51. 

ief  Cromwel],  Skinner's  life  or  Monk,  p.  (^5. 
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H  t  found  the  kingdom  in  the  uttnoft  confufion,  tFie 
Engiijh  army  very  fmall,  and  very  ill  goveriled,  being  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  Deane^  a  timorous  man, 
and  one  that  knew  not  how  to  direct  any  thing  in  fuch  a 
criical  conjundtute.  A  great  part  of  the  nobility  were  in 
arms  for  the  king;  and  as  to  the  reft  of  the  people,  they 
were  fplit  into  innumerable  parties,  by  quarrels  amongft 
their  minillers  \  The  general  (hewed  bimfelf  a  true  fer« 
vant  of  CrmvttWi^  he  not  only  puriiied  the  bulinels  of 
the  war  inde&tigably,  but  by  fetting  a  price  on  the  beadi 
of  the  principal  cavaliers,  filled  their  minds  with  fuch  dif* 
trufts,  that  they  ever  after  a£ted  in  confiiiion  <".  He  fettled 
garrifons  and  magazines  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  na- 
tion, ufing  fuch  feverity  towards  all  who  refifted,  and  fuch 
lenity  to  all  who  fubmitted,  that  in  a  very  ihort  time  he 
ftlibdued  the  whole  kingdom.  When  the  war  was  over,  he 
fixed.bimfelf  at  the  houfe  of  the  countefs  of  Bucckugh^  at 
Bdknthi  within  four  miles  of  Edinburgh ;  where,  while 
he  governed  the  kingdom  more  abfolutely  than  moft  of  its 
snonarchs  had  done,  he  lived  with  a)l  the  moderation  of  a 
private  man,  and  m?.de  huft)andry  and  gardeninjs;  his  fole 
diverfions '  Cronmell  fent  down  a  iQommifllon  to  diie^ 
(:ivil  affairs,  under  the  title  of  a  council  of  ftate,  confifting 
9f  the  lord  Broghill  who  was  prefident,  colonel  Howard^ 

afterwards 


*  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Heath,  Gumble  and  Skinner's  like  of 
Monk.  ^  See  this  proclamation,  figned  G.  Monk,  and  d^^ted 

at  Dalkeith,  May  4th,  1654.  In  It  he  mentions  major-general 
Middleton,  the  earl  of  Athol,  the  earl  of  Seaforth,  the  lord  vif- 
count  Kenmure,  and  major-general  Daziel;  for  rhe  killing  of 
whom,  or  bringing  them  prilbners  to  an  Englilh  gftrriibn,  he  of> 
fers  zoo  pounds  a  head.  This  proclamation  is  in  the  late  collec- 
tion of  Xhurloe*s  ilate- papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  26;.  'Skinner's 
life  of  Monk,  p.  70.    GumUe,  Prioce,  3f^ 


jjo  ^  Memoirs  «/ 

ftftervfards  earl  6f  Qarlip^  colooet  William.  Loeihart^  co- 
lonel Adrian  Scrocp,  colonel  John  lyabam^  and  ni4|or-ge« 
peral  Difl/rom  K  The  majority  of  thii  council^  concur^ 
red  with  Menk'm  erery  things  fo  that  in  the  tnaiQ,  tba  d^ 
vil,  as  well  as  military  power^  was  in  his  handfli  ifid  he 
managed  it  in  ftich  a  manner,  that  the  people  bad  not  ei- 
ther reaibn  or  ii^cltnati/cm  to;  complain  (  but^  On  the  conf 
trary,  were  Itery  tbankflil  and  contented.  Ho  £eeiM| 
however^  by  his  lettered  to  have  been  ftrongly  att^qd  t9 
CrammlU  iince  we  find^  that  he  tot  only  commtinicatcd 
to  him  ail  that  he  could  difcovef  qfi  the  king's  intelli^nco 
there  with  others,  but  fent  him  alTct  the  copy  of  s  letter)? 
written  by  Y\Vi%CharUi\i,  to  bimftlf ;  wUch  hitherto  hasbee'4 
always  mentioned  as  &  proof  of  AAnff%  early  afedion  for  the 
king's  fervice,  on  a  fuppofitiony  that  though  he  didaotan*i 
fwer^  he  concealed  il^  ^rhi^hfuppofttion  is  now  oytrtJum^ii^i 
Yet  all  this  precaution  did  not  fecure  him  from  the  jealouify>af 
the  protestor,  who  was  actually  eontriring  how  tp  femoirt 
him,  when  ieath  put  an  end  to  his  prc^s.  A  little  bri 
foUB  his  end,  however^  he  \^ote  the  general  a  long  letter/ 
concluding  with  the  following  poftfcript,  which,  I  cob* 
eeive,  ttffbrds  m  a' better  piAum  of  OHver^  than  ia  any 
Where  to  be  met  with,  and  which  is  no  kUt  fingoiar/ 
drawn  by  his  own  hand  V=!  ^^^  di  Jo 
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»'  «  Clarendon,  Whitlack,  Heath,  Skirtncr,  Prince.  »»  This 

fetter  of  king  Charles  f  I.  lo  Monk,  is  d:Htcd  Colen,  Aaguft  i  a, 
1655,  and  was  oommunioited  to  Dr.  P^^ter  Barwick,  by  Monk's 
fon,  as  a  proof  of  his  fathe/'s  early  loyalty  :  but  it  appears  from- 
Tburloe's  papers,  that  Monk  gave*  an  account  of  every  thing  that 
pafl'ed  in  Scotland,  and  particularly  fen'  him  up  this  very  lotttr, 
with  many  others.  ^  Skia&cFs  life.of  Monk: 
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TH^ilE  h  thiit  tfsHmtiihdtthfi^'h  4cifiain itinning' 
fellm)  in  Scotland,  ieilkd.  George  Moiik)  w^a  ii  faid  t»  Hi 
in  tUifit  ik^riy  it  varidmt  Charles  Stuart.  7  pray  ym  ufi 
yutr  diHguuf  tf  apprthtnd  him,  anijend  hi^  up  u  nu. 


•n^'i 
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Yet,  aa  a  crMtUm  of  CremuulPi^  %e/#as  hated  by 
tht  <xxninQii-wQalth  party,  and  a  confpiracy  bad  beon 
fi^mfld  agamft  him  by  colonel  Overton^  in  which  Siader-^ 
cm0  bad  undcrtidc^  to  murder  the  general,  who  after*- 
W{ird$  made  a  like  attempt  upon  Cr4ntW9U\  h\M  Monk  ha« 
viog  difcovered  and  dtfappointed  the  plot«  contented  him* 
felf  with  fending  the  authors  of  it  u)i  to  Ltndm  ■"     The 
principal  caufe  of  the  protedor's  jealoufy,  wa»  the  kindneft 
fliewn  by  the  general  to  the  3i»ts,  For  finding  them  of  hi» 
owti  temper,  that  is  to  iay^  of  a  dvil,  though  referved  nar 
turC|  he  admitted  them  freely  to  his  ppefence,  of  wt£it 
party  foever  they  wens.    Immediately  •  on  Oiivtr*s  deathy 
he  prodaimed  Richard,  from  whoni  he  r^ceired  a  ¥ery 
kind  letter,  which  contained  a  fa^  not  likely  to  be  true^ 
viz,  that  his  father  had  directed  him  to  be  governed  chief- 
ly by  Mmi*&  advice)  whereas  he  wft»  fcarce  in  his  fenfes, 
when  he  appointed  him  to  the  fucceflion  K    The  further 
to  conciliate  Monit*s  friendfliip,  the  proiedlor  fent  down 
commifl^ry  Clarges^  brother  to  Jady  Monk,  laden  with 
promifes :  which,  however,  had  no  effcft  upon  the  ^ary 
genera],  who  received  his  commands  refpec^lfully,  wrote  a 
civil  anfwer  to  Thurhis  fmooth  letter,  and  took  all  the 
csre  he  could  to  fecure  his  command  in  Scotland^  'rill  he 
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_  •*  Thurloe's  fta*- papers,  voL  iv.  p.  iji^  .  ...  .  ,  »  Skinner's 
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'V|r™!l 


■:■ 


Ss^  MEMOIRS    of 

faw  what  turn  things  in  England  would  take,  it  having 
been  bis  opinion,  that,  if  Oliver  bad  lived  much  longer, 
htt  would  have  been  (haken  in  his  feat  "*. 

The  Aicceeding  troubles  in  Engknd^  therefore,  were 
very  far  from  furprizing  him.  On  the  contrary,  they 
were  what  he  looked  for,  and  expeAed ;  and  it  was  very 
c^fy  to  fotefee,  that  iu  confequence  of  them,  fome  at- 
tempts might  be  made  to  redore  the  king.  It  would  be 
befide  the  delign  of  this  treatife ;  it  wouli  require  much 
more  room  than  we  have  to  fpare  s  and,  after  all,  it  would 
be  in  a  great  meafure  needlefs,  confidering  what  has  been 
already  written  on  the  fubjed^,  for  us  to  enter  deeply  into 
the  intrigues  made  ufc  of,  while  general  Monk  was  in  Scot- 
hndy  to  bring  him  into  that  inteceft ".  We  (hiill  content 
ourfdves  therefore  with  faying,  that  he  adled  in  this  mat- 
ter with  the  utmoft  prudence  and  circumfpedtion ;  fo  that 
what  the  earl  of  Clanndon  and  biChop  Burnet  (lave  fuggef- 
ted,  that  he  was  a  man  of  How  parts  and  lender  abilities, 
oughc  to  be  confic^red  rather  as  the  effedt  of  their  preju-* 
dices,  than  of  the  general's  oondi^t^  %    The  truth  is,  they 
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Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Gumble,  Skinner,  and  Price.  •»  The 
curious  reader  may  confult  the  life  of  dean  Barwick*  wherein  he 
^vill  find  the  beft  accounv:  that  were  ever  publiOied  of  this  matt^er ; 
and  yet  the  carl  of  Clarendun  fays  nothing  of  the  fervic-s  of  this 
doctor  John  3arwick^  though  do  man  was  better  acquainted  with 
them  than  himfelf ;  which  (hews,  that  there  are  fome  thir.gs  in 
wKich  that  hiftory  is  not  altogether  to  be  depended  on.  <>  /t  is 
clear  from  what  lord  Clarendon  fays,  that  he  was  altogether  unac- 
quainted with  the  general^  intentions,  and  could  only  col^  his 
defign  from  his  manner  of  afline.  His  refervednefs,  therefore,  to 
fo  haughty  a  man,  might  well  enough  induce  him  to  fpeak  fo 
coldly  as  he  does  of  the  generaPft.  performances.  Yet  he  does  not 
pretend  to  enter  deeply  into  his  character,  as  Burnet  does,  whp 
inuft  know  much  lefs  of  it,  and  that  only  from  converfation  in  a 
court  where  Monk^s  patriotifm  and  feveirity  of  msrals,  had  left 
J|i^  kw  friends,  and  created  him  many  tnetnies. 
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were  both  out  of  this  fecret ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  former  had 
no  hand  in  it,  and  the  latter  never  fo  much  as  heard 
of  it,  which  was  reafon  enough  for  them  to  write  as  they 
did.  The  general's  council  confifted  chiefly  of  ladies.  He 
correfponded  in  England  with  the  lady  SaviU  \  he  mana- 
ged all  Scotland  by  the  afliftancQ  of  the  countefs  of  Buc- 
ileugh,  and  confulted  much,  in  rsg::rd  to  his  perfonal  con- 
dud,  wuh  his  wife,  a  woman  of  quick  parts,  and  a  tho- 
rough royalift.  He  had,  befides,  fome  confidents  who  will 
appear  to  pofterity  more  worthy  of  the  truft  he  repofed  in 
them,  for  having  never  boafled  of  the  afliflance  they  gave 
him,  as  others  did,  who  afforded  him  much  lefs.  Among 
the  firft,  I  reckon  his  wife's  brother  doiftor  Clarges,  colo- 
nel Cloterry,  and  general  Morgan ;  amongll  the  latter,  his 
chaplains. PnV^  and  Gumblt^  with  many  others  p. 

In  the  management  of  all  great  undertakings,  the  fureft 
figns  of  a  true  genius,  is,  the  difpofition  of  its  feveral  parts. 
This  (hews  the  firit  mover;  this  marks  the  ruling  charac- 
ter, that  fuperiority  of  ikill  and  condudt  which  denomi- 
nates a  man  truly  wife  and  great.  Let  us  fee,  then,  what 
it  was  Monk  was  to  overthrow,  what  to  ellabliih,  and 
what  force  he  had  to  do  it  with.  He  was  to  change  a  fet- 
tlement,  new  indeed  in  itfelf,  but  in  appearance,  fo  much 
the  llronger,  having  all  the  authority  in  the  three  king- 
doms, a  veteran  army  of  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  men 
in  England  and  Ireland^  and  a  victorious  fleet  on  its  fide. 

Vol.  II.  A  a  He 


P  The  capital  fecret  of  the  reftauration,  was- the  genemrs  form* 
ing  the  defign  of  it,  which  he  did  in  Scotland,  and  by  the  aiCr* 
tance  of  the  countefs  of  Buccleugh,  drew  all  the  Joyal  nobility  to 
confide  in  him :  a  thing  of  which  biihop  Burnet  knew  nothing, 
though  it  was  in  truth  the  great  fpring  of  the  af&ir,  and  the  clea- 
reft  proof  that  the  general  a^ed  finccrely  and  uniforinly  through 
the  whole  expedition. 
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He  was  to  reftore  &  loft  caufe,  ia  the  opinion  of  its  beft 
friends i  a  caulle  which  he  durft  not  fo  much  as  own;  a 
caufe  againft  which  hHrnftir  had  done  muchy  and  the  troops 
he  commanded,  more;  ail  which  he  was  to  do,  with^a 
boay  of  between  five  and  fix  thouiand  men,  which  were 
fo  far  from  being  better  troops  than  thofe  thejr  were  to  op' 
pofe,  that  in  reality  they  were  not  their  equals.  Yet,  with 
the  blading  of  GOD,  he  performed  what  he  propoftd,  b« 
triumphed  over  all  thefe  difficulties ;  and  he  did  this  by  a 
juft  diftribution  of  the  ft  ttsi  parts  of  his  fchemey  any  one 
of  which)  had  it  s  «c  );nittud  or  mifplaced,  had  ruined 
the  whole. 

He  fecured  5ir^//w u»  beh'v  1  biro^  raifed  a  fuffident  lliitt 
cf  money  to  put  the  firft  fprings  in  motion,  and  excited 
fuch  a  fpirit  in  his  army,  as  fitted  it  for  the  prefent  work^ 
Next,  he  took  care  to  ^th*  the  humours  in  the  body  poli- 
tic ;  to  roufe  and  aniriate  all  the  parties  in  the  nation^  that 
they  might  move,   a£l,   and  ihew  their  fh«ngth.     He 
fet  up  Fair/ax  againft  Lambert^  and  broke  his  veteran  ar- 
my, by  ihewing  them  thr::  old  general.    He  made  ufe  of 
honeft  dodor  Pria  to  feed  the  royalifts  with'  hopes,  while 
hi&own  adions  could  give  them  none.     Uy  die  talkative 
Mr.  Gumikf  he  wrought  upon  the  common- wealthV  men, 
by  gracious  and  yet  general  anfwers,  he  kept  himfelf  well- 
with  all  parties,  without  declaring  for  any.     He  prevailed 
with  the  parliament,  to  part  with  a  better  army  than  his 
own,   meerly  from  the  opinion  of  his  being  their  h/i 
Friend:  when  he  came  to  Londoriy  he  (hewed  himfelf  the 
very  bejl  of  thtir  Jervants,  by  obfequioufly  performing  the 
dirtiejl  of  their  work,  and  proving  them  thereby  to  be  the 
wor/i  of  majlers^  he  paved  the  way  for  outing  them  of  their 
'  authority^    Than  he  went  beyond  them  io  their  own  arts, 

outftripped 
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bilt-fti-ipped  them  iti  cunning;  dnd  having  &t  tiiy  and  the 
tountry,  as  wcif  as  the  fldet  atid  X^t  ztniy^  on  his  fide,  he 
gave  law  to  thofe  who  h^d  been  fo  long  diifatbrs «'. 

By  recalling  the  fecluded  nfiei^bers,  he,  of  a  rump^ 
iilade  them  a  ktife^  and;  by  thei^  own  confent,  falHy  dif- 
folved  that  long  parliamenr,  which  might  otherwife  have 
bisen  everfal^fftg.  After  doin^  all  tfai^,  he  did  flill  more  $ 
^e  refufbd  the  kingdom,  when  it  was  ofiered  him  by  the 
diftraAed  republicans,  to  keep  it  /rom  its  ri|ght  owner,  and 
When  our  6ld  enemies;  the  Prenchy  would  have  lent  him 
their  afliftance,  to  have  hindred  thie  return  of  a  monarch; 
who  they  forefaw,  unlefs  they  milled  him,  muft  be  the 
il^ft  in  Europe;  and  this  as  gckxf  politicians,  though  that 
irionarch  was  i  gralndfon  of  France,  But  Monk  generoufly 
defpif^^d  a  diadem  to  which  he  had  no  right,  and  with  equal 
gr^tnefs  of  mind,  refUfed  to  maki^  any  terms  with  hiiiri  to 
vi^dm  it  belonged  '.  He  faw  the  folly  of  cobling  confti- 
tutions,  and  pretending  to  take  power  from  one  fet  of  mc 
to  giV'e  it  to  another:  he  chofe,  therefore,  like  a  wife  and 
hbheft  man,  to  fix  thing-  iipon  their  old  bottom,  and  to 
leave  the  king's  pov:.,  and  the  people's  freedom,  to  be  dif- 
hifled  in  th«;  only  afiembly  that  could  hav6  a  right  to  med* 

A  a  ^  dTe 


<  Sec  Clarendon,  Whitlock.  Ludlow,  Itennet,  Echard,  Ra'- 
()l0. ;  as  alfo  Gamblers  life  of  Monk,  do^or  Price's  myftery  ar.d 
method  of  the  reAauration,  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  and  Sir  Phi- 
lip  Warwick's  memoirs.  "■  Mr.  Locke,  on  the  credit  ot  the 

eirl  of  Shaftcfbury,  has  publiflied  a  very  JUan^e  ilory,  in  relation 
to  the  conduit  of  this  great  man,  as  if  he  had  agreed  with  the 
French  ambafiiador  to  take  upon  him  the  government ;  which  fto- 
ry  is  reported  at  Urge  by  Echard  in  his  htflory,  p  7J7.  But  this, 
as  it  is  incredible  in  its  nature,  fo  it  is  improbable  "in  its  circum* 
fiances,  and  fupported  by  no  authority  i^  the  world,  but  that  of  a 
viiin  main,  who  was  defiroas  of  taking  tne  m^rit  of  the  r^IUnlra- 
cioo  CO  himfclf. 
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die  with  them  ■    Thus  was  the  rcftiiuration  begun,  pro- 
fecuted,  and  perfedled  by  Monk^  who  received  as  favours 
from  the  king,  his  titles,  preferments  and  fortune }  ail  which 
to  be  fure  he  might  have  had  in  another  way.    And  yet 
this  is  the  man  whom  almoft  all  our  hiftorles  treat,  as 
having  only  fecond  rate  parts,  adling  as  he  was  prompted 
by  men  of  briflcer  tempers,  and  invited  by  favourable  oc- 
cafions ;  as  a  horrid  dilTembler,  though  he  refufed  to  take 
the  engagement,  and  was  never  concerned  in  the  war 
againft  Charlti  I;  as  an  avaritious,  all-grafping  perfon, 
though  it  is  confeiled,  that  he  afked  nothing  from  his  fo- 
vereign,  to  whom  he  gave  all ;  as  a  man  utterly  unfit  for 
bufinefs,  who  yet  had  (hewn  himfelf  a  great  captain  in 
Ireland^  an  excellent  governor  in  Scotland^  and  a  profound 
itatefman  in  England ^  not  to  mention  his  reputation  as  an 
admiral,   acquired  by  humbling  Holland  ^  but  it  is  one 
thing  to  merit  a  character,  and  another  to  purchafe  it 
The  latter  was  not  Moni*s  talent,  he  provided  for  his  re- 
lations and  friends,  but  he  was  no  encourager  of  flatter- 
ers, and   withal  being  a  bad  courtier,  he  was  feldom 
thought  of  after  the  reitauration  but  when  he  was  necef- 
fary ;  and  this  happening  pretty  often,  leads  us  to  the  reft 
of  his  hiftory,  in  which  we  fhall  flill  find  him  appear  with 
honour,  and  perform  with  fuccefs. 

The  command  of  the  army  was  continudd  to  the  duke 
of  AlbemarUy  as  long  as  there  was  an  army  to  command : 
he  was  likewife  made  mafter  of  the  horfe,  and  one  of  the 

king's 
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*  The  very  enemies  of  Monk  have  always  allowed  him  this 
eminent  fervjce  of  reftoriog  the  king  without  conditions,  to  which 
we  owed  that  ten  years  calm  fuccecding  the  kingV  return ;  where- 
SIS,  it  he  had  fubmirted  to  conditions,  we  mull,  from  the  nature 
«f  things,  have  relapfcd  into  confuiion  immediatclyt 


*  Burnet 
continuatiol 
Biker's  chr 
Monk,  fir 
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)(ing*9  bedchamber.  Bifhop  Burnet  has  Taid  abundance  of 
Invidious  things  of  him ;  and  .this  will  make  it  neccflary 
to  (hew  how  falfe  they  are,  and  how  little  credit  is  due  to 
an  the  inHnuations  of  that  prelate  againft  this  great  man'3 
charadler.  He  fays  he  was  ravenous,  as  Well  as  his* 
wife,  who  was  a  mean  contemptible  creature,  (bad  words 
thefe  in  a  bifhop's  mouth,  who  at  other  times  could  fay 
foft  things  of  the  ladies)  and  adds,  that  he  foon  toft  aH  per* 
fonal  regard  by  becoming  ufelefs^  When  he  was  created 
a  duke,  the  king  fettled  feven  thoufand  pounds  a  year  on 
him,  though  one  huhdred  thou^nd  pounds  had  been  pro- 
pofed  before  the  reftauration  took  place.  When  he  was 
called  up  by  writ  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  he  was  attend- 
ed by  almoft  the  whole  houfe  of  commons  to  the  door; 
a  very  unufual  mark  of  refped,  which  could  only  be  due 
to  extraordinary  merit,  and  mull  have  flowed  from  their 
fenfe  of  it.  Various  plots  were  framed  ir^mediately  after 
the  king's  return ;  and  iii  all  thefe  the  duke  of  Jlbemarle*^ 
life  was  particularly  aimed  at ;  this  feems  to  be  a  (Irong 
proof  of  his  confequence,  and,  if  we  were  to  demand 
another,  we  cannot  defire  a  better  than  what  all  the  hifto- 
rics  of  thofe  times  tell  us,  viz.  That  thefe  infurredtions 
were  chiefly  fuppreflcd  by  his  adlivity  at  the  head  of  his 
own  faithful  regiment ".  His  fuccefe  in  this  refpedt  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  deferving  as  much  from  the  nation 
by  his  patriotifm,  as  ever  he  did  from  the  king  by  his  loyal* 
ty.  It  was  fuggelled  in  council,  that  thefe  tumults  (hew- 
ed how  little  ufe  could  be  made  of  trained-bands ;  and 

A  a  3  therefore* 


*  Burnetts  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  vol;  i.  boolc  ii.  ^  Philip'f 
continuation  of  HeathV  chronicle.  See  alfo  his  continuation  of 
Biker's  chronicle,  life  of  dean  Barwick,  Skinner's  Ufe  of  general 
Monk,  fir  phiUp  Warwick's  memoirs. 
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therefore,  that  it  was  6t  a  part  of  the  army  (bould  be  kfpt 
up.  The  duke  faid  tkis  mid  not  ba  donf  without  giving  tht 
ptopU  ajialmfy  of  tho  kinf  \  and  that  tbt  b^ft  way  tfi  gain 
tkiir  aiTe^ions,  was  to  rely  upo^  them ''.  I  leave  the  readef 
to  jud^e,  with  what  decenc,'  this  piao  could  be  faid  to 
forfeit  all  perfonal  regard,  aod  to  ^otpe  in  a  i)iort  time 
ufelefs. 

But  t)ie  bifl)op  is  not  content  with  barely  charaditeriz-r 
ing  this  noble  perfop,  he  charges  him  with  three  glaring 
crimes ;  which,  a?  they  relate  to  the  i^oil  eminent  a<£tions 
of  his  life,  we  (hall  briefly  cpnfider.  The  firft  b  the  mur* 
der  of  the  marquis  of  ^r^/f.  Tl^if  no|)leman  ^as  quef- 
tioned  before  the  paijliaipe^t  of  Seotland^  fqr  concurr- 
ing with  the  late  re|>eIli9U8  powers.  Hq  pleaded,  ^hat  he 
complied  with  thetp  Qf\\^,p  and  made  a  very  (Itong  dp- 
fence  "^ :  but  fhe  biihop  fays,  that  Monk  haying  fpveral 
letters  of  his,  v^hicU  fi^Uy  9?^wed  that  bis  inf linj^tiot^s,  a^ 
well  ^9  his  actions,  werp  with  the  preyailin|;  party;  he 
fent  thef^  down,  whicb  ^ere  read  in  parliament,  and  by 
tl)|s  breach  of  j^riyate  friepdlbip  he  brought  the  marquis  to 
the  b^oc^^  ^oyv,  to  tt^is  I  (ay,  (bs^t  the  fa£l  cannot  b^ 
true  foj  tn^n^y  reaibn^ :  I  ih^ll  n^ention  only  a  few.  Firil, 
the  np^r^uis  it^  hjs  c|ef(;pce  complains,  that  he  was  fur- 
p^is^ed  vpXQ  ^in|;  PTf ^<?^t  ?t  Oliver's  proclamatjon  as  pro- 
teiior,  by  g^nct?!  Moni*s  t^Vii\G^  for  hipi  to  the  council, 
■without  letting  him  know  what  wa3  to  be  done.  Would 
he  have  complained  gf  this»  and  have  pafl^d  bj  the  let- 
ters; 01:  would  not  tlii^  coinplaint  have  been  ridijculou^  if 

'"' "  '  '^"  '    ;there 
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/"  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  322.  ^,  The  proceedings  agtinft 
him  n>ay  be  found  in  the  2d  volume,  of  (Ute  trj|^>  ^  Buroet*? 
iii^ry  of  his  owo  timef,  vol.  i.  book  ii. 
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Cheiv  had  been  any  fuch  kiitn  *  f  Ih  The  mirquit  died 
with  tn  appeal  to  God  for  the  fincerity  of  his  defence,  and 
wrote  a  letter  (o  the  king,  affirming  the  &me  thing,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  feen*.  Would  (o  a  wife  man  as 
the  marquis  certainly  was,  have  done  this,  if,  as  Burntt 
fays,  his  own  letters  had  made  the  thing  fo  plain,  that 
his  friends  had  nothing  to  fay?  III.  This  does  not  at  all 
agree  with  Moni't  character.  He  was  an  advocate  for 
mercy  to  the  regicides  in  the  houfe  of  lords ;  he  was  filent 
on  the  bench  at  the  Old-BaiJy  when  commiflioned  to  try 
them )  and,  which  is  much  more  to  the  purpoie,  hr  fav- 
cd  f»  Arthur  Hafiirig^i  life  and  ellate,  (the  bittereft  per- 
fonal  enemy  he  had  in  the  world;  by  owning  a  promife 
to  him9  which  fome  fay  he  never  made.  This  feems  to 
ihew  him  of  no  betraying  fpirit^  IV.  There  was  no 
occalion  for  Arf^U  to  write  any  fuch  letters,  for  Mmk 
never  was  In  England  after  Ol%v*r  became  prote(51or ;  and 
it  is  hard  to  underftand,  why  the  marquis  ihould  apply  to 
him  in  S(otland^  when  he  could  fo  ealily  have  an  audience 
of  CremwtU  in  London^  where  he  often  was".  V.  But 
the  thing  is  now  out  of  doubt ;  for  by  the  publication  of 
Thurloi'^  papers  it  appears,  that  Monk  never  confidered 
the  marquis  in  this  light,  but  always  reprefented  him  as 
a  fecret  friend  to  the  king,  and  an  a<5live  enemy  to 
the  proteftor's  government  •*. 

Aa  4  The 

*  State-trials,  vol.  ii.  •  By  the  favour  of  his  nephew,  the 
honourable  Mr.  Archibald  Cnmpbel!.  In  this  letter,  the  msrquifs 
iofiAs  on  his  loyalty  in  very  htgh  terms;  and  indeed  there  is  all 
tlie  reafon  in  the  world  to  Miieve,  he  never  meant  ;iny  thing  mere 
ift  his  procfcdings  in  Scotland,  than  to  reftrain  the  pmver  of  the 
cicwo  wthin  dii-  bounds.  "  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  319, 
320.  *=  Ibid,  chap  vii.  «*  See  the  correfpordcnces  of  Argylc  and 
Monk  in  the  ^d,  4th,  and  5th  volomct^  of  Thurloe's  ft^tte-papers ; 
and  thciice  it  will  pLinly  appear,  that  there  was  no  harmony  be- 
tween them,  and  confequently  no  ground  to  fuppofe  that  the  mar' 
quis  would  lay  birofelf  open  to  him  by  his  letters. 
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The  ftani  imputation  on  the  duke  of  AlbimarU*%  con* 
du6t  is  his  recommending  the  match  with  Portugal  *.   It 
is  ndmitted,  that  this  propofition  was  made  by  the  PortU" 
gueze  ambaflador  to  the  duke  of  AlhemarU  before  the  king's 
adlual  return,  and  :hat  he  propofed  it  to  his  ii:9je(ly  as  a 
meafurc  proper  for  extending  the  trade;  and  increafing 
the  influence  of  his  I'ubjetits  abroad.     It  is  likewife  true, 
that  his  grace  thought  .the  acqaifition  of  Tangier  a  very 
confiderable  thing;  which  will  be  the  lefs  wondered  at,  if* 
we  confidcr  that  in  Cromwelts  time  th<ere  waj  a  project  of 
getting  it  into  our  poflcflion.     If,  therefore,  the  duke  of 
Albtmarle  was  for  this  match  from  right  motives,  and  with 
a  view  to  the  intcrelt  of  his  king  and  country,  as  it  was 
plain  he  was,  it  is  very  hard  to  arraign  his  behaviour  upon 
confequences,  which  it  is  certain  he  could  not  forefee,  and 
very  probably  had  nevf  »^  confidered.   Befides,  another  queen 
might  have  been  barren  as  well  as  Catherint^  and  have 
brought  the  naflon  no  advantage  at  all  j  whereas,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  our  clolc  conjundion  with  Portugal^  has  been 
very  beneficial  to  us  ;is  a  trading  people,  and  that  our  ac-' 
quifitions  of  Bombay  and  Tangier  became  ufelefs,  or  at 
lead   inconflderablc  our  own  fault,    through  the  perpe- 
tual druggie  of  factions  amongft  us,  which  have  been  al- 
ways our  bane ;  and  therefore,  to  attribute  thefc  to  the 
condudl  of  A/oniy  or  to  condemn  him  for  advifing  a  treaty 
of  marriage,  which  was  thoroughly  canvafled  in,  and  ap* 
proved  by  the  parliament,  is  as  unrealbnable  as  it  is  un- 
julV. 

We  find  in  the  third  place  the  falc  of  Dunkirk  charged 
folely  upon  the  duke,  as  if  he  had  contrived  and  made  the 

bargain 


*  'B  irnet's  hiHory,  is  before-cited. 
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bargain  for  it,  but  then  we  have  no  other  evidence  to 
prove  this,  than  that  it  was  bifliop  Burnet*^  opinion,  ground- 
ed I  fuppofe  on  cuurt-converfation  > }  for  I  find  it  charged 
by  feveral  who  feem  to  be  as  well  informed  as  he,  to  the 
account  of  other  great  counfellors.    That  it  is  not  likely 
the  motion  came  from  him,  the  reader  will  eafily  4ifcern, 
when  I  put  him  in  mind  of  his  great  fondnefs  for  acquiring 
Tangier^  and  that  by  the  xix  article  of  the  fame  treaty 
of  marriage  it  was  provided,  that  Dunkirk  (hould  never  be 
reftored  to  Spain  i  which  ihews  how  much  he  had  the 
keeping  it  at  heart  \    To  fpealc  candidly,  it  is  a  very  dif- 
ficult thing  to  know  who  advifed  this  fale,  or  rather^  who 
confented  to  it.     Some  French  writers  tell  us,  the  affair 
was  negotiated  between  the  count  d*EJiradeSy  the  lord 
chancellor  Clarendon^  the  lord  treafurer  Southampton^  the 
duke  of  Jlbemarle^    and   the  carl  of  Sandwich.    The 
two  former  are  acquitted  by  Burnet  and  feme  other  wri- 
ter ;  and  as  la  what  he  fays  of  the  duke's  aflerting  the 
place  not  to  be  tenable,  and  thereby  inducing  the  king  to 
be  moreeafy  in  parting  with  it}  I  find  that  advice  exprefs- 
]y  afcribed  by  others  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich^  who  to  be 
fure  was  beit  acquainted  with  it,  I  mean  with  the  place, 

its 


im 


I  The  bifhops  words  are  thefe,  "  The  matter  under  debate 
was,  whether  this  place  ought  to  be  kept  or  fold-  The  mili- 
tary men  who  were;  believea  to  be  corrupted  by  France,  laid 
the  place  was  not  tenable ;  that  in  time  of  (leace  it  would  put 
the  king  to  a  gieat  charge,  and  in  tane  of  war  it  would  noc 
quit  the  coil  of  keeping  it.  The  earl  of  CLrendon  faid,  he 
underllood  not  thofe  matters^  but  appealed  to  Monk's  judgment, 
who  (lid  pofitivt'ly  adv  fe  the  .<  •  iii:>  it  go  for  the  money 
that  France  offered."  Yet  I  do  not  lind  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
particularly  charged  in  the  mod  authentic  relation  we  have  of 
this  matter,  whicn  is  fir  Edward  Barley's  account  of  the  expenccs 
and  treafuxc  of  Dunkirk^  a  MS.  in  the  HaxkiaD  library.  ^  Ecbard, 
f.  801.  . 
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its  real  confequence,  and  the  poffibillty  of  keeping  tt^ 
However  the  duke  a6ted  in  the  matter,  it  is  plain  he  was 
not  alone  in  his  fentiments,  and  though,  without  queftion, 
the  giving  up  Dunkirk  was  a  very  wrong  ftep,  yet  I  think 
there  is  much  better  evi4eoce  to  fix  it  upon  the  king's  ne« 
cellities,  and  his  cxprefs  will  and  pleaivire,  in  order  to 
come  at  fo  confiderable  a  fupply  as  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  without  the  afliftance  of  parliament,  than  to 
charge  it  upon  the  duke,  who,  for  any  thing  that  appears, 
had  no  mofe  tp  do  with  it  than  the  wft  of  the  lords  of 
the  privy  council  ''• 

When  the  firil  Dutch  war  broke  out  in  1664,  we 
find  the  duke  of  Albtmarli^  name  among  the  lords  of  the 
council  fubfpribing  the  proclamation;  ^nd  there  feems  to 
be  no  rcafop  to  doubt,  that  h^  was  very  hearty  in  that 
roeafure^  whereas  the  chancellor  and  the  treafurer  weie 
both  againlt  it*.  The  duke  of  Y«rk^  as  wc  have  before 
feen,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  commanded  the  fleet 
ipperfon,  and  upon  this  occafion  he  devolved  the  whole 

adminiflration 


•  The  true  reafon  why  fo  great  a  noife  was  made  About  this 
afTair,  was,  an  inclination  cxprtfT^d  by  tUe  parliament  to  annex 
this  town  to  tb«  kingdom  of  England,  and  thereby  render  it  in* 
feperable.  This  was  done  at  the  motion  of  fir  Edward  Harley, 
who  bad  been  governor  of  it,  and  who  was  fo  good  9  patriot* 
that  he  rcfufcd  a  peerage,  and  ten  thoufand  pound  to  be  paflive  in 
this  matter:  and  fur  tois  my  authority  is,  niftoire  de  la  Maifon 
de  Harley,  par  Monficur  Moret,  M.  S.  ^  The  aueen  moth»sr, 
whofe  prefence  and  cui'ncils  were  always  fatal  tc  this  nation,  was 
bere  at  the  time ;  and  one  great  caufe  of  the  king's  want  of 
money,  was  to  fettle  a  court  for  hrr  at  Somerfet  houfe  ;  another 
to  pay  the  portion  of  the  king's  After  to  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans. The  French  kin»  vifibly  promoted  this  clamour  ab'  ut  \  o\» 
kirk,  by  tlriking  a  medal  on  the  purchafe  with  this  legend,  i  ?• 
vidtnlia  Ptincipis,  i.  c.  by  the  attention  of  the  princt.  In  the 
rxerf;ue.  thnqunca  Rtcuftratat  i  c-  Dunkirk  racov^rrcd.  I  Ken- 
eft,  Kchard,  Kapin. 
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adminiftration  of  ihe  admiralty  on  the  duke  of  Mtmarh  \ 
apd  this  with  fucb  circumftances  of  confi4ence,  a<  demon- 
ftratcd  l^is  fenfc  of  his  grare*9  capacit>  apd  fidelity "».  Tbif, 
added  to  his  former  employments,  might  have  fu^ciently  -- 
occupied  )iim,  and  hi^ve  even  rendered  the  conferring  00  r 
him  any  other  charge,  a  thing  untbought  of:  and,  ye( 
\i^hnn  the  plague  brojce  out  in  the  fi|cceeding  year,  an4 
the  king  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  leave  hi$  capital,  he  in- 
xxu^  the  care  of  it,  of  hi^  fpbje^ts,  and  the  chief  con?  ^ 
cerns  of  his  kingdom,  to  this  good  duke,  who  reiided  at  th^  ; 
Cock-pit  near  wbit^bally  and  with  the  aflxltance  of  the  carl 
of  Cravtf^f  and  /ome  other  pi^blic-fpirited  perfons  of  di* 
illndtion,  took  care  of  thq  health,  the  properties,  and  the 
goyernmpnf  of  the  iohabitants  of  this  great  city,  diftribut*  • 
ing  daily  ,(he  ya^  charities  that  were  raifed  for  the  fupply 

0( 


"  This  letter  deferves  tbe  reader*s  perufua! ;  beeaufe  it  it  a  di- 
re^ proof  of  the  falOipod  of  this  aflcrtioo.  That  rhe  dt^ke  of 
Albemarle  loft  his  crc^dit  foon  after  the  reftauration.     It  runs  thus^ 
**  My  lord  duke  of  AtBEM/vRLE,  having  formerly  by  the  king'a 
"  *PP/<^i?»tiQil>  dcfired  ypa  to  take  the  care  of  giving  ail  necefT 
*•  faipy  ord'^rs  for  the  affairs  of  the  navy  during  my  abfence,  «•■ 
"  the  fame  manner  as  I  ought  to  do  if  prefent,  I  fhould  ;>io, 
*'  now,  need  t9  repeat  it  to  you,  were  it  not  to  acquaint  you,     ';rt'; 
"  I  haye  i\ot  only  by  word  of  mouth,  but  aU'o  by  writing,  givvn 
f*  the  principal  officers  and  commanders  of  his  mnjefly's  navy, 
•*  directions  to  execute  all  your  commands.     I  defire  you,  if  yoii 
**  fipd  any  commanders  or  other  ofiicers,  negligent  in  the  difpatch 
*'  expelled  from  them  for  his  majefty's  ftrvicc,  not  to  be  fparine 
•*  in  ufing  your  authority  for  their  punifhment :  whether  by  dilP 
**  placing  them,  or  fuch  other  way  at  you  fhall  think  fit.     I  havft 
**  co(nipanded  my  feccctary  to  leave  with  you  all  fu^ch  things  at 
**  nray  be  nrcffTary  for  your  information  ;  if  any  thing  be  Want- 
*'  ing,  upon  the  Iraft  intimation  it  (hall  be  fupplied,  fo  bidding  you 
•«  heartily  farewel,  I  am.  See. 

March  2  i,  1964-^  James" 

This  letter  was  trarfcribed  from  a  MS.  in  the  hands  of  the 
|ite  lord  Frederick  Howard.  ^ 
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of  the  diftreflcd,  giving  audience  to  all  who  had  any  bu- 
fmefs  with  him,  dircdling  the  affairs  of  the  navy,  while 
wc  were  engaged  in  a  war  of  fuch  confequence,  and  giv- 
ing a  conftant  account  of  whatever  happened,  to  the  king 
and  his  mlnifters  at  Oxford'^,  Such  was  the  courage, 
fuch  were  the  labours  of  this  great  man,  who,  in  the 
midft  of  devouring  infection,  did  in  a  manner  the  whole 
bnfinefs  of  the  nation  j  and  yet  he  is  faiJ  to  have  forfeited 
aH  perfonal  regard,  and  to  have  become  ufelefs  in  a  (h©rt 
time  after  the  reltauration. 

While  he  was  ftill  charged  with  al?  thefe  fatiguing 
offices,  the  king,    in  the  fpring  of  the  liicceeding  year, 
fenl  for  him  fuddenly  to  Oxford.    He  went  thither  poft,  ^ 
and  on  his  arrival,   after  paying  his  comphmcnts  to  his 
majcfty,  and  giving  him  a  fuccinft  account  of  the  pofture  * 
in  which  he  had  left  affairs  at  London^  he  was  told,  that  ' 
the  intent  of  fending  for  him  thither  was,  to  make  him 
joint  admiral  of  the  fleet  with  prince  Rupert ^  and  that  he^ 
muO  immediately  prepare  to  go  to  fea.     He  defired  a  day's 
lime  to  conlider  of  it,  in  which  fpacc  he  confulted  with 
his  friends,  who  were  almoft  unanimoufly  agaitift  his  ac- 
cepting that  command.     They  (aid,  that  he  had  already 
eilablKhed  his  charadler  as  a  foldier,  feaman,   and  flatef- 
man  ;  and  that  it  was  unreafonabk,  at  \m  !<me  of  life,  for 
him  to  ftakc  all  the  honours  he  had  vrc;;^  c.     the  fortune 
of  a  day.     That  the  Dutch  were  alreai?y  Oiiven  into  that 
fury,  which  made  them  moft  dangerous  at  fea,  and  that 
attacking  them  now,  was  quite  another  thing  than  it  was 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war :  that  in  (hort,  the  lofs  of  a 
battle  would  exceedingly  tarnifli  his  reputation,  whereas,  a 

victory 


*  Stsrncr's  life  of  Monk,  p.  $31,  532,  333. 
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victory  gained,  could  add  very  lit(le  thereto.    The  duke 
thanked  them  for  the  refpedt  they  had  (hewn  for  his  perfon 
and  chara<fier ;  but  at  the  fajie  time  added,  thife  were  mt 
of  the  cafe  j  that  he  valued  neither  ^  farther  than  they  were 
ufeful  to  his  country  \  and  that  he  was  determined  to  obey  the 
king's  ccmmandsy  ftnce  he  was  fare  he  either  Jbould  accomplijb 
theniy  or  die  in  the  attempt ".    Having  accepted  this  com-    \ 
miiTion,  he  returned  to  London  the  third  day,  and  though 
the  war  and  the  plague  had  both  made  great  havock  a- 
mongft  the  Teamen,  yet  it  was  no  fooncr  known,  that  the 
duke  of  yilbernqrle  y/Sis  to  command  the  fleet,  than  great 
numbers  offered  iliemfelves  to  the  fervice,  bccaufe  as  they 
phrafcd  it,   they  were  fure,   honefl  George   (for  fo  they 
called  the  duke)  would  Jee  them  well  fed  andjujily  paid  p. 
-.    His  grace,. in  conjunftion  with  prince  Rupert^    ?fed 
fuch  diligence  in  equipping  the  fleet,  that  on  the  23d  of 
Jprilf  being  St.  George's  day,  they  took  leave  of  the  king, 
and  fell  down  the  river  in  one  of  the  royal  barges  to  join 
the  fleet :  when  they  arrived  in  the  Downs,  the  king  re-  , 
ceived  intelligence,  that  the  French  had  fitted  out  a  Itout 
fquadron  to  join  with  the  navy  of  the  States;  upon  which, 
he  fent  down  pofitive  orders  to  prince  Rupert  to  fail  with 
twenty  of  the  beft  frigates  in  the  flee  ,  to  fight  the  French 
fquadron  before  it  could  join  the  Dutch.    This,  without 
queftion,  had  been  a  right  meafure,  if  the  king's  intelli- 
gence had  been  good ;  but  as,  in  truth,  there  was  no  fuch 
French  fquadron,   fo   the    taking  away   fo  great  a  parr 
of  the  fleet,   expofed  the  remainder  exceedingly.     Sor  : 
have  luggeded,  that  there  was  treachery  in  this;  and  in- 
deed 


III" 


-»     A 


•  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  wars,  SkinnerMife  of  Monk,  p  335. 
Prince's  Worthies  of  Deron,  p.  471.  p  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch 
wars,  p.  39. 
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dWd,  from  fir  John  Ha^ntaifk  letter,  gfviftg  a'n  ^C6unt 
of  the  tettl*  which  eniucd,  one  ivouW  appr-hend,  that  he 
#as  of  thif  Opinion  ^.  If  is,  ho^ever^  cafy  to  account 
for  \ht  thing  other  wife,  and  by  laying  all  circumftances 
together,  I  tsluft  own  myfelf  perfuadied,  that  this  intefli- 
gence  proce^ied  frOta  the  arts  of  the  Fi^hth,  who,  by 
{Pretending  to  equip  a  great  fquadron,  and  to  fen  J'  it  early 
to  feaj  thought  to  amufe  both  us  atid  the  Dutch ^  and  engage 
us  by  dint  of  thefe  prepar^ons  to  take  falfc  itieafi:res;  ih 
Which  they  fucceeded,  for  the  Duith  fleet  ad^'ually  expti£ted 
to  }yt  joined  by  them,  as  certainly  ais  prince  Rupert  did  tof 
meet  them '. 

-  The  duke  of  Albemarle  coihrtianding  now  a?onei  dJf- 
covered  on  the  ift  of  June^  the  Dutch  fleet,  confifting 
of  about  76  fail  of  large  (hips,  whereas  the  duke  h^d  not 
above  50.    We  ha?e  already  given  an  account  of  thi* 
battles  and  fhall  here,  therefore,  confine  ourfelves  t6  fuch 
circumftanc'?:!*  a*  concern  the  duke's  pcrfonal  behaviour. 
He  immediajc'y  called  a  council  of  war,  corapofed  of 
fome  of  the  gallanteft  men  that  ever  bore  cotnmands  irt 
the  EngHJb  naty.  and  there,  "  In  regard  .cVeral  good  (hips,- 
*^  bcfides  the  Rsyn! fivereign^  then  at  anchor  in  th6  Qun- 
"  Fleets  (neither  fully  manned,  nor  ready)  would,   upon 
*•  their  relrear,  be  in  danger  of  a  furprizal  hy  the  enemy  j 
•*  and  that  fuch  a  tourfe  might  make  forte  impVelHoifif 
"  upon  thcfpirit  and  courage  of  the  fcamcn,  who  had  not 
**  been  accuftomed  to  decline  fighting  with  the  D^tchy 
"  it  was  at  la{*>  unanirtoufly  refolvcd  to  abide  them,  and 
•*  that  the  ?i<*«?t  f^ould  *>refemly  be  put  in  readinefsiofoll 
**  into  a  liac  \  *  7  h:* it  appears,  that  this  was  an  aft  done 

by 


H  K«nncr'«comp!eacb!Uo»y  cf  i-'agUnd,  vol.  iii.  p.  281.  «■  Le 
Clerc,  torn.  138.  dc  NeuvUle,  Vie  de  Ruytcr.  f  S(?c  p.  2:53. 
«  Skinnci',  life  of  g<-i£ral  Mcnk,  p  340, 
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by  the  whole  council  of  war,  and  upon  fery  rational  mo- 
tives i  fo  that  to  charge  the  duke  with  running  too  great 
a  hazard  from  bis  contempt  of  the  Duichf  is  treathig  his 
memory  ill  without  any  juft  grounds*.    The  firft  day 
the  enemy  gained  little  or  no  advantage,  notwithftanding 
their  great  fupcriority,  this  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
duke's  exftmple,  who^  though  he  was  once  obliged  to  be 
towed  out  of  the  line,  yet  after  making  the  neceflary  re- 
pairs in  his  rigging,  bore  into  the  centre  of  the  Dui^b 
fleet,,  where  he  engaged  di  Ruyttr  with  incredible  fury  "^  ; 
hoping  his  own  iuccefs  might  have  opened  a  path  to 
victory. 

1'hb  next  morning  the  duke  called  a  fecond  council 
of  war^  in  which  he  delivered  himfclf  thus,     1/  wt  had 
driadid  tbi  numbir  of  our  entfnies^  wejbould  have  JUd  yefitr^ 
day  }  but  J  thmgh  W9  an  inferior  to  them  in/hipsy  we  are 
in  all  things  elfe  fuperior.     Force  gives  them  cottragi ;  lit 
uSy  if  we  need  it^  borrow  refolution  from  the  thoughts  of 
what  we  have  formerly  performed.    Let  the  enemy  feel  that 
though  our  fleet  be  divided^  our  fpirit  is  entire.    At  the 
imrfi^  it  will  be  more  honourable  to  die  bravely  here  on  our 

>  .  own 


i} 


"  Bilbop  Burnet  fnys,  that  the  Er^glilb  fleet,  by  the  end  of  the 
Aght,  was  quite    unrigged,  and  were  in   no  condition  to  work 
themfelvei  off;  fo  that  they  muft  have  been  all  taken,  funk,  or 
burnt,  if  prince  Rupert  hud  not  come  in  good  time— -The- Court 
gare  out,  that  it  was  a  viftory,  a  id  public  thankl^ivings  were 
ordtred  ;   which  was  a  horrid   mocking  of  God,  and  a  lying  to 
the  world.     We   h.id.  in  ore  refpffl,  reaion  to  thank  God,  thar 
we  had  not  loll  our  whole  fleet,  hillory  of  his  own   times,  vol.  i. 
p.  377,   378.     This  account  is  viiibly   falfr  ;  for    il  the   Dutch 
ooutd.have  deftroyed  our  whole  fleet,  and  were  forced  to  (heer  off, 
iwithout  doing  it,  this  was  a  vi^ory,  the  enemy's  purpofc  being 
defeated.     But  the  Dutch  admiral  owncJ  the  facl  to  be  other- 
wife,  and  that  the  Duke  with  the  Engliih  fl  ct  (before  prince  Ru- 
pert's arrival)  were  aggrtflbrs  to  the  hU.      "*  Philips'i  chroaide, 
p.-Jji.  Colomna  Rollrau,  SkinncVlif-of  Mc-.k., 
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iwn  elermnti  than  t9  bi  madi  Jpe^ades  u  the  Dutch.    Tt 
be  ovircomt^  is  the  fortune  of  war  j  but  tofly^  is  thefaflnm 
of  cowards.     Let  us  teach  the  worlds  that  Engliflimen  had 
rather  be  acquainted  with  death  than  with  fear  *,    The  en- 
gagement beg;in  about  eight,  and  continued  till  it  was 
night;  but  our  fleet  fuffered  fo  much,  that* in  a  council  of 
war  held  in  the  afternoon,  it  was  refolved  to  make  a  fair 
retreat;   which  the  duke  performed  the  next  day  with 
great  prudence  and  honour.    In  the  evening  of  that  day, 
prince  Rupert  with  his  fquadron  came  in,  and  the  duke's 
fl!5ct  endeavouring  10  join  it,  the  Royal  Prince,  command- 
»,j  by  fir  George  Jyfcue,  ran  a*ground,  and  was  burnt  by 
the  enemy.    Before  night,  however,   the  Engli/h  fleets 
joined,  and  then  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  in  a  council 
of  war,  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  his  majefty's  honour, 
and  the  reputation  of  the  Britijb  fleet,  to  fuflier  the  Dutch 
to  return  with  any  appearance  of  an  advantage,  and  that 
therefore,  they  fhould  attapk  them  the  next  day,  as  early 
a»  poflible ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  when  the  duke, 
notwithftanding  his  hard  fervice  in  the  three  former  en* 
gagements,  palled,  in  conjunction  with  the  prince,  five 
times  througn  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  had  in  all  probability 
beat  the  ^r  at  laft,  if  by  an  unlucky  accident  the  prince's 
ihip  had  not  been  difabled,  and  foon  after  the  Duke's ; 
which,  however,  did  not  hinder  their  firing  upon  tho 
Dutch  till  it  was  dark  y.    Two  days  after,  the  lieet  return- 
ed  to  our  own  coaft,  and  the  prince  and  duke  to  London, 
On  the  report  of  this  extraordinary  adion,  many  took 

the 


T^  Skinner's  hiilory  of  the  coropofin|^  the  affairs  of  England 
by  the  rcftauration,  &c.  p.  88.  Echard*s  hiftory  of  England,  p.  830. 
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Ecbard,  Rapin. 
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the  libertyj  as  his  friends  forefaw  they  would,  to  ccnfure 
the  duke  of  Albemarle*%  condudtj  but  the  king  having 
thoroughly  examined  the  matter,  declared  himfelf  fully  fa- 
tisiied  with  his  behaviour ;  adding,  that  it  was  grounded 
on  reafon  a^  .d  necefllty,  and  that  the  honour  of  the  na- 
tion was  concerned  in  it :  that  hei  had  thereby  given  the 
greatell  inllahce  of  his  own,  and  of  the  Englijh  valour ; 
arid  had  raifed  the  reputatioh  of  our  naval  force  to  fuch  a 
height  of  glory,  as  ^ould  render  it  for  ever  terrible  to  its 
enemies,  and  refpedled  by  its  friends  *. 
,  Th^  Dutch  fleet  having  AifFered  \t{ty  was  again  very 
foon  at  fea ;  but  they  had  not  been  long  upon  our  coaft 
before,  to  their  amazement,  the  Engli/h  fleet  came  out  of 
the  Thames y  and  then  they  ftood  oVei-  to  their  own.     On 
the  24th  of  3^«/v,  both  fleets  were  in  fight' of  each  other, 
and  the  nexii  day  by  fix  in  the  morning,  a  bloody  battle 
began,  wherein  the  Engli/h  gained  a  clear  and  compleat 
vidtory,  and  the  Dutth  were  driven  into  their  ports.    Up- 
on this,  thei-e  followed  the  burning  of  the  town  of  Bran- 
daris,   by  fir  Robert  Holmes j  where  the  enemy's  lofs,   as 
Mr.  Echard  tells  us,  oh  the  Lulhority  of  a  good  MS.  in 
the  paper-office,  ftll  very  little  Ihort  of  a  million  fterlingV 
This  was  the  laft  great  adtion  performed  at  fea  by  the 
duke  of  jflbemarle.    On  his  return,  he  found  the  city  of 
London  in  afhes,  a  misfortune  which,  however,  redounded 
to  his  reputation,  fince  the  people  faid  openly  in  the  ftreets 
as  he  pafTed,  that  if  his  grace  had  been  there,  the  city  had 
not  been  burnt,  which  is  fuch  an  extravagant  mark  of  af- 
ffedlion  for  his  perf  jn,  as  could  arife  only  froto  their  pcrfe^ 
Vol.  II.  B  b  fatisfadlion, 
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fatisfadion,  in  regard  to  what  he  had  formerly  performed: 
and  it  mull  alfo  add  much  to  his  character  in  the  opinion 
of  all  true  judges  of  merit,  that  he  was  recalled  from  the 
coofmand  oi  the  fleet  by  his  majefty,  purely  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people  upon  this  misfortune ''.  ^       . 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1667,   the  king  had  fome 
new  advices  given  him  in  regard  to  the  management  of 
his  navy,  which  were  by  no  means  approved  by  the  duke 
of  Albemarli,    The  drift  of  them  was  this,  that  as  the 
Dutch  were  chiefly  fupportcd  by  trade,  As  the  fupply  of 
their  navy  depended  upon  trade,  and  as  experience  (hewed, 
nothing  provoked  the  people  fo  much  as  injuring  their 
trade,  his  majefty  (hould  therefore  apply  himfelf  to  this, 
which  would  efie^ually  humble  tbem^  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  would  lefs  exhauft  us,  than  fitting  out  fuch  rttjgbty 
fleets  as  had  hitherto  kept  the  fea  every  fummer.    Sir  John 
Law/on  was  particularly  fond  of  this  dodrine,  which  by 
degrees  grew  acceptible  to  the  king,  not  fo  much  from  a 
perfuafion  of  its  being  jud  and  reafonable,  as  from  a  fenfe 
that  it  fuited  with  his  own  condition,  the  vaft  expences 
of  his  court,  rendering  it  very  difficult  to  raife  fuch  Aims 
as  were  requiflte  to  keep  up  the  navy.  Befldes,  there  was 
a  peace  then  treating,  and  the  king  had  the  ftrongeft  afllir- 
ances  given  him  from  the  Fnntb  court,  (on  purpofis  to  be^ 
tray  and  miflead  him)  that  the  Dutch  would  fit  out  no 
fleet  that  fummer,  and  upon  thefe  motives  the  king  look 
a  fatal  refolution  of  laying  up  his  great  ibips,  and  keep- 
ing only  a  few  frigates  on  the  cruize  S 
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It  An  de  Wit  it  who  had  perfect  intelligence  of  all  that 
t»afled  here,  and  who  perhaps  wanted  not  fome  friends  to 
propound  fuch  dcftrudlive  oieaTures  as  were  then  purfued, 
immediately  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity }  and  having  firft 
amufed  the  king  with  an  attempt  in  Scotland  grounded  on 
their  refentment,  al  it  was  faid,  for  the  injuries  done  their 
ttade  by  prirateiUv  from  thence;  they  in  the  mid  ft  of  fum- 
tner  came  with  a  formidable  fleet,   piloted  by  our  own 
traitors,  into  the  mouth  of  the  tbames^  and  on  Thurfday 
tiie  nth  of  Jam  1667^  appeared  before  Chatham^,    In 
this  trying  circumftance,  the  molt  diOionourable  to  the 
BngUJb  naiion  that  perhaps  ever  happened  in  any  reign, 
the  duke  of  Albimark  was  immediately  thought  of  as  the 
fitteft  perfon,  to  raife  the  fpirit^  of  the  people  by  his  pre- 
fence,  and  to  defeat  the  enemy's  deiigns  by  his  condudl. 
He  did  all,   or  even  more  than  could  be  expef^ed  from 
him  to  fruftrate  the  fcheme  of  the  de  Wtts*,  but  fuch  a 
panick  had  (truck  the  people,  and  fuch  a  want  of  capacity 
was  vifible  in  thofe  who  had  the  diretflion  of  the  king's 
yards,  that  his  ordcis  were  very  indifferently  obeyed  *,   He 
caufed,  however,  feveral  (hips  to  be  funk  in  the  narrow 
paflage  by  the  Mufile-Bdnk^  and  took  fuch  other  precau- 
tions as  were  of  much  fervice ;  andj  had  he  been  well  fe- 
tonded,  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  in  the  world,  to  believe 
the  Dutch  had  reaped  no  great  credit  from  this  undertak- 
ing.  At  lea(t,  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  parliament,  who 
highly  approved  the  duke's  conduct,  and  on  the  narrative 
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*  Phillips's  chronicle,    Burcher,    Columna    Roflrata,   Echar^, 
Rapin,  •  See  his  grace's  account  of  this  matter  prcfcnted  to 

parliament,  which  may  be  found  in  ftveral  books ;  but  pin  cu- 
Jarly  in  the  hillory  nnd  proceedings  of  the  houCe  qf  .c^mniQOH 
printed  for  chandkr,  vol.  i.  p.  1 14.  ,    -,'^  '^-..^ 
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he  prcfenred  them  in  r?dation  to  this  affair,  they  impeach- 
ed commiiTioner  Pett^  relying  implicitly  as  to  fafts  on  the 
credit  of  what  his  grace  was  pleafed  to  tell  them  ^  i  fo 
that  it  was  a  juft  obfervation,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  well 
turned  panegyric,  of  a  learned  prelate,  when  he  faid  of 
*  the  duke's  behaviour  in  this  unlucky  bufinefs.  That  even 
where  the  ijjite  of  the  whole  matter  was  not  very  profperouSy 
God  was  pleafed  to  order  his  part  fo^  that  he  came  off  with 
immortal  honour  and  reputation^,  ;,•  ;  <  i^^    , 

After  the  Dutch  war  was  over,  and  the  king  had  it 
much  in  his  mind  to  do  his  people  a  pleafure,  he  thought 
fit,  on  the  deceafe  of  the  earl  of  Southampton^  to  put  the 
treafury  into  commiffion  ;  yet  that  it  might  not  be  furmi- 
fed  the  public  was  in  any  danger  from  the  lofs  of  fo  great 
a  man,  as  the  treafurer  was  allowed  to  be,  the  duke  of 
Albemarle  was  put  at  the  head  of  that  commifTion  :  and 
this  was  the  laft  mark  of  royal  favour  in  this  kind,  which 
he  received  for  loiing  his  health  fuddenly,  (that  till  then 
he  had  furprizingly  retained,  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  and 
fo  great  fatigues,)  he  chofe  to  retire  from  public  bufinefs, 
and  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  tirae  in  attending  that 
dillblution  which  appeared  to  be  not  far  ofF^  Yet,  hav- 
ing fome  relief  from  his  diftemper,  which  was  a  dropfy,  by 
.  the  affiftance  of  one  dr.  Sermon  of  Brijiol;  and  when  J'5 
relapfed  again,  continuing  long  in  a  declining  way,  he  ftill 
ihevved  much  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  a  very  warm  af- 
tedion  for  his  country.  Many  vifits  he  received  from 
his  majefty  and  the  duke  ofYork  in  his  laft  ficknefs,  whom 
he  always  entertained  with  decent  difcourfes  on  the  im- 

pofiibiliiy 


^^■71 


<■  Sec  the  heads  of  this  impeachment  in  Echard.  p.  853. 
p  Dr  Seth"  Ward,  bitoop  of  SaliHiury  in  his  funeral  fermon  on 
the  duke  of  Albemarle.  ''  Skinner^s  life  of  Monk,  p.  369- 
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poffibility  of  fupporting  the  royal  authority  any   other 
way,  than  by  purfuing  the  true  intereft  of  the   nation. 
He  was  likewife  attended  by  the  molt  confiderable  perfons 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  whom  he  exhorted  to  main- 
tain,, in  their  legiflative  capacities,  a  good  correfpondence 
^ith  the  crown,  and  with  each  other.    This,  he  faid,  was 
the  only  way  to  ferve  the  people ;  for  if  once  the  pallions 
of  private  men,  or,    which  was  the  fame  thing  in  ano- 
ther, dfefs,  the  particular  intereft  of  parlies  came  to  influ- 
ence their  debates,  the  public  would  reap  no  good  fruits 
(rom  them.    With  the  fame  prefence  of  mind,  he  regu- 
lated the  concerns  of  his  family,  caufing  his  only  fon  to  be 
married  to  the  daughter  of  lord  Ogle  in  his  chamber,  on 
the  30th  of  Dectmher  i668,  j  id  on  the  3d  of  January 
following  he  quietly  yielded  up  his  breath,  fitting  in  his 
chair,  when  he  had  lived  near  threefcore  and  two  ye^rs  ^ . 
V  After  fpeaking  of  him  fo  fully  in  his  public,  it  may 
oot  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of  fo  great  a  man  in   his 
private  capacity,  the  temper  of  his  mind,  and  his  abilities 
Dgtural  and  acquired.    As  to  his  perfon,  he  was  a  ilrong 
well-built  man,  of  a  good  prefence,  and  very  able  to  en- 
dure fatigue.    The  advantages  he  derived  from  natur«, 
were  much  ftrengthencd  by  his  manner  of  living.    He 
was  always  an  early  rifer,  his  private  devotions,  and  what- 
ever family  concerns  he  had  to  manage,  being  conftant- 
ly  attended  to  and  difpatched  by  feven  o'clock,  when  he 
gave  audience  without  diilindion  to  all  who  delired  ir, 
and  conftantly  difpatched  (if  it  was  in  his  power)  every 
poor  man's  bufincfs  on  the  fpot.    He  was  an  enemy  to 

3  b  3      ■  all 
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all  oppreffion  in  the  army,  and  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  that 
his  officers  ftiould  have  power  to  command  and  to  proteft, 
but  not  to  terrify  or  pillage  the  foldiers  K  He  was  a  ftrift 
pbferver  of  difcipline,  of  which  he  gave  a  ftrange  inftance 
at  the  end  of  the  firft  Dutch  war  in  CromweS's  time. 
The  feamen  came  to  the  navy-office  in  crouds  to  demand 
their  prize-money:  he  told  them,  that  there  were  fifteen 
hundred  (hips  to  be  fold,  and  that  as  fofon  as  they  were 
fold  they  (hould  have  their  money,  with  which  they 
feemed  to  be  fatisfiedj  but  in  the  afternoon;  there  caine 
four  or  five  ihoufand  of  them  armed  towards  Whitehall^ 
which  Monk  hearing,  met  them  at  Charing-Crofi,  in  com- 
pany with  Cromw^H  and  fome  other  officers,  where  with- 
out much  expoitulation  he  drew  his  fword,  and  woimded 
feyeral  of  them,  upbraiding  them  with  not  depending 
on  his  word,  who  never  broke  it  j  which  had  fuch  an  ef* 
feft  upon  them,  that  forgetting  their  fornjer  fuiy,  they 
qviietly  retired,  and  were  afterwards  very  honeftly  paid '. 
He  was  extremely  moderate  in  his  way  of  living,  eatii^ 
but  one  meal  a  day,  and  that  homely  and  heartily.  He 
defpifed  and  hated  drinking ;  and  having  fettled  his  afliedi- 
pns  on  the  woman  he  married,  was  a  tender  and  conftant 
hufhand  through  the  courfe  of  his  life.  As  a  Either,  h« 
Ihewed  more  of  paffion  than  in  any  other  character  j  for 
on  the  lofs  of  his  fecond  fon  Gsorge  in  Scotland^  he  gave 
way  to  his  grief  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  furprized  all  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  firmnefs  of  his  temper  in  other 
,        ,  '  .  rcfpedU 


^  See  Gamble's  life  of  Monk,  whi>-h  in  thefe  circumftances 
deferves  the  more  to  be  depended  on,  fince  the  author  was  a  con- 
fiant  eye  witnefs  of  what  he  wrote.  '  Lives  Engliih  and 

Foreign,  p.  144^  where  'tis  faid^  hexut  off  a  man's  nofc^  and  gav^ 
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rerpedls  ■".    His  valour  was  very  Angular,  for  he  was  fierce 
without  lofing  his  temper,  and  had  an  extraordinary  mea- 
fure  of  patience,  joined  with  boundlefs  courage ;  z  nd  thefe 
qualities  he  poflefled  as  much  as  ever,  even  in  the  decline 
of  life.    In  the  fecond  Dutch  war  a  chain -(hot  took  away 
his  breeches,  yet  he  never  altered  his  countenance,  or  his 
place  ".   In  the  Chatham  bufinefs,  apprehending  the  Dutch 
Would  land,  he  expofed  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  their  can- 
npn-fliot,  that  fiis"  example  might  keep  others  to  their  duty, 
aQd  defeat  the  defiga  of  the  enemy,  as  it  did  ;  and  when  a 
perfon  of  diftin<5tion  expoftulaied  with  him  on  this  head, 
and  would '  have  perfuaded   him   to  retire,  he  anfwered 
very  cooly.  Sir,  if  I  had  been  afraid  of  bullets,  I  JhouJd 
have  quitted  this  trade  of  a  foldier  long  ago  **.     His  cardi- 
nal virtves  were  prudence  and  modefty:  the  former  enabled 
him  to  perfprni  the  great  things  he  did,  and  the  latter,  re- 
llrained  him  from  ever  valuing  himfelf  on  the  great  things 
he  had  done.     He  ^yas  equally  dear  to  the  king,  and  to 
the  nation;  and  it  was  his  peculiar  felicity,  that  he  had 
the  afFe^ion^  of  both,  without  incurring  the  jealoufy  of 
either.     He  wouW  have  retired  immediately  after  the  re- 
ftauration,   if  his  country  could  have  fpared  him  j   and 
when  he  faw  it  could  not,  he  fcrved  it  as  chearfully  as  be- 
fore.   He  ferved  it  in  how  many  capacities  ?  He  com- 
j  .^  ii  b  4  manded 
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"»  Skinner  and  Gumble*s  life  of  Monk.  "  Skinner's  life 

of  Monk,  p  342.  The  duke  ot  Buckingham(hire  gives  lj  a 
much  flroiiger  proof  of  his  refoiution,  on  his  own  knowlc^'ge  ; 
for  he  Lys,  the  duke  of  Albemarle  declared  at  the  beginning  of 
this  aftion,  that  he  was  fure  of  one  thing,  viz.  that  he  would  not 
be  taken  ;  and  that  he  faw  him  charge  a  ii.tie  pocket  piltol  with 
powder,  which  his  grace  believed  he  would  have  iirtd  into  tlie 
powder-room,  in  cale  the  Dutch  had  boarded  urn.  Ste  his  me- 
moirs prefixed  to  his  works,  p.  6.         ^  Gumbie's  life  of  Monk. 
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manded  the  army  in  chief,  when  the  king  and  the  nation's 
fafetydep'^nded  upon  that  command.  He  was  put  at  the 
Jiead  of  a  commiflion  for  managing  the  treafury,  or  rather 
fettling  it.  His  adlivi:;'  was  neceflary  for  fupprefling  all 
iniurrcdtions.  His  prefence  was  thought  requifite  in  the 
higheft  courts  of  juftice.  If  he  was  intruded  by  the  king 
\yith  the  army,  he  was  likewife  entrufted  by  the  duke 
■with  the  fleet.  He  had  the  care  of  the  city  when  vifited 
ivith  the  plague  J  ihe  command  of  the  navy  when  we 
inade  war  with  France  and  Holland  at  the  fame  time. 
He  was  fent  for  to  recover  the  minds  of  the  citizens  after 
the  fire.  He  was  fent  to  meet  the  threatning  invafion  of 
the  Duico  J  and  as  he  made  way  for  the  treafurer  ^cuth- 
amptony  fo  on  his  death  he  was  thought  the  only  man  that 
could  replace  him.  Well  then  might  fecretary  Nicho' 
laSy  that  able  and  faithful  fervant  of  the  crown,  fay,  (and 
he  faid  it  when  the  duke  had  done  a  fev/  only  of  thefe 
great  things)  That  independent  of  his  merit  in  the  rejlaura^ 
tion^  the  duke  of  Albemarle  by  his  indefatigable  zeal,  and 
fuuefful  fervices  afterwards^  had  merited  more  than  his 
prince  could  do  for  him  p.  Such  was  the  man  whom  his 
mafter  was  not  afhamed  to  call  hisfatbery  becaufc  indeed 
he  was  the  father  of  his  country  "i  /  7"   '  "  ■ '    T 
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P  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  318.  Lord  Landfdown's  works, 
vol.  ii.  p.  267.  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  fecretary  Nicholas 
was  a  Orifl  dt-pcndatic  on  the  chancellor  Ciareadon,  who  lived  at 
opeji  variance  with  the  duke  of  Albemarle.  •»   Lives  Englifti 

and  Foreign,  p.  1 88.  It  was  faid  of  him  after  his  deceafe,  by  the 
king,  that  the  duke  of  Albemarle  never  overvalued  the  fervices 
of  general  Monk.  What  thofe  fervices  were,  appears  in  the  pre- 
ambles 10  the  patents  of  the  duke  of  Albemarle  and  the  earl  of 
Bath,  where  the  rcftauration  is  afcribed  to  them  by  the  king 
himfelf. 
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When  his  fon  went  to  wait  upon  the  king  with  the 
enfigns  of  the  order  of  the  garter,  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  reftore  them  to  him.  The  king  Hkewife  diretl- 
ed  the  duke*s  body  to  be  removed  to  Somerfei-hcu/e,  where 
it  lay  for  many  weeks  in  ftate,  and  on  the  4th  of  Jpril 
was  removed  with  great  funeral  pomp  to  IFeJiniinJler' 
Abbey,  and  there  interred  in  Henry  VII.  chapel  \  Yet,  as  if 
his  fame  had  flood  in  need  of  no  fuch  fupport,  a  monument 
was  negleded  ;  only  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  the  place, 
prcferve  his  figure  in  wax,  and  think  it  fufBcient  to  raife 
the  adniiration  of  every  loy^l  fpeftatof  to  fay,  Tkii  is  ^^- 
neral  MouK.}  '      '      ""  '   -" 

''He  left  behind  him  an  only  fon,  ChriJIopher  duke  of 
Albemarle^  to  whom  both  king  Charley  and  king  James 
Ihewed  great  refpe£t.  It  muft  be  confefTed,  that  he  had 
tiot  his  father's  abilities,  either  in  the  cabinet,  or  in  the 
field;  but  he  was  a  generous,  good-natured  man,  and 
lefTened  confiderably  the  very-  large  cftate  that  was  left 
liim,  by  indulging  pleafures  his  father  defpifed »  :  yet  he 
had  many  good  qualities,  and  particularly  that  of  fhelter- 
ing  and  encouraging  merit  in  diftrefs.  He  gave  a  Angu- 
lar inftance  of  this  in  fupporting  captain  Phipps,  after- 
wards fir  tyilliam  PhippSj  and  governor  of  New  England, 
He  came  over  to  make  a  propofal  for  fifhing  on  a  wreck 
on  the  coafl  of  Hifpaniola,  ahd  made  the  defign  appear 
fo  highly  probable,  and  at  the  faitie  time  fo  prafticable, 
that  king  Charles  II.  granted  him  a  fhip  called  the  Algter 
Roje,  and  furnifhed  him  with  whatever  was  thought  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  undertaking;  which,  however,  failed  of 
fuccefs,  and  captain  Phipps  returned  as  poor  and  as  pofr- 

live 


'  Philips,  Kennet,  Echard,  Skinner,  Gumblci  &c. 
Englifh  and  Foreign,  p.  196, 
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tive  as  ever  \  He  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  king  Jdmes 
II.  (who  by  this  time  was  on  the  throne)  another  ihip; 
but  to  no  purpofe.  Afterwards  he  fet  on  foot  a  propo- 
fal  for  making  it  a  private  adventure ;  for  which  he  was 
at  firft  laughed  at,  till  the  duke  of  Albemarli  engaged  in 
the  defign,  and  advanced  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  to- 
wards fitting  him  out.  He  quickly  compleated  the  reft, 
and  in  the  year  1687,  failed  in  the  Bridgwater  Merchant,  a 
fliip  of  two  hundred  tons  on  the  fame  fcheme,  propofmg 
to  make  an  equal  diftribution  of  the  profits  on  twenty 
{hares,  into  which  the  cxpencc  of  the  undertaking  was 
divided  ". 

He  was  more  lucky  in  his  fecond  enterprize,  though 
not  ti!l  his  patience  was  almod  worn  out ;  and  afterwacds 
profecuted  his  defign  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  a  fhort 
fpace  he  returned  to  England  with  300,000/.  in  filver. 
On  his  arrival,  there  wanted  not  fome  who  would  havfli 
perfuaded  the  king  to  feize  hisfhip  and  cargo,  under  pre- 
tence, that  captain  Phipps  had  not  given  s  \z.Gt  infofr 
mation,  when  he  applied  for  his  licence,  a  ^  v  royal  af- 
fiftance:  but  bis  majefty  generoufly  anfwered,  that  he 
knew  the  captain  to  be  an  honeil  man,  and  a  man  of  ho- 
nour; and  that  if  he  had  brought  home  twice  as  much 
treafure,  his  proprietors  (hould  divide  it.  His  majedy  fur- 
tjjer  exprefled  his  fatisfaftion  by  knighting  him  "*.  The 
duke  of  Albemarle  had  for  his  fhare  90,000  /.  and  fir  Tf^tl- 
Ham  about  20,000  /. ".  This  piece  of  good  fortune  is 
thought  to  have  engaged  the  duke  of  Albemarle  to  ask  king 
James  for  the  government  of  Jamaka,  which  he  obtain- 
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<  Sir  William  Phipp's  life,  by  Increafe  Mather.  "  Lives 

Eng'ifti  and  Foreign,  p.  196.  *  Life  of  king  Jame»  II.  p. 

392.        *  Brixifh  Empire  in  America,  vol.  i.  p.  \  30. 
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^d :  but  if  it  was  with  a  view  to  re^p  further  advantages 
from  that,  or  other  wreclcs,  he  wai  ditappointed  ;  for 
wl.wthei  it  was  that  the  treafure  was  exhauiled,  or  that 
the  fhip  being  broken  up,  the  fea  by  degrees  iiiflipated  it3 
contents  \  certain  it  is,  that  nothing  of  coniequence  could 
afterwards  be  obtained  f|-om  that  wrecic  ^,  His  grace's 
free  way  of  living,  efpeciaily  in  regard  to  the  bottle^ 
tendered  that  a  very  unfit  climate  for  him  to  live  in,  and 
therefore  we  need  not  wonder,  that  he  did  not  long  en- 
joy bis  government ;  but  died  in  the  year  following  with- 
oa:  ifii^e :  apd  fo  this  noble  family  because  extinft  '.    .  .  .;^ 
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FAME  belongs  juftly  to  thofe,  who  have  deferved 
well  of  fociety ;  but  the  higheft  degree  of  glory 
ought  to  wait  on  the  memory  of  fuch  illuftrious  perfons 
as  have  been  martyrs  for  their  country,  and  died,  either 
to  ferve,  or  to  preferve  it.  If  this  be  a  juft  pofition,  as 
U  muft  be  fure  allowed  by  every  thinking  man  j  then  the 
noble  perfon  whofe  memoirs  are  at  prefent  to  employ  our 
care,  ought  ever  to  be  revered  by  Britons.  His  life  was 
an  uniform  fcene  of  patriotifm,  and  public  fpirit  j  his  deatl^ 
fo  extraordinary  a  ftrain  of  exalted  courage,  that  as  few 
fafts  in  modern  hiftory  come  near  it,  fo  none  in  more  anr 
cient  and  lefs  corrupted  times  exceed  it. 
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'  T  0  fpeak  of  the  antiquity,  or  nobility  of  this  family, 
would  be  an  idle  walle  of  words ;  the  very  name  of  Mon- 
trgue  is  fufficient  to  inform  every  intelligent  reader,  of  all 
that  I  could  fay  on  that  fubjedl.  Mr.  Edward  Monta- 
gue was  the  only  furviving  fon  of  fir  Sidney  Montague^  tho 
youngefl  of  fix  fons  of  Edward  lord  Montague  of  Bough- 
ton  ■.  He  was  born  July  27,  1625  •»,  and  having  re- 
ceived all  the  advantages  which  a  liberal  education  could 
beftow,  he  came  very  early  into  the  world,  and  into  bu- 
finefs;  efpecially,  if  we  confider  the  times  in  which  ho 
lived,  and  the  qualities  neceffary  for  men  to  be  diftinguiflt- 
ed  in  ihem. 

He  married,  when  little  above  feventeen,  the  daugh- 
ter  of  Mr.  CreWy  afterwards  lord  Crew  of  $tene  ^ ;  and 
being  thought  more  warmly  affeded  to  the  caufe  of  the 
parliament,  than  his  father  fir  Sidney  Montague  was,  who 
bad  been  expelled  his  feat  for  refufing  to  take  an  oath  to^ 
live  and  die  with  the  earl  of  EJex,  and  giving  fqch  a  rear 
fon  for  it,  as  it  was  eafier  to  punilh  than  anfwer**,  re- 
ceived a  commiflion  dated  Ju^u/l  20,  1643,  to  raife  and 
command  a  regiment  under  the  earl  before-mentioned. 
This  colonel  Montague^  though  but  eighteen,  performed. 


?    »  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  221.  *•  Peerage  of  England, 

Vol.  ii  p.  280.  *  Peerage  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p  a8i. 

.'^  He  told  the  fpeaker,  *•  he  would  not  fwear  to  live  with  that  no- 
*'  blemnn,  becaufe  he  was  an  old  man,  and  might  die  before 
**  him  ;  nor  would  he  fwear  to  die  with  hioi,  fmce  the  nnX  was 
"  S^'"g  wi^'^  ^^  army  againfl  the  king,  which  he  did  not  know 
**  how  to  ivic  from  treafon  ;  and  therefore  could  not  tell,  what 
"  end  that  great  man  might  come  to."  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p. 
321.  The  parliamenr'a  expellmg  this  gentleman  merely  tor  de- 
claring bis  fentjment,  is  complained  of  in  one  of  the  king's 'de- 
clarations as  a  moil  arbitrary  proceeding.  Clarendo^^s  hiilory, 
vol.  ii.  p.  S I  ,  ,  ■  1       '.  "t  ^i.u? 
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and  the  intercft  of  his  fan  !y  being  very  extenfive,  he 
took  the  field  in  fix  weeks.  He  was  prefent  at  the  ftorm* 
ing  of  Lincolfiy  on  the  6th  of  May^  1644,  which  was 
one  of  the  warmed  actions  in  the  war.  He  was  like  wife 
in  the  battle  of  Marfion-Moor^  which  was  fought  on  the 
ad  of  July,  the  fame  year,  where  he  greatly  diftinguifh- 
cd  himfelf  i  infomuch,  that  foon  after,  when  the  city  of 
York  demanded  to  capitulate,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commiflioners  for  fettling  the  articles;  which  mull  have 
been  the  pure  effedls  of  perfonal  merit,  fince  he  was  then 
but  in  his  nineteenth  year  *.  We  find  him  the  next  year 
in  the  battle  of  Nafeby^  and  in  the  month  of  July^  1645, 
he  ftormed  the  town  of  Bridgwater  ^  In  September^  he 
commanded  a  brigade  in  the  ftorm  of  Brijlol,  where  he 
performed  very  remarkable  fervice;  and  on  the  loth  of 
September f  1645,  fubfcribed  the  articles  of  the  capitula- 
tion, granted  to  prince  Rupert^  on  the  delivery  of  that 
important  place  to  the  parliament  8 ;  the  news  of  this,  in 
conjunction  with  colonel  Hammond^  he  was  appointed  to 
carry,  for  which  a  thankfgiving  was  ordered  ^  •  '•* 

But  after  all  this  warm  fervice  in  the  army,  at  an 
age  when  few  people  have  feen  one,  he  (hewed  no  incli- 
nation to  make  the  fword  the  fupreme  power  ;  but  when, 
by  the  artifices  of  their  leaders,  the  foldiers  declared  a- 
gainft  the  parliament,  and  impeached  eleven  of  its  moft 
worthy  members,  he  forbore  going  to  the  houfe,  where, 
though  not  of  age,  he  fate  as  knight  for  Huntingdon/hire  K 
His  acquaintance,  however,  with  Cramwell;  the  court 
f»aid  him  by   that  artful  man,    and   his  own  generous 

un- 


«  Rufltworth's  hiftorical  colle(5lions,  vol-  v.  p.  637. 
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6  Ibid.  vol.  vi.  p>  83,  86. 
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unfuTpedling  temper,  drew  him  in  to  accept  a  feat  at 
the  board  of  treafury,  and  into  a  (hare  of  the  tranf- 
anions  in  thofe  times,  with  which  he  was  very  much  dif- 
iatisfied  upon  refledtion.  After  the  Dutch  war  was  over^ 
he  was  brought  into  a  command  of  the  ficetj  and  was 
made  choice  of  by  the  proteflor,  to  be  joined  with  Blakt^ 
in  his  expedition  into  the  Medittrranean  ^, 

Admiral  Montagut  found  abundance  of  difficulties 
to  ilruggic  with,  at  the  very  entrance  on  this  afl^ir; 
-ttianX  of  the  officers  being  difpleafed  with  the  fervice  in 
which  they  v/ere  tr  be  engaged,  and  not  a  few  infilled 
on  laying  down  their  commiflions.  He  managed  this  in« 
tricate  bufinefs  with  great  prudence  and  dexterity,  fo  as 
to  (hrw  a  due  regard  to  difcipline,  Mrithout  running  into 
any  ads  of  fcverity :  and  this  had  a  very  happy  efiedf 
ilncc,  by  that  time  he  came  to  fail,  the  fleet  wai  pretty 
wdl  fettled,  and  the  officers  difpoied  to  a£t  in  obedience 
to  orders '.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year,  1656,  we  find 
him  in  the  AUditerrauian^  where  himfelf,  and  his  collea- 
gue, Blake^  meditated  great  things.  They  once  thought 
of  attacking  the  Spanijh  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz  ; 
but  after  attentively  confidering  the  port,  it  was  refolved  in 
a  council  of  war,  that  fuch  an  attempt  was  impra£licable< 
Then  Gibraltar  was  mentioned,  as  a  place  that  would  be 
of  great  utility,  in  cafe  it  could  be  taken.  Admiral  Mon- 
^ague,  in  a  letter  to  fecrctary  7'hurloe;  gave  his  judgment 
of  this  projedt,  with  great  fagacity.  According  to  his  fenti- 
ments,  the  only  method  of  taking  that  place,  was,  to 
land  a  body  of  forces  on  the  J/lhmus,  and  thereby  cut  off 
..,'  ••  ,  ,..',-■:         the 


*  Thurloe*s  State-papers,  vol.  it.p.'m'  Clarendon,  Whitlock, 
Philips,  Keonet,  £chanf.  [  Thurloe's  State -papers^  vol.  iv.  p. 
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the  communication  of  the  town  with  the  main ;  and  in 
this  niuation>  to  make  a  brilk  attempt  upon  the  place. 
Yet  as  a  proof  of  the  fallibility  of  human  underftanding, 
we  Hnd  in  this  very  letter ;  a  propofal  for  fending  five 
thoufand  land-forces,  on  account  of  the  hafly  difpofiiion  of 
the  feamen,  which  rendered  them  unfit  to  perform  any  cf- 
fedlual  fcrvice  on  fliore.  ™.  When  this  place,  however^ 
was  taken,  it  was  wholly  oWing  to  the  vigour  and  activity 
of  the  f^ilors,  and  to  that  impctuo/ity  in  particular,  which 
admiral  Montagu^  Imagined  would  be  a  hindrance  in  any 
undertaking  of  this  kind. 

When  cruizing  before  Cadiz,  appeared  to  be  of  na 
great  advantage,  the  fleet  flood  over  to  the  oppofite  fhore 
of  Barbary^  in  order  to  reprefs  the  Infolence  of  the  THpoH 
and  SalUe  Rovers^  Which  Was  found  no  very  eafy  tafk  j  and 
therefore  admiral  Montague  could  not  forbear  intimating 
his  defire,  that  we  fhould  have  feme  good  port  in  Africa^ 
which  he  believed  might  anfwer  Various  ends,  and  cfpeci- 
ally  conduce  to  the  prefervation  and  augmentation  of  our 
trade  in  the  Levant.  Hence,  I  fuppofe,  grew  the  fird  no* 
tion  of  getting  Tangier  into  car  hands,  of  which  a  year  or 
two  after  there  was  great  difcourfe,  as  well  as  of  the  bene- 
fits that  would  redound  to  the  nation  from  the  poiTefling 
of  it }  and  this  in  all  probability  might  recommend  the 
Portugal  mzicYi  fo  much  to  the  favour  of  the  duke  of  M- 
hemarlty  who,  it  is  likely,  depended  therein,  on  the  judg- 
ment of  admiral  Montague.  At  this  time,  however,  we 
find  our  admiral  more  inclined  to  take  that,  or  fome  other 
place  from  the  Pcrtugueze  by  force ;  for  he  entertained  a 
▼ery  bad  opinion  of  their  fincerity,  though  at  lafl,  ;he  ter- 
ror 
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ror  of  ttie  Engli/h  fleet,  compelled  them  to  make  fuch  a 
compofition,  as  fatisfied  the  protedtor,  and  difappointevl 
Montague  in  his  favourite  defign  of  attacking  their  Brazil 
fleet".     1-.'.  r,-."\''   '      '   \  ' 

'  The  warmth  he  exprefled  in  the  difcharge  of  his  com- 
mand, did  not  hinder  the  admiral  from  perceiving  the  great 
prejudice  done  to  our  trade,  by  the  carrying  on  the  Spani/h 
war,  of  which  he  gives  a  fair  and  clear  account  in  one  of 
his  difpatches  to  th  ;  fecretary,  wherein  he  complains,  that 
he  faw  the  Dutch,  HamburgherSy  and  Genoefe;  carrying  ^ 
en  a  mighty  trade  with  Spainy  which,  as  he  obferves,  it  , 
was  impoflible  for  them  to  hinder,  without  engaging  the 
ftate  in  a  war  with  ail  the  world ;  and  therefore  propofedj 
fhzi  a  fquadron  of  light  frigates  only,  might  h^.  kep(  in 
thofe  feas,  and  that  the  fleet  (bould  be  employed  fome- 
where  elfe  to  more  advantage  ".  However,  the  proteftor*s 
orders  being  pofitive,  they  returned  towards  autumn  into 
the  road  of  Cadiz^  where  in  Septemhtr  following,  captain 
Stayner  made  prize  of  the  galleons.  A  full  account  of 
their  (Irength,  and  the  money  on  board  themn  admiral 
Montague  fent  into  England^  as  foon  as  they  were  taken  j 
and  when  he  afterwards  received  diredlions  to  convoy 
the  prizes  home,  he  fent  another  account  of  the  filver  on 
board  them,  defiring  at  the  fame  time,  that  fome  perfons 
might  be  fent  down  to  meet  the  fleet  at  Port/mouthy  in  or- 
der to  take  charge  of  the  filver,  and  to  make  a  further 
fearch  into  the  contents  of  the  galleons  i*. 

The 
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n  Ibid.  vol.  V.  p.  194.  195.  o  Ibid'  vol.  v.  p.  170.  ^  This 
letter  is  difefted  to  fecretary  Thurloe,  and  dated  aboard  the  Nafe- 
bv,  at  Sea,  off  the  Lizard,  Oftober  22,  1656.  In  ic  he  fiys, 
"  Th^re  have  been  fume  mifcarrioges,  by  the  fliips  that  cid  take 
«♦  the  ftips  of  Spain ;  but  1   (hall  delay  to  tell  of  them  here. 


'^ 
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*f'  H  B  money  taken  from  the  Spaniards^  was  the  moft 
jpopular  Z&.  in  all  CromweWs  adminirtration,  and  therefore 
Che  utmoft  pains  was  taken  to  give  the  people  d  very  high 
idea  of  this  advantage.  The  filver  was  carried  in  open 
tarts,  and  ammunition-waggons,  through  Soutkwark,  to 
the  Tower  of  London  5  and,  to  make  a  (hew  of  confidence 
In  the  people,  thefe  waggons  had  no  greater  guard  than  ten 
foldiers  **.  As  for  admiral  Montague^  he  had  all  the  com- 
pliments paid  him  upon  this  occafion,  that  it  was  pofTible 
to  defire ;  the  protestor  carefled  him  exceedingly  j  the  par- 
liament returned  him  thanks  by  their  fpeaker }  and  fome  o- 
ther  honours  he  had  received,  if  with  indullry  he  had  not 
declined  them '. 

I^r  165^,  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  ileet  in  the 
DownSf  and  went  accordingly  on  board  it  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  month  of  July.  The  defign  of  this  fleet  was  to 
watch  the  Dutch,  to  carty  on  the  wat*  with  Spain,  and  fa- 
cilitate the  enterprize  on  Dunkirk,  aiid  in  all  thefe,  he  did 
as  much  2.5  could  be  expelled  from  him.  Towards  au- 
tumn, he  thought  ft  to  make  a  joui-ney  to  the  camp  of 

Vol.  II.  Cc  the 
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?his 
ife- 
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••  and  I  judge  the  bcft  way  to  ihnprofe  mercifs  of  this  kind,  is  to 
*'  look  forward:  however,  that  is  my  bufuicfs  at  thi«  time.  The 
•*  filver  they  brought,  is  on  board  this  Ihip,  and  the  vi-te  admi- 
ral; ill  the  admirai,  we  have  five  hundred  and  fifty  fow?J  of 
filver,  and  boxes  of  pbtc,  and  nine  pieces  of  filver  net  wrll  re- 
fined, like  fugar-loaves.  In  the  vice-admiral,  ihere  is  a  hun- 
•'  dred  and  twenty- four  fewes  of  filver,  all  which  we  jad^e  may 
*'  produce  near  two  hundred  thoiifand  pounds :  I  hope  I  fpeak 
*'  the  ledl,  and  that  it  will  make  much  more.  In  the  gallions 
"  holds  alfo,  there  is  that  fpace  between  the  main>(na(l,  ^nd  iht 
**  bulk  head  of  the  bread  room,  not  yet  rumi.^.:;ged."  I'hurloe'g 
fiate -papers,  vol.  v.  p.  509.  h  This  appears  from  a  letter  of 

the  Dutch  ambafT'.dor  Nieupnrt,  to  the  ilates^eneral,  dated  No- 
vember 17,  N.  S.  l6i;6.  Thurloe^s  Itate-pipers,  vol.  v.  p.  269. 
*  Qarcndoo^  Wbitlock,  Philips,  lord  Sandwich's  journklj  MS. 
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the  marflial  de  furenne^  where  he  had  a  conference  with 
him,  as  to  the  propereft  method  of  carrying  on  the  war ; 
and  then  returned  on  bv}ard  the  fl^t,  which  cruized  in  the 
channel  till  the  beginning  of  winter '.  All  thb  time  he 
feems  to  have  been  in  the  higheit  favour  with  the  protec- 
tor, and  to  have  had  the  (Iri^e't  intimacy  with  his  family; 
and  yet,  even  then,  the  admit al  had  thoughts  of  retiring 
from  public  bufinefs.  What  the  reafon  of  this  was,  can- 
nof,  at  thi3  diflance  of  time,  be  recovered ;  but  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  fenfe  he  had  of  the  ftrange  fervicc  he  was  put 
upon  in  aflllliing  the  French^  and  diftreffing  the  trade  of  alt 
the  reft  of  the  world,  made"  him  uneafy  *.  One  thing  is 
remarkable,  that,  how  much  fo  ever  he  diflijced  th^  orders 
that  were  fent  him,  he  executed  them  with  the  utmoft 
punctuality ;  fo  that  the  Dutch^  whofe  (hips  he  fearched 
for  filve.-,  made  a  heavy  complaint  againft  him  ■'.  We  may 
likewife  gather  from  his  letters  to  Cromwell^  and  the  in- 
ilrudions  he  received,  that  he  was  not  a  little  cmbarraiTed 
about  the  protestor's  defign.*,  and  yet  it  is  plain  enough, 
that  Cromwell  delired  that  the  admiral  fhould  rather  regUf> 
late  things  by  his  difcretion,  tiwn  be  able  to  juftify  himfelf 
from  the  letter  of  his  orders  i  and  this  particularly  appears 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  flag,  upon  which  the  protestor  wrote 
him  an  epiftle  with  his  own  hand,  commanding  In  exprels 
terms,  that  he  Ihould  inlift  upon  the  honour  of  the  flag 
Irom  all  nations,  within  the  limits  of  the  Britijh  fens,  and 
.     :-  '■-...  :  .  yet 
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•  Thefe  fafts  are  colledled  from  various  letters  in  the  fixth  vo- 
lume of  Thurlot's  ftate  papers.  *  We  have  thefc  particu- 
lars \-  a  very  curious  letter  .from  lord  Brogbi!!,  to  Mr.  Montague, 
diiiuading  him  from  retiring.^  Dated  from  Youghall,  Novei^iber 
20,  1657.  ThurWs  ftatfc-papersit  vok  vi.  p.  62a,  JJ  Ibid, 
vol.  vii.  p.  256.  "     ' 


"^  Ibid 
five  lines 
of  fitting 
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count  I 
in  MS. 
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^et  telilng  him  as  exprfcily,  that  he  knew  not  what  thofe  : . 
limits  were ;  adding  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  to  exe- 
cute thefe  orders  with  caution,  fince  peace  and  War  depend-  .' 
ed  on  them  *. 

'  Ar  T  E  li  the  death  df  Oliver^  and  the  fetting  up  of  Rt- 
thatdf  adiiiaal  Montague  was  made  choice  of  to  command 
the  great  fleet  ftnt  to  the  north  j  which,  as  it  was  in  itfelf  the 
Id^ifeft  and  heft  meafure  entered  upon  in  thofe  times,  fo  this 
fleet  was  beyond  comparifon,  the  bell  that  had  been  fitted 
cut  fiiice  the  Dutch  war ;  and  therefore  I  think  myfelf  o- 
bliged  to  giVe  a  fhort  account  of  it  *.  The  Na/eby,  whichr 
ivas  the  (hip  the  admiral  failed  in,  carried  feventy  guns  and 
Hk  hundred  men.  The  Refoluiion  had  the  like  number  of 
Diefl,  and  eighty  guns.  There  were  fourtetn  fliips  carry- 
ing fifty  pieces  of  cannon  and  upwards,  twenty-eight  for- 
ty gun  fliips  or  near  it ;  four  of  thirty  guns,  befidcs  twelve 
firtaller  teflils,  cairying  from  twenty-two  to  eight  pieces 
of  cannon,  in  all  fixty  (hipsj  and  on  board  them  eleven  thou- 
iand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  men  ^.  The  admiral  went  on 
board  the  fleet  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1659,  and  on  ibe 
7th  of  Apfil,  he  wrote  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  the  king  of 
Denmark^  and  the  Dutch  admiral  Opdam,  to  inform  them 
of  the  motives  that  had  induced  the  protedtor  to  fend  fo 
ftrong  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic^;  and  that  his  indruiSlions 
Were  not  to  refpeft  the  private  advantage  of  England  by 
making  war,  but  the  public  tranquiMty  of  JS'Jrope,  by  en- 

e  c  2  gaging 


*  Ibid,  p'  633.  where  the  reader  may  find  Cromwell's  letter  of 
five  lines  on  this  important  fubjeft.  »  As  to  the  true  grounds 

of  fitting  out  this  fleet,  ard  the  ends  it  was  intended  to  anlwer; 
conlult   Clarendon!  Wbitlock,  Ludlow,  &c  y  This  ac- 

count I  taiic  from  two  lifts  in  Thurlo«'s  coUeftion,  and  fram  one 
in  MS. 
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gaging  the  powers  of  the  north  to  enter  into  an  equitable 
peace  *, 

Before  the  admiral  failed,  the  parliament  thought 
proper  to  tie  him  down  by  very  ftritl:  inftru£tions,  whicli 
kft  him  no  real  power,  but  in  conjundion  )vith  their  com- 
tniflioners  colonel  Jlgirnoon  Sidney ^  Sir  Robert  Htn^/wooi^ 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Boon ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they  took  an 
occafion  to  (hew  they  had  no  great  kindnefs  for  him>  by 
giving  away  his  regiment  of  horfe ;  fo  that  we  may  fup- 
pofe  he  left  England  in  none  of  the  warmed  difpofitions 
for  their  fervice  *.  When  he  arrived  in  The  Soundy  he 
took  his  fhare  with  others  minifters  in  negotiation,  and 
made  it  fufEciently  evident,  that  his  genius  was  equally  ca- 
pable of  (hining  in  the  cabinet,  as  of  commanding  at  fea, 
or  on  fliore.  While  he  was  thus  employed,  \img  Charles 
being  very  well  informed  as  tc  his  temper,  principles,  and 
ilri^  conjundion  with  the  protestor's  family,  thought  this 
a  proper  lime  (that  family  being  entirely  laid  afide)  to 
make  a  trial  of  his  affedlions ;  and  therefore  font  a  perfon 
ivith  two  letters,  one  from  himfelf,  and  the  other  from 
chancellor  Hyde,  to  be  delivered  to  him,  if  poffible,  with- 
out the  privity  of  his  collegues.  The  fcheme  was  rational, 
and  well  laid  ;  but  the  meflenger  very  indifferently  chofen. 
He  was  one  whofe  loyalty  was  apt  to  dance  upon  his 
tongue  in  thofe  perilous  times,  when  wife  men  kept  it 
clofe  in  their  hearts  j  and  it  was  with  fome  difficulty,  that 
the  admiral  preferved  him  from  fuffering  by  his  indifcre- 
tion.    Yet  the  letters  and  perfaalions  of  a  near  relation  of 


^  Thefe  letters  are  in  Thurloe's  flate- papers,  vol.  vii.  ind  ia 
lord  Sandwich's  Journal,  »  Thurloe's  ftate-papcrs,  vol.  y\it 

p.  680,  68f. 
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hfs»  who  undertook  to  ftate  the  merits  of  the  royal  caufe 
fairly,  had  fuch  an  tficGt  on  admiral  Montague's  mind, 
that  he  returned  immediately  to  his  duty,  with  all  that 
warmth  and  Hncerity  incident  to  great  minds,  confcious  of 
former  fiiilings.  The  fervice  the  king  expelled  from  him, 
was,  a  fpeedy  return  to  England^  that  the  fleet  might  be 
ready  to  aft  in  conjundlion  with  Sir  George  Bsoth,  and  0- 
ther  perfons  of  diftindlion,  who  were  difpofed  to  hazard 
their  lives  for  the  fervice  of  their  country :  on  weighing 
which  propofal,  Mr.  Montague  found  it  fo  plaufible,  that 
he  refolved  to  run  any  hazard,  rather  than  not  contribute  as 
much  as  in  him  lay  to  put  it  in  execution;  conceiving 
that,  if  this  opportunity  was  milled,  another  equally  fortu* 
nate  might  not  quickly  happen  ^. 

.^1  Co  L  ON  £  L  Jlgernoon  Sidney  was  a  man  of  quick  parts, 
and  deep  penetration:  he  foon  difcerned  feme  change  in 
Mr.  Montagues  conduct,  and  purfued  his  difcoveries  fo 
clofely^  that  he  miffed  very  little  of  coming  at  his  whole 
fccret.  The  admiral,  obferving  his  fufpicions,  called  a 
council  of  war,  and  therein  made  a  clear  and  ciofe  fpeech, 
in  which  he  (hewed  them  plainly  the  little  hopes  there 
were  of  doing  anything  for  the  honour  of  England,  by 
remaining  where  they  were :  that  to  fight  they  had  no  au« 
tbority  ;  and  if  they  were  to  remain  neuter,  they  might  as 
well  fail  home.  He  then  laid  before  them  the  accounts  he 
had  received  from  his  native  country,  of  the  great  ftruggles 
between  the  army  and  the  parliament,  whence  he  took  oc- 
cafion  to  hint,  that  themfelves  had  a  great  Hake  there  j  and 
that  if  a  new  government  was  to  be  fettled,  feme  refpe<fi: 
ough^  to  bp  had  to  the  fleet.     He  concluded  with  faying, 

Cc  3  that 
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that  he  readily  fubmitted  his  fentiments  to  «  free  d«bate» 
nnd  that  he  was  determined  to  aft  according  to  their  judg- 
ment :  but  that  one  thing  muft  be  noted,  provi^ons  were 
already  become  fcarce,  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtaiQ  fup^ 
plies ;  and  therefore,  if  they  refolve^  to  flay,  they  nnuft 
refulye  alfo  to  live  at  (hort  allowance.     The  queiUofl  was 
foon  decided,  and,  in  confequence  of  the  cou noil's  opiniony 
admiral  Montague  weighed  immediately  ?n(J  fajkd  to  Eng-^ 
dand ",    On  his  arrival,  he  founds  things  in  a  very  uixexr 
peded  fituation  j  Sir  George  Booth  in  \h^  'J^weify  the  par- 
liament rellorcd  to  their  auth^ity,  ^ndr  a  warm  chargf  a- 
gainft  himfelf  come  to  hand  from  colonel  Sidn^,    Im- 
mediately on  his  arrival  he  fet  out  for  London^  attended  the 
parliament,  and  gave  an  account  of  his  coEvdu^  with  fo 
much  wifdom  and  eloquence,  that  even  fijch  as  difliked  it, 
knew  not  what  to  objeft,  and  werc^  therefore,  very  well 
(atisHed  with  difmifling  him  fronj  his  command ;  to  which 
Law/on  was  appointed,   a  rigid  anabaptift,  and  one  in 
whom  they  had  the  greateft  confidence  '',  "^ 

After  fuch  an  efcape,  Mr.  Montaguty  as  it  was  ve- 
ry natural,  withdrew  to  his  own  cftate,  with  a  defign  to 
enjoy  in  privacy  and  peace,  the  remainder  of  his  life  j  and 
this  made  him  concern  himfelf  very  little,  if  at  all,  in  the 
following  public  tranfaftions,  before  Monies  coming  into 
England.  After  this,  when  that  general  fliewed  a  defire, 
that  admiral  Montague  ihould  be  rellored  to  his  command, 
lie  fent  privately  to  the  king  for  his  approbation,  before  he 
would  accept  it.    Having  obtained  this,  he  fent  his  majefty 


»■: 
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^  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  426.  Memoirs  of  tlie  rcflauration  a  M5 
*  Osrendnn,  Whitlock,  Heath.  As  "to  "Sidney's  charge,  the 
reader  may  find  it  in  Thurloc'6  itate-papcrs,  vol.  vii.  p.  731. 
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a  lift  of  fuch  officers  in  the  fleet  as  might  be  confided  in, 
and  of  fuch  as  he  apprehended  muft  be  reduced  by  force. 
He  likewife  defircd  to  know,  whether  the  king  had  any  af- 
furance  of  the  general ;  but  was  fo  cautious,  as  to  defirc 
no  notice  might  be  taken  to  his  excellency  how  his  incli- 
nations ftood.  ^.  On  his  coming  on  board  the  fleet,  he 
found  things  ftrangely  altered,  and  Law/on,  from  whom 
he  expected  mod  oppofition,  as  ready  to  ferve  the  king  as 
himfelf :  upon  which  he  laid  by  all  referve,  and,  as  foon  as 
he  received  the  king's  letter  diredled  to  himfelf  and  general 
Monk,  he  failed  with  the  fleet  to  Holland,  leaving  only 
two  or  three  (hips  to  attend  the  parliament  commiflioners. 
This  was  a  very  warm  teftimony  of  his  affedlion  for  the 
king's  fervice,  and  as  fuch  was  received  by  his  majefty ; 
but  when  it  wasobferved,  that  the  parliament  commifli- 
oners looked  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  difrefpe^,  the  king  was* 
pleafed  to  cover  Mr.  Mwiague,  by  fending  him  an  order 
that  was  antedated.  Soon  after  he  had  the  honour  to  con- 
voy his  majefty  to  England,  who,  two  days  after  his  land- 
ing at  Dover,  fent  Sir  Edward  ff^alker,  garter  king  at 
arms  to  deliver  him  his  declaratory  lets  ers,  with  the  ribbond 
and  george  of  the  ; r  c*>  noble  order  of  the  garter,  which  he 
prefented  him  on  the  28"'  of  May,  m  the  morning,  in  his 
(hip  then  riding  in  the  Downs  ^  '  ^^^ 

^'  Among  the  honours  conferred  on  fuch  as  had  been 
particularly  inftrumental  in  reftoring  his  majefty  to  his  juft 
rights,  our  admiral  had  his  (hare,  and  by  letters  patent  da- 
ted the  12*  of  July  1660,  he  was  created  baron  Monta- 
^m^  Cc  4  gue 
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f-e  Oarendon's  hiftory,  p.  73 1.  '  Walker's  hiaoricr^I  ac- 

count  of  the  knights  of  the  garter,  a  MS.  p.  104,  penes  J»h . An- 
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gui  Qf  St,  Nfots  in  the  county  of  HuHtingdon^  TifcounC 
Hinchhigbrookt  in  the  fame  county,  and  earl  of  Sandwich 
in  Kent^  fworn  of  his  majedy's  moft  honourable  privy- 
council,  made  ijiafter  of  the  kjng*!  wardrobe,  admiral  of 
the  narrow  feas,  and  lieutenant-admirgl  to  the  duke  of 
Torkf  as  lord  high-admiral  of  England*  At  hia  majelty*s 
coronation,  his  lordfhip  carried  St.  EdwarSi  ftaff,  and 
was  now  looked  iipon  as  one  of  the  king's  principal  mini- 
ilers,  as  well  as  the  perfon  chiefly  intruded  with  the  care 
of  the  fleet  ^,  He  conllantly  attended  the  council,  wheii 
any  tranfadlions  relating  to  foreign  affairs  were  under  de- 
bate, and  always  gave  his  opinion  like  a  good  fubjeft  and  a 
true  patriot.  When  the  marriage  with  the  infanta  was  con- 
cluded, he  brought  her  majefty  over,  and  performed!  oth^r 
fcr vices  as  has  been  already  n^entioned  ^  „  uvu  w  .ii^4 
,.  U 1  s  lordfhip  has  been  afperfed,  for  joining,  as  is  furml- 
fed,  with  the  duke  of  Albtmarlt^  in  the  projeil  for  giving 
up  Dunkirk  to  the  French,  I  have  already  examined  Mr. 
BcharSz  account  of  this  matter,  and  his  inlinuating,  that 
the  earl  of  Sandwich  had  fpoke  of  Dunkirk  as  a  place  of  nc 
great  importance ;  which  determined  the  ki^g  to  part  with 
h  ^  But  certainly,  when  he  wrote  this,  he  was  more 
tender  of  I  he  carl  of  ClarendcrC^  character  than  the  truth ; 
for  he  could  not  but  knpw,  that  the  count  £EJiradii^ 
who  negotiate  the  treaty  for  the  fale  of  Dunkirk^  charges 
the  whole  tranra(5tion  upon  Clarendon^  and  reprefents  Jlbt' 
mark  and  Sandwich  to  have  been  againft  it  \  Burnet 
fays,  all  the  military  mqn  were  bribed  by  Franciy  and  no 

4.  3D.  :  '  ^^^^ 


K  Pat.  1 2.  Car.  II.     Walker*3  hiftorical  account  of  the  knights 
of  the  garter,  MS.  ^  See  p  228.  i  Hiftory  of  Eng- 

land, p.  8ui.  ^  See  d'Eftradcs's  letters,  p.  279. 
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doubt  includes  the  earl  of  Sandwitb  amongft  them  '.  I  will 
taice  this  opportunity  of  giving  the  reader  fome  further 
hints  towards  a  fair  account  of  this  matter,  and  of  the 
5Hare  this  noble  lord  had  in  it. 

The  king  being  diftrefled  for  money*  the  falc  of  Durt'- 
iiri  was  thought  of  as  a  means  to  fupply  him.  CJpon  this 
a  letter  was  written  from  Hampton-Court^  the  29''»  of 
June  1662,  to  invite  a  French  minifter  over,  in  order  to 
tranfadl  an  affair  of  great  confequence ;  but  what  that  af- 
fair was,  the  letter  did  not  make  appear  ">.  It  was  Tome  time 
before  the  count  d'E/lrades  arrived  with  the  Fnnch  king's 
full  power  to  negotiate  this  bufir.  .fs.  After  his  arrival,  he 
acquainted  his  mailer  with  this  propofal  about  Dunkirk^ 
and  that  it  was  the  chancellor  who  had  made  it ".  In  fub- 
fequent  letters  he  affirms,  that  the  king,  the  duke  of  Tork^ 
and  the  chancellor  were  for  it ;  the  treafurer,  the  general, 
and  the  admiral  againft  it  °.  This,  however,  is  ro  be  un- 
derftood  of  the  falc  of  Dunkirk  to  the  French  j  for  the 
thing  was  propofcd  but  by  halves  at  the  council ;  and  at 
jBrft,  the  ftrength  and  importance  of  the  place  was  talked 
of:  upon  which  the  earl  of  Sandwich  (who  knew  it  as 
well  as  any  man)  faid,  that  the  cm^  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dunkirk,  was  generally  fo  tempeftuous,  and  the  ground  fo 
rolling  upon  every  ftorm,  that  there  never  could  be  any 
certain  fteerage  to  the  port  i*.  This  was  the  truth,  and 
nothing  more;  yet  was  the  earl  hv  from  thinking  that  it 
o^ght  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of , the  French,  though 
?:r   !  he 
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*  Hiftory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  f.  p.  282,  of  the  Dutch  edi- 
tion in  fix  volumes  o£lavo.  ""  D'Eftrades  memoirs,  p.  280 
"  This  letter  is  dated  Auguft  27,  1662.  *  This  appears  from 
the  French  king's  anfwer  to  the  letter  beforerited.  f  Which 
is  the  exprefllon  mentioned  by  Echard. 
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he  judged  it  too  expeniive  for  his  tnafter  to  keep;  and, 
therefore,  he  declared  for  dcmolifliing  it  i.  This  not  be- 
ing reiiihcd,  the  duicc  of  Jlbeaarle  called  for  Sir  Edward 
Harleyy  who  told  the  king  plainfy,  that  the  artillery  and 
military  ftore«  were  worth  more,  than  the  French  were  to 
give  for  the  place  j  and  then  it  was  propofed  tr  ■'nex 
Dunkirk  to  the  king's  dominions,  and  fo  put  tl*  pfcnce 
upon  the  parliament '.  How  thefe  propofitions  came  to  be 
rejeded,  I  cannot  fay ;  but  it  is  plain,  that  though-  the  earl 
of  SandwUh  did  not  let  a  higher  value  upon  Dunkirk yi\aLii, 
in  the  condition  it  waa  then,  the  place  deferved ;  yet  he  nevtr 
defired  to  fee  it  fall  into  the  hanids  of  the  French^  a;s'  has 
been  very  hlfiy^  and  I  very  mach  fufpeft^  malicioofly 
aiierted.      *.  ..vt^ij^-i  '■^•:rt''?i!  -  .    's.M  hr»B 

:  When  the  Dutch  war  began,  in  1664,  thie  earl  of 
Sandwich  went  heartily  into  the  meafure,  <as  conceiving  it 
for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  England-,  and  when  the 
duke  of  Tank  took  upon  him  the  cc^mmaiid  of  the  fleet  as 
high  admiral,  his  lordfhip  commanded  the  Blue  fquadroh, 
and  by  his  induilry  and  care,  abundanc(i  of  the  enemy's 
ihips  were  taken,  and  the  bigft  part  of  their  Bourdeaux  fleet*. 
In  the  great  battle,  fought  on  the  3d  of  Jungy  1665, 
wherein  the  Dutch  loft  their  z^m\rz\  Opdam,  and  had  eigh^ 
teen  men  of  war  taken,  and  fourteen  deftroyed^  a  laiige 
fliare  of  the  honour  of  the  vidlory  was  juftly  givdn  to  the 
conduct  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich  j  who,  about  noon,  fell, 
with  the  Blue  fquadron^  into  the  center  of  the  enemy's 
^;  ^  •      fleet; 


s  Tlie  French  king  takes  noVce  6f  this  in  his  anfwer  to  count 
il'Edrades  of  Auguft  27.  ^  See  Landfdown's  vindicatioD  of 

Monk,  amongil  his  works,  vol.  ii.  p.  144.  *  Philip's  conti' 

nuation  of  Heath''s  chronicle,  Echard's  hiftory  of  England,  p- SiQj 
%ZQ.    Burchet,  Coiunina  roflrata,  Lediard.  ■ .  _  '^, 
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fleet;  and  thereby  began  that  confuiion  which  ended,  foon 
after,  in  a  plain  flights     Moil  of  our  hiftorians  agree,  that 
if  this  vi^ory  had  been  properly  puifued,  the  Dutch  fleet 
had  been  totally  ruined ;  and  the  neglect  of  this  advantage, 
is,  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  by  fome  charged  on  the 
duke  of  Terk :  yet  Burmt.  who  pretends  to  a  very  particu- 
lar knowledge  of  this  matter,  has  certainly  advanced  a  di> 
tt&  faifity  about  it;  flnce  he  aflirms,  that  Brounker  carried 
orders,  as  frpm  the  duke  to  admiral  Penn^  to  flack  fail, 
whereas  in  truth,  thefe  orders  were  carried  to  Sir  John 
fiarman,  who  was  captain  of  the  duke's  fhip,  and  he  unluc- 
kily obeyed  them  \    This  dellroys  all  the  reft  of  the  L.- 
ibop's  ftory,   about  a  council  of  war,   and  Pinn*s  opi- 
nion therein ;  that  the  Duifh  were  more  formidable,  and 
would  fight  the  better  for  being  beat.     However,  on  the 
return  of  the  Englijh  navy,  and  a  report  to  his  majefly  of 
what  had  pafled  at  fea,  the  king  declared  the  duke  of  York 
ihould  not  return  to  the  command  of  the  fleet  \  but  that  it 
ihould  be  left  to  the  earl  of  S^ndwuhf  who  was  ordered  to 
employ  his  uttnoft  diligence  to  put  it  as  fpeedily  as  \  Mb\e 
in  a  condition  to  return  to  the  Dufcb  coaft }  which  he  ac- 
cordingly performed  \ 

The  earl  of  Sandwich  failed  on  the  fifth  otjufy,  with 
^Xty  men  of  war  to  the  coaft  of  Holland^  bearing  thie 

royal 


^  *  Columna  roftrata,  p.  i<Jo.  "  Kennet's  compleat  hif- 

tory,  vpK  iii.  p.  277,  278.  Echard's  hiftory  of  England,  p.  820. 
It  is  likcwife  fo  dated  in  the  parlia0.sntary  enquiry  :  but  Sir  John 
Harman's  reputation  for  courage,  was  fo  thoroughly  eftablilhed, 
that  to  have  mentioned  him,  would  not  fo  well  have  Hnfwered  the 
purpofe  of  reflefting  on  the  duke.  ^  Philips,  Kennet,     E- 

cbard.  In  the  earl  oi  Clarendon*:*  fpeech,  as  chancellor,  to  the 
fUUrJiamwt  at  Oxford,  0£lober  the  10th,  1665,  the  keeping  the 
duke  at  home  is  reprefented  as  a  mark  of  the  king*s  cenderne^  for 
\^h  royal  hijgjhneis's  perfon. 
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royal  ftandard  of  England,  and  having  undti-  him  fcveraf 
of  the  braved  feamen  that  perhaps  ever  bore  the  EngH/h 
flags.    Finding  the  Dutch  fleet  not  at  Tea,  and  having  in- 
formation that  both  their   Eaji-India  and  Smyrna  fleets 
were  to  return  home  north  about,  he  refolved  to  fleer  for 
the  coaft  of  Norway^   in  hopes  of  meeting  with  them ; 
nor  was  this  a  difficult  thing,  (ince  it  was  foon  after 
known,  that  they  had  taken  fhelter  in  the  port  of  Berg- 
hen  \    We  have  already  given  fome  account  of  this  a- 
^ion,  but  relerved  a  more  particular  derail  of  it  for  this 
place,  to  which  it  properly  belongs  j  the  rather  becaufe 
the  attempt  on  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  Berghen, 
vras  the  occafion  of  our  war  with  Denmark,  which  fome 
have  ventured  to  charge  on  the  earl  of  Sandwic':,  as 
brought  about  by  his  iU  management ;  whereas  in  truth, 
he  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expcfted  from  an  expe- 
rienced officer,  and  a  man  of  honour,  as  we  fhall  (hew 
in  few  words,  becaufe  our  naval  hiftorians  are  very  unac- 
countably filenl  on  this  head.         '^'^  '^'■'  ^"  '"'»*•  ^.« -^^ 
Sir  Gilbert  \alboty  was  then  envoy  at  the  court  of 
Denmark,  and  he  finding  a  difpofition  in  that  prince,  to 
fill  his  coffers  at  the  expencc  of  the  Dutch,  propofed  to 
him,  as  the  moft  effe^ual  way  of  doing  it,  his  feizing  of 
their  fleets  in  his  harbour,  which  would  indemnify  him 
from  all  the  lofTes  he  complained  of,  and  bring  into  his 
treafury  many  millions  of  dollars.     The  king  of  Den- 
mark readily  embraced  the  proje^,  and  offi:red  only  one 
objection,  which  was,  his  own  want  of  force  to  execute 
it.     Sir  Gilbert  immediately  anfwered  this,  by  faying,  that 
he  did  not  doubt^  but  the  king  of  England  would  fur- 

nifh 
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niih  him  with  a  fleet  fufficient  to  make  prize  of  all  the 
Dutch  (hips,  on  condition  that  the  profit  of  the  expedition 
fhould  be  divided  between  them;  to  which  his  Dani/b 
majefty  very  readily  aflented  f.  This  propoful  being  tranf- 
tnitted  to  the  EngUJh  court*  was  readily  clofed  with,  and 
advice  thereof  fent  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich.  As  this  was 
a  tranrddtion  very  little  to  the  king  of  Denmark'^  honour, 
fo  he  in  filled  upon  it,  that  the  agreement  (hould  not  be 
put  into  writing ;  and  this  nicety  fpoiled  the  whole  affair. 
For  when  the  earl  of  Sandwich  had  intelligence  of  di 
RuyUr*s  being  retired  with  the  Eaji-India  fleet  into  Btrg- 
heHf  he  refolved  not  to  flip  fo  fair  an  opportunity^  but  to 
iail  thither  with  the  utmort  expedition.  He  fent,  how- 
ever, Mr.  lVord€ti,  a  gentleman  of  diftinftion,  to  fir  Gil- 
bert Talbot^  to  inform  him,  that  he  was  determined  not 
to  lofe  the  opportunity  of  attacking  the  Dutch  fleet,  and 
therefore  defired  that  he  would  fend  him  a  didindt  ac- 
count of  the  nature  of  the  king  of  Denmark*s  engage- 
ments, that  he  might  the  better  know  what  he  was  do- 
ing. Sir  Gilbert  took  fome  pains  to  comply  with  this 
requeft ;  but  by  various  accidents  they  were  fruftrated,  and 
the  earl  of  Sandwich  arrived  in  thofe  feas  without  hear- 
ing any  thing  from  the  envoy  *.  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman 
being  fent  with  a  ftout  fquadron,  to  block  up  the  port  of 
Berghcn^  appeared  before  it  on  the  fir  ft  of  Auguft^  1665. 

•^f!-s  ^i^tt-:  The 


y  A  true  and  perfed  narrative  of  the  late  fecrct  negotiition  in 
Denmark,  by  fir  Gilbert  Talbot,  MS.  This  piece  was  in  the  hand» 
of  bifliop  Burnet,  and  of  Mr.  Echard,  who  have  made  ufe  of  it 
in  their  hiftories.  I  have  likewife  confulted  another  piece  publiih' 
ed  by  authority,  entitled,  "  A  true  deduction  of  all  the  tranftdions 
"  between  his  majefty  of  Great- Britain,  and  the  king  of  Denmark  ; 
•*l>vhich  differs  in  many  refpedls  from  fir  Gilbert  Talbot's  rcla- 
*•  tion."  *  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot's  relation  bcfgre-cited.   . 
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The  firft  thing  he  did,  was,  to  fend  a  gentlenian  to  the 
governor,  to  inform  him  of  the  delign,  and  to  knoW 
what  orders  he  had.  To  this  the  governor  ahfweredi 
that  he  had  none,  but  that  he  expected  them  by  th« 
poft  in  two  o  three  days ;  and  therefore  deiired  the  Ew^ 
gii/h  would  defift  from  making  any  attempt  for  that  time^ 
The  fame  evening,  however,  the  caftle  fired  upon  thtf 
£ftgii/h  fleet,  and  did^fome  mifchief ;  and  the  £>uuk  were 
fuffcred  to  bring  Seventy  pieces  of  cannon  on  (hore,  td 
fortify  their  line.  Admiral  lyddiman  perceiving  this,  called 
a  council  of  war,  wherein  he  laid  the  whole  matter  he* 
fore  his  officers,  who,  after  a  full  iind  free  debate,  refblved 
to  lofe  no  time,  but  to  attack  the  Dutch  fleei  *ht  next 
morning }  and  this  for  three  reafbns :  I.  Becaufe  the  DarJJb 
Sr^ernnr  had  given  them  no  direct  anfwer,  nor  had  pro- 
mifed  them  any  fort  of  favour  or  affiftance.  II,  If  the 
Dutch  had  further  time  given  them  to  fortify  themfelves^ 
*  1  iittempt  might  become  impracticable.  III.  That  the 
grand  Dutch  fleet  was  now  at  Tea,  and  might  probably 
come  into  their  relief  %  before  the  Danijh  governor  would 
acknowledge  his  receiving  orders. 

This  refolution  taken,  fir  Thomas  TyMman  gave  all 
his  captains  Arid  charge,  that  they  (hoald  not  fire  againilf 
the  caftles  or  ports,  and  ihould  aHb'be  very  careful  tadi<^. 
redt  all  their  (hot  low,  at  the  hulls  of  the  Dutch  fliips,i 
to  prevent,  as  far  as  they  could,  any  damage  to  the  town 
that  lay  behind  the  fhips  ^  both  which  directions  all  the  fea**^ 
m("n  did  unanimoufly  agree  were  performed,  according  as,- » 
in  the  feveral  conferences  with  the  governor,  thofe  dire- 

Ctionj 


*  Deduaion  of  a!I  tranfa^ons  between  his  majefly  of  Qxtiv 
Britain,  &c.p.  ii. 
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dions  were  promifed  to  be  given.  The  difpute  contU 
nued  till  near  eight  o'clock:  during  which  time,  it  is  truoi 
the  caflle  luing  out  a  white  flag,  but  to  what  intent  the 
Englijh  could  not  guefs ;  for  ^11  the  feamen,  whofe  fta- 
tipq  wa9.  ne^eft  to  it,  agreed  alfo  in  this  point,  th&t  the 
caftJe  never  left  firing,  from  fome  quarter  or  other  of  it ; 
iinggining  from  thence,  that  the  DuuhmtHt  who  might 
hav«  been  takea  in  for  the  ftrengthening  the  caftle,  had 
fired  againft  the  generars  orders,  during  the  time  of  hang* 
iag  out  the  white  flag,  as  indeed  it  protred  ;  for  there 
were  at  leail  three  hundred  of  them  there. 

Thj:  greateil  damage  that  the  Engli/h  received^  was 
from  the  caflle,  which,  by  accidental  ihots,  cut  fome 
hawfers  that  kept  the  firil  line  together ;  and  fo,  to  avoid 
falling  foul  one  op  another,  they  were  forced  from  their 
ftations,  and  when  they  were  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
Dutch  guns,  the  fort  upon  the  outmoft  point  on  the  ftar« 
board  fide,  (hot  at  them  afreih,  the  guns  of  which  the 
£«^/t>^  had  filenced  during  the  engagement,  but  in  their 
going  off,  had  many  of  their  men  killed  by  them.  Not- 
withflanding  which,  the  Englijh  came  that  day  to  anchor 
within  the  rocks  of  Norway ,  five  leagues  diftance  from 
Berghen^  having  no  pilots  that  could  (hew  them  anchor- 
ing-hokl  nearer,  for  fo  many  (hips  together. 

While  the  EngUJb  were  repairing  their  (hips,  the 
Danijh  governor  endeavoured  to  draw  them  into  a  new  ne- 
gotiation, afiirming,  that  now  he  had  received  his  maflcr's 
orders,  and  was  content  to  afford  them  what  alll (lance 
he  could:  but,  after  mature  deliberation,  it  was  not 
thought  proper  to  truft  to  thefe  promifes  •*  j  and  therefore 
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^  I'rue  otdudlion  ef  the  tranfaftions  between  his   majelly    of 
<fKia-Bntain,  isQ.  P-  1 1.  i  x.     It   muA  be  allowed,  that  thefs 
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on  the  laft  of  Jugu/f^  the  carl  failed  with  the  fcfl  of  hil 
fleet  towards  the  coaft  of  Holland  i  but  fuffering  much  by 
a  ftorm,  his  fliips  were  carried  back  again  to  the  north* 
ward,  and  on  the  4th  of  Stptmb^^  he  met  with  four 
Dutch  Eajl  India  men,  and  feveral  other  cf  their  mer- 
chant-fhips  under  a  good  convoy }  and  though  the  ftormy 
weather  favoured  their  efcape,  yet  he  took  eight  good  men 
of  war,  two  of  their  beft  Eajl-India  (hips,  and  twenty 
fall  of  their  merchant-men.  Alfo  on  the  9th  of  Septtm^ 
btr^  a  part  of  our  fleet  fell  in  with  eighteen  of  the  HoU 
landirSf  the  greateft  part  of  which  they  took,  with  four 
Dutch  men  of  war,  and  above  a  thoufand  prifoners  ". 

On  his  return,  he  was  received  by  the  king  with  difiin* 
guiHied  marks  of  favour :  but  his  royal  highnefs's  conduct 
in  the  great  engagement,  on  the  3d  of  June,  being  much 
cenfured ;  and  the  king  then  declaring  the  duke  of  rorJ^ 
ihould  go  no  more  to  fea,  and  the  earl's  condufl  in  the 
fame  aflion,  being  as  much  applauded ;  left  his  continue 
ance  in  the  fole  command  of  the  fleet  might  be  any  difad- 
vantage  to  the  duke,  our  affairs  in  Spain  requiring  an  ex** 
^>-^ ;,-.,-     .,'>r^..:    ,;:•-.     .'-.,:.,-*'      traordinary 
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fafts  arc  contradiftod  by  the  MS.  Account  of  fir  Gilbert  Talbot, 
to  which  both  Echard  and  Burnet  have  adhered,  and  confcquent  • 
ly  lay  all  the  blame  on  fir  Thomas  Tyddiman,  and  the  earl  of 
Sandwich.  But,  befidcs  fbe  Deduflhns  l>clng  ^  public  paper,  ownM 
by  kine  Charles  II.  and  confcquently  mort  authentic  than  fir  Gil- 
bert Talbot's  relation  ;  there  isi  in  the  former,  a  c«py  of  the  go- 
vernor's letter,  which  flatly  contradifls  the  fubfiance  of  the  fame 
letter,  given  in  fir  Gilbert's  account,  which  I  take  to  be,  at  bottom, 
rather  an  apobgy  for  his  own  conduct.  The  truth  feems  to  be^ 
that  the  earl  of  Sandwich  confidercd  this  whole  negotiation  as  a 
iifhonourable  thing  ;  and  indeed  it  is  very  apparent,  that  if  no 
?efpe£l  at  all  had  been  had  to  this  agreement,  but  ^he  Englifh  had 
attacked  the  enemy's  fleet  without  giving  them  time  to  fortify 
themfelves,  the  whole,  or  at  Icafl  the  greateft  part,  muft  have 
been  funk  or  taken  ^  Kennct*  fiurchct,  Echardi  Columim 

Rottrata,  Kaf  in. 
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mordinary  etnbafly  to  be  Tent  into  that  kingdom,  his  mi- 
jefty  difpatched  the  earl  of  Sandwich  to  the  court  of  Ma^ 
drid^  to  mediate  a  peace  (^etween  the  crowns  of  Spain  and 
Portugal*,    This  negotiation  was  of  equal  difficulty  and 
impOrunce :  we  had  many  things  to  a(k  from  Spain^  in 
Afour  of  our  trade  (  and  there  was  nothing  to  which  the 
Spaniards  were  lefs  inclined  than  to  make  peace  with  /V- 
tugal^  and   own  it  for  an  independani  kingdom.     I'he 
earl  of  Sandwich  however,  managed  his  bufincfs  with  fuch 
addrefsj  that  he  concluded  a  mod  advantagious  treaty  wi^h 
the  court  of  Spain^  confiding  of  forty  articles ;  and   this 
Coo  in  a  furprizing  (hort  fpace  of  time*  if  we  confider  the 
nature  of  Spani/h  negotiations }  for  his  lordlhip  arrived  at 
Madrid  on  the  28th  of  May^  1666,  and  the  treaty  was 
%ned  the  13th  of  May,  1667  ".      His  lordfhip  applied 
himfdf  next  to  the  other  part  of  his  commiflion,  and  by 
infifting  principally  on  the  intcreds  of  Spain,  and  making 
it  evident,  that  the   continuance   of  the  Portugal  war 
would  be  the  total  ruin  of  their  affairs,  and  that  a  peace 
might  be  made  without  the  lead  wound  to  their  honour, 
at  that  juncture ;  he  fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  gain  the  queen 
of  Spain*8  confent,  that  a  treaty  (hould  be  fet  on  foot  un- 
der the  mediation  of  the  crown  of  Gnat- Britain.    The 
great  and  Qnufual  confidence  rcpofed  in  him  upon  this 
occalion,  was  managed  with  fuch  dexterity  by  the  earl  of 
^andwicht  that  in  three  weeks  after  his  arrival  at  Li/ion, 
he  concluded  a  peace  between  the  two  nations,  to  their 
mutual  fatisfaftion.    This  treaty  was  figncd  the  1 3th  of 
FtbrUary,  1668  ^    and  ae  it  was  extremely  advantagious 
Vol..  IL  D  d  t9 
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to  the  Portugueze  (who,  confidermg  the  diftraited  ftate 
of  their  government,  had  very  little  reafon  to  expc€fc  fo 
fortunate  an  event)  it  was  no  lefs  honourable  to  the 
crown  of  Great'Britarn. 

Upon  the  conclufion  of  thefe  treaties^  the  carl  of 
Sandwich  was  complimented  both  by  the  king  and  duke 
under  their  hands;  and  his  great  fervices  acknowledged 
in  fuch  terms  as  they  deferved  j  which  letters  do  no  lefs 
honour  to  the  memory  of  the  princes  who  wrote  them, 
than  they  do  his,  to  whom  they  were  written.  Many  of 
the  difpatches  penned  by  his  lordfliip  in  this  embafly  have 
been  made  public,  and  remain  fo  many  indelible  marks  of 
his  wifdom,  integrity,  and  public  fpirit.  They  ferve  alfo 
to  (hew  how  unncceflary  a  qualification  cunning  is  in  a 
public  minifter,  for  they  are  written  with  a  plainnefs  that 
cannot  be  counterfeited,  and  (hew  in  their  eompofition  a 
Hrength  of  genius  capable  of  carrying  its  point,  by  fet- 
ting  truth  in  a  proper  light,  without  the  aiTiftance  of  any 
of  thofe  little  arts,  which  are  fo  much  and  fo  undeferved- 
ly  admired  in  modern  politicians.  As  he  was  too  quick- 
lighted  to  be  deceived,  he  had  too  much  candour  to  im- 
pofe  on  any  with  whom  he  tranfaded  j  and  when  this 
temper  of  his  was  thoroughly  known,  he  was  able  to  da 
all  things  in  Spain ;  for  being  well  informed  of  the  nobi- 
lity of  his  birth,  and  his  great  adions  at  fea,  and  naving 
themfelves  received  repeated  proofs  of  his  (Irid  regard  to 
honour,  they  readily  believed  every  thing  he  faid,  and  wil- 
lingly aflentcd  to  whatever  he  propofed.  After  the  con- 
clufion of  the  treaty  with  Portugal^  he  returned  again  to 
Madrid,  where  he  fpent  fome  time  in  fettling  affairs,  and 
confirming  that  court  in  the  opinion,  that  Britain  was  its 
moil  ufeful  and  natural  ally,  and  then  taking  his  leave, 
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jtirived  September  19,  1668,  -at  Portfmmth  «.  On  his  re- 
turn to  courts  he  was  received  with  all  imaginable  te!(^i- 
monies  of  refpe6l  by  the  king  and  duke,  who  were  equal- 
\y  follicitous  in  fixing  him  to  a  good  opinion  of  thofe  mea- 
fures  upon  which  they  were  then  entering. 

The  trade  to  our  colonies  by  this  time  was  become 
very  confiderablei  and  growing  daily  more  and  more  ad- 
vaotagious  to  the  nation,  his  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  ere£t  a  council  for  infpe£ling  matters  relating  to  trader 
and  for  the  fpecial  encouragement  of  the  plantations.    As 
this  was  in  itfelf  a  very  popular  a^j  fo  king  Charles^ 
who   knew,  as  well   as  any  princej  the  art  of  pleafing 
his  fubjeils,  when  he  thought  fit  to  pradtife  it,  judged  it 
convenient  to  put  at  the  head  of  this  new  council,  a  man 
as  acceptable  in  hi^  chafadler j  as  the  proje^  was  in  its  na- 
ture ;  and  this  determined  him  to  the  choice  of  the  earl  of 
Sandwich^  who  jfugu/i  ^d^  1670,  was  fvvorrt  prefident  of 
the  council  of  plantations,  and  in  that  quality  he  fwore 
the  duke  of  Tork^  prince  Rupert,  the  duke  of  Buckingham^ 
and  other  perfons  of  the  higheft  quality^  members  there- 
of •'.    In  this  capacity,  as  well  as  in  that  of  vice-admiraj 
and  privy-counfellori  he  gave  no  fmall  difturbance  to  the 
Gabal  :  for  in>  the  firfl:  place,  he  was  a   fincere  and 
sealous   proteftant  j  hext,    he  was   a  true  Efiglijhman^ 
loyal  to  his  prince,  but  fteady  in  the  caufe.  of  hi$  coun- 
try, an  enemy  alike  to  fa^ion  and  arbitrary  power.     He 
was,  befidesi  for  regarding  tio  qualification  but  merit  iit 
the  preferments  of  the  navy,  declaring  upon  all  occafions 
iigainft  (hewing  favour  to  the  relations  of  peers,  or  other 
perfons  of  diltin^ion,  to   the  prejudice  of  fuch  as  had 
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ferved  longer  or  better.  This  rendered  bint  the  darling  of 
the  Heet,  who,  after  the  death  of  the  duke  of  JHemafhy 
looked  upon  him  as  the'  father  and  protestor)  whlcb^ 
however,  raifed  him  a  great  many  enenihsi  amongft  fuch 
as  could  not  bear  the  thwarting  of  thdl'  printe  iintto'eft8» 
though  for  the  fake  of  the  public  good.  The  (ecret  hif- 
tories  of  thofe  times,  (to  which  I  muft  own  I  do  not  al- 
ways give  credit)  insinuate,  that  his  royal  highnef^  th# 
duke  of  fori  was  difpleafed  with  hihi ;  but^  howefer,  that 
might  be,  it  is  very  certain,  that  the  kiiig  bad  alw^sft 
juft  fenfct  of  the  earl  of  Sandwiches  fervibes^  and  (hewed 
him  upon  every  occaHon  j  as  much  favour  and  efteeni  as  hei 
did  to  any  of  his  fuhje£b  K 

Os  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  Duttk  wari  bis  lordihip 
went  to  fea  with  the  duke  of  Ihriy  and  tomihanded  thi» 
Blue  fquadron,  the  French  admiral  count  d'Ejfrees  com* 
manding  the  ff^iu.  The  fleet  was  at  fea  in  the  beginning 
of  the  month  of  May,  and  towards  the  end  of  that  month 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Southwdd  bay,  in  brder  to  take  in 
water.  There  we  are  told,  that  on  the  27th,  which  wat 
Jf^itmondayt  there  was  great  merry-making  on  board  the 
^eet,  and  many  ofHcers  and  feamen  were  permitted  to  go 
on  (bore,  and  were  at  Smthwold,  Dunwich^  and  Aldbot&ugh, 
Things  being  in  this  iituation,  and  the  weather  witfaai 
very  hazy,  the  earl  of  Sandivich^  delivered  it  as  his  opinion 
at  a  council  held  in  the  eveningj  thatj  the  wind  landing 
as  it  did,  the  fleet  rod6  in  danger  of  being  furprizbd  by  the 
putchf  and,  therefore,  he  thought  it  advifeabie  to  weigh 
anchor,  and  get  out  to  fea:  to 'this  the  duke  of  Wri,  it 
is  faid,  made  fuch  an  anfwer  as  fecmed  to  hint  that  the 
*  carl- 
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earl  ^ke  out  of  fear  $  which  infinuation,  if  it  was  really 
mad/?,  was  certaioly  barbarous  and  unjuft  \  I  cannot  fay 
who  it  was  firit  «epocted  this  ftory,  but  of  this  we  may 
be  pofitive,  that,  as  a  certain  author  has  reported  it,  it 
could  not  poflibly  be  true  ^  Several  very  judicious  perfons 
have  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  framed  long  after  the 
tranfa^ion,  in  order  to  heighten  fome  circumftances  which 
we  (hall  prefently  relate. 

Dd  3  ••       Om 


*  Echard's  hiftory,  p.  883.  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  217.    '  This 
autlior  is  biihop  Burtier,  who  in  the  hiftory  of  his  own  times  f  ys. 
"  I  fay  nothing  of  the  fea-fight  in  Solbay,  in  which  de  Ruytrr 
**  had  the  glory  of  furprizing  the  Englifh  P'  et,  when  they  were 
**  thinking  lefs  of  engaaing  the  enemy,  than  of  an  extravagant 
*'  preparation  for  the  uiual  diforders  of  the  29th  of  May  ;  which 
"  he  prevented,  by  engaging  them  on  the  zSth."-^-    ■  It  is  an  odd 
whim  of  this  prelate,  that  becaufe  people  might  be  difpoied  to 
be  drunk  on  the  29th,  they  ihould  be  out  o\  their  wits  on  the 
28th.    Now  the  truth  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  fealling  hap- 
pened oB  the  27rh,  becaufe  it  was  the  Monday  in  whitfun-week  ; 
but  fqme  people "ttave  a  great  mind  to  fet  a  black  mark  upon  the 
29th  of  May,  and  on  the  charader  of  general  Monk  for  the  fame 
rsafon.    Yet  let  us  once  more  hear  his  lordihip— —  ••  The  ad- 
"  ipiral  of  the  blue  fauadroii  was  burnt  by  a  fire-ihip,  after  a 
**  long  engagement  with  a  Dutch  (hip,  much  inferior  to  him  in 
<*  ilrength.     In  it  the  earl  of  Sandwich  periihed,  with  a  great 
'*  nu|ny  about  Mm,  who  would  not  leave  him,  as  be  would  not 
"  leave  his  fliip,  by  a  piece  of  obftinate  courage,  to  wLitth  hu 
<-*  was  provoked  by  an  indectnt  refle£lion  the  duke  made  on  an 
f  advice  he  had  offered,  of  drawing  near  the  thore ;  and  avoiding 
'*  an  engagement,  as  if  in  that  he  took  more  care  of  himfelf^ 
*^  than  0/  the  king's  honour."— —We  havcfeen  above,  that  the 
earrs  advice  was  td  put  to  fea,  that  they  might  engage  the  fooner, 
and  not  be  furprized.     The  Dutch  Qoxtae.  treated  the  earl's  me- 
mory better  than  this  Ufhcp  ;  for  in  it  we  find,    **  The  earl  of 
*'  Sandwich  engaged  for  federal  hours  with  many  of  our  men  of 
"  ViZXy  difabled  feven  of  our  (hips,  among  which  was  lieutenant-ad« 
**  miral  Van  Ghent's,    vice-admiral  Van  NefTe's,   and  captain 
"  Brakel's ;  and  after  putting  oft*  three  firclhips,    was  at  lail 
*«  burnt  by  the  fourth.'* 
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On  the  28th  of  Maf^  between  two  and  three  %.  th* 
morning,  the  fleet  was  informed  of  the  approach  of  the 
Dutch:  upon  which,  his  royal  highnefs  made  the  fignal 
for  weighing  anchor,  and  getting  out  to  feaj  and  the  oc- 
cafion  being  of  fo  preffing  a  natqre,  many  of  the  captains 
were  obliged  to  cut  their  cables.  The  Bhte  fquadron,  how- 
ever, was  out  firft,  and  in  good  order;  the  Rtd  next; 
and  the  White  in  its  proper  ftation,  much  a-ftern  ".  The 
carl  of  Sandwich  in  his  fine  (hip  the  Rsyal  James^  which 
carried  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,   and  about  eight 
hundred  men,  began  the  fight,  and  fell  furipufly  on  the 
fquadron  of  Van  Ghent,    This  he  did,  not  from  a  princir 
pie  of  diftinguiOiing  himfelf  by  an  a£t  of  heroic  valour, 
for  he  knew  his  character  was  too  well  eftabliihed  to  need 
that:  his  view  was  to  give  the  reft  of  the  fleet  time  to 
form  j  and  in  this  he  carried  his  point*    Captain  Brakel  in 
the  Great  Holland^  a  fixty  gun  fhip,  depending  on  the  afr 
fiilance  of  his  fquadron,  attacked  the  Royal  JameSy  but  . 
was  foon  difab^ed,  as  were  feveral  other  men  of  war  i  and 
three  ^re-fhips  were  funk.  By  this  time  moft  of  his  men  ., 
were  killed,  and  the  hull  of  the  Reyal  James  fo  pierced 
with  (hot,  tl^at  it  was  impoflible  to  carry  her  off.    In  thif  , 
didrefs  he  might  have  been  relieved  hy  his  vice-admiral 
iir  Jofeph  Jordan^  if  that  gentleman  had  not  been  more 
ibllicitous  about  aflifting  the  duke.    When  therefore  he 
faw  him  fail  by,  heedlefs  of  the  condition  in  which  he  lay, 
he  faid  to  thofe  who  were  about  him,  thfre  is  nothing  left 
for  us  now  but  to  defend  thejhip  to  the  laji  man,  and  thofe  . 
who  knew  him  readily  underftood,  that  by  the  laft  man 
he  meant  himfelf.    When  a  fourth  fire-ihip  had  grappled 
-  '  him 


m  I  take  this  from  Mr.  Saville*s  Letter  to  the  earl  of  Arling- 
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hxttii  he  begged  his  captain  Hr  Rithard  Haddock^  and  all  his 
fervantfi  to  get  into  the  boat  and  fave  themfelves ;  which 
-  they  did :  yet  fome  of  the  failors  would  not  quit  the  ad- 
miral, but  ftaid  and  endeavoured  at  his  command  to  put 
out  the  fire,  which,  in  fpite  of  all  their  efforts  they  could 
not  do,  and  fo  they  periHied  together,  the  (hip  blowing 
up  about  noon ".     The  Dutch  writers  give  a  different  ac- 
count of  this  matter  j  they  fay,  that  the  earl  and  one  of 
his  fons  were  fmolhered  in  the  long-boat,  by  the  crew 
jumping  in  upon  them'  j  which  cannot  be  true,  fince  the 
gefnuine  caufe  of  the  earl's  remaining  on  board  was,  his 
apprehenfion  that  he  might  he  taken  in  the  longboat,  and 
made  a  fpedacle  to  the  Dutch  ^  the  fame  thought  which 
occurred  to  the  duke  of  yilbemarle,  and  determined  him, 
in  cafe  no  other  way  was  left,  to  blow  up  his  (hip  and 
himfelf.    Such  as  afcribe  this  refolution  to  the  refeniment 
of  what  his  royal  highnefs  had  faid  the  evening  before, 
afperfe  one  great  man's  character  in  order  to  tarnilh  ano- 
ther's.   It  is  a  ftrange  pleafure  that  fome  people  take  in 
attrfcuting  the  noblcft  actions  to  the  worft  motives,  and 
always  prefuming  that  to  be  the  fpring  of  a  man's  con- 
duct which  feems  leaft  fit  to  be  fo.    In  this  cafe  from  the 
temper  of  the  perfon,  and  the  circumflaoces  attending  his 
death,  there  is  the  higheft  reafon  in  the  world  to  pre  fume, 
<^at  he  facrificed  himfelf  from  a  principle  of  public  fpirit : 
why  then  fhould  we  be  fo  inhuman  as  to  fancy  he  did  it 
from  private  pique  ?  The  ancient  Romans  would  have  had 
nobler  notions :  they  would  have  faid,  he  devoted  himfelf 
to  his  country,  and  merited,  by  his  manner  of  dying,  the 
victory  which  enfued. 
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His  lord{hip*s  body  was  found  near  a  fortnight,  after* 
wards,  and  the  king  tefliHed,  by  the  honours  be  paid  to  the 
corps,  hovyr  much  he  admired  the  man,  how  ^cnfible  o( 
his  hard  fate,  and  how  willing  he  was  to  mingle  with  tfa« 
dud  of  his  anceftors,  the  remains  of  fuch  as  died  gloriou»> 
\y  in  their  country's  fervice*  This  faA  fiands  thus  in  th« 
Cazitte, 

Harwich  y  June  io« 

«<  This  day  the  body  of  the  right  honourable  Edward 
««  earl  of  Sandwich,  being  by  the  order  upon  his  coat  difco- 
**  trered  floating  on  the  Tea  by  one  of  his  majefty's  ketches, 
^<  was  taken  up,  and  brought  into  this  port ;  where  £tt 
««  Charlei  Littleton  the  governor  repeiving  it,  took  imme* 
<'  diate  care  for  its  embalnJng  and  honourable  difpofing, 
**  till  his  majefty's  plcafure  toould  bp  Ijnown  concerning  ic« 
**  For  the  obtaining  of  which*  his  majel^y  wa^  attended  at 
«*  lyhitehall  the  next  day,  by  the  maflier  of  tli^  fai^  v^f* 
*«  fel,  who  by  fir  Charles  Littleton*^  order,  wap  f^nt  to 
«  prefent  his  majefty  with  the  George  found  about  the 
«  body  of  the  laid  earl,  which  remained  a;  th^  time  of 
««  ii;.  taking  up  in  every  part  unbjcmilBpd,  ftving  fome 
*'  impredions  ma^d^  by  the  firQ  upon  his  face  and  breail. 
*«  Upon  which  his  majefty  out  of  his  princely  regard  to 
''  the  great  defer vings  of  the  faid  earU  and  his  unexampled 
**  performances  in  this  laft  aft  of  his  life,  hath  refolved 
"  to  have  his  body  brought  up  to  London%  theft  at  bis 
«*  charge  to  receive  the  rites  of  fupQfal,  due  to  his  -great 
f*  quality  and  merits  p. 

**  The  earl  of  Sandwich*^  body  bplng  iii'Cii  out  of  one 
•<  of  his  majefty 's  yatchts  at  Deptford,  on  the  3d  of  Jufy 
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^  1672,  and  laid  in  the  moft  iblemn  manner  in  a  fump- 
"»«  tuous  barge,  proceeded  by  water  to  H'tjiminjier-Bridget 
<«  attended  by  the  king's  barges,  his  royal  highnefs  the  dulcc 
«  of  Tork*i ;  as  alfo  with  the  feveral  barges  of  the  nobility, 
•*  lord-mayor,  and  the  feveral  companies  of  the  city  of 
**  London^  adorned  fuitable  to  the  melancholly  occafion, 
•*  with  trumpets  and  other  mufic,  that  founded  the  decp- 
««  eft  notes.    On  palling  by  the  Tower^  the  great  guns 
<•  there  were  difcharged,  as  well  as  at  Whitehally  and  about 
*•  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  body  being  taking  out  of 
«*  the  barge  ^i  Wejiminjler-Bridge^  there  was  a  procelfion 
"  to  the  abby-church,  with  the  higheft  magnificence.  Eight 
•«  earls  where  alfiftant  to  his  ton  Edward  earl  of  Sandwich^ 
**  chief  mourner,  and  mod  of  the  nobility  and  perfons  of 
«'  quality  in  town  gave  their  affiftance  to  his  interment,  in 
•<  the  duke  of  jf/bimarPs  vault  in  the  north  fide  of  king 
«*  Henry  VII.  chapel,  where  his  remains  are  depofiied  i." 
Aft  BR  this  account  of  the  refpedl  (hewn  by  his  fove- 
reign  to  his  dead  body,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fubjoln 
fome  inftanccs  of  the  tribute  paid  by  illuftrious  perfons  to 
his  memory.    We  will  begin  with  the  late  duke  of  Bud- 
inghamjhire,  who  having  given  us  an  account  of  the  battle 
in  Southwold'Bay^  concludes  it  thus.    "  The  enemy  had 
«  no  fuccefs  to  boaft,  except   the  burning   our  Royal 
**  James ;  which,  having  on  board  her  not  only  a  thou- 
**  fand  of  our  beft  men,  but  the  earl  of  Sandwich  himfelf, 
^  vice-admiral  of  England,  was  enough  almoft  to  ftiie  it 
•'  a  viftory  on  their  fide  j  lince  his  merit  as  to  fea-af&irs, 
**  was  mod  extraordinary  in  all  kinds  %"    Bifhop  Parker^ 
after  a  pompous  detail  of  this  bloody  difpute,  proceeds  in 

thcfe 


1  Gazette,  July  4,  1672, 
Works,  vol.  ij.  p.  15- 
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thefe  words,  ^f  Th«  EngUJb  loft  many  voluntiera,  and 
*<  ten  captaini  of  (hips  \  amongft  thefc^  were  the  eail  of 
*^  $andwi(hy  and  Digby^  fon  of  the  earl  of  Brijlol ;  who, 
*'  almoit  alone,  fought  with  the  third  fquadrun  of  the 
**  Dutch:  yet,  at  length,  when  Digby  was  (hot  through 
*<  the  heari,  and  th^  ft)ip  that  he  commanded,  was  bored 
«*  through  with  innumerable  (hots,  the  fcamen  with  dif- 
"  ficulty  brought  h«r  into  the  harbour ;  bi^t  SandvjUh 
'*  having  miferably  (hattered  feven  of  their  Oiips,  and  beat 
«  off  three  fire-fhips,  at  length  being  Qver-pow^red  with 
•«  numbers,  fell  a  facrifice  for  his  country.  A  gentleman 
(*  adorned  with  all  the  virtues  of  Alcibiades^  and  untainted 
<^*  by  any  of  his  vices ',  of  high  birth  \  capable  of  any  bufi^ 
*'  nefs }  full  of  wifdom ;  a  great  commander  at  fea  and 
*'  land,  and  alfo  learned  and  eloquent,  affable,  liberal  and 
«*  magnificent  %".  Gfrard  Brant,  who  is  never  partial 
to  any  but  his  own  countrymen,  after  a  full  account  of 
the  valour  with  which  the  earl  defended  himfelf,  and 
which  he  fliles  unfortunate  courage,  is  pleafed  to  iay, 
«'  Such  was  the  fate  of  this  noble  peer,  who  was  vice* 
"  admiral  of  England',  a  man  equally  brave,  knowing^ 
<(  and  of  a  moil  engaging  behaviogr ;  one  who  had  ren- 
**  dered  his  fovereign  the  greateft  fervices,  not  only  in  the 
«  field,  but  in  the  cabinet,  and  as  an  ambaH^dor  in 
•«  foreign  courts*".  Sir  Edward Pf'.''.:r,  who  wrote  an 
hlftorical  account  of  the  knights  of  the  garter,  a  work 
which  it  were  to  be  wiflied  his  fucceffors  in  his  office  had 
continued  with  like  impartiality,  gives  the  earl  of  Sand^ 
wich  this  char^dter,  ''  He  was  a  perfon  of  extraordinary 

"  parts^ 


»  Bilhop  Parker's  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  p.  151.      *  Vic  d«. 
Ruycer,  Liv.  xi. 
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*»  parts,  courage,  fidelity,  and  affiibility,  and  juftly  merit-* 
♦*  ed  all  the  honours  that  were  conferred  upon  him "  '*. 

These  teftimonics,  from  friends  and  foes  (for  the 
duke  of  Buckirif^ham/bire  and  the  bifliop  of  Oxford  were  of 
a  parly  not  much  inclined  to  fayour  thr  carl  of  Sandwich)  j 
from  ftrangers  as  well  as  his  own  countrymen,  are  in- 
contedable  proofs  of  this  great  man's  abilities,  and  there- 
fore I  was  in  fotne  doubt,  whether  I  fhould  add  the  folluw 
|ng  poetical  oomplitnent  to  his  memory;  but,  when  I 
confidered,  that  it  might  prove  a  hint  to  fome  abler  pcjt, 
todojuilice  tofofublimc  a  fubje£t,  I  thought  thp  reader 
would  not  be  difpleafed  with  the  fight  of  a  few  lines  whicd 
|iav9  not  hitherto  beep  publiflied, 


EPITAPH. 

JDORN*D  with  titles,  hut  from  virtue  great ^ 
'       At  fea  a  Neptune,  Neftor  in  the  fla^e  j 
Alike  in  council,  and  in  fight,  renown* d. 
In  aliion  always,  wi,th  fucc^sfiill  crmn^d-, 

A  foUier,  feaman,  ftatejman, here  He  lies  j 

N«  heart  more  honejl,  and  no  head  more  wife : 
Though  brave,  yet  gentle-,  though  fincere,  not  rude\ 
Juftice  in  camps,  in  courts  he  truth  purfu'd, 
l.iving,  he  rais'd  a  deathUfs^  fpotlefs  name. 
And  dying,  foat'd  above  the  reach  of  fame. 

Reader,  if  Englifh,  fop  the  fueling  tear  I 
Qrief  Jbould  not  wait  on  him  who  felt  no  fear  : 


Hk 


*  Hiftouud  account  o|  Mie  knig;hts  of  the  garter,  MS.  before 
fitcd. 
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He  wftttts  not  pity — ceuhi  bis  c^/hes  fpeak^ 
Tthefe  generous  founds  would  from  the  marblt  breaks 
'*  Go  ferve  thy  country ^  while  God  fpares  thee  breath  \ 
**  Live^  as  I  liv*d^jind  fo  deferve  my  death. 

We  ought  next  to  fay  fomewhat  of  prince  Rupert^ 
who  commanded  the  Englijh  fleet  often,  and  wUh  great 
applaufe.  To  run  through  his  memorable  adventures, 
would  take  up  too  much  time,  and  deviate  likewife  from 
the  intention  of  this  treatife:  we  (hall,  therefore,  fouch 
briefly  ihofe  circumftances  of  his  condudt,  which  more 
immediately  relate  to  his  capacity  as  a  fea-officer,  and  leave 
his  other  addons  to  the  care  of  fome  faithful  hiflorian, 
who  may  incline  to  tranfmit  them  to  poftcrity,  in  the 
manner  they  deferve :  for  though  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  * 
this  prince  had  his  failings,  and  that  theie  might  have  fome 
bad  effects  on  the  affairs  of  king  Charles  I.  yet  it  muft  like* 
wife^be  confeHed,  that  he  did  that  monarch  great  fervices, 
and  that  his  errors  have  been  much  heightened,  by  ihe  (kill, 
as  well  as  partiality,  of  fome  who  have  decried  them. 

H  E  was  the  third  fon  Of  the  prince  eledor  Palatini, 
fometime  ftilcd  king  of  Bohemia^  by  the  princcfs  Elizabeth^ 
tldeft  daughter  to  king  James  I.  and  was  confequcntly  ne- 
phew to  king  Charles  I.  His  education,  Hke  that  of  moft 
German  princes,  efpecially  younger  brothers,  qualified  him 
for  arms  j  and  fuch  as  have  been  leaft  inclined  to  fevour 
him^  admit,  that  he  was  extremely  well  fitted,  in  refpedt 
both  to  natural  abilities  and  acquired  accomplifhments,  for 
Si  great  commander  "*.    When  the  unhappy  civil  wars 

broke 


*  The  feirefl  character  I  have  met  with  of  this  gallant  prince,  is 
Sn  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs,  p.  226,  which  is  tranfcribed  by 
£chard  into  his  htftory.  The  reader  may  likewiAs  confult  Cla* 
wfldon,  Wkitlock,  acid  the  other  hiDoriani  of  tbofe  times. 
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broke  out  here,  he  came  and  offered  his  fword  to  his  uncle, 
When  he  was  fcarce  of  age,  and,  through  the  whole  war,  beha- 
ved with  great  intrepidity  %  and  on  many  cccafions  his  en- 
deavours were  attended  With  very  extraordinary  fuccefs. 
When  the  war  was  over,  he  went  abroad  with  a  pafs  from 
the  parliament :  but  whdn  the  fleet  revolted  to  the  prince 
oT  JVales^  he  readily  went  on  board  it,  where  he  diflin- 
guiihed  himfclf  by  vigorous  councils ;  which,  however, 
Were  not  followed ;  but  on  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  Hoi- 
hni^  the  command  of  it  was  left  to  him.  He  then  failed 
to  hilondy  where  he  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  king's 
iihking  caufe ;  but  was  quickly  purfued  by  the  parliament's 
fuperior  fleet,  under  Popham  and  Btake^  who,  in  the  win- 
ter of  the  year  1649,  blocked  him  up  in  the  haven  of 
King/ak'^  whence  he  efcaped,  by  boldly  pufhirg  through 
their  fleet;  an  adlion  as  fucccfsful  in  the  event,  as  brave  in 
the  intention  *. 

After  this  efcape,  ht  failed  to  the  coaft  of  Spain^ 
where  at  flrlt  he  was  treated  with  fome  refpedl ;  but  when 
it  was  known,  that  the  parliament  had  a  better  fleet  at  fea, 
and  were  very  intent  on  purfuing  and  cruihing  his  high- 
tiefs,  the  Spaniards  became  afraid  of  (hewing  him  any 
mark  of  favour ;  and  thenefore,  when  two  or  three  of  his 
fhips  were  diftrefied,  and  ran  aftiore,  they  plundered  them, 
and  prefled  the  men  into  their  fervice  y.  This,  we  need 
the  lefs  wonder  at,  if  we  confider  that  captain  Toung  burnt 
^he  Antehpe^  one  of  the  prince's  fhips,  in  the  harbour  of 
HilvtetJluySy  without  any  refpedt  to  the  authority  of  the 

'         *        States- 


*"4 


!,'»  ' 


^!i 


)  i| 


*  Ludlow^ai  memoirs,    p.  290,  291.     Bgrcliet,   Columna  ro- 
ttrata,  Echard,    &c.  y  CJlarcndon'a  hiftory,    p,   595.    5^6. 

Where  there  is  a  more  circumrtantial  accouai  cf  il.is  f.itt,  tijan  is 
to  be  laec  with  any  where  elfe.  ' 
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Btatei'Ge/ieraly  even  in  their  own  ports;  and  this,  it  ii  faid^ 
inclined  them  to  a  war  with  England-,  for  obferving  the 
temper  of  the  parliament,  and  the  growth  of  their  naval 
power,  it  was  eafy  for  the  Dutch  to  forefee  that  nothing 
but  a  vigorous  reiiftance  could  defend  their  trader  or  pre- 
ferve  them  from  fubje(flion.  From  the  coaft  of  Spain^  the 
prince  failed  to  Lijbon,  and  was  quickly  followed  thither  by 
Blake y  with  a  fquadron  of  eighteen  fail*  We  have  alrea- 
dy given  fome  acooiint  of  this  expedition,  and  of  his  being 
at  lait  forced  by  Blake  to  leave  that  port,  and  betake  him- 
felf  again  to  the  Mediterranean-^  and  therefore,  here  I  (hall 
only  obfeive,  that  it  was  chiefly  the  high  refpedl  paid  to 
prince  Rupert's  perfon^  that  enabled  him  to  keep  the  fea 
with  his  fquadron,  which  was  now  become  too  fmall  to 
be  called  a  fleet.  On  the  5th  oi  November^  1560,  general 
Blake  deftroyed  The  Roe-Buck,  and  The  Black  Prince,  two 
of  the  bed  fliips  he  had  remaining,  while  his  highnefs  in 
The  Reformation,  and  his  brother  prince  Maurice  in  The 
Convertine,  or,  as  other  writers  fay,  in  The  Swallow,  fail- 
ed into  the  Jdriatic  Sea,  and  after  taking  fome  prizes,  re^ 
turned,  after  Blake*s  departure,  into  the  port  of  Toulon^ 
where  they  difpofcd  of  them,  paid  their  faiiors^  and  provi- 
ded for  a  more  diftant  expedition  ^i  It  muft  be  obfervcd, 
that  though  this  kind  of  behaviour  in  prince  Rupert,  exafpe- 
rated  the  parliament  againfl:  him,  and  was  in  reality,  as  I 
have  elfewhere  owned,  a  very  unjuftifiable  praftice  j  yet  it 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  ihe  fource  of  the  parliament's 

power 


*  Philip's  chronicle,  p.  289,  Bate,  Warwick,  &c.  Amongft 
other  inconveniencies  following  from  this  praflice,  the  prince's  ex- 
ample was  no  fmall  one.  When  he  condefcended  to  live  by  pri- 
vateering, no  body  was  aihamed  to  take  up  the  trade,  fo  tha^ 
from  Breft,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  and  the  Scill/  iflaods,  there  ifluetl 
IV  hole  fleets  of  corfairs. 
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t)Olver  at  fea,  which  they  would  othcrwife  have  fcarce 
thought  of  maintaining;  but  finding  themfelves,  on  a  fud- 
,  den,  on  bad  terms  with'^^d/>,  embroiled  with  France^  dif- 
liked  by  the  Dutch^  and  Jit  open  war  with  Portugal  i  they 
.  were  obliged  to  cultivate  a  navar  force  with  their  utmoft 
eare,  in  which,  as  they  applied  themfelves  to  it  with  dill- 
genee^  it  muft  be  admitted  they  W6re  very  fuccefsful,  and 
liad  quickly  fo  many  fquadrons  well  manned  at  feaj  as 
made  them  terrible  to  all  the  world  ".  '■  ^^ 

Prince  Rupert*^  fquadron,  in  the  Ipririg  of  the  year 
,  165 1,  failed  again  for  the  Streiihts,  confiding  then  of  no 
.  more  than  five  men  of  war,  and  two  fire-fliips.  There 
.  he  began  to  take  Spanijh  fhips  by  way  of  reprifal,  for  the 
rcfpeift  they  (hewed  the  parliament}  till  finding  himfelf 
hard  prtjfTed  by  Fenn^  he  refolved,  having  indeed  no  refource 
befides,  to  follow  his  brother  into  iht  Weji-Indiei,  Thispro- 
jeft  was  owing  to  the  lord  Willoughbfs  engaging  Barba- 
doiSy  and  the  Leeward- IJJands  to  declare  for  the  king^  when 
all  other  colonies,  except  Virginia,  had  fubmitted  to  the 
parliament.  This  defign  might  poffibly  have  proved  more 
fuccefsful,  if  prince  Rupert^  on  his  arrival  in  thofe  parts, 
bad  i,  iplied  himfelf  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Weft-India 
trade;  but  inftead  of  this,  both  he,  and  prince  Maurice 
continued  to  cruize  upon  the  Spaniards ,  till  the  latter  pe- 
riihed  at  fea,  and  the  former  found  his  fhips  in  fuch  a  con- 
diiinnj  ihat  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  him  to  return 
into  Europe ;  which  accordingly  he  did,  and  in  the  begin- 
ning of  1653,  arrived  fafeiy  in  Brittany ^  where  he  difpo- 

fed 


•  Let  the  reader  compare  what  I  have  oWerved,  with  fafls 
mentioned  by  Whitlock,  Ludlow,  and  Carrington,  in  his  life  of 
Cromwell,  and  he  will  fee  the  truth  of  it  immediately. 
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ied  of  bis  prizas,  paid  J^is  feamea  as  far  as  it  woold  go,  and 
for  the  prefent,  laid  aAdo  liis  command  as  an  admiral  ^« 
Hb  conduct  on  this  occalionj  is  very  harlhly  reprefented 
^  the  learl  of  CkrtndM^  who,  as  he  never  lived  in  any 
great  terms  of  friendOrip;  with  him,  might  poflibly  con* 
ctive  worfe  of  his  proceedings  thanihey  deferved.  This  if 
certain*  that  the  noble  hiltorian  was  greatly  miftaken  io 
what  he  fays  of  thq  prince's  deferting  the  king's  fervice^ 
on  his  going  back  into  (^ermany  \  for  we  have  undeniable 
teftimonies  of  the  contrary,  and  feveral  letters  of  his  are  yet 
extent,  whereby  it  appears,  that  he  negotiated  with  fevefai 
princes  of  the  empire,  on  his  msyefty's  behalf,  and  behaved 
towards  him  on  all  occaftons  in  his  exile  (after  the  quarrel 
at  Paris)  with  ail  the  duty,  and  deference  that  he  coqM 
have  (hewn  him  on  the  throne  S  • 

On  Che  king's  reftauration,  prince  Ruptrt  was  invited 
ixkto  Engkndy  where  the  k'mg  created  him  duke  of  Cuffh 
btrkndy  earl  of  Uoldirmfs^  &c.  and  gaye  him  alfo  varicttte  ^ 
offices  worthy  of  his  high  birth.  By  this  time,  his  highK 
nefs's  fire  was  pretty  much  decay'd,  and  his  judgnOftiit 
cooler  and  fitter  for  great  employments,  whcD^  therefore^ 
in  th%  year  1666,  the  king  intruM  him,  in  conjundfoif 
wUh  the  duke  of  Albemarle^  to  command  the  deeti  he  dif^ 
covered  all  the  great  qualities  that  could  bf  defired  in  an 
admiral  >  for  by  his  happy  return  to  the  jQcet  on  the  3d  df 
JuM^  he  raviflied  from  the  Dutch^  the  only  victory  thef 
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.  ^  Philip's  chronicle,  p.  337.  Clarendon,  Kennet,  Echard,  Balte, 
Warwick,  &c.  «=  'i^iu  is  very  evident  from  abundance  of  let- 
ters in  Thurloc*8  ftate-papcrs,  which  reprefent  his  hjghnefs  as  » 
bufy  agent  for  the  king;  and  particularly  from  a  letter  of  Kis  tp 
king  Charles  II.  dated  H^delbeiy,  February  6|  i^i^,  vol  U 
V-  ^94'  'J 
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had  t^e  appearance  of  gaining;  and  afterwards,  on  the 
^4th  of  July^  in  the  fame  year,  beat  them  cfFe^lually; 
jpurfued  them  to  their  own  coaft,  blocked  up  their  harbours, 
and  made  them  fenfible  of  the  fuperiority  of  Englijh  cou- 
rage, when  tiot  opprelTed  by  numbers  ^.  In  the  autumn 
oi  the  fame  year,  having  the  fole  command  of  our  fleet, 
and  underftanding  that  the  Dutch  were  endeavouring  to 
join  a  jfrench  fquadron  of  forty  fail,  under  the  duke  of 
peauforty  he  followed  them  fo  clofely  into  Bolloign  road, 
that,  to  avoid  another  battle,  they  hauled  in  fo  near  the 
fliore,  as  in  all  probability  they  muft  either  have  been 
burnt  or  funk,  if  a  fudc^n  ftorm  had  not  forced  the  prince 
to  return  tp  St.  Helenas  bay.  But  in  the  mean  time  fir 
Thomas  Allen  with  his  fquadron,  fell  in  with  part  ol  the 
French  RttU  and  uffid  them  fo  roughly,  that  they  were 
glad  to  betake  therhfelves  to  port^  and  hy  dflde  all  thoughts 
bf  joining  their  allies  *.  On  his  highnefs*s  return  home,  he 
was  kindly  received  by  the  king,  and  grew  into  great  ef- 
teem  with  the  nation.  He  always  fleered  cautioufly  between 
the  factions  at  court,  and  having  fo  near  a  relation  to  the 
king,  never  thought  of  flrengthning  his  intereft  by  enter- 
ing into  intrigues.  Yet  on  the  other  hand,  he  never  de- 
clined any  occafioh  that  offered,  of  fhewing  himfelf  a  firm 
proteftant,  and  a  true  patriot,  though  he  knew  that  this 
condu^  would  expofe  him  to  fome  who  were  never  much 
inclined  to  be  his  friends.  But  the  king,  who  was  obliged 
to  govern  too  much  by  parties,  was  far  from  dif] iking  his^ 
Couftn's  conduft,  finct  it  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  ufing 
hvi  councils,  and  engaging  his  fervices,  with  the  general 
Vol.  II.         -— — — '— -       E  e        '  -^    '  ap- 
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approbation  of  hit  people :  which  otherwife  he  could  not 
have  done.  In  other  refpe^ts  the  prince  was  very  loyal » 
and  would  never  be  perfuaded,  even  by  fuch  as  had  a 
great  influence  over  him,  to  go  into  any  of  tbofe  mea- 
fures,  which,  though  covered  with  fpscious  pretences, 
ferved  only  to  diflrefs  the  king»  and  to  diftraift  his  ful)* 
jefts. . 

After  the  breaking  Qut  of  the  laft  Dutch  war,  and 
the  paffing  the  teft-a£t,  his  highnefs  was  a^in  drawn 
from  his  retirement,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  fleet.  The  duke  of  Tltrk  had  refigned  bis  oifice  of 
lord  high-admiral  i  the  earl  oi  Sandioicby  and  moft  of  the 
old  admirals  were  dead,  fo  that  none  could  with  any  cje- 
cency  be  called  to  that  comniand  but  himfelf  ^  He  had 
never  lived  on  any  terms  with  the  miniftry,  who  were 
itiled  the  Cabal,  2^nd  indeed  it  was  impoffibte  he 
ihould  j  for  they  were  all  perfons  of  the  utmoft  art,  and 
be  was  one  of  the  plained  men  that  could  be.  Tfc^  me^ 
thod,  therefore,  they  took  to  rid  themfelves  of  a  war, 
which  they  found  it  very  hard  to  manage,  was,  to  make 
fuch  difpcfittons  in  the  fleet,  as  were  fittefl:  to  render  the 
admiral  uneafy,  from  a  profpe^  that  this  might  bring  the 
advice  of  making  peace  from  other  hands  than  their  own  '. 
All  the  captains  in  the  fleet  were  the  creatures  of  the 
duke  of  Torki  and  were  told,  though  perhaps  without 
truth,  that  glancing  at  the  prince's  charadter,  would  ob~ 
lige  his  royal  highne/s.  Th^re  needed  no  more  to  fet 
thefe  folks  t£  wofi; :  they  begw  to  find  £iu]X,  with  every 
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order  he  gave,  and  to  mifreprelcnt  every  mcafure  he 
took,  but  the  prince  quickly  convinced  them,  that  in- 
ilead  of  hurting  his  chara€ler,  they  would  deflroy  their 
own  ^  By  his  brisk  getting  out  to  fea  in  the  month  of 
^ril,  hi  (hewed  that  he  could  be  a(5live  in  age,  as  well 
as  youth,  and  hy  failing  over  to  the  Dutch  coaft,  he  dif- 
covered  a  readinefs  to  fight,  Which  was  the  old  charalte^ 
riftic  of  an  EngUJh  admiral.  We  have  alre^ndy  given  an 
account  of  the  battle  of  the  2Sth  of  May  1672,  in  which 
we  had  the  advantage ;  but  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  copy 
ti  ihort  paragraph  from  the  prince's  own  letter,  which 
(hews  the  modefty  of  his  nature,  and  withal  his  honour 
and  hnpartiality,  lince  it  relates  to  the  behaviour  of  one 
who  he  knew  did  not  like  l^'m.  "  Sir  Edward  Spragge 
"  alfo  on  his  fide,  maintained  the  fight  with  fo  n;uch 
*'  courage  and  refolution,  that  their  whole  body  gave  way 
**  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  had  it  not  been  for  fear  of  th$ 
•*  (hoals,  we  had  driven  them  into  their  harbours,  and 
**  the  king  would  have  had  a  better  account  of  them. 
*'  The  cafe  being  thus,  and  the  night  approaching,  1 
''  judged  it  fit  to  (land  a  little  off,  and  to  anchor  here 
^*  where  I  now  ride**  *. 

The  next  engagement  happened  on  the  5ih  of  Juney 
in  which  the  advantage  was  more  plainly  on  the  fide  of 
the  EngUJh^  as  is'  evident  from  prince  Ruptrt*^  letter,  ^ 
which  was  immediately  publiOied  ;  but  after  this  engage- 
ment, he  found  the  fleet  to  be  fo  miferabiy  deftitute  of  all 
neceliaries,  and,  which  was  worfe,  fo  badly  manned,  that 
he  thought  fit  to  return  home.    This  meafure,  though 
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very  ncceflary,  might  have  been  liable  to  fome  mifconftru- 
dlion  from  pofterity,  if  by  accident  we  were  not  furnifh-. 
ed  with  a  true  key  to  it  i  which  was  this.  The  prince 
had  often  complained  before,  and  the  officers  of  the  navy 
had  conftantly  perfuaded  the  king,  that  there  were  no 
grounds  for  his  complaints ;  which  put  his  hlghnefs  under 
the  necefllty  of  taking  this  flep,  that  the  thing  might  be 
put  out  of  difpute,  and  the  fleet  out  of  wants.  As  this 
(bev\^ed  his  fpirit,  (for  he  brought  the  king  himfelf  to  look 
upon  the  fbips)  fo  he  gave  afterwards  as  ftrong  a  proof  of 
his  judgment,  by  carrying  the  whole  fleet  through  the 
Narrow,  on  the  19th  of  July,  and  appearing  on  the  Dutch 
coad  almod  as  foon  as  they  had  received  certain  intelli* 
gence  of  his  returning  to  his  own  ^  On  the  i  ith  of  Ju- 
gujl  he  fought  the  lad  battle  that  was  fought  againfl  this 
enemy ;  of  which  we  have  already  given  fo  full  an  ac-. 
count,  that,  in  refpei^  to  the  fa£t,  we  can  add  nothing, 
here.  On  his  return  from  his  command,  the  king  expref- 
fed  fome  coolnefs,  which  was  owing  not  more  to  the 
arts  of  his  highnefs's  enemies,  than  to  the  quicknefs  of  his 
letter,  in  relation  to  the  lad  fight,  and  the  behaviour  of 
the  French  '  j  but  the  king's  difpleafure  quickly  wore  out,, 
^  a» 


^  The  mrmbers  of  che  ofBce  of  ordnance  vindicated  themfelves 
notwithUanding  the  king's  vitw  :  but  whoever  (hall  confider  that 
vindication  attentively,  will  perceive  that  it  is  extremefy  artificial, 
and  calculated  rather  to  fcreen  thetnfelves,  than  to*  clear  up  the 
truth  of  the  ta^t.  ^  The  reader  may  guefs  at  tbe  particulars  of 
this  letter,  Iron)  t'.ie  following  paragraph  of  the  exaft  relation, 
&c.  in  which  they  are  fummed  up  almoil  in  his  own  words.  "  In 
"  the  xnidil  of  fo  many  intrigues  of  oppofition  here  ar  home,  fo 
"  many  delays  of  his  commifiion,  fo  few  powers  contained  in  it, 
"  fuch  fcanty  number  of  feameo,  fo  little  affurance  of  divers 
"  chief  commanders,  fuch  failure  of  proviftons,  fuch  want  of 
'*  ammunition  and  all  other  oeceifajries,  fuch  deceit  of  oavy^offi- 
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as  the  intereft  of  the  Cabal  began  to  dccfine.  After 
this,  the  prince  led  a  quiet  and,  (in  a  great  meafure)  ^ 
retired  life,  moftly  at  Windfor-cajlk^  of  which  he  was  go- 
vernor, and  fp^nt  a  great  part  of  his  time  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  chemical  and  philofophical  experiments,  as  well  as 
the  practice  of  mechanic  arts,  for  which  he  was  very  fa- 
mous. He  is  mentioned  by  foreign  authors  with  applaufe 
for  his  (kill  in  painting,  and  celebrated  by  one  of  the  mod 
judicious  of  our  own  for  his  invention  of  Mezzo-titito 
prints,  fince  rifen  from  their  foftnefs  and  beauty  into  fo 
high  efteem*.  He  like  wife  deh'ghted  in  making  locks  for 
/ire-arms,  and  was  the  inventor  of  a  compofition  called 
Primers  metal.  As  to  his  public  character  in  the  laft  ten 
years  of  his  life,  it  was  that  of  a  patriot,  which  was 
owing  to  the  innate  honelly  of  his  temper,  and  not  to  his 
having  any  liking  to  intrigues.  In  refpedt  ro  his  private 
lu'?  he  was  fo  juft,  fo  beneficent,  fo  courteous,  that  his 
memory  remained  dear  to  all  that  knew  him.    This  I  fay 


\  ft.)'/' 
4  t'VM 


Ec  3 


of 


«< 


cers,  fuch  non-obfervancc  of  orders  at  fea  amongft  his  o\vn« 
"  Englifli,  and  fo  manifeli  defeflions  of  the  French;  not  tn  be 
"  daggered  in  his  refolutioq,  nor  to  be  put  out  of  all  pitierce  and 
'*  prudence  in  a£lion,  nor  to  abate  of  his  afFedlion  and  zral  for  th? 


« 


*'  honour  and  fervice  of  his  majedy,  the  fafeguard  and  intered 
of  religion  and  the  kingdom ;  in  a  feafon  when  fo  many  po- 
pilh  projeftors  played  a  game  under  board,  arid  above  too  ; 
will  be  an  everlading  argument  of  his  highne(s's  valour  and  re- 
nown, and  mud  needs  be  a  drong  obligation  upon  the  king, 
the  parliament;  and  people  of  England,  who  are  now  left  to 
judge,  whether  it  was  not  a  wonderful  good  providence  of 
**  God,  or  one  of  the  mod  memorable  piects  of  fervice  ever  Jone 
**  at  fea,  to  furmount  all  thofe  difHculties,  and  even  envy  itfelf  j 
**  and  after  all,  to  bring  home  the  fleet-royal  of  England,  with- 
**  out  the  lofs  of  one  man  of  war,  to  her  own  diore  in  fafcty, 
**  in  d^fpight  of  all  enemies  that  defigned  otherwife  by  fea  and 
*•  land."  *  Cabinet  des  fingularitez  d'Architeftufv-,  5(c,. 

^m.  i.  p.  177.  Evelyn's  Cakography,  &c. 
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of  my  own  knowledge,  having  often  lieard  old  people  .in 
Berkjbirt  fpeak  in  raptures  of  prince  RobtrU  He  died  at 
his  houfe  in  Spring-GardtHS,  on  the  29th  of  Nwimbtr 
1682,  in  his  grand  climadteric,  leaving  behind  him  a 
daughter  by  Mrs.  Mar  gar  it  Httgbis,  who  afterwards  mar« 
ried  general  Howe^  and  has  not  been  lon£^  dead  ". 


Sir  John  Law/an  has  been  (0  often  mentioned  in  thit 
work,  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  give  the  beft  account 
of  him  I  can  ;  though  I  muil  own  it  to  be  very  llender^ 
in  fpight  of  all  the  pains  I  could  take  to  obtain  better  me- 
moirs. He  was  the  fon  of  a  perfon  in  low  circumftan*. 
ces  at  Hul/t  and  was  bred  to  the  Tea,  either  on  account  or 
his  taking  a  lilcing  to  it,  or  that  it  beft  fuited  his  father's 
fituationr  who,  perhaps,  knew  not  otherwife  how  to  pro- 
vide for  him.  In  procefs  of  time  he  obtained  a  ihip  by 
bis  merit,  and  ferving  in  the  fleet  under  the  parliament^ 
was  made  a  captain  for  his  extraordinary  defert ".  He 
ferved  with  great  fidelity  againft  all  their  enemies,  fo  long, 
as  the  parliament  retained  their  power,  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  war  carried  a  flag,  tc-gether  with  Penn^  under 
Monk,  In  165  3,  he  commanded  a  fleet  of  forty-four  fail, 
-which  were  fent  over  to  the  coaft  of  Holland,  and  by 
taking  a  fcarce  credible  number  of  prizes,  bad  a  great  in-r 
fluence  in  making  the  peace  **.  On  the  change  of  the 
government,  and  CromwelFi  afluming  the  fupreme  power 
to  himlelf,  he  was  continued  in  his  command,  and  treat* 
ed  with  refpe£t ;  but  it  feems,  his  principles  did  not  in- 
cline him  to  adt  fo  il^adily  under  the  new  goyernmenta 
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as  he  did  under  the  old  »•.  As  to  church  affairs,  he  was 
an  anabaptift  j  and  in  rcfpeft  to  civil  government,  he  was 
known  to  be  a  republican.  In  all  probability,  he  re- 
ceive thefe  tln£Vure8  early,  and  like  many  other  people, 
(bought  purfulng  his  own  prejudices  to  be  perfcvering  ih 
a  good  caufe.  He  was  certainly  very  honeft  in  his  con* 
duft  during  the  civil  war,  adting  altogether  upon  princi- 
ple, which  led  him  to  diflike  the  protestor's  government, 
though  not  to  refift  it  j  for  he  thought,  that  a  man  might 
lawfully  krvt  his  country  under  any  authority :  and  in- 
deed this  was  BiaHe^s  notion,  and  that  of  moll  of  the  fea 
officers  of  thoTe  times. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  the  protedlor  Oliver  had  early 
intelligence  of  Lawfirt^  difafFeftion.  Colonel  Overton^ 
who  had  plotted  againft  Monk  in  Scotland,  had  in  feme 
of  his  conferences  with  his  friends,  mentioned  vice-admiral 
Lawfon,  as  a  perfon  upon  whom  they  might  depend ; 
yet  for  all  this,  he  was  employed  and  entrufted  to  com- 
mand a  fleet  for  the  channel-fervice  in  1655  "J.  But  the 
Spanijh  war  had  the  fame  effedt  upon  him,  that  it  had  up- 
on many  other  officers ;  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  flagrant 
aft  of  injuftice  and  tyranny,  and  began  from  that  mo- 
ment to  enter  into  fcheme»  againft  the  proteftor.  True  it 
is,  that  Cromwell  had  no  juft  motive  for  attacking  Spain  : 
but  the  grand  reafon  why  the  republicans  refented  this  (o 
warmly  was,  becaufe  the  crown  of  Spain  had  made 
freater  advances  to  the  parliament,  than  any  other  foreign 

£  e  4  power. 


i  '5 1 


i  'I  n 


P  This  appears  from  feveral  informations  given  againft  biai  to 
Thurloe,  of  which  notice  will  be  afterwards  taken.  i  This 

information  to  Monk  is  in  Thurloe^s  State-papers,  vol.  iii.  p.  iS<). 
where  prefident  Bradfhaw,  fir  Arthur  Haflerig,  colonel  Pride,  co- 
lonel Cobbet,  colonel  Alhfield|  and  other  officers  are  named  tiiere* 
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power '".  There  were  at  the  fame  time  a  very  forn^ida- 
|}le  body  of  men,  who  confpired  againft  Cromwtll  oq 
enlhunaftic  principles,  and  were  fliled  fifth  monarchy-men. 
Witli  thefe.  Law/on^  Okey^  Rich^  and  other  officer? 
thought  fit  to  join  ;  becaufe  they  agreed  with  them  in  the 
main,  and  were  for  pulling  down  the  prcfent  tyranny. 
Secretary  Thurloey  however,  had  fuch  clear  information 
of  all  their  proceedings,  that  they  were  able  to  affedt  no- 
thing. On  the  contrary,  jipril  lo,  1657,  major-gene- 
ral Harrifirti  admiral  Law/on,  and  feveral  others  were 
committed  j  which  put  an  end  to  their  intrigues  '. 

When  he  recovered  his  liberty,  he  judged  proper  to 
retire,  and  very  probably  did  not  imagine  he  (hould  be 
employed  again ;  but  upon  the  firfl  news  of  the  return  of 
admiral  Montague  with  his  fleet  from  the  Baltic,  the  par- 
liament refolvcd  to  have  it  put  into  the  hands  of  one  in 
whom  they  could  confide ;  and,  therefore,  fent  for  Mr. 
Law/on y  declared  htm  vice-admiral,  gave  him  the  coii^- 
mand  of  a  few  frigates,  and  ordered  him  to  take  the 
charge  of  the  whole  fleet  on  its  arrival '.  In  his  privacy, 
be  had  converfed  with  fome  underflanding  cavaliers,  and 
came  to  have  a  true  notion  of  the  folly  of  (hifting  from 

one 


'  The  reader  may  find  this  matter  largely  and  clearly  explained 
in  a  treatife  entitled.  *•  The  world  mtftaken  in  CromvveH,"i  which  is 
re  printed  in  the  firfl  volume  of  State- tra£ts  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
II,  *  Amongft  Thurloe's  State-papers,  vol.  vi.  p.  184. 

there  is  a  very  large  difcourfe  on  ^bis  matter,  which  feems  to  have\ 
teen  a  report  made  to  the  lioufe  of  commons.  This  is  wrong  re- 
ferred to  in  the  index,  where  vice-admiral  Lawfon  is  fiid  to  be 
one  of  the  fifth  monarchy  men  j  whereas  from  that  very  paper  it 
appears,  that  he  was  one  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  difcon. 
tented  oncers  in  the  army,  to  confer  with  thefe  fifth  monarchy' 
rtien  J  amongft  whom  was  Venner,  who  afterwards  made  ade- 
fperate  attempt  againft  king  Charles  If.  ^^  Whitlock'a 

Memorials,  p.  690.  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  p  ^()(>, '  *    '  \^ 
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pne  form  of  government  to  another,  and  the  great  crime 
pf  fubverting  the  conditution  of  one's  country,  to  which 
an  abfolute  obedience  is  due.    As  foon,  therefore,  as  he 
)ieard  of  general  MonJk*3  march  into  EnglanJ,  he  refolved 
to  co-operate  with  him  »  and  knowing  that  nothing  could 
be  done,  but  by  the  medium  of  a  parliament,  he  got  the 
fleet  to  declare  roundly  upon  that  head  ;  for  which  he  re- 
f:eived  their  folemn  thanks ".     When  Monk  came  to  Lou- 
don,  and  many    people  doubted  what  courfe  he  would 
take,  admiral  Law/on  faid  to  general  Ludlow,  That  fmce 
the\vi\\&  and  the  priell  had  pajfed  hy  without  helping  them, 
he  hoped  they  had  now  found  a  Samaritan  who  would  ^. 
This  Ludlow  underftood  in  bis  own  fenfe ;  but  it  was  cer- 
^inly  meant  in  another.    The  lieutenant-general  himfelf 
underftood  this  afterwards  \  for  he  tells  us,  that  when  Mr. 
Willia^m  Prynne,  out  of  his  great  loyalty  to  the  houfe  of 
Stuarty  had  given  the  clerk,  without  order  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  a  c  lufe  for  excepting  out  of  the  bill  of  in- 
demnity, fuch  as  had  taken  the  oath  for  abjuring  that  fa- 
mily, in  the  council  of  flate;  he  wasfeverely  reprimand- 
ed by  do6tor  Clarges,  brother  to  general  Moni,  becaufe  he 
forefaw  that  this  would  afie6t  admiral  Law/on,  to  whom 
the  general  was  previoufly  engaged  ''.    Indeed,  as  to  the 
vice-admiral,  he  came  very  early,  and  very  heartily  into 
the  reftauration,  fo  that  when  the  earl  of  Sandwich  ac- 
knowledged his  fer vices  in  this  refpeft  to  the  king  in  HoU 
landy  he  was  much  carelled,   received  the  honour  of 
knighthood,  and  was  always  looked  upon  as  a  man  fincere- 
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\y  attached  to  the  crown }  which  was  confirmed  by  all 
his  fucceeding  aftions  y. 

Immediately  after  the  reft.iuration,  he  was  fcnt  as 
irice-admiral  to  the  earl  of  Sandwith^  when  he  went  to 
fetch  queen  Cathmne  from  Portugal^  and  was  afterwards 
employed  in  the  Mtdittrrantan  againft  the  Algirims^  to 
whom  he  did  conHerabie  damage,  and  fo  efTeiflually 
blocked  up  their  port,  that  they  were  not  able  to  fend  any 
of  their  cruizers  abroad.  More  he  might,  and  certainly 
would,  have  done,  if  he  had  not  been  difappointed  in  his 
expeftation  from  ii  Ruyter  j  who,  with  his  l>uuh  fqua- 
dron,  was  fcnt  on  the  fame  errand  ».  Thcfe  admirals  dif- 
fered about  a  faluf^,  which  dt  Ruyter  paid  Lawfen^  and 
hawfon  refufed  to  return,  as  being  bound  up  by  his  inltru* 
£tions :  after  this,  tliere  was  no  harmony  between  them ; 
the  Dutch  admiral  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  ()uittin^ 
this  fervice,  and  flipping  away  to  Guima^  which  was  high- 
ly refented  by  king  Charles^  iind  alledged  as  one  of  the 
caufes  of  the  Dutih  war.  That  we  may  not  fuppofe  fir 
John  LawjoH*s  refufing  to  falute  de  Ruyfir,  proceeded  ei- 
ther from  pride  in  him,  or  from  a  captious  difpofition  in 
thofe  who  drew  his  inftru^lions,  it  will  be  proper  to  fet  this 
matter  in  a  true  light.  The  Dutch,  to  prevent  their  fa- 
luting  EngHJh  (hips  in  their  own  feas,  from  paifing  for 
an  acknowledgment  of  our  fovereignty  in  thofe  feas,  af- 
fected to  pay  them  that  refpeA  where'  ^r  they  met  with 
them,  that  fo  it  might  appear  to  be  a  compliment  to  an 
•lly,  and  not  a  fubroilfion  to  a  fuperior.  The  court  of 
England  very  well  underilood  this,  and  therefore  at  his 

departure 
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departure  from  the  earl  of  SandwUb^t  fleet,  fir  John  had 
orders  not  to  Or  ike  to  the  (hips  of  any  prince  or  (late 
whatever.  Soon  after  this  accident,  he  received  inftruc- 
tions  to  return  home,  and  to  leave  the  command  of  his 
fquadron  to  captain  (afterwards  fir  Thmas)  AlUn^  who 
was  appointed  to  fioi(h  the  war  he  had  begun  againft  the 
Jlgirints  •. 

On  his  arrival  in  England^  he  found  the  Duuh  war 
broke  out,  and  that  the  king  had  fent  for  him  in  order 
to  (erve  under  his  brother,  as  rear-admiral  of  the  rid»  Sir 
Jthn  was  very  grateful  for  this  honour  \  but  at  the  (ztm 
time  told  his  majefty,  that  he  ^uld  (hew  him  a  more 
compendious  way  of  bringing  the  Dutch  to  reafon,  than 
by  fitting  out  great  fleets.  He  obierved,  that  in  the  laft 
Dutch  war,  they  were  more  difbeiTed  by  the  captures  he 
made  after  the  Lail  great  battle,  than  they  had  been  by  all 
the  operations  of  the  war^  and  he  added  further,  that 
the  reafon  of  this  was  not  hard  to  find,  t/iar.  That  they 
were  able,  as  a  fltte,  to  fit  out  great  fleets  in  lefs  time, 
and  at  much  lefs  expence,  than  it  was  pofTible,  or  ever 
would  be  for  his  majefty  to  do ;  and  their  fubjcdts  willing- 
ly contributed  to  this,  bccaufe  Uiey  faw  the  neceflity,  and 
were  feniible  c<  the  good  efle^s  of  it.  But  if  numbers  of 
their  merchant-(hips  were  taken,  if  their  coninierce  was 
rendered  precarious,  and  many  of  their  traders  became 
beggars}  for  this  they  had  no  remedy,  and  that  therefor^ 
this  was  their  tender  part  in  which  they  might  be  hurt» 
And  in  which,  if  they  were  hurt,  they  mufl  make  a 
))eace  on  fuch  terms,  as  his  majefty  (hould  think  fit  to  pre* 

fcribe. 
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fcribe.  This  advice  was  rejefled  at  that  time,  becaufe  his 
royal  highnefs  was  refolved  to  go  to  Tea,  and  it  was  not 
thought  to  be  conltftent  with  his  honour  to  ftand  on  the 
defenfive,  and  avoid  fighting  the  Dutch  fleet.  But  after 
fir  John  Lavjfin  was  dead,  and  the  expence  of  the  war 
made  it  burthenfome  to  the  king,  he  began  to  reflcft  on 
the  council  he  had  given  him,  and  refolved  to  purfue  it. 
But  wanting  proper  directions  in  the  execution  of  this 
fcheme,  ?nd,  to  fpeak  the  truth  plainly,  having  many  dif- 
honefl:  fervants,  who  pretend-d  to  have  their  (hips  well 
manned,  when  they  had  fcarcc  failors  enough  to  manage 
jhem  *» ;  (for  fo  the  thing  appeared  on  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry) this  defign,  as  we  have  fcen  elfewhere,  mifcarried ; 
and  yet  this  mifcarriage  remains  a  ftain  on  the  memory  of 
fir  John  Lawfen,  in  the  judgment  of  fome  writers  S  But 
to  return  from  thefe  reflexions  to  our  hiftory. 

On  the  21ft  of  ^pril^  1655,  the  duke  of  Yhrk  failed 
with  a  grand  fleet  to  the  coaft  of  Holland^  himfelf  carry- 
ing the  redR^ig,  prince  Rupert  the  white,  and  the  earl  of 
Sandwich  the  blue.  His  royal  highnefs's  vice  and  rear  ad- 
mirals were  Penn  and  Law/on,  who  both  performed  all 
,  that  could  be  expected  from  them.  Towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  engagement,  which  happened  off  Ltoftoff^  on 
the  m^orable  third  of  June^  that  day  twelve  years,  in 
which  they  had  been  beat  by  Moni  \  Lawfiny  after  he 
had  exceeded  all  that  he  had  done  before,  was,  by  a  muf- 

ket- 


^  Ste  the  hillory  and  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
printed  for  Chandler,  in  which  there  is  a  refolution  of  the  houfq 
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Icct-ihot  in  his  knee,  difablcd  from  enjoying  that  vi£lor]r 
which  he  had  laboured  fo  hard  to  gain.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, die  till  fome  days  after,  when  he  had  the  fatisfadlion 
of  knowing,  that  his  country  triumphed,  and  that,  as  h^ 
had  lived,  fo  he  died  with  glory.  This  was  the  end  of 
fir  John  Lowfony  a  man  who  owed  all  things  to  his  me- 
rit, and  who,  after  doing  fo  many  and  great  fervices  to 
this  nation,  wants,  for  any  thing  I  can  learn  a  tomb. 
The  particulars  I  have  given  the  reader,  are  colleOed 
from  various  writers,  who  ail  agree  in  this,  that  he  was 
an  able,  brave,  honeft  man  **.  Sir  Philip  Warwick  fays, 
that  he  was  highly  loyal  *,  and  another  eminent  author, 
that  he  was  the  moil  experienced  feaman  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived,  excepting  only  one  of  whom  we  (hall 
pr^fently  fpeak '.  .* 

Sir  John  Kempthorney  was  defcended  from  a  good  family 
in  Devonjhiriy  and  was  born  in  the  parilh  of  Widfcombey 
in  that  county,  in  the  year  1620.  His  father  being  a 
rdyalift,  and  in  low  circumftances,  was  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  binding  him  apprentice  to  the  captain  of  a  trad- 
ing veflcl,  belonging  to  top/ham^  with  whom  he  lived  very 
happily  for  fome  years,  and  being  a  young  man  of  good 
natural  abilities,  he  attained  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
knowledge,  in  his  profeffion,  by  which,  and  by  the  fa- 
vour of  his  mafter,  he  grew  into  great  credit  with  the 
moil  eminent  traders  in  Effeter^  in  whofs  fervice  he  made 
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various  voyigcs  into  the  MiditirraneBni  with  great  profit 
to  them,  and  no  fmall  reputation  to  hiiTifelf  *.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  our  wars  with  Sptitiy  he  dtftinguiihed  himfelf, 
hf  a  very  extraordinary  action.  He  was  attacked  by  a 
brge  Spaniflf  man  of  war,  commanded  ^y  a  knight  of 
Maba ;  and  though  the  odds  was  very  great,  yet  captam 
KifffpthoTfU  defended  himfelf  gallantly,  till  t^U  is  ammu- 
nition was  fpent ;  and  then  remembring  that  he  had  fe* 
veral  large  bogs  of  pieces  of  eight  on  board,  he  thought 
liiey  might  better  ferve  to  annoy,  i:han  enrich  the  enemy; 
and  therefore  ordered  his  men  to  load  tbehr  guntf  with  fil- 
vcr,  which  did  fuch  execution  ot^  the  Spaniards  tigging, 
that  if  his  own  ftap  had  hot  been  di&bled  by  an  unlucky 
ihot,  he  had  in  all  probability  got  dear.  At  lall',  how- 
ever, over-powered  by  numbers,  he  was  boarded,  takeSD, 
and  carried  into  Malaga, 

Th£  knight  to  whom  he  was  prifbner,  treated  him 
with  the  utmofl  kiiKlnefs  and  civility,  carried  him  home 
to  his  houfe,  gave  him  the  free  ufe  of  it,  fpoke 
of  him  with  much  reipe6t,  commended  hia  valour 
to  every  body,  and  declared,  that  he  never  knew  a  man 
who  deferved  higher  preferment;  and  after  a  (hort  ftay 
in  this  manner,  which  I  can  fcarce  call  a  confinement,  he 
ient  him  ^.fe  home  to  England.  It  is  a  great  misfortune, 
that  one  i^  obliged  to  relate  fuch  a  pailage  as  this,  without 
the  proper  circumllances  of  names  and  dates ;  but  when 
thefe  have  been  flighted  by  fuch  as  firK  committed  the  h€i 
to  writing,  they  are  not  afterwards  eafily  recovered.  How-  ^ 
ever,  therecan  be  no  doubt  made  a»>  to- the  truth- of  the  ref- 
lation, fince  upon  the  credit  of  this  a£lioD,  capuin  Ktrnp* 

tbtrnt 


i  PriQG«*8  worth/u  of  Devoa.  p.  437. 


t     . 


5/r  JOHN  KEMPTHORNE.    431 

tbornt  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fubfequent  fortunes.  Hav- 
ing premifed  this,  we  may  proceed  to  the  fecond  port  of 
this  adventure.  Some  years  after,  the  fame  knight  of  i/o/- 
ta  was  taken  in  the  Streigbts^  by  comiqodore  Vtn^  and 
brought  prifoner  ipto  Sn^land,  where  he  was  committed 
to  the  Tcwgr,  This  afforded  the  cs^ptaio  an  opportunity 
of  returning  all  the  civilUies  he  h^  received,  and  of  pro- 
curing his  liberty,  which  he  did,  at  his  own  expence,  and 
fiirnifl^ed  hiqi  with  every  thing  neceflary  to  return  tv» 
Spain:  An  action  generous  and  grateful  in  itfdf,  and 
Aifhich  could  noi  fail  of  doing  our  £xr^/^  commander 
^«at  honour  ^  t  > 

After  the  reftauratios,  captain  J&m^i^M  Iiad  fome 
merit  to  plead ;  his  father  having  quitted  the  profelfion  of 
|he  law,  to  ferve  as  a  lieutenant  of  horfe  in  the  king's 
army,  which  honeii:  and  loyal  a£l  proved  his  ruin.  Whe- 
ther this,  or  any  perfonal  interest  which  his  fon  might  have, 
bi^pught  him  into  the  n^jiry,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay ;  but  foon 
9fier  the  king's  return,  he  was  provided  with  a  ihip,  viz» 
tile  M^ry  Rof*^  a  third  rate,  carrying  forty-eight  guns, 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty  men.    In  this  (hip  he  went  as 
convoy  to  a  confiderable  fleet  of  merchant-men  into  the 
StreigbtSj  and  in  the  month  of  Duembtr  1669,  met  with 
a  fquadron  of  feven  Jlggrine  men  of  war ;  and  yet  by  his 
prudence  and  courage,  he  preferved  all  the  veflels  under 
his  care,  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  (beer  off,  after  leaving 
behind  them  feveral  of  their  men,  who  had  boarded  the 
JA(try  Rofii  and  were  brought  by  captain  Kimpthwn*  into 
Mnglani'\    This  gallant  a^ion,  juilly  entitled  htm  to  a 

flag 
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flag  J  ahd  ^et  it  was  fome  years  afterwards  out-done,  witH 
great  fatisfadlion  to  the  captain.  For  his  fon,  a  young 
gentleman  of  three  and  twenty,  in  the  King's  Fijbtr^  a 
frigate  of  forty-fix  guns,  and  220  meni  engaged  feveii 
Jllgirineiy  three  of  which  carried  as  many  guns  as  th^ 
whole  fquadron  that  his  father  had  to  deal  with  3  and  aftei* 
many  hours  fightj  in  which  he  was  feveral  tiqies  boarded, 
made  them  weary  of  their  undertaking,  and  carried  the 
king's  (hip  fafe  into  a  Spanijh  port,  where  himfelf  diM  of 
his  wounds  ^, 

"-  As  for  our  hero,  he  was  iri  both  thr  Dutch  wars,  and 
behaved  fo  well,  that  upon  the  duke  of  Jlbemarl^s  takicg 
the  command  of  the  fleet  in  1666,  he  carried  one  of  the 
flags,  and  in  the  fucceedihg  war  he  ferved  as  rear-admiraf, 
and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood  *.  He  fpent  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  in  a  poft  both  of  profit  and  reputation,  viz. 
Commillioner  of  his  majefty's  navy  2tX  Port/mouth :  and 
yet  it  is  faid,  that  he  was  diiguflxd  :as  is  frequently  the 
cafe)  at  his  being  thu3  laid  afide,  and  precluded,  as  he  un- 
derftood  it,  from  any  farther  promotion  which  his  merit 
might  have  entitled  him  to  in  the  navy.  We  have  n6 
account  of  the  motives  which  might  induce  the  court"  to 
flight  a  man  of  fir  John  Kempthorne's  merit  j  only  we  arc 
told,  that  he  was  a  very  zealous  proteftant,  and  having 
been  chiefly  raifed  by  the  favour  of  prince  Rupert^  it  is 
probable  his  interelt  declined  with  that  of  his  highnefs. 
However  it  was,  it  has  been  iranfmitted  to  pofterify,  that 
his  fharp  fenfe  of  his  difappointments  fhortened  his  days  : 
and  thus  a  man  who  had  with  fuch  courage  ventured  Ym 
Ilk  for  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  had  done  fuch  fig- 
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sal  iervice  to  the  nation^  was  facrificed  to  feme  pitiful 
court- iotrigiie,  and  left  to  wear  away  his  life  in  a  little  em- 
ployment, which  would  have  bc?n  efteemed  a  high  pro- 
motion by  a  perfon  of  anc'her  temper^  and  whp  had  lel^ 
palTion  for  glory  than  this  worthy  gentleman,  who  ended 
his  days  on  the  i^'**  of  0/fotfr  1679,  when  he  wanted  ^ 
year  of  threefcore.  His  body  lies  interred  on  the  north 
iideof  the  altar  in  the  great  phurch  9XPortfmmth^  and  I 
iiave  heard  that  fome  of  his  pofterity  are  yet  remaining  in 
V.evoT^in^,  Thb  fir  Jchn  Kempthortif  had  an  elder  bro- 
ther, captain  Simfin  Kmpthornf^  whp  alfo  diftinguilhed 
iiimfelf  at  Tea,  but  of  whofe  actions  I  can  fay  nothing  par- 
jticular  :  I  (haU  therefore  content  Ji^yfelf  wijCh  having  thus 
endeavoured  to  pxeferye  his  name. 

The  care  taken  hy  the  Dutch  to  preferve  the  memo- 
lies  of  thofe  who  have  eminently  ferved  the  lUte«  by  burying 
them  at  .the  public  expencei  .eredUrg  for  them  magnid- 
•cea£  tombs*  adorning  thefe  with  honourable  infcrjptious, 
fettling  penfions  on  their  faoiily^  and  by  fuch  a£ls  of  gra- 
titude, obliging  all  hiftorian^  as  well  as  putting  it  into  their 
power  to  relate  whatever  concerns  fuch  perfons  carefully 
and  diitindlly,  can  never  be  enough  commended.  It  1^  in* 
xieed  one  of  the  greateft  inllances  of  the  wifdom  of  .their 
-gcyernoient,  iinoeit  fupportr.and  encourages  puhjic  fpitit»  ■ 
maintains  the  power,  and  fecures  the  reputation  of  the  re- 
public, which  are  things  of  theisighell  coniequence  to  fo- 
ciety,  and  the  fource  x>f  that  liberty  and  happinels  by 
which  they,^  fo  gloriouily  diftinguilhed  from  their  neigh- 
bours. Nappy  XoA  Jt  been  for  us,  if  a  Ulie  fpirit  had  pre^ 
■vailed  here!  I  fliould  not  then  have  t>ecD  obliged  tolipolo- 
Vol.  II.  F  f  gi?e 


w% 


%m\ 


I 


f  frincc>  Worthies  of  De?pq.  p.  439- 


434  MEMOIRS^        '  -:"- 

giee  fo  often  for  omiflibns,  which  I  find  it  irapoffible  to 
"Aippty;  ribr  would  thete  have  been  oGeafum'for  this  re- 
mar  k«  toexcufie  the  Aortnefs  of  thofe  acooiii>tB  which  I 
am  yet  «>  give,  of  Umit  of  the  groateft  feamtn  Itrfaoiltycd 
in  this  reign,  and  wtoo  by  their  gallant  t^baylcpr,  jo&iy 
merii  the  praile  of  Aiccetedfng  timds. 
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^  Sir  George  j^yjiue,  as  an  old  olBtier  dn  the  Jiory,  ^(krita 
treated  with  mubh  Kf)9e^  by  the  parlimneiit,  wliich  bound 
him  effectually  to  their  ftrvicej  ib  that  When  thelljBat  rt- 
volted  to  prince  i3iK>^/  in  164^  fir  Geefg*^  ^ivho  oorti- 
•manded  the  Lm,  brought  her  into  Ihe  river  of  fharnvs^ 
'and  declared  for  the  .parliament ;  Which  was  ki  iifelf  la 
very  important  fervice,  and  was  acfenowtedged  toise  iiidi 
at  that  time".  Upon  tbis  teftimony  of  his fidettty,  the 
parliament  gave  hrm  a  command  in  thofe  fhips  ^ch'weft 
fent  over  to  the  coaft  of  HoVand^  to  obfervie  the  fnotioils 
of  the  prince  oi  Wales'*,  In  MdrSh  1(^4^,  be  ^misacon- 
fiituted  admiral  of  the  Imfl^  fees,  and  in  that  «Sce  did 
^reat  .fervice  to  tihe  proteftant  intereft,  furnSM  £iubliin 
with  provifiom,  and  contribdted  g^eatly  to  the  ireduftion 
of  the  ^  hole  iiland;  whidh  induced  the  parliament,  as  a 
malic  of  their  favour,  to  make  an  imotediate  provilion  fyt 
tiis  arrears,  and  continue  him  for  another  year  in  his  com- 
mand p. 

■  When  the  war  began  to  decline  in  Irektid^  and  the 
parliament  had  leifure  to  think  of  ^recovering  fibces  at  a 
greater  diftance,  iKr  6«»'ge  Jyfiue  tt^vtA  orders  .to  ^I 
with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  teduce  the  iflsnd  of  Barkadees.; 


n  Whitlock*s  Memorials,  p.  317. 
tion  of  Baker's  chronicle,   p.  740. 
Whitlock*s  Memorials,  p.  279. 


•  Phillips's  continaa- 
Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  ly6. 
P  Ibid.  p.  381. 
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|uit  before  be  was  in  any  reac^inefs  to  fail,  his  orders  werp 
countermanded.  The  reafon  of  this  was,  the  parliament 
had  in^nnatioh^  that  \^  Dutth  were  treating  with  fur 
Jtbtt  GriinvilUy  in  order  to  l\ave  the  iiles  of  Scilly  put 
fn^  th/eir  l^ncjs  ^  and^  th^cfore  it  was  thought  neceflary 
^9  r^^uce  thefib  iilands  firft.  Blah  and  ^yfctu  were  em- 
jp^oyed  in  this  expedition,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1651, 
^d  perfornjied  it  with  hoqour  and  fuccefs.  They  had  i>ut 
a  finsyil  hoAy  of  trqops  on  boa^d,  and  fir  John  GnenvilU 
had  a  confidera|>le  force  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary^  com- 
fliand^  by  fome  of  the  belt  officers  in  the  late  king's 
^my  ;  fo  that  ii  tbjngs  had  been  decided  by  the  fword, 
the  difpute  muft  have  been  both  bloody  and  doubt- 
ful. ^  Sir  John  eafily  perceived  that  thjs  muft  end  fatally. 
In  r^fpe^  to  him,  and  the  re^iains  of  the  king's  forces 
under  bis,coni^and ;  and  therefore  entered  jinto  a  treaty 
.with  general  Bkke  and  admiral  Ayfcuf^  who  ufed  him  very 
^pnpur^bly,  :^ld  gave  hi^  fair  conditions :  after  which 
^ke  fjfturn^d  \o  England^  and  Ayfcui  prepared  for  his 
^f^y^e^o  Barbad^fs^  The  parliament  when  tl^^y  fkft  heard 
4^f  i\\^c  r^du^ivn  of  Sdlty^  were  extremely  well  pleafed, 
^  i(>deed  Ihey  vh^d  r^on^  Jjnce  privateers  from  thence 
^  fo  much  .nvifchief,  that  ifrarce  any  trade  could  be  car- 
ried on  with  tole^jbib  fecwty.  put  wh?n  the  cqnditions 
Wfcre  known,  fopie  grje^tmenchi^ng^d  their  opinions,  and 
i;{|l!e  J?^4#  IP  ,Uji^c}^an4»  ,tb^t  J^e  and  his  colleague  ha4 
ten  tQQiorw^iff9:^t^^  w^^p^btful  whether  the  par- 
Ininent  >wpuJ^  mfy  tbisi^fc^meirt.    B/ah  faid,  that  jf 

«h«y  had/fiiwn.#  J#»^'*^W/'^ig°9^<»^»^o"'»  ^^^Y 
.idi  ■  f  {  2  hai 
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1  Clare^pn^s  kll^ory,  p.  636.  I^etuii's  chrpnicle,  p.  30$   ga,te*s 
Jkiftory  of  the  trouble^  $k. 
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had  done  it  'with  good  reafon ;  that  in  the  firft  place  it 
faved  the  effufion  of  Englijh  blood ;  and  next,  that  there 
was  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  Dutch  ihips  at  no  great  diltance, 
the  commander  of  which  had  offered  fir  John  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  put  thefe  iflands  into  his  hands;  that 
if  the  parliament  did  not  approve  of  his  condu£t,  he  ihould 
be  forry  for  ir,  and  would  take  care  to  prevent  a  miftake 
of  that  fort  for  the  future,  by  laying  down  his  commif- 
fion,  as  he  was  confident  fir  George  Ay  fine  would  likewife 
do'.  Upon  this  there  was  no  more  faid  of  the  articles, 
which  were  honourably  complied  with,  and  fir  George 
received  orders  to  fail  immediately  to  the  WtJI-lndies  j  which 
he  obeyed.  .    .  .-»    u»!) 

JIe  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  26*''  of  OSfober  1651, 
and  became  quickly  fe^fible  of  the  difficulty  of  that  eh- 
lerprize.  His  own  force  was  very  inconfidcrablc  in  com* 
parifon  of  that  of  the  ifland ;  the  governor  was  a  man  of 
quality,  good  fenfe,  and  well  beloved,  and  h^d  aflembled 
a  body  of  near  five  thoufand  men  to  opppfe  him  *.  In 
fpight  of  all  thefe  difficulties  he  was  determined  to  do  his 
utmoft  to  reduce  the  place,  and  how  well  he  fucceeded, 
the  reader  may  learn  from  the  following  fucctn£t  relation 
of  general  Ludlow,  **  Sir  George  opened  a  paflage  into 
«*  the  harbour,  by  firing  fome  great  (hot,  and  then  feized 
**  upon  twelve  of  their  fliips  without  oppofition.  The 
«»  next  day  he  fent  a  f*  mtnonsto  the  lord  ff^ilhughby ^XofMh^ 
*<  mit  to  the  authority  of  the  parliament  of  England ',  but 
«  he  not  acknowledging  any  fuch  power,  declared  his  r»- 
<<  folution  to  keep  theiiland  for  the  king's  fervice.  Bilt 
^  *«  the 


'  Jljan((iown*8  profe  works,  «ol.  ii.  p.  256,  257.  •  Heath's 

ctironicle,  p  323.    Columna  Roilrata,  p.  98.    3riti(h  empire  if 
Aireriea,  vol.ii.  p.  18.  '*;' 
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*<  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  Scots  and  their  king  at 
*•  Wtrciftir  being  brouf^ht  to  fir  George  Ay/cue,  logtiher 
with  an  intercepted  letter  from  the  lady  IVilloughby  con- 
taining the  fame  account ;  he  fummoned  him  a  fscond 
time,  and  accompanied  his  fummons  with  the  lady's 
letter  to  aflure  him  of  the  truth  of  that  report.  But 
**  the  lord  WiUoughby  relying  upon  his  numbers,  and  the 
•*  fewnefs  of  thofe  that  were  fent  to  reduce  him,  being 
'*  in  all  but  fifteen  fail,  returned  an  anfwer  of  the  like 
**  fubftance  with  the  former.  Whereupon  fir  George  Ayf 
**  cue  fent  two  hundred  men  on  fhore,  commanded  by 
**  captain  Morricey  to  attack  a  quarter  of  the  enemies  that 
**  lay  by  the  harbour,  which  they  execuiea  fuccefsfully 
*<  by  taking  the  fort,  and  about  forty  prifoners,  with  four 
**  pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  nailed  up,  and  returned 
**  on  board  af;ain. 

*•  At  this  time  the  Vtrgina-Reet  arriving  at  Barbadoes^ 
"  it  was  thought  fit  to  fend  a  third  fummons  to  the  lord 
*<  H^Rmghby ;  but  finding  that  neither  this,  nor  the  de- 
**  claration  fent  to  them  by  the  commilfioners  of  parlia- 
**  ment  to  the  fame  purpofe,  produced  any  effedl,   fir  ^ 
"  George  Jyfcue  landed  feven  hundred  men  from  his  own 
•*  and  the  yirginia'Rett,  giving  the  command  of  them  to 
**  the  fame  captain  Mtrricey  who  fell  upon  1300  of  the 
**  enemy's  foot,  and  three  troops  of  their  horfe,  and  beat 
**  them  from  their  works,  killing  many  of  their  men, 
*<  and  taking  about  one  hundred  prifoners,  with  all  their 
<*  guns.    The  lofles  on  our  fide  was  inconfiderable,  few 
**  of  ours  being  kOled  upon  the  place,   and  not  above 
**  thirty  wounded.    Yet  thefe  fucceffes  were  not  fufiicient 
**  to  accomplifli  the  work,  there  being  above  five  thou- 
**  fand  horfe  and  foot  in  the  illand,  and  our  Firginia'Q.ect 
"  preparing  to  depart  for  want  of  provifions. 
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«<  In  this  cdtijun^oh,  toldttl  Middffbri^  i/^  a^ 
"  manddd  a  regiment  in  the  ifltmd,  by  the  ttttxiti  of  a 
"  friend  that  he  had  in  out*  flcfcty  Made  hift  UHnni  ahd  de- 
*«  dared  for  the  parliameJnt.    Mstny  of  Ms  friwd*  fdUb^'* 
**  ing  his  example,  did  the  like,  amd  in  cdivjundtion  ^hfi' 
**  him,  encamped  under  the  pfoiddtion  of  our  ffect.    Up- 
<*  on  this,  the  moft  part  of  the  ifland  werd  iftefib«d[  td 
•'  join  US}  but  the  lord  pyiHmghby  prevented  thttW^-  by* 
*•  placing  guards  on  all  the  avenues  to  oUr  t^xivpt  artd  dc- 
**  iigned   to  charge  our  ihen   with  hi»  body  of  horfej 
«'  wherein  he  was  much  fupcrior  to  them,  had  not  a  ianh 
'<  non-ball,  that  was  fired  at  random,  bieat  optn  the  dooir 
**  of  a  room  where  he  and  hi»  council  of  war  iff  tit  fit- 
**  ting ;  which  taking  off  the  he«d  of  the  centinel  who 
*'  was  placed  at  the  door^  fo  alarmed  them  all,  that  he 
*<  changed  his  defign,  and  retreated  to  a  place  tWo  Mln 
*•  xliltant  from  the  harbour.    Gur  party  confiftfng  61  two 
**  thoufartd  foot  and  bhe  hundred  hdrft  adtraikihg  towM-dt 
<'  bim,  he  defired  to  treat }  which  being  accepted,  tcdo- 
<<  hel  Muddifordi  colonel  Osttyfon^  Mr.  SiHrl  a>nd  dipim 
*\  Packy  ^&tz^pomMeAcomMfktmtiihy  ^ Qtorge Jfyfcuii 
•«  and  by  the  lord  mUoughfy^  fir  kUhard  Pieret^  Mr. 
«*  Charlti  Pym^  colonel  ElRs,   ahd  msijclr  Byhdin.    By 
<*  thefc  it  was  concluded,  that  the  Hliarids  of  Nivis^  Mtt" 
«  gua^  and  St.  CbrtJlophir\  fliould  be  furrendtfred  16  the 
"  parliament  of  England:  That  the  lord  MUnughhyy  co- 
**  lonel  P^alrond,  and  fome  others,  (hould  be  reftored  to 
*<  their  eftates ;  and  that  the  lAhabit^nts  of  the  fiid  ilfles 
**  {hbuFd  be  ihaintained  in  the  qUfet  enjoyment  of  wliat 
«  they  poffefled,  on  conditioh  to  dd  ndthing  ib  the  pre- 
*«  Judiee  of  the  common wcilth.    This  iiews  being  brought 
«  to  Vt^giniiiy  they  fubmitted  a¥o,  tirhere  one  Wt,  ^eorgt 
'^  ludUw,  a  rehtion  of  mine>  tel-Ved  the  parHao^nt  in 

the 
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tbe  like  mtntier,  u  *colonel  Muddifird  had  dr/n^  at 
**  BarbodMiK'* 

Sir  Gt&tgt  J)^i  rttumti  to  Pfymmh  on  the  a5">  of 
JMiirjr  1652,  with  great  reputation  \    The  Dutch  war  was 
now  very  warm,  and  fir  G/M^r  was  forced  to  taj^e  a  (bare 
thepeia,  tbongh  his  (hips  were  extremely  foul  with  fo  long 
a  voyage,  and  in  a  manner  unfit  for  lervice.    Yet  when 
gffieral  Blakt  failed  to  the  north,  he  performed  inqredible 
things }   for  in  July  he  took  five  Butch  merchant*men, 
«nd  aftcrwaids  attacked  a  fleet  of  forty  /^ij,   under  the 
Cof)voy«f  four  men  of  war,  took  feven,  burnt  three,  and 
fDvced  the  reft  **  on  the  Firench  (horc.    On  the  i6<o  of 
J^mfi  1569^,  the  Dutch  attempted  to  furprize  fir  George 
with  a  great  fleet,  who  was  juft  then  returned  from  con- 
voying a  rich  fleet  of  Eaft^lndia  ihips  into  Plymouth. 
Though  he  was  much  inferior  in  ftrength,  be  fought  not- 
withftanding  j  and  at  laft,  yet  with  a  confiderable  lofs,  he 
forced  them  to  retired     After  this  he  adted  vigoroufly  a« 
gainft  the  enemy,  and  though  his  fervices  were  not  very 
well  received  by  the  parliament,  yet  both  the  feamen  and  * 
the  people  agreed  that  he  had  a^ed  like  a  hero,  of  which 
we  have  a  Ifarong  teftimony  In  Lilfy\  almanack,  which 
was  a  kind  of  oracle  io  thofe  days  *. 

Ff4  Iw 
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'  Ludlo\v*s  memoirs,  Uz.  vol.  p.  387. 

»  In  Lilly's  aftrological  piediftons  for  1653,  we  h-'vc  this  ac- 
count of  what  pafled  in  the  procetding  year.  "  May  25,  fir 
**  George  Ayfcue  knight,  returacd  fate  from  the  wellern  illantfs 
'*  to  Plymouth,  to  the  gieat  joy  of  the  people,  having  reduced 
**  all  the  weftern  ifli's,  and  taken  from  the  Dutch  above  forty 
"  fail  of  fliips."  Whitlock's  memorials,  p.  534.  Heath^i;  chroni- 
de,  &c.  *  Whitlock's  memofials,  p.  539,  540,  541.  "This 
pafligeoccurf  in  his  9bfervations  on  Aaguft  1653,  and  runs  thus. 
**  'Auguft  16.  165  Sy  fir  Ge(Mge  Ayiicue  near  Plymouth  with  four- 

**  teen 
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In  fome  (hort  time  after  this,  the  parliament  thought  fit 
to  conlider.  Sir  Gewrg^i  fervices,  and  to  vote  him  t  re- 
ward of  three  hundred  pounds  a  yeai  in  Ireland^  and  three 
hundred  pounds  in  money  i  but  withal^  they  thought  pro- 
per to  If  y  him  afide,  under  pretence  that  the  honour  of  ths 
nation  was  fome  way  atfe£ted,  by  the  lols  he  had  furred  in 
thfc  late  fight  in  Dover -Road:  but  this  was  a  mere  pre- 
tence {  for  not  only  our  own  hiftorians,  but  the  Duuh 
writers  alfo  agree,  that  never  any  man  behaved  better  than 
he  did  upon  that  occafion :  and  fo  far  was  the  honour  of 
the  nation  from  being  at  all  wounded  by  any  lo&  he  fuf* 
tained,  that  this  very  adlion  was  then^  and  ftill  is,  confi- 
derad  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  the  invincible  cou- 
rage of  the  Engmb  at  fea  ^  Nay,  immediately  before  he 
was  difmiiled  from  his  command,  he  gave  a  moil  extraor- 
dinary proof  of  his  courage;  for  he  protefted  againft  Blakih 
retreat,  after  he  had  been  worfted  in  the  battle  of  the  29th 
oiNevimber^  and  declared,  he  thought  it  more  honourable 
to  perifli  at  fea,  than  to  retire  in  the  fight  of  an  enemy: 
itnd  upon  this  occa/ion,  he.  intimated  a  defign  of  throwing 
up,  which  g9ve  his  enemies  an  opportunity  of  taking  away 
his  commiifion  ^  The  true  grounds  of  the  parliament's 
difpleafure  towards  him>  though  they  did  not  care  to  own 

it. 


"  feen  or  fifteen  fbips  only)  fought  threefcore  fail  of  Dutch  men 
"  of  war,  had  thirty  (hot  in  the  hull  of  his  own  (hip.  Twenty 
*'  merchant  (I  fuppofe  merchant-men  converted  into)  men  of  war, 
'*  never  came  in  to  aHid  him  ;  yst,  he  made  the  Dutch  give  w&y. 
**  Why  our  llate  fhali  pay  thole  (hips  that  fought  not,  we»  of  the 
"  people  know  not.  This  is  he  that  ir  a  gentleman,  lives  like  a 
'*  gentleman,  and  a£ls  the  part  of  a  f^enerous  commander  in  all  his 
••  aftion*.  *• 

y  Heatb*8  chronicle,  p.  323.  Columna  roftr&ta,  p.  loi.  fiate*8 
troubles  in  England,  pt.  ii.  p.  175.  fiafnage  annalei  det  provincea 
unics,  vol.  i  p.  260.    IxCierc,  de  NeuvilTc,  &c.  *  Co- 

lumna roftrata,  p.  no  I. 
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h,  was  the  fair  agreement  he  had  made  with  the  lord  ^A 
kugbby  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  lagenefi  of  thofe  articles  of 
capitulation  which  he  had  granted  him.  They  thought  he 
might  have  been  fufficiently  cautioned  by  the  refentment 
they  had  (hewn  on  the  treaty  he  made  with  Sir  Jebv 
Greenville,  and  were  therefore  the  mor6  deeply  touched 
with  this  fecond  offence  *.  Another  reafon  for  their  inclin- 
ing to  lay  him  down  foftly,  was  his  great  influence  over 
the  feamen,  by  whom  he  was  exceedingly  beloved.  la 
this  tranfadtion^  they  were  too  wife  for  themfelves ;  for 
they  parted  with  a  man  who  was  certainly  firm  to  their 
interellsi  difobliged  the  fea  officers,  who  knew  not  what 
to  think  of  fuch  a  proceeding;  and  loft  the  affedtion  of  the 
Tailors,  as  appeared  very  foon  s^er,  when  general  Cromwell 
turned  them  out  of  doors»  the  whole  fleet  concurring  in 
the  approbation  of  that  meafure ;  which  fhews  how  dan- 
.  gerous  a  thing  it  is  to  facrifice  a  man  of  known  merit  to  fe- 
cret  diftrufls  \ 

Aftxr  this,  the  admiral  led  a  retired  life,  without 
concerning  himfelf  with  public  affairs.  The  grant  he  had 
of  an  eflate  in  Ireland^  induced  him  to  go  over  thither  in 
1 655*  where  he  had  frequent  conferences  with  Henry  Crom" 
well,  who  then  governed  that  kingdom,  and  who  had  fo 
great  an  efleem  for  him,  that  he  wrote  exprefly  to  fecre« 
tary  Thurloe,  to  take  his  advice  about  a  certain  matter  of 
moment,  then  in  agitation,  and  in  any  thing  elfe  which 
lequlred  the  opinion  of  a  very  knowing  and  experienced 
perfon  '.  Yet  it  doth  not  appear  that  he  was  ever  employ- 
ed in  the  protestor's  fer vices  for  I  find  him,  in  1656,  at 

his 


*  Heatli*s  chronicle,  p.  323.  ^  Set  the  pcftfcript  to  Lilly*i 

almanack,  for  1654.      <=  This  letter  is  printed  amongft  Tliurloc*i 
Hate-papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  198. 
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Ais  mt  in  iSmy,  which  is  thus  dtBHtibeA  hy  miflgefc 
<*  The  houfi;  llsmds  dnrironed  with  ponds,  motes,  and  ws- 
<*  tci',  like  a  fhip  at  fea ;  a  ftncjr  rhc  fitter  for  the  mafter's 
"  humour,  ^h^  was  Wmfelf  fo  ^reat  a  fearpan.  '  There, 
^*  he  raid,  he  had  cafl:  ainchof,  and  ifltended  to  fpend  the 
•*  reft  of  his  life  in  private  retlfemclit  *  ".  He  chailgcU 
his  refolution,  however,  fof  which,  if  I  mfftake  not,  (his 
vifit  laid  a  foundation ;  fince  Whiihck  weflt  in  Cofflpttiy 
with  the  Swedijb  amba^ador,  and  Sir  GM-gi  was  after- 
wards prevailed  upofi  to  quit  his  retreat,  fo  go  ovet  to 
Sweden^  where  he  v^as  (o  be  admiral  *. 

This  fcheme  of  fending  him  into  the  north,  was  ot« 
of  the  laft  forAed  by  the  protedor  Olmr.  He  had  al- 
ways kept  a  dofe  corfefpondencfc  tvlih  Charlti  Gufiavui 
king  of  ^wedeti^  from  the  time  that  prince  mounted  the 
throne,  and  drew  thany  advatitaiges  from  this  conjunAiot). 
tte  faw,  therefore,  with  great  i  egret,  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Dutch  in  fettling  the  affairs  of  the  north,  and  their  ftWing 
liis  ally,  the  king  of  ^weden^  by  keeping  a  ftrong  fleet  in 
the  Bahici.  He  had  his  reafoiis  for  avoiding  a  fecofld  w^lr 
with  the  Dutch,  and  yet  he  could  not  think  of  abandoning 
the  Sviedis  ^  At  Ta(F,  therefore,  he  took  a  refolution  of 
fending  a  (lout  iqu'adron,  well-manned,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  George  Ayjcue,  who  was  to  entc:  itito  the  Swidifi 
Service ;  by  which  ftroke  of  policy,  the  proteiftof  thought 
lie  Hiould  avoid  «1I  difputes  with  Holland,  and  yet  do  ^ 

much 


llili 


*  Whttlock's  memorials,  p.  640.  where  there  is  a  long  account 
'  ef  a  ^¥jy  curious  conversation  on  maritime  afFaira,  between  the 
ambaiTa'dor  and  the  admiral.        *  Thurloe-s  ftate-paperit  vol.  iv. 
|>.  t6o.  '  Bafnage  artnales  des  proviocA  qniesi  vol.  i.  p*  54$' 

where  there  is  a  bett«r  account  of  Cromweira  defigns,  thin  I  hivt 
found  in  any  of  our  own  hilloriaos 
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math  Cot  t&6  SmAs  ^thtf  eduia  iit(kc  <;  But  tfi^  ifi|4a^ 
Mn  IklRitg  tod  fotd  ih  i!he  yttkr,  thb  ice  pl^^Mea  ft»  itrrl-^ 
va!  T^C^hs^in:  hewfiVer,  adihiiiil  ^j9d^  eoDtinc^  hit 
jourhfe)^  to*  Swidtn  hf  hnd^  and  wiEi»  ifecd^  whft  gre&t 
idarts  of  fvradi  by  bis  Swtit/h  majeffy,  ^hh  ^hom  h6 
cfttttfOuW  to  tilt  timfe  of  *at  riionaith'sf  death,  i^hich  hap* 
^€  m  m  B^jg^i^hi^  df  the  yei^  i66o> ;  fo  thai  Sif 
(^^^  Ajffeue  had  no  manner  of  concern  in  the  Faft  trou- 

Hi  ittumed  honh6  fboii  2lft6r  the  refbtui^tron,  atid  vrzi 
ri^i^oi-  vHtb  ail  tht  refpeA  due  to  a  man  of  fiis  rank  and^ 
ititHt  When  the  DaUh  war  brok6  out,  in  ^664,  he 
vif€ht  to  fea  as  rear-admiral  of  flM  Slut  fquldroti,  and  beha' 
v€i  ^ith  ffisit  honour  in  the  batde  of  the  ^  of  Juttf,, 
#665  K  On  the  duke  of  7hrk*s  rttvtrn  to  court,  and  the 
«(tt  of  Sandwich's  hoiiling  the^  royal  flag»  SiV  Geotge  Ayfiu^^ 

fervcd 


m  1 


i  Hd'^A  nfueh  £lie  news  of  this  prcjed  alarmed  the  t)anes,  wiQ 
appear  frorn  tfhe  following  tetter  of  their  miaifter  to  iecrctiry 
'1  hurloc,  dated  September  27,  1658,  wben  in  profecution  of  Oli- 
^r'f  d^gn,  Richand  had  rfeiolved  to  fend  Ayfcue  to  Sweden. 

May  it  pleaie  your  lordiKip, 

*'  Talk  has  been  this  many  months,  that  Sir  George  Ayfcue« 
and  teh  dr  twelve  fea-esijMains  were  to  take  fervtce  dnder  the 
king  of  Sweden,  which  I  conid  not  he  induced  to  believe^ 
thinking  the  laid  Ayfcue  would  not  turn  a  mercenary  foldier  of 
another  prince,  whilft  the  war  in  his  own  country  laftcd  ;  if  he 
cddld  not  be  fatisfied  with  that  wealth  and  honour  he  has  got- 
ten and  live  a  retired  and  quiet  life.  But  I  have  been  deceived 
in  my  opinion,  and  find,  that  certainly  he  and  the  Lid  captains 
are  to  depart  in  a  few  days ;  the^  to  command  each  a  man  of 
War,   and  Sir  George  the  whole  Swedifli  fleet.  *'    ThurIoe*8 

fiace-papers,  vol.  yji.  p.  412. 

^  Hiftoire  de  Suede,  par  jpufendorf,  tom.  iti.  p.  30.    Whitlock*^ 

anfemorials,  ^.677,  698.    Burchet*B  naval  hidory,  p.  397.       ^  B- 

chard's  hi^oiy  of  Engiifid,  p.  820- 
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ferVed  as  vice^admiraf  of  the  Rtd,  and  was  very  fortunate 
in  making  prizes  ^.  la  1666,  when  prince  Rupert  and 
the  duke  of  JWemarU  co;innianded.  Sir  Georgi  Ayfiuiy  in 
'the  Royal  Prime^  the  l^rgeft  and  heavieft  ihip  in  the  fleet, 
bore  the  ^^//^  flag,  aj  admiral  of  that  fquadron,  having 
Sir  fyiiliam  Berkley^  for  his  vice-admiral,  and  Sir  John 
Harman  for  his  rear-admiral.  In  the  &mous  battle  on  the 
6rit  of  June^  he  did  remarkable  fervlce,  not  only  ag^inffc 
the  enemy,  but  in  the  prefervation  of  fuch  of  the  Engli/h 

I  ihips  as  were  diiabled  by  their  fuperbr  force.  With  the 
fame  fuccefsful  diligence  he  a£ted  the  two  next  days^  but 
towards  the  evening  of  the  third,  when  prince  RMper$  ap- 
peared with  the  frigates  under  his  command,  and  2  fignal 
was  made  for  the  fieet  to  join.  Sir  George  Jyfiue^s  ihip  un- 
fortunately ran  upon  ll)e  Galleper^  and  could  not  be  got 
pff.  There,  bea''^n  by  the  waves,  furrounded  by  his  ene- 
jnies,  and  unaififted  by  his  friends,  he  was,  as  the  Dutch 
writers  themfelves  confefs,  compelled  by  his  own  feamen 
to  Mkei  upon  which,  xht.Dutih  took  them  on  board, 
and  finding  it  impolfible  to  bring  off*  The  Royal  Prince,  feC 
her  on  fire  '.  This  capture  of  Sir  George  Ayfiue,  gave  the 
«nemy  great  fatisfadtion :  they  carried  him  from  place  to 
place,  by  way  of  triumph,  and  at  lad  (hut  him  up  in  the 

,  caftle  of  Lonvefteln,  where  he  continued  for  fome  months'". 
After  his  return,  he  went  no  more  to  fea,  but  fpeat  the  re- 
mainder of  hts  days  in  quiet. 


Sir 


*  Burchct,  p.  398.  Coluinna  mftrata,  p.  166.  Lediard.  .  '  E- 
chard's  hittory  of  l^^ngland,  p.  830.  iiurchet,  p.  39^,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  this  batiie;  but  takes  i.j  notice  of  the  lots  ot  I'he  Royal 
Prince.     Columna  roftraia,  p.  172.  »  Bafnage,  le  Cierc,  de 

Keuvi!!e.     i>arnage  annales  des  provinces  unir%  vol.  i.  p.  7J6. 
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Sir  Edward Spragge  was  a  gentleman  of  great  abtlitres 
in  the  cabinet,  as  well  as  at  Tea,  and  as  much  dillinguilhed 
by  his  prudence  in  advifmg,  as  by  his  adtjvity  in  executing,  . 
in  which  he  was  fecond  to  none.    We  '^nd  him  a  captain, 
in  the  firft  engagement  with  HitDutthy  after  the  reftau- 
ration,  on  the  3d  of  June  1665,  wherein  he  behaved  with 
great  reputation,  and  fb  far  rccommisnd^d  himfelf  to  the 
favour  of  the  duke  of  Tork^  that  upon  his  majedy's  viiiting 
the  navy,  and  going  onboAtdX^eRcyalChar/eSy  he  receiv> 
ed  the  honour  of  knighthood  «;  which  encouraged  him  to 
€xpofe  himfelf  ftill  more  freely.    He  was  likewife  in  the 
"four  days  battle  in  June  1666.  where  he  was  particularly 
taken  notice  of  by  the  duke  ofA&emarUy  and  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  battle,  wisidi  was  fought  on  the  24th  of  July^  he  car- 
ried a  flag  undeir  Sir  yiremiab  Smith,  admiral  of  the  B&e 
fquadron,  who  engaged  7r0x^,  (battered  his  vice-admiral, 
to  that  (he  was  abfolutely  difabled  j  and  having  ruined  the 
rigging  of  his  rear-admiral,  and  killed  its  commandei', 
contributed  gresitly  to  the  glory  of  that  day ".    He  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  likewife,  in  the  dofe  of  that  war,  in  the 
unlucky  bufinefi?  at  Chatham^  where  he  was  employed  to 
defend  the  fort  of  Sheermfs^  attacked  by  the  enemy  on  the 
loth  of  June  1667,  and  tho*  it  was  unfiniihed,  his  garrifoh 
very  fraall,  and  the  place  in  no  itate  of  defence ;  yet  he 
continued  to  defend  himfelf,  till  it  would  have  been  an  a£l 
of  raflinefs  to  expofe  his  garrifon  any  longer.    When  he 
found  how  impradiicable  it  was  to  dj^  any  effeftu'*)  fehrice 
by  land,  be  iet  himfeif  to  collect  as  great  a  force  as  he 
could  by  fea.    This  amounted  to  no  more  than  five  fri- 
...-*.  gatesg 


"  Echird*!  hiftory  of  England,  p.  83 x. 
ilrata,  p.  i:.9- 
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gates,  feventeen  fire-(hipSf  and  fome  tenders;  and  yet  when 
the  Dutch  adfxiiral  Van  Nts  came  up  the  river  agaiq,  after 
;h.eir  aiiempt^pon  Hifrwicb,  §ir  £4w,ard  Spraggi  engagc4 
him  about  i\\p,fff^e.  The  ught  was  very  unequal  j|  b^t 
there  being  at  (irlt  lit(l^  or  no  wi/id,  Sir  Edwar4  laid  hQJfl 
of  that  j^rfv3J»tag«,  anil  by  dextewufly  towing  his  i^pf^ 
burnt  eleven,  qr  ;\v(!.lvp  of  t|jei|"  ^.^flvpsj,  with  f|x  qf  .bjs 
own;  but  (be  wiqd  l^iiii:^  he  wa3  at  Uft  obJig^  Vi» 
/bcllffr  hifliW/rpiP  tbie  eocmy^s  unequal  foriCC,  un^^jr  ^ 
^non  qi  Ti^w^'JPort,  The  n^t  tci?iy  the  weatfecr  h^^ 
favQwable,  h,P  m^^^  tbc.  Jpttjlch  ^p^  in  his  turn,  and  by 
the  happy  m^n^pixtept  of  his  |ireT(h4()$,  put  tbem  i^tp 
fucb  confufion»  tbat  lifter  a  (hprt  difpute;,  tb^  were  forcod 
to  retire,  «nd  to  burn  their  laft  fire-l^ip  to  prevent  Jiq:  bo- 
ing  xa^tTi.  Oa  the  25  th  they  profecuted  tbeir  reqreat ;  bqt 
wiA  Sir  BdwK^Kd  Spragg/s  fqu^dron  <)f  fire•^lipa  in  tbi^ 
j^f  lie  fQllow^  th^m  to  the  rtwir'^'incmtb,  wbetctb^ 
n^t  anotbor  fq^adron  of  fire-ij^ipfi  U<m  Hamifby  vf)^u;}^ 
put  them  in  fyah  danger,  that  ahqice  a  bund^^  ii^n  in  TV 
vift'tiiimiralMr^e^ttij  ^nd  another  ^ge  m^  pf  iW^ 
leaped  aye]:-fc;oaii;d,  ,and  wejre  drQwoed.  This  w^  (be  l^ft 
^^ion  on  oi^rfide  in  that  war  ?„         .  .  < , 

^^j^N  1,669,  tbc  wnftaWe  of  CafiiU^vii^  appob^t^  go^ 
y^npr  pf  the  ft|tf;|f/^  N^ktrhn^lx  Sir  M^ward  ^4Mf 
;was  ^nt  aver  to  wmplimfint  him  ,iJ|por»  |bat  occ^pp,  and 
ID  ^ter  i»to,fon^,fv«^r  jjegp^^tipns  fipr  .,t^  6j?€cl*  of 
ibe  newmea^r^SK  Ui  wblpb  Skj^<kifm4  is  AM  ^  bave 
i)C«;n  deeply  epgaged  «.  Th<j  ^T^^b  i?,  J^  w^  raifed  by 
j(be/ay.9W^»  9^d  %piQrt¥d  ^M  b^^v^Sii ibe,$iuiie  <^ 


^"V 


-»  ftiiKp's  chronicle,  p.  561.  Bnrchct,  Echard,  ©jhnmaflRo- 
Arata,  BaUiaee,  Le  Clerc,  de  Neuvilte.  ^  £cbard*s  hifttyy  of 
Fogland^  p.  ^57.  Rapioi  Qldinixon*3  hidory  of  th«  Stuart's 
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iMt,'foi\m  ht  ^evot«<i  hJmfelf  wly)]^^/  to  hk  (brvic^,  mtti 
was  thought  )to  hareB  terge  (htfe  iQ  his  confidence,  ^mn 
ibawv  ircpOEtesI,  th4t  he  W40. » f»pi0^i  4>f  iMhich>  thWi  if  iic- 
•tkfMEotebitii7>  itooe  w«  §f4  hiflu  ^t  to^ea  with  fW«K» 
iRuperit  in  j^»  when  the  2{^  had  liriveo  the  <lu(^  of 
Jfiiri,  und  ethers  of  his  reUftiOD,  irom  th^ir  pofts  ^  This 
fldvaitcconnt  of  (^jNW^^f*  I  oieatioo  here,  only  to  obv»te 
4he  objcdian  Jo  htai  on  the  icoce  0f  religion ;  for  hefoie  I 
^peak  !of  his:  hstoiour  in  Umk  Uft  J^t^  vm»  I  siuft  take 
.notice  of  hb  AiQpli^nfeient  in  the  Mfditmmftfm,  after  ihb 
iCetusn  from  his  naguuitton  in  MrndttK,  / 

,  Th^bub  ihadibeen  fi|uadrons  fent  to  .ebaftise  the  Jl- 
igtrineSf  bdHhihytha  MfigJi^  and  Duifki  :but  very  few  of 
litem  ihad  heeit  iUe  to  cfFeA  ao^r  great  aiatter.  They,  go- 
.Bsnilfy  fpeaktog^.cootcmcd  themfelves  with  fome  flight 
4BfiUGB,  'to  th&;prej<tdice  of  theie  Ofrfairs^  and  then  coikIu- 
<ded)a  peaces  )Wbioh'was  ofually  broken  by  that  time  they 
ilvdth^ieir  Iquadnons'wecefeturiied  home '.  The  conlide- 
-latbo  i)f  tfaia,  togeltKr  with  the  loud  complaints,  o^  the 
iDKtchan^y  ifiduited  the  court  to  fix  .upon  Sir  Edward 
-8prdgg£  to  cemnaaoda  fi)uadfon  in  thofe  leas,  in  hopes  of 
ehis  meeting  wilh  JKtter  fuecefs  than  h^  pnedeceflbrs,  from 
-bis  known  .coueage  and  refoltttioAi  tor  it  is  confefled  by 
.the  writers  of  thofe  tiodcs*  ihatSir  M^ward  greatly  refem> 
bled  thetarl  of  Sandwitb,  and  coQ<ealed9  like  him,. a  high 
landdaring^rit,  .under  the  moft  poliflied  behaviour.  He 
UJkdiiomMMgiiatidjoiti  this  expedition  in  the  fpringof  the 
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'  Hiftory  pf  the  Dutch  war,  p.  45.  An  exsft  relation  of  the 
•l£ltions-<»f 'ftis  iwjdly's  Iffeet,  tmafr^rince'Rupert,  &:.  p.  5.    Se- 

«v«t  h<ftQryrt)f  itiesK^igasol^ifigCliatleBlI.  ^nd  king  James  Zl. 
•  Keanet,   Burch^t,  Columna  Rottra^a,  f^fouj^e,  ie  Clerc.  de 

'NeuvlUr,  rie'de  Ruyter,  &c.   -  ■      ;^     -    ;  J 
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year  1671,  with  five  frigates  and  three  fire-fliipt,  and  therf 
might  be  as  many  more  ihipt  in  thofe  feas }  fo  that  io  all, 
his  fleet  conlifted  of  about  twelve  fiul.  In  the  latter  end  of 
the  month  of  Aprils  he  had  intelligence  that  there  were  fo- 
veral  Algerim  men  of  war  in  Bugia  bay;  on  which  he 
called  a  council  of  war,  when  it  was  refolved,  that  he 
ought  immediately  to  attack  them.  In  purfuance  of  this 
refolution  he  failed  thither,  but  in  his  pailage,  had  the  mif^ 
fortune  to  have  7ht  EagU  fire-fliip  difabled  by  a  ftorni ; 
and  "^vin  - '  r  one  of  his  (hips  fpringing  her  main^maft, 
was  -o  bear  away  for  the  chriftian  ihore.    Sir  £^ 

wardj  ;>.,%  perfilled  in  his  defign,  refitted  Thi Eagle^ 
and  bore  into  i;  .  bay  of  Bugia  with  a  briflc  gale,  not 
doubting  that  he  ihould  be  able  to  fire  the  flups:  but  by 
that  time  thr.y  got  widiin  half  (hot  of  the  caftie  and  fon% 
it  fell  a  deaj  calm  i  and  when  the  wind  roile  again,  it  pro- 
ved contrary.  On  the  2d  of  May^  they  were  able  to  do 
nothing  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  wind  changing  every  half 
hour  i  upon  which,  Sir  Edward  refolved  to  make  an  at- 
tempt upon  'nem  in  the  night  with  his  boats,  and  the 
fraalleft  of  his  fire-fhips,  which  rowed  as  well  as  a  long- 
boat. About  twelve  o'clock  that  night  he  executed  his 
project,  fending  in  all  bis  boats  and  The  Eagle  &xt-M^^  un- 
der the  command  of  his  eldelt  lieutenant  Mr,  Nugent, 
But  the  night  proving  very  daiic,  and  the  high  latid  oblcu- 
ring  the  (hips  as  they  drew  near  them,  they  paf&d  by,  and  .> 
lieutenant  Nugent  leaving  one  of  the  boa](s  with  the  fire- 
(hips>  befides  her  own,  rowed  in  to  difcover  die  enemy> 
leaving  orders  with  the  captain  of  the  fire*(hip,  to  come  tg 
an  anchor  in  cafe  he  found  (hoal-water.  The  lieutenant 
had  not  left  him  a  minute  before  he  percieived  himfelf  with- 
in plftol-(hct  of  the  (hips,  and  concluding  the  bufinefs  now 
as  ijood  as  done,  fteered  off  s^j^  to  find  th^  fire-(hlp*  and 

to 
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to  his  amazement  faw  her  all  in  flames.  The  enemy  ta- 
king the  alarm  at  this,  the  lieutenant  was  forced  to  row  off 
with  his  boats;  and  fo  this  fair  opportunity  was  loft  of 
burning  the  ^Algerittfi  men  of  war  without  the  lofs  of  a 
man.  The  next  day  the  enemy  unrigged  all  their  (hips, 
and  made  a  ftrong  boom  with  their  yards,  top-mafts,  and 
cables  buoyed  up  with  calks,  for  which  they  had  all  the  op- 
portunity in  the  world,  the  wind  hindering  the  Engli/b 
from  doing  any  thing ;  and  to  try  the  admiral's  patience 
to  the  utmoft.  It  fo  fell  out,  that  by  a  drunken  gunner's 
firing  a  piftol,  his  other  little  fire-fhip  was  loft ;  fo  that  he 
had  none  now  left  but  the  Little  Vi£}ory^  which  drew  too 
much  water,  to  enter  that  part  of  the  bay  whp-»  the  jfl* 
gerifteshj,  ~    -        ,  ,«  * 

Gm  Monday  the  8th  of  May  1671,  ther  ap^ .  ed  a 
confiderable  body  of  horfe  and  foot  in  the  ^  ';;i>  )ourhood 
of  the  bay,  which  were  foon  after  difcovei  ed  i ,  bw  an  ef- 
cort  to  a  very  large  convoy  of  ammunitioi  ir*.  from  i//- 
gitrs  to  the  (hips,  on  the  fafe  arrival  of  which  they  fired 
all  their  r*.,»,on,  to  leftify  their  joy.  Sir  Edward  Spraggs 
'^'^nadering  this,  and  not  knowing  what  future  reinforce- 
ments they  might  receive,  refolved  to  take  the  firft  opportu- 
nity of  making  hisutmoft  effort;  and  in  order  thereto,  di- 
redted  the  Ft^tory  to  be  lightned,  fo  that  Che  might  not  draw 
above  eight  foot.  About  noon,  there  fprung  up  a  line 
breeze  to  the  eaft,  upon  which  the  admiral  gave  the  fignal . 
for  the  men  of  war  to  draw  Into  a  line,  and  bear  up  ia 
the  bay.  Immediately  after  this,  the  wind  funk  at  once, 
fo  that  they  defpaired  of  doing  any  thing.  But  about  two, 
the  gale  fprung  up  again,  and  the  (hips  bore  in  as  they 
were  directed.  The  admiral  came  to  an  anchor  in  four 
fathom  water,  dofe  under  their  caftic  walls,  which  fired 
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upon  him  continually  for  two  hours.    In  this  fpace  he  fent 
in  his  own  pinnance,  and  thofe  of  the  Mary  and  the 
Dragm,    Thefe  cut  the  boom,  though  not  without  con- 
fiderable  lofs.      Lieutenant  P/«,   who   commanded  the 
Marfs  boat's  crewi    had  eight  wounded  with  himfelfj. 
lieutenant  Pierc*  of  the  Dragon  was  alfo  wounded,  witjbk 
ten  of  his  men,  and  one  killed.    In  the  admiral's  own 
pinnace  there  were  feven  killed,  and  all  the  reft  wounded, 
except  Mr.  Harman  who  commanded  it.     The  boom  be* 
ing  cut,   the  Hre-fliip  went  in,   and  getting  up  athwart 
their  boltfprits,  their  (hips  being  a-ground,  and  faft  to  the 
calllcs,  (he  burnt  very  well,  and  deftroyed  them  all.  Qap- 
tain  Harris  who  commanded  her,  his  maker's  mate,  gun- 
ner,   and  one  of  his  Teamen  were  defperatcly  wounded 
with  fmall  (hot,  and  this  at  their  entrance ;  fo  that  proba- 
bly the  whole  delign  had  proved  abortive,  if  the  admijal 
had  not  with  great  prudence  commiflioned  Hinry  Wil- 
iiamSf  (then  one  of  his  mailer's  mates,  but  who  had  forr 
meriy  commanded  the  Roj^  fire-fhip)  to  take  the  charge  of 
the  veilel,  in  cafe  the  other  was  difabled ;  which  he  did 
accorditgly,  and  performed  ail   that  could  be    expedted 
from  liira.      This  lofs  was  irreparable  to  the  Algerines^ 
who  had  picked  out  the  feven  men  of  war  here  burnt,  on 
purpofe  to  fight  fir  Edward  Spragge,  hiid  furnifljed  them 
with  their  beft  brafs  ordnance  from  on  board  -lil  the  reft 
of  their  veflels,  with  i8  or  1,900   cbofen  men  double 
officered,  under  the  command  of  old  Teriey  their  admiral, 
of  whom,  between  three  and  four  hundred  were  loft,  the 
caftles  and  town  miferably  torn,  and  a  vaft  number  of 
people  in  them  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  which  much  in- 
creafed  their  mifery,  all  their  furgeons  chefts  were  burnt 
on  board  their  (hips,  fo  that  numbers  died  for  want  of 
having  their  wounds  drciled,    Befides  the  joien  of  war  ^of 

which 
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which  we  (hall  give  a  M)  there  were  burnt  a  Gitiotft  ihipt 
a  fmall  Englijh  prize,  and  a  fettee. 

An  exadl  L I S  T  of  the  >//^/Vr  Ihips  burnt  in  Bugia^  with 
Cheir  number  of  guns  and  age.    May  8,  1671. 

Ships  Names.  Commanders.     Gun^.    Y-^rs  jlcf. 

TJb^  /^/V*  Horfi, tabark  Rays, 34. 4 

17)0  Orange  Trei,^-~^CourhaIy. 34 4 

TAe  Three  Cyprefs  Trees.  Car  am  Hammet,   3  4 f 

The  Three  Half  Meens.  Brayham  Tagrin,  28 £ 

7^/  P/dr/.  ■      •'Brayham  Turco.—i6'  C 

7i^*  Gdiy^w  Crown,-^  Halua  Tagrin.=i  24 

7i&^  Half  Moon,  —  Hammeit, 24 


r 
IB 


In  this  engagement  ^v  Edward  Spragge  had  only  feven- 
teen  killed,  and  forty-one  wounded;  which  makes  the 
victory  ftill  more  extraordinary,  and  is  a  very  full  proof 
how  necefTary  a  fteady  and  conftant,  as  well  as  briik  and 
adtive  courage  is  in  an  officer,  who  bears  fupreme  command 
at  fea  *.  What  the  confequences  were  of  this  adion,  and 
how  well  fir  Edward  by  his  wifdom  improved  the  advan- 
tage that  had  been  gained  by  his  arms,  we  have  already 
(hewn  ",  and  fhall  therefore  not  repeat  it  here,  but  pro- 
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*  I  take  this  account  of  fir  Edward  Spragge'a  expedition  firft 
from  his  tnftruSions  publidied  in  the  meoiuirs  of  Er.^lifh  affairs 
chiefly  naval,  p.  200,  which  inftruflions  are  datt-d  at  Richmond, 
the  14th  of  June  1670,  a;.d  feireral  other  papers  in  the  famebonJf. 
Secondly,  from  fir  Kdwaril's  own  letter,  dattd  May  11,  1671,  and 
publilhed  by  authority,  under  the  title  pf,  "  A  true  and  perfeit 
•*  rel^tibn  of  the  happy  fuccefs  and  victory,  obtained  againft  the 
*'  Turks  of  Argier  at  Bugia,  by  his  majelly's  fleet  in  ih«  Medi 
*'  terranean,  under  the  contma/id  of  lir  Edward  Spragge,  &c. 
«*  Printed  in  the  §avoy,  by  Thoinas  Newcoin^""*  i6;u"  »  See 
p.  283,  284. 
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cccd  to  his  condudl  in  the  laft  Dutch  war,  in  which  he 
remarkably  diftingui(hed  himfelf. 

After  having  performed  with  honour  the  bufinefb  for 
which  he  was  fent  into  the  Miditirrartan,  he  returned  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1672,  with  the  fquadron  under 
his  command.    The  Dutch  war  was  then  meditated  by 
our  court ;    but  had  not  as  yet  broke  out.    Sir  Robtrt ' 
Holmes^  who  had  been  the  principal  inftrument  in  bring- 
ing on  the  lirft  Dutch  war,  had  been  employed  alfo  to 
begin   thb,  by  attacking  the  Smyrna  fleet,  which    was 
then  expelled  home.    On  the  12th  of  January  fir  Ed" 
ward  Spraggc'  met  with  fir  Robert  Holmes*s  fquadron  near 
the  IJJe  of  IVighty  and  upon  fir  Roberts  enquiring  news^ 
fir  Edward  very  frankly  told  him,  that  he  had  failed  fe- 
veral  days  with  the  Dutch  Smyrna  fleet,  that  in  a  day  or 
two's  time  they  might  be  certainly  expe(5led.    Sir  Rcbirt 
Holmes  was  very  well  pleafed   with  this  news,  but  took 
great  care  to  fay  nothing,  that  might  give  him  the  leaft 
intimation  of  his  having  any  orders  to  attack  them,  though 
if  he  had  fo  done,  and  required  fir  Edward's  aififtance, 
he  could  not  pofiibly  have  failed  of  taking  or  deftroyiog 
that  whole  fleet,  reckoned  worth  a  million  and  half;  and 
on  the  taking  of  which  the  king  depended,  for  a  fupply 
towards  carrying  on  the  war.    But  fir  Robert,  averfc  to 
(baring  any  part  of  the  reputation  that  might  be  acquired 
by  this  action,  ufed  his  utmoft  diligence  that  no  body 
ihould  have  any  part  in  the  execution  of  it  but  himfelf, 
in  which,  however,  he  had  no  fuccefs ;  and  as  this  blaft- 
ed  his  reputation  with  the  world,  fo  it  produced  a  quarrel 
between  him  and  fir  Edward  Spragge,  which  could  never 
afterwards  be  compofed  ''.  WuEif 

w  Burnett  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  5^5.  of  the  Dutch 
edition.  True  account  of  the  anions  of  the  fleet  under  priDCe 
Rupert.    Hiftory  of  the  Dutch  war. 
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Whin  hit  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Tori  had  refol- 
ved  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  Engli/h  navy 
in  the  Dime  yearf  fir  Edward  Spragge  was  chiefly  depend- 
ed on  for  aflembling  the  fleet,  and  preparing  all  things  for 
the  reception  of  bis  highnefs,  as  I  find  by  an  order  dire£t« 
ed  to  him,  as  commander  in  chief  of  his  majelly's  fleer, 
on  Junt  15,  1672  '  i  and  he  performed  his  pan  fo  well, 
that  by  the  end  of  the  month  all  things  were  ready,  and 
hit  highnefs  was  invited  on  board,  who  joined  him  foon 
after,  together  with  the  earl  of  Sandwich^  and  other  per- 
fons  of  diftindion.     He  was  prefent  in  Solbay  fight,  the 
28th  of  May^  and  diftinguiflied  himfelf  therein,   by  fink- 
ing a  Dutch  (hip  of  fixty  guns.    During  the  reft  of  that 
campaign,  he  behaved  with  his  accuftomed  diligence,  and 
returned  with  great  reputation  after  it  was  over ;  which 
rery  probably  determined  the  court  to  employ  him  (as 
Iheydid)  the  next  year. 

When  the  duke  of  Tork  was  obHged  to  part  with  his 
command,  and  the  court,  to  gratify  the  defire  of  the  na- 
tion, lay  under  a  neceflity  of  making  ufe  of  prince  Ru- 
Ptrty  they  took  care  to  fecure  the  fleet  notwithftanding,  by 
employing  fuch  officers  as  they  could  beft,  and  his  high- 
nefs leaft,  truft.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  to  carry  the 
blui  flag  inftead  of  fir  Robert  Holmesy  whom  his  highnefs 
propofed;  and,  becaufe  there  had  been  a  difference  be- 
tween thefe  two  admirals,  the  court  thought  fit  to  lay 
Helmet  entirely  afide,  though  he  was  a  very  ad^ive  man, 
and  had  been  much  in  their  confidence  "f.  Before  the  fleet 
put  to  fea,  fir  Edward  was  fent  with  the  charadter  of  en- 
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*  Memoirs  of  the  royal  navy,  p.  246.  f  True  ac- 

fouDt  of  the  afUont  of  the  fleet  uoder  prince  Rupert,  5:c.  p.  ^, 
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voy  e  >;iraor(Iinary  to  Frana^  where  he  ym  receivcKl  y^ith 
all  pulli  )ie  refpcdt,  was  exceedingly  carelled  during  hit 
ftay,  and  at  his  taking  leave  had  a  prefent  made  him  of 
great  value.  His  bufincis  was  to  renew  the  treaty,  with 
that  ccurt,  i.  Icttle  the  rules  that  were  to  be  obferred  on 
the  junction  uf  the  French  an  :  Engli/b  fleets,  and  to  re- 
ftore  the  old  friendlhip  between  the  courts^  which  iptmtd 
to  be  fomewhat  injured  by  the  late  proceedings  in  En- 
gland '.  As  no  part  of  fir  Edward  Spraggia  negotiation, 
or  inHruftions  was  ever  communicated  to  prince  Ruptrt^ 
It  gave  him  frcOi  grounds  of  diilike ;  fo  that  when  fir 
Edward  came  to  hold  his  tiag,  there  was  a  great  coldnefs 
between  them  ^  This  did  not  hinder  our  admiral's  do* 
ing  his  duty  very  gallantly  in  the  engagement,  which  hap- 
pened on  the  28ih  of  May^  wherein  he  fought  Trcmp 
f^ven  hours,  forced  him  to  go  from  the  Goldtn  Lion  into 
the  Prince  on  Horfthacky  and  thence  into  the  Amfterdam^ 
from  that  into  the  ComtU  where  he  had  certainly  either 
been  killed  or  taken,  if  he  had  not  been  relieved  by  d$ 
Ruyter  ^,  Sir  Edward  alfo  twice  ch^iuged  his  (hip.  Thefe 
circumftances  are  not  taken  notice  of  in  the  account 
which  was  pubiiHied  after  fir  Edward^a  death}  but  in 
prince  Rupert*s  letter  to  the  earl  of  ArlingUn,  the  matter 
(notwithitanding  the  quarrel  betwixt  them)  is  very  fairly 
ftated,  **  Sir  Edward  Spraggt^  fays  hishighnefs,  did  on  his 
**  fide  maintain  the  figlii  with  fo  much  courage  and  refoiu- 
^*  tion,  that  their  whole  body  gave  way  to  fuch  a  degree, 
^  that  had  it  not  been  for  f^par  of  the  flioalS|  we  had  driven 

«  them 


*  Kennet,  Echardt  Columna   Roftrata,   Oldmixon,  Ripin. 
»  True  account  of  the  adions  of  the  fleet  under  prince  Rupert,  p. 
0>  *>  fiafaage  Annalcs  dcs  provisces  uuiesi  vol.  ii.  p.<^n. 

ic  dc  Ruyter,  p.  56^, 
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**  them  into  their,  harbours,  and  the  king  would  have  had 
"  a  better  account  of  them  '."  In  the  battle  of  the 
4th  of  Jufii,  lir  Edward  is  blamed  for  coming,  juft  be- 
fore the  engagement  began,  fix  miles  in  his  boat  to  receive 
his  highnefs's  orders  '^ :  however,  after  he  returned,  he  be- 
haved with  great  refolution,  forced  Fan  Tromp^  with 
whom  he  was  again  to  contend,  twice  to  change  his  (hip, 
and  would  inevitably  have  either  taken  or  deftroycd  him, 
if  he  had  not  been  relieved  by  the  admiral.  The  hazard 
that  he  ran,  provoked  him  fo  againft  vice-admiral  Swetrs, 
that  he  accused  him  to  the  States-General,  Prince  Rupert, 
in  his  letter,  takes  no  notice  of  fir  Edward  Spragge*s  be- 
haviour at  all,  and  though  it  is  very  certain,  that  he  had 
the  advantage  of  Tromp  in  this  a^ion ;  yet  even  that  is 
concealed  by  an  author,  who  pretends  to  more  than  ordi- 
tiary  knowledge  of  all  that  paffed.  The  Dutch  writers 
confefs  his  bravery,  an^  own  he  pu(hed  them  hard  ;  and 
Tromp  in  his  letter  to  the  States,  fay,  that  he  was  forced 
to  retreat  a  little  before  it  was  dark ", 

Ik  the  third  battle,  whica  happened  on  the  nth  of 
■^HHftt  ^f  Edward  Spragge,  with  the  blue  fquadron,  was 
in  the  rear,  where  it  is  faid,  that  notwithitanding  he  had 
promifed  prince  Rupert  not  to  part  from  his  fide,  yet  being 
provok'd  by  Tromp,  he  laid  his  fure-top  fail  to  the  mail  to 
ftay  for  him ;  and  having  engaged  his  fquadron,  continued 
fighting  for  many  hours,  at  a  diftance  from  the  fleet.    Sir 
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'  See  th«t  letter  printrd  by  authority,  and  datrd  from  on  board 
the  Royal  Charles,  off  the  oylier  bank.  May  29,  1 673.  *'  1  rue 
account  of  the  ai^ions  of  the  fleet,  unJer  jTincc  KuiK-rt,  p<  10, 
1 1.  *  The  writer  abovemeneioned  ii  the  author  of  the  re- 

lation fo  often  cited,  who  had  himfelf  a  command  ir^   th'-  Ikcr. 
Bafna||e  Annalei  des  Prov'..ce9  Unies,  vol.  ii.   p-4ii;     I^CIerc, 
t«in.  li.  p.  X41.  Vie  dc  Ruyter,,  p.  498. 
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Edward  was  at  firfl:  on  board  the  R^ai  Prince^  and  Tromp 
in  the  Golden  Lyon ;  but  after  a  difpute  of  about  three 
hoursf  in  which  the  Dutch  admiral  avoided  coming  to  a 
clofe  fight,  fir  Edward*s  (hip  was  fo  difabled,  that  he  was 
forced  to  go  on  board  the  St.  George^  as  Tromp  did  on 
board  the  Comet,  Then  the  fight  began  again  with  great- 
er fury  than  before.  At  laft,  the  St.  George  was  fo  bat- 
tered, that  fir  Edward  thought  fit  to  leave  her,  and  to 
endeavour  to  go  on  board  the  Royal  Charles;  but  before 
bis  boat  had  rowed  ten  times  its  own  length  from  the  St. 
George^  it  was  pierced  by  a  cannon-fliot ;  upon  which> 
the  crew  endeavoured  to  get  back  again ;  but,  before  that 
could  be  eflfe^ed,  fir  Edward  was  drowned ;  his  hands  ta- 
king fo  dead  a  hold  on  the  fide  of  the  b^t,  that  when  it 
came  to  float,  he  was  found  with  his  head  and  fhoulders 
above  water '. 

This  end  had  the  btave  fir  Edward  Spragge^  who 
thereby  made  good  what  he  promifed  the  king,  when  he 
took  leave  of  him,  that  he  would  bring  him  Fan  Tromp 
alive  or  dead,  or  lofe  his  own  life  in  the  attempt  >.  Thefe 
admirals,  indeed,  feem  to  have  had  a  particular  defire^ 
each  to  overcome  the  other;  for  they  had  conflantly 
fought  in  every  battle  from  the  time  that  fir  Edward 
Spragge  fucceeded  the  earl  of  Sandwich^  and  Van  Tromp 
came  again  to  command  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  room  of 
Van  Ghent,  The  Dutch  writers  fpeak  of  his  death  with 
vifible  regret,  and  own,  that  he  was  one  of  the  braveft 
men,  and  beft  commanders  that  ever  fought  at  fea.  Our 

own 


f  An  exadl  relation  of  the  anions  of  the  fleet  under  prince  Ra- 
pert,  &c.  p.  14  —21.  Bafnage  Annates  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  ii. 
p.  420.  De  Ncuville,  vol.  iv.  j».  204.  Vie  de  Ruytcr,  p.  574. 
I  £chard*s  Hiftory  of  England,  p.  894. 
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own  writers  are  profufe  in  the  pralfes  they  beftow  on  his 

valour,  and  therefore  I  ihall  content  myfelf  with  citing 

only  one  teftimony  in  his  favour ;  which  (hall  be  that  of 

bifliop   Parker^  who  defcribes  the  laft  fcene  of  his  life 

thus.    <<  There  was  a  remarkable  fight  between  Spragg* 

**  and '  Tromp ;  for  ihefe  having  mutually  agreed  to  at- 

'*  tack  each  other,  not  out  of  hatred,  but  a  thirfl  of 

*^  glory  s  thty  engaged  with  all  the  rage,  or  as  it  were, 

**  with  all  the  fport  of  war.    They  came  fo  dofe  to  one 

**  another,  that  like  an  army  of  foot,  they  fought  at 

<*  once  with  their   guns  and  fwords.    Almoft  at  every 

*'  turn,  both  their  fhips,  though  not  funk,  were  yet  bored 

<'  through,   their  cannon  being  difcharged  within  com- 

'<  mon  gun-fhot :  neither  did  our  ball  fall  in  vain  into 

*'  the  fca ;  but  each  fliip  pierced  the  other,  as  if  they  had 

**  fought  with  fpears.    But  at  length,  three  or  four  (hips 

**  being  (battered,  as  Spragge  was  paflSng  in  a  long-boat 

**  from  one  (hip  to  another,  the  boat  was  over-turned  by 

<<  a  chance  (hot,  and  that  great  man  not  being  (killed  in 

<*  fwimming,  was  drowned,  to  the  great  grief  of    is  ge- 

••  nerous  enemy,  who,  after  the  death  of  Spr^    -,  could 

*'  hardly  hope  to  6nd  an  enemy  equal  to  I.   ifelf.    But 

**  thus  it  happened,  that  when  that  brave  "  :i  had  over- 

*•  come  fo  many  dangers,  his  country  being  now  viftori- 

*•  ous  and  fafe,  no  honour  remained  for  him  to  receive, 

•*  but  the  reward  of  a  glorious  death  ''.'* 

These  were  the  great  men  who  carried  the  glory  of 
the  Englijh  arms  fo  high,  and  who  effedtually  fupported 

the 
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^  Bifliop  P.irker's  hiftory  of  his  own  ti.nes,  p.  1 57.  The  fame 
prelate  in  another  pirt  of  his  hiftory,  ttlls  us,  that  fir  Edward 
§pragge  '^as  a  perlon,  the  love  and  delight  of  all  men,  as  well  for 
his  noble  courage,  as  the  genile  fweecnel's  of  his  temper,  p.  ia6. 


i 


'■J' I 


','';! 


45«  MEMOlRS^/f 

the  honour  of  the  flag,  if  the  reader  mifies  the  meBTO- 
irs  of  fome  whofe  actions  are  mentioned  in  our  hiftory,  it 
is,  becaufe  they  belong  to  another  place,  in  confequencc 
of  their  having  furvived  this  reign,  and  that  unfortunate 
one  which  fucceeded  it.  But,  thefe  are  the  heroes  to 
whom  were  owing  our  principal  vidories,  which  raifeJ 
our  reputation  fo  high,  extended  our  commerce  lb  fef, 
and  might  have  brought  us  much  greater  advantages,  if 
our  domeftic  divifions  had  nSt  in  fome  meafure  fruftratcd 
their  labours,  and  defeated  our  expeftations  from  thofe  na- 
val fucceflcs,  which  ail  hazarded,  and  many  laid  down 
their  lives  to  purchafe.  A  memorable  misfortune  this, 
and  which  we  ought  never  to  forget,  if  we  defire  to  avoid 
feeling  the  effe<5is  of  fo  wretched  a  condwH:,  with  a  fliort 
explication  of  which,  a:s  a  r>eceflary  comment  on  what 
has  been  already  faid,  we  (hall  conclude  this  chapter. 

The  two  Dutch  wars  were  very  difagreeabk  lo  % 
greai  part  of  the  nation,  through  an  apprehetifion  of  tht:\T 
confequences,  and  therefore  the  great  exploits  performed 
by  our  feamen,  and  the  advantages  gained  by  the  laft 
peace,  which  has  fecured  us  from  any  fubfequent  quarrels 
with  that  nation,  were  not  looked  upon  in  the  light  the/ 
deferved  j  but  fuch  as  did  their  d'ljy,  and  aited  vigorou- 
ily  in  their  ftations,  were  diHi^ed  md  treated  as  the  fer- 
vile  creatures  of  a  court,  reaJ)  to  attempt  any  thing  for 
which  they  received  orders.  This  was  certainly  very  in- 
jurious ufage,  and  fuch  as  mud  have  contributed  to  link 
the  fpirits  of  many.  The  true  merit  of  a  foldier,  or  fea- 
man,  certainly  confifts  in  cxecuiing  vigoroufly  the  order 
he  receives ',  and  things  are  carried  too  far  when  we  pre- 
tend to  make  them  accountable  for  thofe  orders ',  becaufe. 
If  this  maxim  (hould  be  once  eftablifhed,  fuch  confe- 

quencqp 


Sir  EDWARD  SPRAGGE.      459 

quences  muft  inevitably  flow  from  it,  as  would  he  hx 
more  detrimental  to  focietjr,  than  the  affording  a  crrtain 
meafure  of  applaufe,  to  fuch  gallant  aftions  as  might  be 
performed  upon  wrong  principles.  Of  this,  I  might  i^ive 
a  flagrsnt'inftance,  by  referring  to  a  certain  hiftory,  wlirrc 
fir  Rohirt  Holtrns  is  feverely  cenfured  for  doing  what  a 
council  of  war  directed  ;  and  fome  perfons,  who  ha<i 
been  attainted  by  parliament,  are  juftified,  and  commend- 
ed for  aflifting  the  Dutch  to  invade  this  nation,  and  tu  de- 
ftroy  our  (hips  at  Chatham ;  which  is  a  do<^rine  of  a  very 
dangerous  nature,  and  directly  contrary  to  that  true  pub- 
lic fpirit,  which  ought  to  influence  a!!  men,  and  all  par- 
tics  i  to  bear  whatever  may  be  required  of  ihem  for  the:  • 
country's  good,  and  to  forbear  avenging  rhemfelves  upon 
her,  whatever  provocations  they  may  receive. 

After  having  pointed  out  this  error  on  one  fide,  I 
(hall  with  equal  freedom,  lay  open  a  greater  on  the 
other :  I  mean  the  court's  too  great  regard  for  France^ 
which  was  highly  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  thefe  na- 
tions, and  had  well  nigh  been  the  deftrudlion  ot  our 
navy.  It  is  a  monftrous  thing  to  afl'ert,  and  yet  there  arc 
too  ftrong  proofs  of  this  truth  for  us  to  avoid  faying, 
that  the  admin idration  in  the  latter  part  of  king  Ch'/rki's 
reign,  from  the  time  his  notions  had  a  v/rong  turn  given 
ihcm  by  the  Cabal,  fevoured  too  much  the  "e^ch 
fchemes,  for  the  advancement  of  their  com'^ierce  to  the 
prejudice  of  ours  i  in  doing  which,  they  i  jed  fuch  or- 
ders to  the  officers  of  the  navy,  as  made  them  juftly  ob- 
noxious to  parliament,  though  very  able  men  in  their 
places,  and  ther^jby  created  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  things,  as  added  the  ruin  Oi  our  (hipping,  to 
the  hurt  done  our  trade :  whereas,  if  the  court  had  aded 
honcftly,  and  the  nation  been  of  one  mind,  we  might  cer- 
tainly 
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tainly  have  given  law  to  Europty  and  become  the  great- 
eft  maruime  power  the  world  ever  faw. 

We  loft  thefe  advantages  then,  and  the  fenfe  of  thit 
ought  to  be  of  fervlce  to  us  now.  The  fleet,  at  the  death 
of  king  Charks  II.  was  recovering  indeed,  but  very  fiow- 
]y.  It  is  time  to  fee  how  a  prince,  who  took  care  of  no- 
thing elfe,  profecuted  that  work  with  diligence,  and  laifed 
our  navy  to  a  better  ftate  thun  it  wa&  ever  in  before. 


m>^:-ir 


CHAP.    V. 

Ihe  naval  btftory  of  GRE  AT-BR  IT  A  IN, 
during  the  reign  of  king  James  II.  contain- 
%.  ing  an  account  of  the  methods  made  ufe  of 
for  rejloring  and  improving  the  fleet ;  their 
fuccefsy  and  the  king's  difappointment  in  his 
' '  erdeavours  to  prevent  an  invafion  from  Hol- 
land. 

E  W  princes  have  ftruggled  with  greater  dif- 
6culties  before  they  afcended  their  thrones, 
than  king  "Jamei  II.  and  few,  e\'er  fuftained 
a  greater  load  of  trouble  afterwards.  He 
fuccetvi^ed  his  brother  the  6th  of  February^  1685,  with 
♦iin;  ^^eneral  acclamations  of  his  fubjedls,  who  expelled 
great  M\\%^  from  a  king,  who  came  to  the  throne  with 
futh  adv?f;ta,^.^  He  was  then  turned  of  fifty-one,  had 
good  is'^iurul  p!r%  iroproved  and  ftrengthned  both  by  edu- 
cation aiid  experience  ■,  inclined  to,  and  very  diligent  in  bu« 
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finefs ;  a  good  osconotnift :  in  fine,  a  prince,  who.  If  he 
had  managed  public  aflfairs  with  the  fame  eafe  and  dexte- 
rity, which  he  fliewed  in  the  condudl  of  his  private  con- 
cerns, his  reign  mult  have  been  as  happy  and  glorioust  at 
it  proved  troublefome  and  unfortunate. 

It  was  his  great  foible,  that  he  was  conllantly  influ- 
enced b;  foreign  councils,  which  is  a  thing  the  Englijh 
nation  cannot  endure;  and  indeed,  it  is  impolBble  they 
ihould  ;  for  as  our  conftitution  diflfcrs  from  the  conftitution 
of  all  the  ftates  upon  the  continent,  it  is  iimply  impradli- 
cable  to  govern  us  well,  by  any  other  fyftem  of  politics 
than  our  own.    King  James  knew  this  well  enough }  and 
yet  his  fondnefs  for  the  popifli  religion,  threw  him  into 
the  arms  of  France^  and  engaged  him,  while  a  fubjef^,  to 
a£t  as  a  tool ;  when  a  king,  to  rule  as  a  viceroy  to  Ltwis 
XIV.  and  this  at  a  jundlure,  when  if  he  had  been  of  the 
religion  of  his  fathers,  and  had  complied  with  the  deliret 
of  his  people,  he  might  have  given  law  to  that  haughty 
monarch,  and  been  efteemed  the  deliverer  of  Europe,    His 
bigoctry  blinded  him ;   fome  of  his  miniflers  abufed  hit 
confidence ;  till  by  a  feries  of  bad  management,  he  made 
'  his  affairs  defperate,  and  loft  the  affedtions  of  his  people* 
which  foon  loft  him  all. 

Yet,  as  wrong  as  his  conduft  was  in  almoft  every 
other  particular,  the  care  he  took  of  naval  affairs,  defervet 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  poftenty  with  juft  applaufe.  He  had 
long  experienced  the  office  of  lord  high- admiral,  in  the 
reign  of  his  brother,  and  underftood  it  thoroughly  \  he  knew 
too  the  diforders  which  had  crept  into  the  whole  oeconomy 
of  the  fleet,  in  the  fix  years  immediately  preceeding  his 
acceffioui  and  he  was  well  acquainted  befides,  with  the 
difficulties  the  late   king  had  found,  in   difcovering  and 
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applying  remedies  to  thefe  mifchiefs.  As  foon,  therefore, 
as  he  was  feated  on  the  throne,  he  began  to  confider  how 
a  total  reformation  might  be  wrought,  and  the  affairs  of 
the  navy  be  not  only  fet  right  for  the  prefent,  but  alfo  be 
put  into  fuch  a  fettled  courfe,  as  that  they  might  not  fud- 
denly  go  wrong  again.  With  this  view  he  confulted  Mr. 
Pepyiy  and  fome  other  confiderable  perfons,  on  whofe  abili- 
ties and  integrity  he  could  depend ;  and  having  learned 
from  them  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  to  bring  about 
the  ends  at  which  he  aimed,  he  firft  afligned  a  dated  fund 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  payable  quarterly 
out  of  the  treafury  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  and  then 
illued  a  fpecial  commiflion  for  fettling  all  things  relating 
to  it,  and  for  putting  the  management  thereof  into  fuch 
a  method,  as  might  need  few  or  no  alterations  in  fucceed- 
ing  times. 

This  commiflion  was  the  wifefl:  a£t  ok'  his  whole  reign, 
and  anfwered  very  effedlually  all  that  wr.s,  or  indeed  could 
be  expedted  from  it.  It  was  grounded,  as  to  form,  on  a 
commiilion  which  had  ifllied  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  the 
reign  of  his  grandfather,  of  which  wc  have  taken  notice 
more  than  once.  As  the  then  commiflioners  of  the  navy 
were  men  of  fair  charadler,  though  they  had  been  fo  un- 
lucky in  the  management  of  their  office,  the  king  would 
not  remove  them,  but  caufed  thc^r  names  to  be  inferted 
in  this  commiflion,  which  fupeniaded  their  own,  with  the 
addition  of  a  few  old  fervants,  though  new  commiflioners, 
on  whofe  ikili  and  vigilance  he  depended.  The  old  com- 
Bjiflioners  were  the  lord  vifcount  Falkland^  fir  John  'tippets^ 
lir  Richard  Hdddxk,  fir  Phimai  Pett^  fir  John  NarbO" 
roughs  Mr.  Southerm^  fir  Richard  Beach,  fir  John  Godwin, 
The  new  oqes,  fir  Anthony  Dean,  fir  John  Berry,  Mr. 
Hmer,  and  Mj;.  Si.  Michm,  This  commiilion  was  dat- 
ed 
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cd  the  17'*'  of  April  1686,  and  by  it  the  rommiflioncrs 
were  direded  to  enquire  into,  and  remedy  all  the  difor- 
ders  that  were  then  in  the  navy,  to  reftore  it  in  every  re- 
fpeA  to  good  order,  and  from  time  to  time  to  report  the 
proceedings  to  his  majefty  and  the  privy  council,  as  they 
were  particulary  enjoined  in  that  commiflion  ^ 

Th£  commiiTioners  vefted  with  thefe  powers  loft  no 
time,  but  fell  immediately  on  a  diligent  infpedlion  into 
the  ilate  of  the  navy,  enquired  ftridly  into  the  caufes  of 
paft  mlfcarriages,  with  refpedl  rather  to  things  than  men, 
and  taking  fuch  meafures  for  the  immediate  remedy  of 
the  mifchief  they  difcovered,  that  the  old  ihipi  were  per- 
fe^ly  repaired ;  the  new  ones,  where  they  wanted  it,  al- 
tered and  mended  ;  the  yards  properly  fuppiied  with  the 
ableft  workmen ;  all  the  florehoufes  filled  with  whatever 
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'  The  whole  of  this  account  is  taken  from  Mr.  Pepy^s  memoirs 
relating  to  the  Hate  of  the  royal  navy  of  England,  wherein  he 
tells  uf,  that  the  following  qualifications  werecniefly  confidered  in 
the  choice  of  the  new  commiinoners,  purfuant  to  a  memorial  ad- 
drefied  by  him  to  the  king,  and  drawn  by  his  mailers  dire£lions, 
viz. 

•*  I.  A  praflTed  knowledge  in  every  part  of  the  works  and 
*'  methods  of  your  navy,  both  at  the  board  and  in  your, yards. 
**  The  not  difcerning  of  which  (and  the  others  that  follow)  ap* 
••  peirs  to  hive  colt  your  royal  brother  and  you  within  the  forc- 
"  mentioned  five  years,  above  half  a  million.  II.  A  general 
*'  maftery  in  the  bulineis  and  accounts^  though  more  particularly 
"  thofe  incident  to  the  affairs  of  your  navy.  J II.  Vigour  of  mind, 
**  joined  with  approved  induliry,  zenl,  and  pcrfonal  aptnefs  for 
•*  labour.  IV'.  An  entire  rclignation  of  themfelves,  and  their 
*'  whole  time  to  this  your  fervice,  without  liiblenefs  to  avocation 
"  from  other  bufinefs  or  pleafure.  V.  LalUy,  Such  credit  with 
•*  your  mnjcrty  for  integrity  and  loyalty,  as  may  (with  the  for- 
"  mer  conditions)  lead  both  yourfelf  and  my  lord  treafurer,  to  an 
"  entire  confidence  of  having  all  oone;  that  can  be  morally  ex> 
•*  pedcd  from  them,  in  the  advancement  of  your  f^rvice,  and  the 


*•  circumfpetl  and  orderly  difpcufiog  and  improving  o(  your  trea- 
"  furc." 
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was  requifite  bought  at  the  be/l  hand,  and  in  all  refpedtt 
the  bed  in  their  kind ;  the  eftimates  brought  into  proper 
order,  and  the  whole  oeconomy  of  the  navy  reduced  into 
(o  clear  a  method,  that  it  was  impolfible  any  officer  could 
be  ignorant  of,  or  miHake  in  his  duty,  the  public  fervice 
fufler  in  any  of  its  various  branches,  or  the  king  run  any 
hazard  of  being  cheated  without  an  immediate  difcovery 
of  the  offender.  That  all  this  might  more  fully  and  in- 
difputably  appear  (befides  fhe  reports  diredled  by  the  com- 
miflion  being  duly  made)  the  commiflioners  engaged  his 
majefty  to  vifit  in  perfon  the  yards,  docks,  ilore-houfes* 
^c,  which,  confidering  his  perfe<5t  acquaintance  with  na- 
val afl^airs,  made  it  impoflible  he  (hould  be  deceived ;  and 
then  having  demonftrated  the  juftice  of  their  conduct,  by 
leaving  the  navy  much  encreafed,  in  perfect  order,  and 
with  fea-ftores  valued  at  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
they  laid  down  their  po(ts,  their  commiflion  being  fuper- 
feded  with  a  juft  approbation  of  their  conduct,  by  letters 
patent  under  the  great  feal,  O£fober  12,  1688.  Thus  in 
little  more  than  two  years  time  this  great  reform  was 
made,  all  the  officers  of  the  navy  in  general  paid  to  a  far- 
thing, and  a  faving  made  to  the  public  of  three  hundred 
feven  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy  pounds  nine  (hilliogs  ^ 
and  four-pence,  and  this  for  the  inconfiderable  expence  of 
fix  thoufand  pounds  paid  to  the  new  commiffioners. 

While  this  commiffion  fublifled,  the  king  iHued  new 
inflrudtions  to  the  officers  commanding  his  (hips  of  war, 
thefe  are  dated  the  is"*  of  Juli  1686,  and  are  extremely 
well  calculated  for  promoting  the  public  fervice,  fecuring 
difcipline,  and  preferving  proper  memorials  of  every  man's 
particular  merit,  by  obliging  all  capteins  and  fuperior  of- 
ficers, to  depofit  a  perfect  copy  of  their  journals  with  th« 
fccfctary  of  the  admiralty.  As  many  things  in  ihcfc  regu- 
lations 
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lations  might  (tern  to  bear  hard  upon  commanders,  and 
to  deprive  them  of  thofe  emoiumtnts  which  their  prede- 
ceflbrs  had  enjoyed )  his  majedy  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
gnnt  them  very  confiderable  favours,  fuch  as  a  fettled  al- 
lowance for  their  tables  ^i  feveral  advantages  in  rerpe(ft  to 
prises,  kf(,  and  in  the  clofe,  the  king  was  pleafed  to  pro- 
mife  to  take  fpecial  notice  of»  and  amply  to  reward,  every 
inftance  of  courage,  care  or  diligence  in  any  of  his  officers, 
upon  proper  atteftations  depofited  with  the  fecretai  y  of  the 
admiralty. 

We  need  not  wonder  that  in  confequence  of  fo  great 
an  attention,  the  Britijb  fleet  was  in  very  good  order  when 
king  Jamts  had  the  firfl  notice  of  the  prince  of  Orange*% 
defign;  but  we  may  be  juftly  furprized  at  the  (Irange 
management  of  maritime  affairs  frOm  that  time.  A  fqua- 
dron.  of  (hips  was  indeed  ordered  to  fea  under  the  com- 
mand of  fir  Roger  Strickland^  then  rear-admiral  of  Eng' 
Jandy  who  was,  perhaps,  the  moft  improper  mail  in  the 
world  to  command  them^  on  account  of  his  being  ob- 
tioxious  to  the  fieamen,  by  the  readinefs  he  had  flieWn  in 
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*  The  reader  may  form  a  proper  conception  of  the  importance 
of  this  regulation,  by  confidering  the  following  uble  which  fl  ews 
the  proportion  maintained  in  this  new  allowance,  fo  as  to  make 
it  a  jult  equivalent  for  the  perquifuei  taken  away  by  this  inltruc- 
tion. 

Rate.    Prefcnt  Wages.    Prefent  Viftiiallino.     Additional  GtaQt 
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bringing  priefts  on  board  the  fleet.  His  fquadron  was  or- 
dered to  the  Downs  very  indiffereBtiy  manned,  and  wheii 
he  complained  of  it»  and  defired  to  have  foldiers  at  leaft 
fent  on  board  j  this  was  very  flowly  done,  conlidering  the 
importance  of  the  fervice.  By  his  inftruftions  he  vi^as  to  have 
remained  in  the  Downs  j  but  conceiving  that  to  be  a  very 
improper  ftation  for  the  fervice  he  was  to  perform,  after 
confuhing  with  the  captains  in  whom  he  could  bell  confide^ 
he  certified  as  much  to  the  court,  and  offered  it  as  his  opini- 
on, that  it  would  be  better,  for  the  fleet  to  remain  at  the 
buoy  of  the  gun-fleet,  near  Harwich.  The  king,  as  foon 
as  he  received  this  advice,  fent  for  lord  Dartmouth,  fir 
John  Berry,  captain  John  Clements,  the  three  elder  bro- 
thers of  the  Trinity-houfe  at  Deptford,  and  Mr.  Pepys,  ta 
whom  he  communicated  fir  Roger  Strickland^s  Jetter,  and 
in  confequence  of  their  joint  advice,  fent  the  admiral  or- 
ders to  go  out  of  the  Downs  with  the  firft  eafterly  wind» 
and  place  himfelf  between  the  north  fand-head,  and  the 
Kentijh  Knock,  there  to  continue  under  fail  in  the  day 
time,  and  at  anchor  in  the  night,  in  order  to  obferv-*  the 
Dutch  fleet,  and  to  gain  the  belt  intelligence  of  them  h© 
could,  in  purfuance  of  the  inftruftions  then  fent  him '. 

When  the  danger  appeared  more  clearly,  this  fleet 
was  ordered  to  retire  to  the  Buoy  in  the  Nore ;  and  lord 
Dartmouth  was  ordered  to  fea,  with  fuch  a  reinforcement 
as  made  the  whole  fleet  under  his  command,  confift  of  forty 
men  of  war  of  which  thirty-eight  were  of  the  line  of  battle,, 
and  eighteen  fire-(hips.  This  fleet  being  M  the  gun-fleet, 
and  ceady  in  all  refpedts  tQ  fail,  a  co(incil  pf  war  was 

called^ 
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called,  wherein  (if  William  Jenings,  who  commanded  a 
third  rate,  propofed  to  put  to  fca,  and  ftand  over  to  the 
Duich  coafts,  as  the  fliorteft  and  fureft  way  to  prevent  an 
invafion.  This  propofition,  however,  was  rejected  by  a 
great  majority,  and  (o  it  was  refolved  to  continue  there, 
the  true  ground  of  this,  as  Mr.  fecrelary  Burchet  fairly 
tells  us,  was  the  fecret  refolution  of  the  greateft  part  of  the 
captains  to  hinder  the  admiral,  in  cafe  he  had  come  up 
with  the  Dutch  fleet,  from  doing  them  much  damage ; 
and  thus  it  appears  how  ineffectual  fleets  and  armies  are, 
when  princes  have  loft  the  confidence  of  ihofe  who  fwv^ 
in  or  command  them. 

It  may  not  now  be  amifs  to  caft  cur  eyes  over 
to  Holland,  in  order  to  confider  the  force  preparing 
there  for  this  invafion.  His  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Orangt  had  about  his  perfon  abundance  of  Englijh 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  particularly  the  earls  of  Shrewf- 
hiry,  and  Maecksfiild^  the  lords  Mordauntj  Wilt/hire,  Paw- 
itty  Elan,  and  Dumblain^  admiral  Herbert,  Mr.  Herbert^ 
cqlonel  Sidney,  Mr,  Rujfel,  fir  Rowland  Gwyn,  major 
ff^ldman,  dr.  JBennet,  mr.  Harbord,  mr.  Fergufin,  and 
befides  the  general  ofliccrs  of  the  dates,  the  marfhal  Schom* 
herg,  count  Charles^  his  fon  mr.  CaiUerMttc,  younger  fon 
to  the  marquis  of  Rmvigni,  and  two  or  three  hundred 
I^emh  refugees.  The  fleet  that  was  to  carry  thefe  con- 
iifted  of  about  fiity  fail,  moft  of  them  third  or  fourth  rates, 
ztid  the  tran^rts  were  about  five  hundred.  Thefe  with 
twenty-five  fire-lbi^  made  up  the  whole  navy ;  the  land 
forces  <2mbarked  were  four  thoufatid  borfe  and  dragoons,  and 
ten  thoufand  foot.  It  was  very  remarkable,  that  though  all 
ti)6  capuins  of  thefe  veflels  were  Dut(b,  yet  the  chief 
comrnand  was  given  to  admiral  Htfbart^  who  very  latel/ 
cvinfiniNltd  the  Engl\lb  fleet;  and  this  with  a  vicHT  either 
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to  en(!age  (hips  to  come  over,  or  at  leaft  to  encounge  the 
i  amen  to  defert.  In  order  to  do  this  more  effcftually, 
Herbert  firll  addrefled  a  letter  to  his  countrymen  in  the  fea- 
jcr  ;ce,  and  then  flood  with  the  Dutch  fleet  over  to  the 
Doiu'i^  in  order  to  look  at  the  EngUjb  fquadron,  and  try 
V  hat  efF:;<5ts  his  exhortations  had  produced.  At  that  time 
hu  luccefs  did  not  promife  much,  and  after  a  fortnight's 
cruizing,  he  returned  to  the  Dutch  coafts,  with  a  better 
opinon  of  the  king's  fleet,  and  a  worfe  of  his  own,  than 
when  he  tailed.  But  for  ail  this,  his  epiilie  did  almoft  as 
much  fervice  as  the  force  he  commanded  j  for  though  the 
defertion  was  inconfiderable,  yet  by  degrees  the  failors  loft 
jheir  fpirits,  and  their  ofiiters  began  to  cabal,  and  to  con- 
fult,  not  how  thry  (hould  execute  the  order*  they  had  re- 
ceived, but  how  they  might  beft  fecure  the  fleet. 

O  N  the  19th  of  OSfober  1688,  the  prince  went  on 
board,  and  the  whole  fleet  failed  that  night;  but  the 
next  day  the  wind  turning  north,  and  then  fettling  in  the 
north- we  ft,  it  was  found  impoflible  to  ftruggle  with  it  j 
and  therefore,  on  the  21ft  the  fleet  returned,  after  having 
been  rudely  handled  by  a  ftorra.  Qn  the  firft  of  Nffuem- 
her  the  fleet  failed  again.  The  prince  intended  to  have 
gone  northwards,  and  to  have  landed  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Jiumber  j  but  a  rtrong  eaft  wind  rendered  this  impradlica- 
ble,  and  feemed  to  direft  them  to  a  better  courfe.  His 
highnefs  tiien    failed  weftward,   the    fane  wind  which 

brought  him  to  the  Englijh  coaft  keeping  in  the  king's 
(hips,  though  they  were  come  down  (0  low  as  the  Gun- 
"Bleet,  There  in  a  foggy  day  they  palled  the  Englijb  navy 
undifcerned,  except  a  fcvf  tranfports  which  failed  m  flght, 
while  the  Englijh  fleet  rode  with  their  yards  and  top-mafts 
down,  z,x\d  could  not  by  reafon  of  the  extraordinary  vio- 
lence of  the  wind  purchafe  their  anchors.  On  the  4th  of 
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IJ&vtmber  at  noon,  it  was  refolvcd  on  board  the  Dutch 
fleet,  that  part  of  the  (hips  (hould  go  into  Dartmouth^ 
s^nd  the  reft  into  Torbay  j  but  in  the  night  the  pilots  over- 
Ihot  both,  and  then  it  was  determined  to  go  into  Plymouth^ 
which  if  they  bad  done,  might  have  proved  fatal;  but 
the  wind  fuddenly  turning  from  eaft  to  fouihj  correaed 
the  error  of  their  pilots,  and  brought  them  fafe  into  3tfr%, 
where  the  army  was  immediately  landed,  and  the  prince 
made  the  neceflary  difpolitions  for  drawing  the  country 
gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  to  join  hiip. 

As  foon  as  the  wind  would  permit,  the  earl  of  Dart- 
mouthy   a  gallant,  loyal  and  adlive  officer,  weighed  with 
the    Englijh    fleet,    and   Hood    to    fea    with    a    refo^ 
Iption    to     follow    and    fight    the    Dutch.      Secretary 
Burcbet  and  bi(hop  JBiurnet  feem  to  contradict  each  other 
in  what  they  fay  on  th's  fubjed :  the  fecretary  informs  us, 
that  lord  Dartmouth  came  before  Torbay  with  his  fleet, 
and  gave  the  Dutch  an  opportunity  of  feeing  what  his 
llrength  might  enable  him  to  have  done,  if  he  had  inclined 
to  treat  them  as  enemies.     The  prelate  on  the  contrary 
fays,  that  lord  Dartmouth  aflured  him  fometime  after,  that 
whatever  ftories  the  Dutch  might  have  heard  either  of 
oflBcers  or  feamen,   he  was  confdent  they   would  have 
fought  very   heartily.     This  fecming  contradidlion  may 
however,  be  eafily  reconciled  j  for  this  difpofition  of  fight- 
ing, is  to  be  referred  to  the  time  when  the  Engli/h  firft  got 
to  fea,  and  then,  if  they  had  come  up  with  the  Dutch 
fleet,  it  is  very  probable  they  had  come  to  blows,  and  the 
bulinefs  had  been  decided  by  a  battle :  but  when  the  wind 
.  turning  to  the  fouth,  carried  the  prince's  fleet  into  Torbay ^ 
it  forced  the  EngUJh  fleet  back,  and  afterwards  rifing  into 
a  ftorm,  ruffled  them  fo  much,  that  it  was  two  or  three 
days  before  lord  Dartmouth  came  again  before  Torbay ;  and 
^^n  it  was,  that  as  Mr » Burcbet  fays,  he  (hewed  the  Dutch 

seftfe' 


i 

is! 


I, 

'4' 


,1 


47(5        NAVAL    HiSTORr 

fleet,  capable  indeed,  but  link  Inclined  W  hxitt  th^ni. 
The  feaitien  had  time  in  tnis  fpate,  to  confidet-  What  ihbf 
were  doing,  and  fuch  of  the  officers  i. '  wfcre  well  afFei^ted 
to  the  prince's  defign$  had  sin  opportunity  of  working  up^ 
on  them,  and  difpofing  things  for  his  fervfCre;  and  thus 
that  naval  force,  which  the  king  had  cultivated  with  fo 
great  care,  and  on  which  he  depended  id  much,  proved 
of  little  or  no  ufe,  as  y^cW  as  his  drmy :  fo  difficult  a  thing 
it  is  to  bring  Englijhmen  to  eiiflave  Ehgktid  f 

As  to  the  condudl  cf  the  king,  ^fter  the  arrival  of  th4 
Dutch  fleet,  it  was  io  ilinaicountable  in  itfelf,  and  fo  nnich 
has  been  faid  of  it,  by  other  writers,  thlt  it  is  abfohrtely 
unneceflary  for  iile  to  infill  upon  it :  I  (hall  only  obferVe, 
that  it  was  very  ftrange  he  paid  ft)  littlef  attc'ntidtt  ttf  the 
fleet,  fince,  if  we  except  the  care  he  took  iii  fending 
away  his  family,  it  doe^  not  appear,  that  ht  iflued  any 
orders  relating  thereto;  which  Ml  feem  ttill  the  niore 
extraordinary,  if  we  confider,  that  his  admiral  was  not 
only  a  man  of  quality,  and  one  on  whofe  fidelity  he  could 
abfolutely  depend ;  but  alfo  an  experienced  of&cer,  arid  a 
man  extremely  beloved  by  the  failors*.  In  all  probability, 

he 


^  AdiTiiral  Lcgg,  had  been  created  lord  Dartmouth  bjr  king 
Charles  II.  but  he  received  much  greater  favours  from  king  James, 
in  whofe  reign,  he  was  malter  df  th^'  hoff^^,  general  o^  the  bird- 
nance,  conftable  of  the  Towei*  of  London^  one  of  the  lords  of 
the  privy-council,  colonel  of  the  royal  regiment  of  fuiUeers,  and 
captain  of  an  independent  company  of  foot.  He  was  alfo  higli 
ileward  of  Dartmouth,  Kingflon  upon  ThMieil,  afid  rico^deir  6f 
Litchfield.  In  the  year  16S7,  attending  the  king  in  his  progrefs, 
and  the  city  of  Coventry  pre&nting  his  majefly  with  a  large  gold  cup 
and  cover,  he  immediately  deliv6r*d  kid  the  Idrd  DarmbutO,  telling 
him,  there  was  an  acknowledgment  from  the  titf  of  Cfiveni^y* 
for  his  father's  fuiferings  in  their  town  ;  where;  during  the  civil 
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be  was  deterred  from  taking  any  meafuret  of  this  ibrt,  by 
what  happened  at  the  docks,  where  the  workmen  employ<r 
ed  in  the  fervice  of  the  royal  navy,  roie  on  a  fudden,  and 
without  any  other  arms  than  the  tools  belonging  to  their 
tildes,  drove  out  a  regimept  of  regular  troops  quartered  at 
RuhsJIir^  and  Cbntbgm,  and  declared  for  the  proteftant 
religlpn,  and  the  prince  of  Orangt, 

It  is  aUb  not  improbable,  that  the  king  was  difcouragei 
from  making  any  applications  to  the  Teamen,   in  whom 
lie  had  formerly  (hewn  much  confidence,  by  the  revolt  of 
Qufrnjey  and  Jtrfiy^  where  the  people,  and  efpccifilly  the 
fftilors  belonging  to  the  veflels  in  their  harbours,  ieized  (e« 
veral  popi(h  officers,  who  had  been  fent  thither  to  difcipline 
their  militia,  and  on  other  pretences ;  and  this  upon  the 
Hrft  news  of  the  invafion  here.    To  fay  the  truth,  the 
jfea^faring  people  all  over  the  nation,  but  particularly  in 
Brifipl  and  LtndQn^  declared  unanimoufly  and  vehemently 
againft  his  meafures,  and  did  a)l  in  their  power  to  prevent 
|he  moft  obnoxious  of  his  minifters,  fuch  as  chancellor 
Jeffiriii  and  fatlier  Pttre^  from  making  their  efcape  :  which 
can  be  attributed  to  nothing  but  the  juft  fenfe  they  had  of 
the  iniquitous  meafures  thefe  people  had  purfued ;  for,  as 
to  themfelves,  they  had  no  particular  grievances. 
But  what  is  ftill  more  ftrange,  the  king  made  no  ufe 
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wars,  hp  h^d  fuffered  a  long  imprifooment.  The  fmfe^ding  year, 
he  was  made  admiral  of  the  fleet  of  England,  then  fet  out  to  in- 
iKircept  the  Dutch  fleet,  bringing' over  the  prince  of  Orange; 
which  ^mplQym^Pl;  he  ^Qcepcea  out  qi  gratitacfe  (Q  the  kin^;,  whp^ 
as  bilhop  Burnet  writes,  loved  him,  and  in  whofe  fervice  and 
confidence  he  had  long  been.  The  bidiop  aifo  fay»,  that  he  was 
}t4%f^  one  of  the  wor^hieft  oien  9(  his  cadrt  t  but  he  wis  much 
•gainfl:  the  conduft  of  his  afSkirs ;  yet  he  r^folvcd  to  (lick  to  him 
■I  ail  ha««rd9.    CoUim's  peerage  of  Eogluid,  vol.  ill  p.  io{{. 
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of  the  Frtmh  power  at  Tea,  though  he  was  in  the  ftri^eft 
alliance  with  that  court.  A  Frtneh  fleet,  if  fitted  out  at 
that  juncture,  might  have  made  the  Dutch  more  cauti- 
ous, even  Avhile  this  invafion  wa«  under  their  deliberation^ 
Or,  if  a  French  fquadron  had  joined  his  own  navy,  as  in 
his  brother's  time^  When  we  were  engaged  in  the  laft  Dutch 
war,  this  muft  have  had  a  great  weight.  For  though  in 
the  former  cafe,  the  French  fquadrons,  as  we  haVe  (hewn, 
never  did  any  good  ;  yet  now  the  circumllances  of  thing) 
being  altered,  and  the  French  king  fo  nearly  concerned  in 
breaking  a  confederacy,  which  he  knew  to  be  forming  a*- 
gaind  him,  and  of  which  this  was  thefirft  apparent  a£t,  as 
well  as  in  fuccouring  fo  firm  and  fo  ufeful  an  ally ;  there  is 
reafon  to  believe  his  officers  and  feamen  would  have  adted 
heartily  and  harmonioufly.  Belides,  the  French  naval  power 
(without  our  king's  aflifVance)  was  now  quite  another  thing 
than  it  was  in  the  Dutch  war$  iinc6  very  lately  they  had 
fought  th-  Dutch  upon  equal  terms  in  the  Mediterranean 
with  hr^  )  and  confequently  were  capable  of  fighting 
them  ellv  viiere,  as  the  States  very  well  knew,  and  would 
have  been  unwilling  to  run  any  fuch  hazard.  But  above 
all,  in  fo  delicate  a  conjundlure,  the  appearance  of  a  large 
French  fleet,  would  have  compelled  his  own  to  fight,  and  in 
all  probability,  would  have  reafTumed  the  timid,  and  put 
fufpe^ed  captains  on  exerting  themfelves  to  wipe  out  the 
imputations  of  their  enemies.  The  engaging  the  Dutch 
was  what  he  ought  chiefly  to  have  aimed  at ;  for  an  ac- 
tion muft  have  done  him  fervice,  by  roufing  the  fpirits  o^ 
his  failors,  who  would  then  have  banifhed  all  Diffi- 
dence, and  cotifidered  nothing  but  the  fupport  of  the  Eng^ 
li/h  reputation.  Thefe  obvious  advan;ages  he  mified,  eithet 
from  a  flrong  perfuafion  that  his  own  force  was  more  than 
fu^jcient  to  rfpel  the  invaders  ^  or,  as  it  is  commonly  re- 
ported* 
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ported,  by  the  advice  of  the  carl  of  Sunderland,  who  dif- 
couraged  the  having  recourfe  to  foreign  affiftance  from  ar- 
guments drawn  from  the  king  and  nation's  fafefy,  and  (a 
the  king,  when  he  wanted  them  moO,  had  neither  a  fleet 
of  his  own,  or  of  his  allies,  at  his  devotion  j  which  if  he 
had,  it  is  not  improbable  he  might  have  turned  tlie  tables 
again,  and  forced  the  Dutch  off  the  coaft. 

The  miftakes  committed  on  this  fide,  were  heightened 
in  their  appearance  by  the  great  caution  and  wife  ma- 
nagement on  the  other  j  and  by  the  forefeen,  and  urfore- 
feen  confequences  of  the  whole  tranfadion.  The  embar- 
kation,  was  made  with  eafej  the  paflage  better  regulated 
by  the  winds,  than  it  could  have  been  by  their  prudence  5 
the  defcent  in  the  fitteft  place  in  England  for  landing  of 
horfe,  fo  that  it  was  performed  without  difficulty,  as  well 
as  without  danger.  Bifliop  Burnet^  therefore,  fays  truly, 
that  thcfe  lines  from  Claudlan,  were  very  happily  ap*- 
plied  to  'the  prince  of  Grangers  expedition. 

O  nimium  dile^e  Deo,  cut  militat  athtr^ 
Et  conjurati  veniunt  ad  clajjica  venti. 

Oh  heaven-prote^ed  chief  I  whom  fkies  defend. 
And  on  whofe  call,  fubmiffive  winds  attend* 


')*"■ 


In  Holland,  they  triumphed  on  the  exaft  execution 
of  the  plan  laid  down  by  the  States^  and  the  moll  emi- 
nent news-writer  they  then  had,  made  this  obfervation  on 
the  fuccefs  of  the  princes  enterprize,  in  his  refledtions  on 
;he  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  November  1688.  "  The  expence 
•'  bcftowed  on  the  fleet  and  army,  fet  out  from  Holland^ 
«  is  a  fign  they  are  morally  affured  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
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expedition,  which  I  am  apt  to  think  has  been  a  long 
time  in  agitation,  though  it  was  carried  with  that  pru- 
dence and  fecrecy,  as  not  to  be  difcovered,  'till  it  could 
be  no  longer  concealed."  When  skill,  induftry,  and  zeal 
were  vifibly  on  the  part  of  the  prince  i  and  weaknefs, 
irrefolution,  and  diffidence  apparent  in  all  the  king's  mea- 
fures,  it  was  impoflibie  things  (hould  continue  long  in  dis- 
pute, or  that  bis  highnefs,  who  knew  fo  well  how  to  ufe 
the  advantages  that  were  in  his  hands,  fhould  not  prevail. 
When  lord  Dartmouth  faw  the  difpofition  of  his  offi- 
cers, and  how  little  it  was  in  his  power  to  ferve  his  mafter, 
he  wifely  yielded  to  neceffity,  and  failing  once  again  in- 
to the  DoiunSf  and  there  holding  a  council  of  war,  it  was 
refolved,  firlt  to  difmifs  from  their  commands  all  fuch  of- 
ficers as  were  known  to  be  papifts,  or  fufpe^Sled  fo  to  be, 
and  then  to  fend  up  an  addrefs  to  his  highnefs,  fetting 
forth  their  fleady  affev^ion  to  the  prOteftant  religion,  and 
their  fincere  concern  for  the  fafety,  freedom,  and  honour 
of  their  country.  Not  long  after  this,  the  fhips  were 
difperfed,  fome  to  the  dock-yards,  to  be  difmantlcd,  and 
laid  up,  others  to  be  cleaned  and  repaired ;  and.  fuch  as 
were  in  the  beft  condition  for  the  fea,  were  appointed  for 
neceflary  ferviccs. 

These  were  all  the  fervices  performed  by  the  £n» 
gUJh  navy,  during  the  reign  of  a  prince,  who,  while  a 
fubjed,  had  ferved  and  acquired  a  reputation  at  lea ;  who 
underflood  maritime  afiairs  perfei^tly  well,  and  who  at- 
tended to  them  with  extraordinary  diligence.  But  it  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that  tho*  this  fleet  was  ufelefs  to  him, 
yet  it  was  of  the  highed  advantage  to  the  nation.  If  he 
had  been  lefs  careful  in  this  refpedl  j  if  he  had  left  the  navy 
in  a  low  condition  4  nay,  if  he  had  left  it  as  he  found  it 
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It  his  brother's  dcceafe,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for 
us  to  have  wiihftood  the  naval  power  of  France,  which 
had  been  for  feveral  years  growing,  and  about  the  time  of 
the  revolution,  or  a  little  before  it  had  attained  its  great- 
eft  height.  As  it  was,  the  king  left  behind  him,  as  nu- 
merous, and  in  every  refpefl  as  compleat  and  well  furnifh- 
ed  a  navy,  as  England  had  ever  feen  ;  fo  that,  when  the 
French  came  out  with  fuch  a  flrength  as  amazed  all  the 
world,  it  furprized  indeed,  but  did  not  fright  us.  We 
were  quickly  in  a  condition  to  look  them  in  the  lace,  and 
the  fubfequent  part  of  this  work  will  (hew,  that  notwith- 
Handing  the  mighty  change  that  had  happened  in  a  (hort 
time  abroad,  and  the  pains  almoil  every  where  taken  to 
create  a  naval  force,  yet  wi  were  as  able  to  aflert  our  fove- 
reignty  in  our  own  feas,  and  to  maintain  the  honour  of 
•ur  flag  every  where  elfe,  as  in  any  proceeding  period. 


I  (hall  conclude  this  volume,  by  exhibiting  to  the  rea- 
der's view,  an  exaft  account  of  the  fleet,  and  the  condi- 
tion in  which  it  was  left  by  king  James,  in  order  t* 
prove  what  ha.«  ^cjn  before  aflerted,  and  to  prepare  him 
for  the  hiflory  of  thofe  actions  at  fea,  which  followed  in 
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Dromunda,  a  very  large  (hip,  taken  by  Richard  I*  vol.  i.        i4Z 
Dudley,  and  Epjhm,  an  account  of,  vol.  !>  332— Confined,  and 
left  to  the  feverity  of  the  law.  338 

— '   '        fir  Robert,  memoirs  of,  vol.  I  537 

Dunkirk,   taken  by  the  Spaniards,  vol.  2.    168 — Put  inta  the 
hands  of  the  EKglifl).  209 

Dutch,  fadors,  fuffer  feverely,  vol.  i.  427 — Fit  out  a  fleet  (or 
the  fervice  of  queen  Elizabeth,  442 — Take  many  Englijb  (hips, 
vol.  2.  9— Difpute  paying  the  aflize-herring,  14— Murder  the 
Englijh  ?x  Ambmna,  32^ — ^The  cruelty  of,  62 — Their  offer  for 
fifliing  on  the  Britifi>  coails,  and  refpe£fc  to  the  flag.  1 2?,  1 24 
Dutch,  obliged  to  flrike  to  the  £»^/j/6  flag,  vol.  2.  162 — Fleet 
beaten,  174,  181,  182 — Sue  for  peace,  183 — Acknowledge 
the  dofhiinion  of  the  EngUJh  at  fea,  i89'--Great  lo(res  of,  dur- 
ing the  war,  190— Aflift  Denmark  againft  Sweden,  209 — Tax- 
ed, for  licence  to  fi(h,  222 — Attack  the  EngUjh  forts  at  Guinea, 
and  their  (hips  at  Barbadoes,  24^,  246 — Fleet  of,  defeated,  252 
to  26s — Populace,  enraged,  269 — Deceived  by  the  French, 
373  and  278 — Defign  of,  upon  Plymouth,  281— And  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Thames,  308 — Their  opinion  of  the  parlia-  " 
ment,  348 — And  gratitude  for  publick  fervice  433 

EB  B,  of  twelve  hours  fave  the  Dutch,  vol.  2.  303 

Echryht,  kin^,  defeats  the  Danes  and  Britons,  vol.  1.       50 
Edgar,,  ftiled  the  great,  his  conduft,  and  fpeech  to  the  f.udatory 
princes,  vol.  1.  67,  68 — Subdues  the  Britons,  by  kindnefs.    69 
Edinburgh,  burnt  by  the  £»^|^,  Vol.  i.  374 

Edmund,  earl  of  A!i?«/,  capitulates  with  the  l')r«f/>' general,  vol.  1. 

1 89— Beheaded  by  his  nephew.  19^ 

Edvjardf 


\:    \ 


^ 
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Md^ard,  fonof  jflfrtd,  kills  Erie,  t\it  Jiani/b  king,  and  owoed 
by  the  Britons  for  their  lord,  vqI.  i.  62,  63 

' kmg,  bafely  iflurdercd,  vol.  i .  ^  70 

the  oonfeflbr,  charaifler  of;  and  derives  his  foyereijghty. 

QVtt  Scotland  itomkxfi^  Jrthui^f  ^t^^U  g6 

the'  ptirife,  redtiofsthe  maje.  contents,  ^nd  cinque-ports, 

viol.  I,  164 — Afaflinated  by  infide1sK.i6$---^ucc(Bedshis  hitl^gr». 

a^d  furnamed  Longfi>ankt,  i6;;-^His  RCMrofity,,  168 — Adda, 

ff^aUsto  his  dominions,  and  ipakes  his  ion  prince  thereof,  169, 

.^  invades  FJanders,  1 76— Mak.es  peace  with  Gratia,  his  deatii, 

ahdcharafter.  177,178 

—  II.  goes  to  Pari/,  and  marries,  vol.  i.  186— fjjefeaiedby 

the'^^o/i,  187— His  ditfionourable  treaty  with  them,  189— 

Taken  priion'^t-,  add  murderetli         .^   ^      ,  ,    19 1 

A^— III.  does  homage  in  FrqMce,  vot.  1.  192-^Ilays  claim  to 

the  crown  of  Frdna,  195— -AiTumes  the  French  arms,  and  title, 

196'— His  brave  anfWbr  to  lord  Cotham,  2oo-^A,nd  challenge  to 

the  French  king,  203 — Draws  over  divers  fleiiiiflinianuCadlurers, 

2b± — Carries  fire  and  fword  to  the  gates  of  Parit,  808— His , 

pierlacial  cburage,  and  gen^rdiity^  210— Stiled  the  avenger  of 

Aierchants,  211 — Aflumes  the  title  of  king  o(  Franee,  215-- 

Jealons  of  the  fovereignty  of  the'fe^s.  219 

the  black  prince,  bis  condii^,  and  courage,  vol.  I«  209, 


210 — And  anfwer  to  the  king  of  France,  214— Lingered  many 
yeirs  in  a  dropfy.  219 

—  IV.  defeats  king  lienry  of  France,  vol.  i.  292— -Mis  mar- 


riage,  293— 'His  imprifonment,  and  efcape,  ;;q4,  295— Deferted 
by  his  courtiers,  and  forced  to  fly,  296-—Recovers  the  throne, 
298 — His  dedth  and  charader,  300,  301— And  expedient  to 
raife  money.  309 

■       ■     V.  where  bprn,  vol.  i.  296 

•——i^  VI.  crowned,  vol.  I.  37i---.Dies.  380 

£tghf,  pieces  of,'  two  millions  tfiken,  vol.  2.  20; 

EttXiJfeth,  queen,  charaAerof,  vol.  i.  417— -Her  care  of  the  na- 
vy, 42O— -And  geiierofity,  an  inflance.of,  425 — Her  death,  468 
-.-^Her  attention  to  trade,  and  concern  of  the  coin,  470  to  476 
Emperor  puts  into  an  Eng/ijh  port,  vol.  i .  40; 

Engagement,  between  the  Engii^ind  Dutch  fleets,  vol.  z.  160— 
Thefirft,  in  the  Dv/r^  war,  247— Between  two  admirals,  319 
-—And  between  two  captains.  324 

England^  in  a  bad  fltuation,  vol.  i.  122— Sufierings  of,  127— -» 
Her  fovereigrity  of  the  fea  Vindicated  in  a  particular  cafe,  178 

to  184 

£»j'/y^r«,  great  travellers,  vol.  I .  .    124,12$ 

£A|/j^  polity,  maxiih  Of,  vol.  i.  279— Account  of,  by  way  of 

libel.  31210315 

Edward, 


INDEX. 

^nphjhf  courage  of*  diftinguiflied,  vol.  x.  446-- Their  interefti 
facrificed  to  thofe  of  Spaing  405— Proted  the  Spanijb  fleets, 
vol.  2.  129— •Fleets  of,  beaten,  171,  172 — Force  the  Dutch 
to  retire,  281—- Deferted  by  the  Frtnch.  297 

££ix^  earl  of,  chara£ler  and  conduft  of,  vol.  i .  46; — ^Rebels  a- 
gainil  the  queen,  and  yields  to  Nottif^ham.  4.S4,  485 

Etht^ant  defeats  the  Z>a«^f  at  fea,  vol.  i.  51 — His  great  policy, 
63— Gains  a  glorioUs  vidoiy.  64 

Etbtlred,  defeatra  by  ftrangersj  vol.  1.  71— Nicknamed  Unrea- 
ifyt  74 — ^Abandons  his  kingdom,  and  recalled.  77 

Edgar,  JtMitif,  his  couhige,  travels,  and  fondnefs  for  his  coun- 
try, vol.  t.  144— Dies  in  obfcurity.  12"; 
Error,  in  hiliory,  re£ti£ed,  vol.  1.                                          30 z 
EthlBl<tuaUt  pretending  to  the  crown,  is  flaln^  Vol.  i.  62 
Eifam,  iir  joihn,  fights  againft  his  countryi  vol.  l.                 217 
JSufiace,  the  pirate,  executed,  vol.  i.                                        160 
ExpeJieatf  a  remarkable  one,  vol.  i.     ■                                   446 
Expedition^  againft  Scotlamf,  vol.  i.  it 2— To  Nortnantiy,  difap. 
pointed,    149 — To  the  Holy  iMttd^    161  to  163 — To  Lijhon^ 
mifcarrieS}  453  *— In  favour  of  the  king  of  Portugal^  vol  2.  52 
—Againft  the  Spaniards,  fruitlefs,  loo  to  loi— To  Cadiz,  ah 
account  of,  59  to  6j^ — A  fatal  and  unfortund.e  ont,  106  to  108 
'^ToHifpaniola,  unfuccefsful.                                 19^  to  199 


F. 

FACTOtiS,  foreign,  quit  the  nation,  vol.  t. 
Falmouth,  earl  of,  flain,  vol.  2. 
Famine,  in  Britain,  vol.  I. 
Faro,  caken,  vol.  2. 
Fauconhridgt,  baftard,  ftory  of,  vol.  \. 
Faft,  a  folemn  one,  on  board  the  fleet,  vol.  2. 
Faya\,  reduced,  vol.  i. 
Fenion,  Edward,  memoirs  of,  vol.  i. 
Ftlton,  Jobn^  murders  Buckingham,  v6l.  2, 
Fight,  at  fea,  a  bloody  one,  vol.  2. 


47 « 
251 

30 

64 

297,  298 

220 

462 

534 
109 

184 
•between  the  Englijh  and  Dutch,  261  to  268,  293 — At  Sol- 
bay,  296  to  299— At  Mafalpatnam,  305 — Renewed.  3 13  to  320 
Titz-lVilliariis,  Sir  tP'iiJiam,  memoirs  of,  vol,  i.         366  to  370 
Flag,  Englijh,  the  honour  of  it  provided  for,  vol.  i.  148— Vindi- 
cated by  Sir  John  Hawkins.  507,  508 
^Enzlijhi  right  of  eftabliflied,  vol.  2.  10  to  12— Honour 
of,  occaUons  the  firft  hoftilities  between  the  KngUJh  and  Dutch, 
162 — Regulated,  between  the \E«f/)y:5  and  Z)«/f2.       325,  326 
Fi/hery,  on  the  Britift?  coafts,  prohibited  ftrangers,  vol.  2.   •       1 31 
fi/hermen,  Englijh,  difturbed,  vol.  2.  16' 
Flanders,  cities  of,'  declare  igainft  France,  vol.  i,       ^           196 

LI  Flitii 
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FUf/,  EngVjh,  a  large  one  before  Calais^  vol.  i.  209— A  IHI  of 
ic  in  J  578,  454 — In  1588,  451— Narrow  efcape  of,  455 — ^A 
great  one  fitted  out  in  twelve  days,  466— Sent  out  to  maintain 
the  honour  of  the  flag,  vol.  2.  9 — Of  Ntw  Spaing  deftroyea,  or 
taken,  65— Againgft5/tf i>r,  unfuccefsful,  1 01, 102— Revolt  of, 
,to  the  king.  151 

Fleming,  a  pyrate,  gives  intelligence  of  the  Spanijh  Armada^  vol.  i. 
4.^4 — Is  pardoned.  481 

Fhdden-fielil,  battle  of,  vol.  !.  362 

Torbijher,  Sir  William^  memoirs  of,  vol.  1.  530 

Foreigners,  trading  to  the  North  Seas,  taxed,  vol  i.  225— Intcneft 
ot,  promoted.  291 

Forreji,  new,  antiquity  of,  vol.  i.  127 

Ftance,  denied  to  give  the  title  of  admiral,  vol.  1.  183-^Kiug 
of,  taken  prifoner,  and  dies  in  England  212,  213 

-king  of,  affiduous,  in  raifing  a  naval  power,  220-^lts 
bad  fituation,  268— And  policy  of,  271— 'A  great  part  of,  re- 
duced by  the  Englijh,  275 — Dauphin  of,  dinnherited,  i7<J— • 
Conquelts  of,  almoft  loft  to  the  Engltfi,  282— 'Ability  ot  her 
king,  283— Invaded  by  £</at;ar</ the  IVth,  298 — King  of,  re- 
fufcs  audience  to  the  Englifi  ambaflador,  vol.  2.  105^ 

French,  defeated  by  fea  and  land,  voL  I.  153 

■  ■  prince,  renounces  all  right  to  England,   159 — -Their  inlo- 

lenc- and  barbarity,  171,  172— -Scheme  of,  difcovered,  176 — 
Totally  defeated,  200 — Their  fraud  to  recover  Calais^  210 
—Driven  from  Southampton,  222— Fleet,  ihveft  the  Englifi 
cohlis,  22.9 — .ind  a  great  part  taken,  231— Send  aid  to  Owen 
GlcK(iour,  z6i — Livre,  what,  246 — Defeated  at  St,  ^intin, 
406 — Borrow  (hips  of  the  Englifi,  vol.  2.  97— Chafe  the  En- 
gljb  fleet  with  four  (hips,  108— The  caufe  of  the  war,  247— 
^  Declare  for  the  Dutch,  2  5  S-— Dare  hardly  quit  their  own  coafts, 
274 — Their  per(idy  to  the  Dutch,  292 — Gain  experience  at  th« 
expenceof  England  and  Holland,  305— Their  behaviour,  309, 
510,  320— Defpifed  by  the  Dutch,  318 — Their  conduft,  ac- 
counted for.  322 


GALIE  Y'half 'pence,  whence  called,  vol.  1.  &8S 

Galliei,  invented  by  Alfred^  their  make  and  urefiUnefs, 
vol.  I.  55 

Galleon,  a  rich  one  taken,-  vol..  i.  467,  468 

Gambron,  a  Dutch  fadory,  and  their  infolcnce  thereat,  vol.  2.  29I 
Gavefton,  oaccafions  civil  wars,  and  killed  by  the  noblC8|  VoL  1. 1 86 
Gtmefe-hanktrs,  take  (heifer  in  E^landi  vol.  I*  424 

Gibraltar,  taken  by  the  failors,  vol  2.  383 

Geoffry, 


,'.  h 


INDEX 

^"Sff'J*  of  Monmouth,  vindicated,  vol.  i. 
Gilbert,  Sir  Humphry,  meinoirt  of,  vol.  i . 
GUucefter,  duke  of,  terrifies  the  Scotj,  vol.  i . 
Gold,  and  filvsr    their  equivalent  and  value,  vol.  i. 
*— — firft  llanipt,  and  its  value,  vol.  i. 
■         ■chains,  fent  to  flag-officers,  vol.  2. 
Gravtfind,  burnt  by  the  French,  vol.  i . 
Griffith,  the  Britifo  king,  flain,  vol.  I. 
Greenland^  firft  difcovered,  vol.  i. 
Grty,  lady  Jant,  imprifoned,  vol.  i. 


490  to  498 

I2Q 

-   187 

228 

81 

400 

402 
456 

I  \z 

266 


5 

345 
407 


Grenvilie,  Sir  Richard,  dies  of  his  wounds,  vol.  i . 

Groats,  why  fo  called,  and  when  coined,  vol.  i. 

Grotius,  HMMf  anfwered  by  Seldon,  vol.  2. 

Guyentu,  title  tliereto  acknowledged,  vol.  i  ■ 

Guiana,  difcovery  of,  vol.  2. 

Guinea- trade,  firll  begun,  vol.  i . 

Gui/nes,  loft  to  the  Englifi,  voL  i. 

Gundemor,  ambaiTador  from  Spain,  his  pernicious  advice,  vol.  2. 42 

Gun-powder,  firft  made  in  England,  vol.  i.  421 

Gwyder,  refufes  tribute  to  the  Romans,  vol.  i.  13 

H. 

HAMBURGH,  fleet,  taken,  vol.  2.  249 

Hanfe-tovjuSi  favoured,  vol.  i.  290 

tiarfieur,  taken  by  the  Engliflt,  vol.  I.  271— Befieged  by  France, 
on  all  fides.  27  ^ 

Harman,  ^x  John,  his  gallant  behaviour,  vol.  2.  262— And  ex- 
pedition againft  the  Dutch  and  French,  284,  285— ^His  engage- 
ment with  De  Wit,  324,  325 
Hamilton,  duke  of,  fent  agaioft  the  5r0//,  vol.  2.  131 
Harold,  G^dnvin's  (oD,  feizes  the  crown,  vol.  i.  81—- His  char.ic. 
ter.  82 
Harfager,  claims  the  crown,  vol    i.  §3.— Is  flain  by  king  Ha- 
rold 84 
Haftings,  battle  at,  vol.  i.  36— Deftroyed  by  the  Fr^»f  A.        197 
Hawkins,  William^  the  firft  Englijhman,    that  failed  to  Brazil, 
vol.  1.                                                                                    5C0 
■''         'fir  John,  memoirs  of,  vol.  i.                          499  to  ^  u 
——fir  Richard,  his  remarks  on  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  vol.  i. 
481— A  further  account  of  him.        *                        538»  5,9 
Havre  de  Grace,  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Englijh,  vol.  1.      422 
Helena,  St.  taken  and  retaken,  vol.  z>             -^                       304 
Hengifi,  fettles  in  A«?ff/ with /for/Sr,  who  is  flain,  vol.  i.  32,  33 
^Slain  by  ./^/w^r2/i»/.  34 


^  'I  -  '^ 


|.g 


LI  Z 


Hein:} 


INDEX. 

fitntj,  the  firft,  hii  ifFeaion  to  the  Engl^/h,  vol.  i.  1 15— Attacks 
his  brother'*  dominions,  117— Hi»  great  exploits,  118 — And 
death  and  f:bara£ler,  120 — His  great  riches.  iM 

the  fecond,  projeAs  the  conqueft  of  Ireland^  '33 — Crowoi 
his  fon,  154 — Conquers  Irelattd,  156— Refufes  the  crown  of 
Jerufaltm^  1 38 — His  riches  at  his  death,  237 — Transfers  his 
title  to  Inland  to  his  fon  John.  1 37 

the  third,  vait^t^  France ^  vol.  x.  162 — Renounces  all  ti- 
tle to  Normandy^  i6ii — His  death  and  character.  166 

the  fourth,  lands  in  EngUnd,  vol.  i .  1 31 — Crowned  king. 


261 — His  narrow  efcape,  policy,  death  and  charaAer. 

265  to  268 
the  fifth,  his  treaty  of  marriage,  and  defigqs  upon  Franett 
vol.  I    269,  270 — Lofes  his  crown  and  jewels,  272,    Hiaex^ 
pedition  againft  France^  275— Declared  regent  oX  Franet,  276 
— His  death  and  character.  278 

' !  .  the  Hxth,  born  at  Windfor,  vol.  ^.  277-— Crowned  in  Eng- 
/andzT\A  Tr  meet  28|— Depofed,  287 — A  prifoner  in  the  Tower^ 
293— Replaced  on  the  throne.  296 

-the  feventh,  crowned  in  the  field,  and  takes  part  againft 

France f  vol.  I.  3 18 — His  policy,  319 — A  trader  and  freeman 
of  London,  333,  334— A  borrower,  thro*  policy,  335 — The 
firil  coiner  of  fhiUings,  alfo  his  riches,  death  and  charader, 

.335.  336 
Tthe  eighth,  enters /V/i;?f^  with  a  great  army,  vol.  1.  340 


—A  favourer  of  commerce,  342 — His  compaflion  to  the  un- 
fortunate, 344 — His  condudt  vindicated;,  and  methods  to  raiie 
money.  346  to  35 1 

•———earl  of  Surry,  beheaded,  vol.  i.  365 

— -— ~:prince,   Ra/eigh's  patron,  vol.  z.  77 

Hereford,  earl  of,  his  capture  of  falt-fliips,  vol.  I.  2I5 

Utregyld,  what  it  is,  vol   i.  73 

Hming-f/bery,  of  the  DutcX/de{[roye(\,  vol.  2.  188 — Account  of 

222 

Hertford,  earl  of,  proteflor,  and  created  duke  of  Somerfetf  vol.  i. 

371 — His  expjedition    to    Sc^otland^    372-- Imprifoned  in  the 

Tonuer.  377 

Upward,  fir  Ediaard,  memoirs  of,  vpl,  i.  SS^to  358 

———fir  Thomas,  memoirs  of,  vol.  1.  *        359  to  306 

■  ■ ■  -earl  of  Surry,  his  noble  ^cfolut ion,  vol.  1.  359 

- lord  IVilliam,  his  gallant  behaviour,  vol.  i.  403 

—  lord  Effingham t  memoirs  of,  vol.  i,  477  to  489 

Holland  and  Zealand,  Ihake  off  the  Spanijb  yoke,  vol.  I.         427 
Hollanders,  difpleafed  at  the  peace  with  Spain,  vol.  2.  98 

Holland,  deftruftiop  of,  defigned,  vol.  2.  392 

Uolvies,  fir  Robert,  his  expedition  to  Guinea,  vol.  2.  243 

Holftock, 
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Holfiock,  JVilliamt  expedition  of,  vol.  i.  426,  427 

Ht/pi/als,  for  wounded  feamen,  vol.  2.  168 

Uere,  merchant,  expedition  of,  vol.  1.  343,  344 

fiMiertt  dt  Burglyt  his  valour  and  conduA»  voT.  i.  159 

HugoHotSf  t  kethe  fn^/^  ambailador's  baggage,  vol.  i.         42^^ 

fiumanity,  of  the  Englijh,  to  an  enemy,  vol.  z.  186 

Huntingdon^  Earl  of,  defeats  the  fleets  of  Franct  and  Ginotit  vol. 

I.  274 

JACKSON,  adjutant  general*  cowardice  of,  vol.  2.   198..^ 
And  Sentence  of,  200 

yams  IV,  of  Scotland,  flain  at  floddtn  fields  vol.  i.  362 

———•I.  of  England,  in  favour  with  the  Engli/h  nobility »  vol.  2. 
2— ^is  fuccemon  and  charaAer,  4<>-An  ailertor  of  his  rights, 
z6 — Death  of,  36— > A  friend  to  navigation  and  liberal  to  fea^ 
men,  42 

■II.  his  charaAer,  vol.  2.  460  — And  unaccountable  con- 
duft,  470 — DeferteB  by  the  failors  474 

Jemaiea,  furrendered  to  the  £/»^/i^,  vol.  2.  20 1 — PoffelTion  ot  it 
fecured  to  them.  240 

Jennings,  Sir  fVilUam,  his  propofal,  vol,  2.  467 

Jerfiy  and  Guernfey,  attacked  in  time  of  peace,  vol.  i.  377— Re- 
volt to  the  Prince  of  Orangt,  vol.  2.  471 
Indies,  Eajl,  a  new  way  to  them  difcovered,  vol.  i.  320 
Iceland,  trade  to,  granted  to  the  Englijh,  vol.  i.  324 
Infeaimt,  in  the  Engliflt  Fleet,  vol.  2.  102 
Indujiry^  the  good  confeqence  of,  vol.  2.                              .      B^ 
htfurre^ion,  in  Ireland,  vol.  i.  23  j 
/«y?r«^w»/,  to  the  fleet,  vol.  2.'  120 
^vlm.  King,  fucceeds  to  the  crown,  vol.1.  147 — Affertsthefo- 
vereignty  of  the  flag,  148.  difappointed  by  his  Barons,  i;o — 
hangs  the  Welch  hoftages,  152— reduces /rf£7v</,  151— grants 
Magna  Cbarta,  and  wades  the  eftates  of  the  Barons,  154,  155 
— his  death.                                                                     ij6 
Ireland^  quieted,  vol.f.                                               '  '          363 
Jrijh,  invzde  Britain,  vol.  I.  95 
.   I     "'■invade  England,  and  repuMed.                                     105 
Jfabella,  Ednvard  Il's  Queen,'  forces  him  to  refign .  his  crowii, 
vol.  1.                                                                        190,  ipi 
I         Richard  IPs  Queen,  Cent  back  to  France,  vol.  i.        ,2^2 
Judgment,  againft  RaKigb  illegal,  vol.  2.                                  90 
Judges,  Ratd,  vol.  |.  247— ^Ordered   to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
people,  vol.  2.                                                                     109 
Jules,  who  they  were,  vol.  i.                                                47 
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KEMPrUORNE,   Sir  Jehn,    hit   galUot    bebavioor, 
vol.  2.  289— •memoirs  of  429,  to  433 

A>»/,  Earl  of,  his  fuccefsful  expedition  tgainft  the  privateers, 
vol.  I.  264,  t6^ 

■  John,  a  weaver  from  Flandtn,  proteAed,  vol.  i.        248 

Keymist  Captain,  death  of,  vol.  %.  8tf 

Kings^  five  flain  in  one  battle,  vol.  i .  64 

■of  jimtrica,  rtfign  their  fovereignty,  vol.  2.  "17 


L 


ANCAST E  R  dulce   of,   pafles  through  France^  vol.  1. 
218— Claims  the  crown  of  Caftikt  relieves  Brifi,  makes  a 


peace 


Jamti,  memoirs  of,  vol.  i . 


232,  23J 
J40,  542 
274 
305  to  306 

36 
422  to  429 

479 

269 

149 


Lambtrtt  General,  integrity  of,  vol.  2. 

Lmndois,  Ptter,  his  views,  vol.  i. 

Latymer,  Lord,  punifhed  for  frauds,  vol.  i. 

Laivsi  Britijh,  tranflated  by  the  Saxons ^  vol.  I. 

Lanufon^  Sir  John,  memoirs  of  vol.  2. 

Ltictfttr,  earl  of,  character  of,  vol.  I. 

Litttrt  an  an^ry  one,  vol.  i. 

LUwe/iin,  prmceof  fValts,  flain,  vol.  i. 

Lenuiif  the  Frtnch  king*8  fon,  invited  o\  t  by  the  Barons,  vol.  i. 

Lfwis'Fair,  whence  fo  cailej,  vol.  i.  -158 

Lianas,  for  fifliing,  granted  to  foreigners,  vol.  2.  13 

Lincoln,  city  of,  taken,  and  retaken,  vol.  i.  -  158 

Linna,  Nicholas  dt,  difcoveries  of,  vol.  I.  258 

Loan,  raifed  by  the  exportation  of  wool,  vol.  i.  239— —from  the 
city  of  i^«4^»,  vol- 2.  247 

London,  called  Augufta,  vol.  i .  40  — ^Commerce  of,  126— At- 
tacked, and  gallantly  defended,  297— •Fire  of,  and  plague  in, 
vol.2.  275 

Lafs,  of  Calais,  enquired  into,  vol.  i.  420 

Loffes,  of  the  Dutch,  at  SehtlUng,  vol.  2.  273 

— — —  of  the  Engliflf,  by  the  plaguei  the  fire,  and  the  Dsacb 
war,  334 

JMhtn,  the  pyrate,  plunders  the  coafls,  vol.  x.  80 


M 
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M 

MAD  E  RJt    difcovered,   by  an    E/igSJBman,     vol.  i. 
i6o 
f,  •  pyrate.  {Aanden  Anglt/iyt  vol.  i.  113 

Malaga,  threatened  by  Blah,  vol.  z.  225 

Mams^  relieved  by  Xf7//MOT  II.  vol    i.  113 

Man/el,  Sir  Robert,  memoirs  of,  vol.  2.  13d 

MaMdruhratius,  a  traitor  to  his  country,  Tol.  i.  9 

MauufaSurt,  of  wool,  begun  in  England,  vol.  i.  205 

March,  carl  of,  acknowledged  kine  of  England,  vol.  i .         287 
Mardyki,  taken  by  the  Engli/h,  voh  i.  228 

Mar  gar tt,  queen,  lands  fuccours  from  Frana,  vol.  i.  285 

■  I  ■        Daughter  of  Wr»r)i  VII.  marriage  of>  vol.  i.  335 

Maritime,  towns,  deferted  by  the  inhabitants^  vol.  2.  104 

Marjhall,  William,  turned  pyrate,  and  executed,  vol.  1.         16^ 
Mattel,  admiral,  his  letter  to  the  French^  vol.  2.  322 

Martin,  Mendex,  vice  admiral,  left  on  a  defart  ifland,  vol.  i.  390 
Martins,  St.  taken  by  the  Englifll>,  vol.  2.  1 06 

Mary,  queen,  marriage  of,  vol.  i.  404-«her  remarkable  faying. 


and  death. 

i)ueen  of  Scots,  beheaded,  vol.  i. 


411 
430 

1st 

z6 
20 

266 
913 


Maryland,  fettled  bv  papifts,  vol.  a. 

Maim/,  emprefs,  taoes  king  Stefben  prifoner,  vol.  i . 

Maurice,  prince,  call  away,   vol.  2. 

Maximus,  declared  emperor,  and  is  flain  in  Italy,  vol.  l 

Maximian,  emperor,  his  fufpicion,  vo).  i. 

Maximilian,  emperor,  ingratitude  of,  vol.  I. 

Mend-market,  Robin,  whence  that  name,  vol.  i. 

Mediation,  oflfered,  and  rejected,  vol.  2. 

Men,  abl;,  in  England,  computed,  vol.  1. 

Mercer,  a  privateer,  defeated,  vol.  i. 

Merchant  J,  Engli/h,  plundered,  vol.  i.  38c— Of  thefteel,  yard  an 

account  of,  394 — priviledges  of,  taken  away,  413 — Sufier  by 

the  neglcft  of  Cromwell,  vol.  2.  403 

prohibited  all  trade  in  the  empire,  vol.  i.  470 

■  eflablifljed  in  the  right  of  our  own  commerce,  vol.  i. 

47» 
Mtjfina,  taken  by.  the  £»^/j/{5,  vol.  1.  141 

Mine,  afilver  one,  difcovered,  vol  I.  495 

Mi/management,  of  the  EngliJ^,  accounted  for,  vol  2.  25$ 

Michael,  de  la  Pool,  declaration  of,  vol.  i .  25  5 

Money,  an  account  of,  vol.  i.   12S,  to  131-— The  pulfe  of  the 

itate,  238— Twenty  millions  of,  loH  in  the  fes,  4<So 

Monk 


I 


M 


INDEX. 

Mo»k,  general,  joined  in  commaod  with  Montague,  vol.  2.  zit—* 
imprifoned,  34O'— Juftified  by  parliament,  J43— ^His  advice 
auu  barbarity,  344,  341^,  No.  ih' — His  condudl  at  Tea,  346,  347 
•*«Tn  SotlafMif  352»  353'-«Pefureth  the  kingdom,  31;^ — His 
charafler  vindicated,  356  to  ^64— His  fpeech  at  a  council  of 
war,  367 — Beloved  by  the  citi:.eas,  369— His  iicknefs,  deaths 
md  private  chara6ter.  372  to  376 

Monday^  Commodore,  his  attempt  acid  ilratagen,  Tol.  2.        304 
Monk,  iir  Thomas,  arrefted,  vol.  2.  >    33o 

Mon/on,  fir  fyilHam,  memoirs  of,  vol.  2.  139  to  146 

Montague,  admiral,  correfpondencc  of,  with  the  king,  vol.  2.  210 
*~Reads  the  kine^s  letter  to  the  fleet,  2 11— Created  earl  of 
Sepukuich,  237— His  death  aiud  charader,  296—- Defends  his 
conduA,   390.^Honoured  by  the  king,    391—- His  fortunate 
ambafly  to  «^/7;>,  ,401, 402— >His  funeral,  charafler  and  epi- 
taph. 408  to  412 
Mortimer,  \orCi  Roger,  defeats  t\ke  Scots  in  Ireland^  Vol.  t.  188— 
Cut  off  by  the  lrifl>.  234 
Morton,  biihop,  friendfliip  of,  vol.  1.                                       307 
Mount  ford,  (\T  ^Irma,  uaiu  iu  a  fea-fight,  vol.  i.                       287 
Murifter,  bifjiopof,  the  fole  ally  of  the  Engli/b,  vol.  2.            259 
Munnurinesf  on  atcount  of  fliips  money,  vol.  2.              115,  12 1 


MuJJllburgh  battle,  called  by  the  Scots,  Pinhy^  vol.  i. 

N. 


373 


N.1  r.iL  force,  in  England,  declined,  vol-  t-  1 6^ 

S'iiiions,  laws  of|  violated,  vol.  2.  204 

IS'aCijri,  difjjleafed,  vol.  i,  404 

i\Wy,  a  royal  one,   vol.  t.  275— Account  of,  434— Abufes  of, 
inquired  into,  vol.  2.  42 — ^regulated,  and  repaired.  463  to  467 
"lift  of,  at  the  revolution,  vol.2.  476 

bJar borough,  ^Jobn,  expedition  of,  vol  2.  327 

JNiiuntott,  fecretary,  his  letters  to  CairUtonf  concerniag  the  fiihery, 
vol.  2.  19,  24 

Ne-w-Netherlands,  called,  Nituf'ThrJi,  taken  by  thtEngiiJ^,  vol.  s. 

H$ 
New-England,  planr'^,  vol.  2  ^ 

Negotiation f  bMCtweeo  the  French  and  Dutch,  vol.  2.  Itj 

Nolle,  a  gold  coin,  device  of,  vol.  i.  3x3 

Nobility,  Engliflt^  go  to  Scptland,  vol.  i.  1 02 — And  to  the  Holy 

Land.  161 

Normans,  a  confn£lion  for  northern  men,  vol.  i.  75— <Get  the 

victory  by  their  bows.  86 

Normau,  garrifon  cut  to  pieces,  vol.  i .  104 

Normandy,  annexed  to  the  Engli/b  ^iQVtti,  vol.  I.  i2l*-Reduced 

by  Htiirj  V.  275 

Hwwithp 


<  «l 


!l 


1   K  b  E  X. 

Affrwicht  bifliop  of,  his  rxploits,  vol.  I.  228,  22& 

NorrtJt  ^Jobn,  dif&rs  with  Z)raib,  voK  I.  524 

Nor/o/it  duke  of,  relcafed,  vol.  i ,  40I 

Nortiumber/and'houk  bdilt  by  bribes,  vol.  2.  5 

'    .     '■  earb  of,  his  remarks  ujwn  the  fovtVeighty  blT  the  feas, 

»0l.  2.  124 

o. 

OBTHE  R,  and  ethers,  fent  on  difcoverieir,  vol.  t.  5I8 

Ofi^a,  and  £i^,  wafte  the  driaeys,  inViicd  to  Britain, 
vol.  I.  47 

t)^,  atuins  the  title;  of  king,  vol.  i.   4^ — His  exploits,  and 
death.  49,  cd 

OJuers,  of  the  fleet,  receive  the  thanks  of  the  parliament,  vol.lz. 

Orange^  houfe  pf,  excluded  frbm  being  Iladtholdersj  vol.  2.      i  S^ 
«       '    ■  princefs  o^  cdmes  to  England.  25 y 

■  prince   of,  made  ftadtholder,    3oi5— His  behaviour  td 

Monk.  33^ 

ibpdam^  admiral  Duteb,  difpontion  of.  Vol;  2.  250 — Bbwn  up.  251 
OrUans,  harralfed  bjr  the  Eigli/^t  vol.  i .  267 

^verji^htt  of  the  En'gUJh  commanders,  Voh  %,  iod 


2%t 


P. 

PACE,  his  plan  fet  afide,  vol.  i. 
Paris f  recovered  by  the  French^  vol.  l. 
Parktr,  WiUiam^  account  of,  vol.  I.  542 

tarliamentt,   aflert  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas,  vol.  i.    I20-— 
■  Confirm  Richard'^  title,  304— >CalIed   and  prorogued,  without 
granting  fopplies,  vol.  2.  id8-^Detlar6  War  againil  Sfain,  20; 
— Prefent  of,  to  B^ake.  208 

Parma^  prince  of,  poifoned,  vol.  i.  .432 

Pay,  Henrft  took  th4  Roch'tllt  fleet,  vol  i.  265 

Paymenit,  how  niade,  vol.  i.  izp  and  13! 

Peace,  made  with  the  Sar^tetns,  vol.  °i .  i44r>-Concluded  withi 
France,  213  and  2^3— With  SM,  vot.  2  5— iWith  the  Dutch, 
188— Ac  Breda,  i^l,  zld-^With  Spain  and  Portugal,  287-- 
Articles  of,  betwedii  £r<7/l!laW  and  J^»^A>«J',  ^25,326 

Peek,  admiral^  death  of,  voK  2.  J    .    ^  ^  ^g^ 

Pembroke,  e^rl  of,  hit  conduft,  vol.  l.  it;0p;I>reiited  add  made 
prifoner.  ,'  *,  216 

^/«<<ifr^«^,  fir^ofw,  hisftory.'Vol.  t.        '  "  '"  267 

Pev^-*wfight,  vi)Mtx.t,  and  why  fo  namtKil;  vol.  t.  245 

IVm,  lulBnfttI,  cohimittedtothe7W;rr,'vol.^.  ,         2b  t 

'  '        •  Mm  Pbetniciani^ 
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fhartiicianst  jealous  of  their  trade,  vol.  I.  38 

i*biltpt  of  Franct,  his  jealoufy.  vol.  i.  141— -Df  feres  the  Chqf- 
tian  princes,  143— His  mcflig^  to  earl  JobH,  147— DecHhes 
king  EdwariTi  challenge.  zoj 

■        "  -of  SpatH,  confpiriicy  of^  vol   i.  424 — ^His  fchemes  and 

deceit,    414,  4Z3— |Iis  three  points  in  view,   429— forBids 

mourning  for  his  queeoi  and  (aying  after  mafs.  449 

ot  Juftria^  and  his  queen,  \dMdiZX.Wtymnttht  byftrelsof 

weather,  vol.  i.  $31 

Pbii^tt  John,  fits  out  a  iquadron,  and  returns  with  fuccefi,  veil*  1. 

Phiifs,  HuWilUmmt  adventures of«  vol.2.  377,  3,78 

PiraiiSf  infeli  the  Scots  and  Irifo  (eas,  vol.  2.  17 

Pilots,  EngUJb,  aflift  the  Dutch,  vol.  2.  I79 

Plague,  in  the  fuburbs  of  Londnif  vdL  ^  0 

Pfymoutk,  burnt  by  the  Fretcb^  ▼ol.  I.  i97«^By  the  people  of 
Britaryt  z62 — Secured  to  the  parliament.  Vol.  3.  1^5 

rM<7i^<rt  ^mous  battle  of,  vol.  I .  ill 

Pole,  ii  tat  Edmund,  delivered  up  to  the  Engljfi^  Vol.  I.  331 

Policy,  of  the  French,  Vol  I.  271— Vol.  2.  i^p 

P^es,  two  eleAed,  vol.  i.  2zB 

P^et  his  prefent,  to  Phi/ip  of  Frana,  foh  i.  l^i 

Pemjfret'Caftle,  how  fpoken  of,  vol.  i.  *  ^  -236 

Portfmuth,  people  ofy  defeat  xYvtFreneb^  vol.  i.  229-^troDglf 

fortified.  42; 

Poleron,  an  ifland,  yielded  up  to  the  Dutcb,  vol.  2.  28)$ 

Parto-belb,  taken,  vol.  u  fU 

Precontraa,  of  Edwmrd IV.  ^ol  I.  3<4 

Preamble,  a  remarkable  ont.  Vol.  i  •        ,  6^ 

Preparation,  to  Oppofe  the  ifpandfif  Armada,  Vol  I.         4411  4^2 
Pretenjans^  to  the  Crown,  various,  vol.  2.  2 

Pri^,  a  popifti  one,  delivered  up  to  the  Ehg0tzAiik\ti!L%  v6l.  2.  21$ 
Princes,  eight,  row  king  i?4|||r«r*8  btige.  Vol.  t.  67 

.     .     ■  feven  (lain,  five  iiia£  prifoners,  vol.  1.  H^t 

7be  Prince,  man  of  war,  the  larg^ft  fliip  ever  built  In  Enikik^ 
^vol.  2.  41 

Pritcbardt  Henry t  lord  mayor,  entertained  feor  kings  at  dita^t, 

vol.  X.  a.\z 

Privateers,  &tt^  oat  in  ttUit^f  fence,  vol,  U  /4^2 

do  great  miichief  t»  that,  vol.  2.  T^q 

—i?<»l4*»  the^r  illicit  tijide,  vol.  I.  «^ 

Pr/M,  S^/aw^,  a  ridi  oiie^  ^6L '%.  4'g  tttd  iSi^ 

Prizes,  Dutch,  icveral  talwn„  fd.  2.  ^.  liijL 

Prechmation,  concerning  the  i&^'lM«i»,  i'ol.  t.^^i^Td^ 

hibit  forejgoett  fifiu^  Oitt  mlBriiifk  cMftti  m.2.  14-^^^ 
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bit  trading  in  foreign  bottomsi  37— delating  to  maritine  towns, 

1 04 — ^To  prohibit  (hipwrights  entering  into  foreign  fervice.   1 1 3 

Pntrt^^ieo,  city  of,  taken  by  the  Bngifit  vol.  t.  466 


V 


QUA  RREl,  between  the  French  and  En^HJh  (ailors,  vol.  i . 
1 7i»-~A  fat|i  one  among  the  En^yb  failors,  176 — A  fa- 
tid  one  to  the  kingdom.  37; 

i^etit  Henriettat  Maria^  hix  FrfncbiertztM  difmifled,  ?ol.  2.  105 
'  'Kathtritii,  arrives  in  England,  vol.  2.  238 

■.  mother's  letter,  of  bad  coniequence,  voL  2.  277 

R. 

RALEIGHt  {ir  Walter,  indifgrace,  vol.  i.  46$— Releafed 
fisom  the  Tower,  vol.2.  i7-4*rojea  of,  18— Memoirs 
of  43  to  94 

SaacBeria,  taken,  vol.  i.  542 

Ratiout  w/  bread,  what,  vol.  i.  130 

RelelUan,  a  formidable  one,  fupprefled,'vo}.  i.  36  j 

Refugets^  for  religion,  encoar^ed  to  fettle  in  EngUnd^  vol.  i.  427 
ReUgMmsmbwfest  vefted  in  the  crown,  vol  I.  347 

Retreat,  a  ihameful  one,  v<ri.  2.  107 

Refertt  a  falfe  one,  vol.  2  68 

Revenue,  in  Crtmwets  time,  great,  vol.  z.  :t^^ 

Revolution f  in  HeUand,  threatened,  vol.  2.  253 

Richard  I.  his  conquell,  and  peace  with  the  Turks,  vol.  i.  142, 

143— Made  prifoner  at  Viennai  144— tHis  vidory  at  Bkis,  with 

bis  death  and  character.  146 

>*f.  reduces  feveral  princes,  vol.  i.  23  3-- Imprifoned,  de- 

pofed,  and  death  of.  23; 

"lil.  policy  of,  and  chara^r,  vol.  i.  302  to  304— Shin 

by  Riehmnd.  308 

Riehmond,  earl  of,  his  ftory,  vol.  i.  305  to  30S 

Richlieu,  cardinal,  policy  of,  vol.  2.  iti,  XI3,  126 

Rea/ons,  againft  a  peace,  and  anfwers,  vol*  2.  7,  8 

RteheUt,  taken  by  the  French,  vol.  i.  217 

Rochetters,  reprelentatioQ  of,  vol.  2.  97— Declare  for  the  Ef^ljfi!/^ 

107 — ^Deceived.  108 

RtckelUt  furrenders,  vol.  2.  1 10 

Rodmontade,  of  a  French  captain,  volo  2.  260 

Robert,  duke  of  Norpuindy,  claim  of,  vol.  1.  iii-»Prepares  to 

invade  £^iS>«/,  116— Taken  prifoner.  118 

Rmam,  invade  Britain^  vol.  i.  8-i*Place  ganifons  in  various 

ports. 
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f  ^rts,  2;^Withdr^w  from  Britain^  28— Their  exploita  and 
charaiAer.  ^ 

Jlmndr  Rohin,  what,  an  inilance  of  the  honcfty  of  Englifif  fa^Ion, 
vol.  2.  9S 

Rupert,  prince,  takes  feveral  prixes,  vol.  2.  15$— -blocked  up  ii) 
Kin/ale,  156— lU  yfed  by  t^e  SpaniarJst  1.57 — Makes  feveral 
prizes,  and  fells  his  flijps,  (5S~His  refolution  to  fight  thf 
Vutcht  308,  3C9— fn  great  danger,  Ji^'-^inoirs  of^  412 

"to  42* 

Pvpertt  it^  exclamatiors  of,  vol.  2.  ai6? 

tlujjian,  cpmptny  eftablilhed,  vol  i.  '         413 

%«,  burptby  Ac  ]^re>ich^  vol.  1.  art 

& 

SJ IL  OR^,  deglare  for  queen  Maty,  vol.  l.  j^C2 

'   '-  clamour  at  ff^hite-Hall  for  want  of  pty,  vol  2.  'IO&, 
*  — Their  pay  raifed,  lyS-^Engli/h,  their  dairnj^  boldnefs.  ig^ 
— InfuU  a  procefTnn  with  the  hoit  .  125 

Sandiuich,  burnt  by  the  Fret^b,  vol.  i.  1,59,  284 
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takes  king  £itvAr</prironer,  293, 294-— Death  of.  297 
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Wtfenham, 


^tto34' 
IT 


*s 


s? 


'^■•^ 


It  N  D  E  S:. 

Hytmbam,  fir  ytlm,  takts  th«  crown  in  ptwn,  vol.  t         .    2it 
H^UbMagUt  ban^,  vol.  i.  M^ 

WigUt  ifle  of,  burnt  li^  the  Avwr^,  vol.  i.  2aa 
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rf:ii,  Jff  g»(M  givit  «e|HiUtiQPi*  OP  board  the  fleets  if1»l*  »..  457 
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